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www.stnicolas.org.uk    

office@stnicolas.org.uk  0118 9669080 

 

To phone in and listen to this week’s 10am Sunday Service please call  

01184 693023 

 Week Commencing 16 August …. 

Mon 16 August   Matthew 19: 16-22 

Tues 17 August  Matthew 19: 23-end 

Weds 18 August Matthew 20: 1-16 

Thurs 19 August Matthew 22: 1-14  

Fri 20 August  Matthew 22: 34-40 

Sat 22 August  Matthew 23:1-12 
 

 

  

Sunday 15 August 2021  
The Blessed Virgin Mary  

 
First Reading 

      Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

Isaiah 61: 10-end 

Galations 4 4-7 

Luke 1:46-55 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

 

St Nicolas: A Hybrid Church 

At St Nicolas we want to ensure that church is accessible to everyone, and 

that regardless of how you participate, we are a hybrid church.   

As a hybrid church our commitment is to: 

● Treat the digital space as an equally valid place for worship, fellowship, 

prayer, discipleship and teaching. 

● Provide digital access to our services in real time and on demand.  

● Invite those connecting digitally to contribute, lead and serve at 

services. 

● Apply effective safeguarding procedures to ensure that church, both 

onsite and online, is a safe place. 

● Enable digital participation at church meetings and events wherever 

possible and allow those present digitally to contribute and vote in 

the same way as those on site. 

● Encourage those with creative, digital and spiritual gifts to become 

leaders in the church’s digital ministry 

● Ensure that those who are digitally disenfranchised are able to access 

all aspects of church without needing to be online. 

 
Focus help needed! We all know what a wonderful group of young people 

we have at St Nicolas and how inspiring and uplifting they are. If you would 

like to get more involved in our young peoples work Julia would love to hear 

from you.  The new term starts in September so please get in touch. email: 

julia.jones@reinspired.org.uk or contact the office. Thank you. 

 
Thank you! 

Libby wanted to say 
thank you again for her 

lovely garden bench, it is 

now in situ in her 

garden.  I think I speak 

for us all when I say we 

can’t thank Libby enough 

for all she has done for 

St Nics over the years 

and we are thrilled she 

now has a lovely place to 

just sit and relax.  

mailto:julia.jones@reinspired.org.uk
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect:  God of glory, the end of our searching, help us to lay aside all 

that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, and to give all that we have 

to gain the pearl beyond all price, through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Eternal God and Father, 

you create and redeem us by the power of your love:  

guide and strengthen us by your spirit, 

that we may give ourselves in love and service  

to one another and to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 
 

JPEG's Three Things for August 

JPEG (St Nicolas Justice, Peace and Environment Group) would love it if you 

joined us in prayer.  

It is now less than 100 days till COP26, a make-or-break event for our 

planet.  So over the next few months our prayers will focus on this 

• Pray for Alok Sharma, MP for Reading West, tasked with 

making COP26 a success.  As he encourages governments from 

around the world to produce firm commitments that will enable us to 

control the spiralling of temperatures. 

• Pray for action from our own government whose leadership of 

COP26 is being put in jeopardy as they consider increasing oil and gas 

drilling off Scotland’s coast, 

https://twitter.com/Channel4News/status/1418223801989406720?s=19&u

tm_campaign=Carbon%20Brief%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_content=2021

0723&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Revue%20Daily 

 and as they commit to increasing domestic air traffic and road building. 

• Pray that sufficient finance will be made available especially for 

the poorer nations of the world, so that all can cut emissions and 

adapt to higher temperatures.  Without this the world will not be able to 

act appropriately. 

 

Notices:  
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Time to Act! 

Following the report of the International Panel on Climate Change on Monday 

we would like to encourage all at St Nic's to watch this trailer video about 

the report and to read the headlines.  Links below.  The headlines are stark 

but important reading, covering: 

1. The Current State of the Climate 

2. Possible Climate Futures   

3. Climate Info for Risk Assessment and Regional Adaptation 

4. Limiting Future Climate Change 

We, as JPEG, are committed to working towards reversing the effects of 

climate change in every way we can.  We know that we are not alone in this 

and that many of us at St Nic's share the sense of urgency. We now all need 

to step up our commitment as individuals and as a church and call on the 

government to act.  

 

Trailer Video:     https://t.co/D9ROmTiv49?amp=1 

Headlines:           https://t.co/2yUFv1pLtg?amp=1 

Please pray with us, especially holding before God, our own Big Green 

Week Fair on Saturday 25th September and for all attending COP 26 

from 31st October - 12th November in Glasgow. 

 

Climate Change Prayer from the Anglican Church of Australia 

Holy God, 

earth and air and water are your creation,  

and every living thing belongs to you: 
have mercy on us 

as climate change confronts us. 

Give us the will and courage 

to simplify the way we live, 

to reduce the energy use,  

to share the resources you provide,  

and to bear the cost of change. 

Forgive our past mistakes and send us your Spirit,  

with wisdom in present controversies  

and vision for the future to which you call us  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

April, Margaret, Steve, Wendy, Liz, Julia, Emma, Liz, Lindsey 

 

https://t.co/D9ROmTiv49?amp=1
https://t.co/2yUFv1pLtg?amp=1
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Notices:  

Green Christian is a signatory to a letter to Gavin Williamson, asking him 

to support the Education (Environment and 

Sustainable Citizenship) Bill which would 

legislate for proper climate education. 

