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www.stnicolas.org.uk    

office@stnicolas.org.uk  0118 9669080 

 

To phone in and listen to this week’s 10am Sunday Service please call  

01184 693023 

 Week Commencing 2 August …. 

Mon 2 August   Matthew 14:13-21 

Tues 3 August  Matthew 14: 22-end 

Weds 4 August Matthew 15: 21-28 

Thurs 5 August Matthew 16:13-23 

Fri 6 August Transfiguration of Our Lord  Luke 9: 28-36 

Sat 7 August  Matthew 14: 1-12 
 

 

 

  

Sunday1 August 2021  

9th Sunday after Trinity 

 
First Reading 

      Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6: 24-35 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

If you would like a chat on the phone or to pray 

with someone or you need a prescription 

collecting or essential shopping our Pastoral Care 

Team will be pleased to hear from you. Please 

contact Jenny on 0118 926 8561 or email 

care@stnicolas.org.uk or phone Parish Office 

0118 966 9080 and leave a message. Earley Hub 

earleyhub@gmail.com 07493 784091 is also there to offer help to the 

community- collection of prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening ear 

and recommending other help. 

 
Congratulations to Helen Brown on 

receiving her Reading Street Pastors 

Commission Last week.  Following her 

completion of the RSP year’s training Helen 

was presented with her Commission by 

Superintendent Nicholas John, Police Area 

Commander at a ceremony at Rushall Farm. 

Helen is now qualified to serve the British Transport Police as Rail Pastor, as 

Street Pastor during the night time economy and during the Daytime Patrols 

in Reading town with local Police.  Well done Helen! 
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect:  Gracious Father, revive your Church in our day, and make her 

holy, strong and faithful, for your glory’s sake in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Creator of our common home, 

You fill the earth and sea and sky with life 

Forgive us our neglect of your creation 

The choking waste of our pollution 

The damage done by careless habits 

And our indifference to future generations. 

Help us to amend our lives 

To refuse more plastic if we can’t reuse it 

To lift our voice for lasting change 

And to live well and gently on the earth 

To the glory of your Son, the Living Word 

Through whom you made this fragile world.  
Amen. 

 

Rt Revd Steven Croft 

Bishop of Oxford 

 
 

JPEG's Three Things for July 

JPEG (St Nicolas Justice, Peace and Environment Group) would love it if you 

joined us in prayer for the following items.   You might like to tie a ribbon to 

our prayer tree as a symbol of your prayers.    

1) Please pray for the pilgrims of Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN) 

reaching Reading on 29th July and for the organisers of all the events: for the 

service with Bishop Olivia and Alok Sharma in the Minster on 31st July and 

for Emma's role with the artwork on display and with her poetry on 30th July 

Please see poster in this sheet. 

2) For the people of the West Bank and Gaza as they face ongoing daily 

oppression and injustice from the occupation of their lands. 

3) For the Christian Aid Global Hunger Appeal. 

May we be reminded to pray for all these situations and also be prepared to be 

part of the solution. 
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Saturday 31 July come and join the fun 
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Notices:  

Our Virtual Journey Back Home around the world. Near Denver 

 

Amazingly some 

new walkers are 

including their 

holiday milage in 

this project! Thank 

you so much, every 

mile counts.  

We are very near 

Denver, but this 

week it would be 

useful to consider 

some of the effects 

of climate change 

and environmental  damage 

on the people who live in this wonderful area. It was pointed out to me that 

many of the fire fighters working with the wild fires hitting the news the last 

few weeks are prisoners. After two weeks training they are used in 

controlling some of the dangerous wild fire areas we saw last week. Men, 

women and teenagers are paid around two dollars a day with the hope their 

sentence will be reduced or wiped clean from their record. Professional fire 

fighters say this is not safe and damaging to their own professional status. 

How a country treats its prisoners is something many Christians have been 
involved in over history. 

The people of Navajo 

Nation have a serious 

long-lasting problem 

with their water supply. 

When moved into this 

area in 1868 the people 

were told they would 

always have access to 

the basic necessities of 

life such as water, but 

mining in the 20th 

century for minerals 

such as Uranium has 

poisoned natural springs. Drinking water has to be brought in by road. 

