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This Week …. Bible Readings  Activities 

Mon 28 March John 4:43-end 2.30-3.30pm Tea & Tinies 

7.30pm Exploring Prayer Lent 

sessions (on Zoom) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/856397

38621 

Tues 29 March  John 5:1-3,5-16 10am-12pm Board Games Café 

Weds 30 March  John 5:17-30 11am Service 

1.30pm Garden Group 

Thurs 31 March John 5:31-end 2.15-4.15pm Over 50’s 

Fri 1 April John 7:1-2, 10, 25-

30 

9.30am-12.30pm Coffee Morning  

2-4pm SNAC Craft Sale   

Sat 2 April John 7:40-52  
 

 
 

  

 
 

Sunday 27 March 2022 

fourth Sunday of Lent  

 First Reading 

Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

Exodus 2.1–10 

Colossians 3.12–17 

John 19.25b–27 

Hymn Numbers:  432 Let us build a house  

499 Make me a channel of your peace 

194 For Mary, mother of our Lord  

692 Tell out my soul   

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85639738621
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85639738621
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect:  God of love, passionate and strong, 

tender and careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Loving God,  

Thank you for mums and children  

and for all the joy of family life.  

Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother; 

Be close to those who are struggling because they have no children; 

Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those 

they love. 

Let your love be present in every home,  

And help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the 

needs of all who come.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

Two opportunities for Prayer and Reflection During Lent. 

 

1. A weekly 30 min podcast from Christian Aid in partnership with Eco-

congregations, the Quakers, Young Christian Climate Network, the Church 

of Scotland and Operation Noah and a number of other church groups 

called ‘Walking Humbly’,  See here to sign up. 

 

2. A weekly series of talks and discussions based on the Palestinian Cry for 

Hope.  This is a document produced by Kairos Palestine and Global Kairos for 

Justice, calling Christians to prayer and action.  The series is streamed each 

Sunday at 6pm, but is then available online from the following day.  For 

details see here.  To sign up see here. 

 
Please feel free to join ur 6pm Prayer group every 

Sunday on Zoom  

Meeting ID 89909944764 

 

 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/pray/walking-humbly
https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Cry-for-Hope-Lent-Study-Programme-Final.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIld--grz4iH9YTLYyip2jv4phtdY6eQX_G
https://us02web.zoom.us/join
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Notices 

 

Please be advised that the Earley St Nicolas Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting (APCM) will be taking place on Sunday 3 April in 

Church and on Zoom. We have 3 Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

positions to be filled and one casual PCC vacancy, so if you would like to put 

yourself forward please complete the appropriate form at the back of 

Church, you must also get a proposer and seconder. If you have any 

questions or queries please get in touch with me.  

Vicki (office@stnicolas.org.uk)   

 
The Electoral Roll review has now been completed and details are 

attached to the board at the back of Church along with a copy of 

the Annual Accounts. 

 
Clocks Change Sunday 27 March  

Don’t forget to change you clocks, as we spring forward 

one hour! 

 
 

Aid for Ukraine  

We are encouraging practical support in two ways.  One is 

through the Disaster Emergency Committee's Ukraine 

appeal.  Every pound donated there is matched by 

government funding. 
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-

appeal 

For those who prefer to donate with cash, we will have a box for donations 

in church and in the centre. 

 
If you would like a chat on the phone or to pray with someone 

or you need a prescription collecting or essential shopping our 

Pastoral Care Team will be pleased to hear from you. 

Please contact Jenny on 0118 926 8561 or email 

care@stnicolas.org.uk or phone Parish Office 0118 966 9080 

and leave a message. Earley Hub earleyhub@gmail.com 07493 

784091 is also there to offer help to the community- collection of 

prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening ear and recommending other 

help. 

 

office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
file:///G:/My%20Drive/St%20Nicolas/Sunday%20sheet/care@stnicolas.org.uk
mailto:earleyhub@gmail.com
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St Nicolas hopes to become a Church of Sanctuary 

 

 
 

"For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me."  

Matthew 25:35 

 

What is a Church of Sanctuary? 

A Church of Sanctuary is a safe place that welcomes people seeking 

sanctuary and to extend a welcome to refugees in their community.  In Earley 

we are situated close to Reading where people from all over the world come 

to live and many of these people are seeking sanctuary, seeking safety 

because of war or persecution.  As a Church of Sanctuary we will put our 

welcome to refugees at the centre of our mission. 

 

 

Why do we hope to become a Church of Sanctuary? 

Each year up to 1 billion people cross a border. Every two seconds, a person is 

forced to flee for safety. Every day 44,000 more people are driven from their 

homes.  

 

At St Nicolas we have been raising awareness of the plight of refugees for 

many years.  Over the years we have campaigned for the UK to accept more 

refugees and organised support for refugees locally and internationally.   In 

2021 the Home Office commissioned a hotel for asylum seekers in Lower 

Earley and we immediately reached out to see how we could help practically 

and to provide a place of welcome for the Asylum Seekers and Refugees who 

are now our neighbours. 
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How will we be a Church of Sanctuary? 

Over the three months since we first met our Asylum Seekers and Refugees 

neighbours, we have provided practical support, run English classes, offered 

welfare support and welcomed people at our board games cafe and in our 

community garden.  We are looking ahead to Refugee Week 2022 and 

planning how we can respond to the theme of "healing" thinking about 

community, mutual care, and the human ability to start again. 

 

How can you get involved? 

1. Pray - you can pray for refugees around the world.  "Lord, bless 

refugees and displaced persons everywhere, bring an end to the strife 

in our world which sees so many people driven from the homes and 

the friends and family they love. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen" 

2. Campaign - you can write to your MP or visit "Asylum Matters" to 

find ways you can help advocate for refugees in the UK eg to remove 

NHS charging, promote an increase in the asylum support rates, open 

up family reunion opportunities, end indefinite detention and lift the 

ban on working.  

3. Donate to Phone Credit for Refugees which provides practical help 

by giving people credit for their mobiles. Emma can provide you with 

information about this (emma@stnicolas.org.uk) 

4. Join with those of us providing a welcome and support to local 

refugees. Lindsey is leading this and would be happy to talk to you 

about how you can help (kairosreading1@gmail.com) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:emma@stnicolas.org.uk
mailto:kairosreading1@gmail.com
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We hope you’re well, and enjoying the lighter evenings, Spring is on its way. 

As anticipated 2022 has started very busy 

for us, and sadly on the increase, for a 

variety of reasons. 

It is with this in mind, we again make a plea 

for items that are running low in our store, 

if possible ? 

 

Currently we are short of : 

Sugar 

Coffee 

Pasta Sauce 

Spaghetti (dried) 

Noodles (incl Pot Noodles) 

Tinned Vegetables (all types, incl potatoes) 

Tinned pies (Fray Bentos Meat and Veg varieties) 

Tinned fish  

Tinned fruit 

Custard - tinned and dried 

Cooking oil 

Long Life milk 

Juice (cordial and long life) 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste  

Shampoo and Shower Gel 

Deodorants (M&F) 

Toilet Roll 

 

Whilst not a foodstuff, we are also very low on matching 

carrier bags , and ‘Bags for Life’ which we utilise in our 

deliveries. 
 

Currently, we have a large amount of pasta, which will keep us stocked well 

in advance. 

 

Thank you once again, as always, we really do appreciate every last item 

donated, and it means so much to those in need. 
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Emma’s exhibition has been extended until 8 April so come and enjoy 
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