
 

Holy Communion  
Ascension Day 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Open to God, open to 

one another, open to the 

community 
 

 

 



 

Welcome to our service today, from wherever you join us. We 

worship together, whether physically in the building or joining us 

online. We may be scattered physically, but we worship together 

as the family of God.  May each one of us be blessed as we 

sing, pray and reflect together. 

Ascension Day is the final piece in the jigsaw of the mystery of  

Christ’s identity as both human and divine.  Christ’s ascension 

makes sense of his death and resurrection, as he is drawn into 

the Divine presence which dwells within us and around us. 

We remember that Christ commissioned his followers to follow 

his example and promises the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out 

on all people. We end the service by anticipating the coming of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, which completes and crowns the 

Easter Festiva 

God the creator is a gracious, abundant and generous host. 
You are invited to be a guest at God’s table. 

Make yourself at home. 
Relax 

God is here 
You are welcome   
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You are very welcome to share in communion, whatever your tradition. If you need 
gluten-free bread, please let us know.  If for whatever reason you would prefer not 
to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing. 
 

This is the table, not of the righteous, 
but of the poor in spirit. 
It is made ready for those who love God 
and who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 
You who have been here often 
and you who have not been for a long time, 
You who have tried to follow and all of us who have failed. 

Christ invites everyone to be known and fed here.’ 

Adapted from Iona Worship Book 



 

The Gathering 
Hymn  
 
God has gone up with a shout 
The Lord with the sound of a trumpet 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit Amen 
 
Welcome 
Words of welcome and introduction  
 
The Ascension Reading Acts 1 1-11 
 
The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

The Liturgy of the Word  
One or more Bible readings are heard, followed by; 

 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn  
 



 

Gospel Reading:   
Alleluia Alleluia. 
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord. 
Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age 
Alleluia 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 24 v 44 to the end  After the reading 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon  
 
The Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
These responses may be used: 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 
at the end: 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 



 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. If you 
love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father. Alleluia 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 
 
Hymn 
 
The Preparation of the Table 
Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed,  
By whose love heaven is opened,  
By whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.  Amen 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  
It is right to give thanks and praise 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation, 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death 
And now we give you thanks because, after his most glorious resurrection 
he appeared to his disciples and in their sight ascended into heaven  
to prepare a place for us; That where he is, we might also ascend with 
him in glory 
And so we gladly thank you, with saints and angles praising you and 
saying 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



 

We praise and bless you loving Father, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; And as we obey his command, 
Send your Holy Spirit that broken bread and wine outpoured 
May be for us the body and blood of your dear Son 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
And, taking bread, he praised you 
he broke the bread, gave it to them, and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine, 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father we remember all that Jesus did  
In him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
Made once for all upon the cross 
Bringing before you the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
We proclaim his death and resurrection  
Until he comes in glory 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again  Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world 
God is here among us, light in the midst of us,  
Bring us to light and life 
 
Lamb of God 
You take away the sin of the world 
Have mercy on us 
 
Lamb of God 
You take away the sin of the world 
Have mercy on us 
 
Lamb of God 
You take away the sin of the world 
Grant us peace 
 

Giving of Communion 
I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, Alleluia.   
The Lord has entered into his kingdom 
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb 
 
the invitation to Communion is extended to all those worshipping with us today, whether in the 

physical bread we can touch with our bodies or the spiritual communion with God who comes to 

us wherever we are. Come to God honestly, in the way you know how. In silence, in music or in 

words. This prayer, or one like it has been helpful for some people. 

 
Dear Christ, I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you 
were already there and unite myself wholly to you. May I never be separated from you. Amen (After 

the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester) 
 
silence is kept 

 

Prayer after Communion 
The minister prays the post communion prayer, and then we say together: 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 



 

The Dismissal  
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1 v 12, 13a,14) 
 
Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olives, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath’s day’s journey away.  When they 
had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying.  They were constantly devoting themselves to prayer together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 
 
Silence is kept 
 

As we wait in silence 

Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we listen to your word 
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your refreshing 
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your renewing 
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your equipping 
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your empowering 
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
 
 
May the Spirit who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ; and the blessing…. 
 
Final hymn 
 
Dismissal 
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ.  Alleluia Alleluia 
 

Some material: 
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