The Rocky Mountains in Autumn 
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All the states in the area have water supply problems. The Hover Dam was 

designed to supply vast amounts of water to the area. Seven states – 

California, Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, Nevada along 

ith Mexico are bound by agreements that parcel out the river’s water. 

Unfortunately, the original calculations assumed there would be higher water 

supply than happened not allowing for less rain fall or reduced melting snows 

from the Rocky Mountains. Growing populations numbers were also not 

allowed for, causing arguments between the independent states because 

more water is allocated to river users than now actually flows through the 

Colorado.  

 

Water is used to 

water decorative 

lawns in Las 

Vegas which is 

controversial 

when water 

supply is 

becoming 

restricted in other 

areas. 

  

 

 

 
Lake Mead behind the 

Hover dam showing the 

dropping water levels. 

 

 

 

 

40 million people 

depend on water from the Hover Dam, which is getting lower each year, not 

only reducing water but the dam’s hydro-electricity production. Please pray 

for understanding of what is happening, that some places in the world are 

suffering from droughts and some from floods. Pray for COP26 when people 

responsible for world change will talk together about the future. 
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The following items are in 

extremely short supply at 

Woodley Foodbank, so if you are 

able to add any of the items below to 

your shopping basket it will be helping  

members of our community.  

Long life milk 

Juice (Orange / Apple) - non fresh 

Biscuits 

Cooking oil 

Meat meals, tinned pies (meat and 

vegetable) 

Spaghetti  

Noodles 

Rice 

Tinned fish 

Tinned Vegetables  

Tinned Tomatoes Tinned Potatoes 

Soup - All varieties - including ‘Mug 

Shots’ 

Custard - Both tinned and packet 

Deserts - Rice puddings etc  

Bathroom products - Toilet roll, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

deodorants, shower gels, shampoo 

They do have plenty of stocks of pasta, pasta sauce and cereals, so would ask 

that these are avoided if possible. Please drop donations into the basket 

in the Church lobby If you or anyone you know require a food 

parcel you can: Call 07806 658995 to arrange a delivery or to pick up from 

Woodley Baptist Church Mon - Fri 10am - 12pm

 

I am sure many of you remember Helen 

Bantock who lived just across the road 

from St Nics. She joined in with lots of the 

community activities, PPP and ran a craft 

class in the welcome area.  Last year she 

moved with her husband and two boys to 

rural Wales and started a new Glamping 

business.  Kate Humble has been 

following their journey and you can watch 

how they are getting on, on Channel 5’s 

‘A Country Life for half the Price’ on 

Tuesday 3 August at 8pm. 
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Oakwood Forest Church 
 

Do you feel more peaceful and calm when you're in 

nature?  

Have you spent more time noticing the beauty of 

creation in lockdown?   

Are you thankful for the beauty of the world and 

passionate about caring for creation? 

Do you feel connected to God when you walk in the woods  or spend time in 

your garden? 

Then join us at Oakwood Forest Church and journey in faith through the 

seasons of the year.  Everyone is welcome, whether you have a faith or 

none.. 

 

We have 9 Oakwood Forest Church gatherings planned over the coming 

year.   

We will meet at different times depending on the season so please check the 

listing carefully, we'd hate for you to miss one of our gatherings. The dates for 

the rest of this year are 

 

Wednesday 11th August at 6pm : Lammas 

 

Saturday 25th September at 4pm : Autumn Equinox 

 

Saturday 6th November at 4pm : Samwain – shedding of leaves 

 

Saturday 4th December at 4pm : Darkest night – nature sleeps 

 

Location: Community Garden at St Nicolas Church Earley, Sutcliffe 

Avenue. RG6 7JN 

We meet in the community garden at St Nicolas Church on Sutcliffe Avenue 

in Earley. This garden location is fully accessible to everyone whether you 

use feet or wheels, whether you need to stay seated or like to jump and run.   

 

We will be meeting whatever the weather so please come dressed 

appropriately, and bring a chair or a blanket with you.   Dogs on leads are 

welcome. 
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Following on from ‘Noticing’ her is the final step of Oxford Diocese’s 

contemplative toolkit ‘Blessing’: 
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