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This Week …. Bible Readings  Activities 

Mon 6 December     Luke 5:17-26 2.30-3.30pm Tea & Tinies 

Tues 7 December 

 

Matthew 18:12-14 10am-12pm Board Games 

Café 

Weds 8 December   Matthew 11:28-end 11am Wednesday Service 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning 

Thurs 9 December    Matthew 11:11-15 2.15-4.15pm Over 50’s 

Fri 10 December    Matthew 11:16-19 10am-12pm Christian Aid 

Community Coffee & 

Re:Fresh Cafe 

2pm- 4pm SNAC  

Sat 11 December  Matthew 17:10-13 2pm-4pm ‘Space to Breathe’ 

in Advent  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

Sunday 5th December 2021 

2nd Sunday in advent  
Patronal Festival  

First Reading 

Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

Isaiah 35 

2 Corinthians 5:14-20 

Luke 3:1-6 

Hymn Numbers:  286 Hark a herald voice is calling 

589 On Jordan’s bank 

631 Purify my heart 

302 Here in this place 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect: Almighty Father, lover of souls, who chose your servant Nicolas 

to be a bishop in the Church, that he might give freely out of the 

treasures of your grace: make us mindful of the needs of others 

and, as we have received, so teach us also to give; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

 

Dear Lord, you blessed St. Nicolas with profound faith  

that helped him persevere even in difficult situations.  
He courageously defended the truth 

 and brought others to You by his example.  

You inspired him to give to the poor  

and serve the suffering with a self-giving love.  

Please increase my faith, Lord, 

 and help me, like St. Nicholas,  

to give generously to those in need, 

 both in my family and in my community. 

In Jesus name we pray 

Amen 
 

 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

 

The MU is having 16 Days of Activism 

against gender based violence and 

abuse.  This is centred around the 

disturbing figure that “1 in 3 women 

worldwide have experienced domestic or sexual abuse” and that 

Mothers’ Union, as a leading women’s organisation, believe this to 

be unacceptable. For more information go to 

https://www.mothersunion.org/global-day-2021  

Local Help can be found at Women’s Aid groups: social services at 

Wokingham Borough Council, from your GP or local pharmacy. Victims of 

domestic abuse can access immediate help from the police or local pharmacy 

by asking for ANI (code for Action Needed Immediately). You can also speak 

confidentially to April. 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 200 0247 (24 hours) 

Men’s Advice Line: 0808 801 0327 (Mon- Fri 9am-8pm) 

Websites: 

www.womensaid.org.uk/the-survivors-handbook 

Practical and online support and information for people experiencing 

domestic abuse, with simple guidance on every aspect of seeking support. 

 

www.hestia.org/brightsky Support and information for anyone in an abusive 

relationship or family members. Contains a UK directory od specialist help. 

 
If you would like a chat on the phone or to pray with someone 

or you need a prescription collecting or essential shopping our 

Pastoral Care Team will be pleased to hear from you. Please 

contact Jenny on 0118 926 8561 or email care@stnicolas.org.uk 

or phone Parish Office 0118 966 9080 and leave a message. Earley Hub 

earleyhub@gmail.com 07493 784091 is also there to offer help to the 

community- collection of prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening ear 

and recommending other help. 

 
Carols in Broad Street with the Salvation Army Band 

on Saturday 11 December, outside Marks and 

Spencer, from 11.00 to 3.00 with a break on the hour 

when the New Hope Gospel Choir will sing community 

carols. There will also be a nativity scene where people can bring their 

children and have their photo taken with Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus.  

https://www.mothersunion.org/global-day-2021
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/the-survivors-handbook
http://www.hestia.org/brightsky
file:///G:/My%20Drive/St%20Nicolas/Sunday%20sheet/care@stnicolas.org.uk
mailto:earleyhub@gmail.com
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Notices:  

 

Missed the honey sale? Not a problem, just put your order in 

at the Parish office, whether it be for a jar of honey £5, they also 

have a lovely lip balm £1.50, Soap £2, Skin balm £5 and wax melts.  

We will put the order in with Matt from Earley Garden Bees 

and he will deliver your items to the centre for you to 

collect.   

 
The Mothers’ Union’s Advent 

Service is being held on 

Tuesday 14th December at 

2.15pm. Refreshments provided. 

All are welcome. 
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COP26 is over – Now what? 

 

First of all, I think we should be amazed and thankful for all that we have 

done over 2021 in the run up to COP26.  We did well!  From services 

focussing on climate issues (do you remember the one in February when we 

discovered that the climate footprint of tomatoes was worse than that of 

bananas!!?), to signing petitions, marching in Reading and London, and to cap 

it all our Great Big Green Week St Nicolas Fair!!  But the year has also seen 

us praying week by week for the environment, it has seen the PCC declare a 

climate emergency and committing to working towards net zero in line with 

the diocese. 

 

So was it all worth it and can we now forget about it?! 
 

Yes, it was worth it!  It has helped to raise the profile of this pressing issue in 

our own minds, in the awareness of our community and at local and central 

government. Praying and acting for God’s world and for justice for its people 

is always worth it because God takes those things into the kingdom. 