Teach the Future are looking for more 

organisations to sign the letter and we 

would love to see churches and church 

schools listed as supporters! 

Could you ask your church, school or other organisation in which you are 

involve to sign this letter? 

https://greenchristian.org.uk/support-climate-education/ 

 

Emma's Caring for Creation paintings going up to COP26! The 

paintings which are currently on display in the St Nicolas Centre, will be 

travelling up to COP26 at the beginning of September, so if you would like to 
purchase one of these history making paintings now is your chance.Contact 

emmuk74@googlemail.com  or Wendy in Church.   

You can also purchse a set of 40 cards which have the paintings on one side 

with their respective poems on the other.  Emma is selling these for £5. All 

funds raise from the sales are going to Tearfund and Christian Aid. 

 
Walking Book Group 

Enjoy a walk around Dinton Pastures Country 

Park for the eagerly awaited Walking Book Group.     

Venture out on a a gentle stroll whilst talking 

about your favourite books and finish with a cup of 

tea.   Wednesday 18 August at 10.30am 

To book your place email 

libraries@wokingham.gov.uk 

 

https://greenchristian.org.uk/support-climate-education/
mailto:emmuk74@googlemail.com
mailto:libraries@wokingham.gov.uk
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Notices:  

Our Virtual Journey Home Round the World 

Thank you for the huge number of miles given to the Virtual Journey Home 

this week, with the extra 1,000 + miles we have completed our journey 

across the United States and reached New York! 

 

The Cities we rushed past this week travelling from Kansas City include: -  

St Louis is concerned in Racial Environmental Justice. The city is racially 

divided almost 50:50 White and Black communities. The data on health and 

living experience related to pollution and other environmental concerns can 

be clearly documented and hopefully addressed. Hospital admissions for 

asthma is 10 times higher for black children than white for instance. Illegal fly 

tipping of industrial waste is focused in poor black neighbourhoods. 

Pittsburgh environmental concern include the development of Shell’s ethane 

cracker plant which produces plastic from natural gas. The natural gas is 

produced by fracking and damage from fracking is not only with poorly 

treated waste water but air pollution as well. Major oil companies, facing the 

prospect of reduced demand for their fuels, are increasing their plastics 

output. For political reasons the oil and gas industry has been exempted from 

many regulations that limit air pollution from industrial activity. 
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New York is classified as a world megacity and we can look at the wider 

effects cities have on the world. 56.2% of the global population now lives in 

cities. The latest figures from satellite mapping estimate 3-6 % of the land 

surface is covered with urban development and associated infrastructure. 

This acts as a powerful stimulant for climate change as use of the earth’s 

resources are focused in these spots.   

With a couple of weeks to spare before getting home, there is the 

opportunity of a short detour via Greenland!  

See more next week! 
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Notices:  

National Trust Plant a Tree 

campaign Plant a tree today and 

you'll be helping to support the aim 

of planting and establishing 20 

million trees by 2030. 

Over 125 years ago the National 

Trust set out to open up the 

natural world so everyone could 

explore vibrant green spaces like parks, woodlands and the countryside. The 

coronavirus crisis has made us all realise just how important this need is and 

that we cannot take nature for granted. Trees also breathe life into our 
world, and it's vital we plan for the future of woodlands to tackle climate 

change. You can plant a tree for yourself, as a gift to someone special or in 

memory of a loved one. Whichever you choose, you'll help nature to thrive 

so that future generations can enjoy spending time in the shade of these 

beautiful giants. Donate £5 or more and you'll also receive a digital certificate 

by email, which you can keep for yourself or send to someone else. Go to 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/plant-a-tree for more information  

 
 

How should 

religions 

respond to the 

migrant crisis? 

"Jesus, who was a 

refugee himself, 

lined himself up 

with those who 

were on the edge 

of society, who 

were outcasts 

and who were 

shunned, and the only people he criticised were people who held power, 

accrued wealth and put themselves first." 

The Revd Liz Jackson, Associate Archdeacon of Berkshire, calls for Christians 

to side with the marginalised and the oppressed in the migrant crisis. 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/how-should-religions-respond-to-the-

migrant-crisis/  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/plant-a-tree
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/how-should-religions-respond-to-the-migrant-crisis/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/how-should-religions-respond-to-the-migrant-crisis/
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Notices:  

 

 
 

Are you newly diagnosed 

with osteoarthritis, hip or 

knee pain?  If you’re 

struggling to manage your day-

to-day life or want to try 

simple ways to get active, thw 

Wokingham Borough Council 

Sport & Leisure team will soon 

be launching a new exercise 

programme called Escape Pain. 

The sessions will be run in 

small groups, with the right 

equipment to suit your needs.   

To join, you must be 45 or 

over and have a referral from your GP or physiotherapist.   

To find out more or to register your interest: 

preventionteam@wokingham.gov.uk 

mailto:preventionteam@wokingham.gov.uk
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Notices:  

 

 
 

If you would like a chat on the phone or to pray with someone or you need 

a prescription collecting or essential shopping our Pastoral Care Team will be 

pleased to hear from you. Please contact Jenny on 0118 926 8561 or email 

care@stnicolas.org.uk or phone Parish Office 0118 

966 9080 and leave a message. Earley Hub 

earleyhub@gmail.com 07493 784091 is also there to 

offer help to the community- collection of 
prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening ear and 

recommending other help. 

 

 

file:///G:/My%20Drive/St%20Nicolas/Sunday%20sheet/care@stnicolas.org.uk
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