COP26 itself saw progress but clearly not enough.  For a clear summary of 

what was achieved and what wasn’t see 

https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PAFFTC-

Prayer-Points-December-2021.pdf 

As A Rocha’s Andy Atkins suggested, “it provided the equivalent of 

handholds for someone climbing a mountain. It’s not the summit – but it 

gives us something with which to haul ourselves closer to the goal. And we 

must use these handholds.” 

 

 

https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PAFFTC-Prayer-Points-December-2021.pdf
https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PAFFTC-Prayer-Points-December-2021.pdf
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So NO, we can’t just forget about it.  The issue is one that is here to stay for 

many years and as God’s people we have a role to play.  I think there are 

three main things we need to do: 

 

1. Pray.  Sharing in the heart of the Creator. 

2. We must keep letting the government know that we are concerned.  

As a church we have chosen Christian Aid as our tool for doing this 

and below are details of their current request, and links to give to 

their Christmas appeal which is for those effected by drought. 

3. However, it is increasingly apparent that however rapidly we switch 

to renewables, there is going to be a major shortfall between the 

energy available and our current energy usage.  Drastic cuts in the 

latter are essential.  There is simply not enough fossil fuel nor enough 

earth minerals to carry on as normal. See 

https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-

sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/energy-outlook/bp-

energy-outlook-2020.pdf 

So we need to be working with the PCC to work out how to reduce our 

energy consumption as a church and we need to be working as individuals to 

reduce the energy consumption in our homes and lifestyles.  There will be 

uncomfortable choices for us all. 

 

Over the next year JPEG is committed to do what we can to help us all 

continue in what we have started so well.   

--------------------- 
What you can do NOW; 

1.  Christian Aid together with the Climate Coalition is sending Boris 

Johnson a giant Christmas Card saying the proof of his pledges is in 

the pudding.  They are encouraging us all to send our own card to 

emphasise that this is important to the people of this country.  See 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-card  

https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/christmascard  

2. Give to Christian Aid’s Christmas appeal to help those suffering the 

effects of drought.      Please use the St Nicolas 

Christian Aid giving page: 

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-

nicolas-church-christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-

choices  or this QR code:  

 

Margaret Brown on behalf of JPEG 

https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/energy-outlook/bp-energy-outlook-2020.pdf
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/energy-outlook/bp-energy-outlook-2020.pdf
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/energy-outlook/bp-energy-outlook-2020.pdf
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-card
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/christmascard
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-nicolas-church-christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-choices
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-nicolas-church-christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-choices
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-nicolas-church-christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-choices
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Join us as the sun sets on Saturday 4th December at 4pm to 

"Cherish the darkness so I may know my need for light".  Fully 

accessible for everyone of any age.  Please dress appropriately for 

the weather, it will be cold despite the fire round which we will 

gather. 
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Notices from Wokingham BC 

 

Rapid testing before ‘high risk 

events’ 
 

Taking a free rapid lateral flow test before a period of 

higher risk, such as visiting a vulnerable person or 

attending an event in an enclosed and crowded 

setting, will give you peace of mind that you are 

unlikely to be infectious with Covid-19, and spreading 

it to others. 

We’re heading into the festive season – and whether your social calendar is 

filling up, or you will be spending time with vulnerable family members – it’s 

important to take the right precautions to stay safe. 

You can take these tests in the comfort of your own home. Either order them 

for free delivery through Gov.uk, or collect them from our local rapid testing 

centres. Keep an eye on our Covid-19 testing webpage for the most up-to-date 

information on opening times and locations.

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/health/public-health-campaigns/covid-19-testing/
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Notices:  

 

Open Door Retreat  

This is advanced notice that we will be 

running this retreat in daily life after the 

pattern of the Spiritual Exercises of St 

Ignatius. 

It will entail our setting aside half an hour a 

day for individual prayer, and meeting 

together weekly on Wednesday evenings: 

26th January to 30th March 2022 (with a break for half-term and finding an 

alternative evening to avoid Ash Wednesday). More details nearer the time    

Steve and Margaret 
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Notices 

 

 Dirty water or none at all 

 

We will all have dozens of choices 

and decisions to be made as we 

prepare to celebrate Christmas. But 

none so difficult as the choices 

women living in South Sudan have to 

face. 

 

They have to decide between giving dirty water to their children to drink or 

to let them go thirsty. The rivers which supply water to the villages are 

heavily polluted and carry many diseases. They dry up during long periods of 

drought and flood during heavy rainfall, spreading contaminated water, killing 

crops and destroying homes. 

 

Clean water is in desperate need across the region. Christian Aid, together 

with the local partner, Support for Peace and Education Development 

Programme is building boreholes in villages to extract water from naturally 

occuring sources. Above ground, a hand pump is used to bring water to the 

surface - clean water. 

 

By donating to Christian Aid, we can help to provide more of these bore 

holes, more clean water for families. 
 

We are holding 2 coffee morninigs - 

 

Wed, 8th December, 11.30am - 1.00pm 

 

Fri. 10th December, 10.30am - 1.00pm 

 

to raise money for this vital project, 

 

or if you can't come to a coffee morning, you can donate directly to   

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-nicolas-church-

christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-choices or use the QR code above  

 

 

 

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-nicolas-church-christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-choices
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/earley-st-nicolas-church-christmas-2021-no-more-impossible-choices
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