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Sunday 6 June 2021 
1st Sunday after Trinity 

First Reading 

      Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

1 Samuel 8 : 4-11 

2 Corinthians 4 :13- 5:1 

Mark 3 : 20-end 
 

To phone in and listen to this week’s 10am Sunday Service please call  

01184 693023 

 Week Commencing 7 June …. 

Mon 7 June  Matthew 5:1-12 

Tues 8 June     Matthew 5:13-16 

Weds 9 June   Matthew 5:17-19 

Thurs 10 June    Matthew 5: 20-26 

Fri 11 June   John 15: 12-17 

Sat 12 June  Matthew 5: 33-37 
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Notices:  
 

Pastoral Care at St Nicolas - We are not alone there is always someone 

at the end of a telephone!  

If you need any help such as essential shopping, collecting prescriptions. 

• If you feel like a chat on the phone or wish to pray with someone 

Please contact Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 or Parish Office 0118 966 

9080 (please leave a message)  

St Nicolas Pastoral Care Team will continue with Keeping in Touch and their 

friendly telephone calls to church members who are not in home groups. 

Earley Hub earleyhub@gmail.com  07493 784091 is also there to offer help 

to the community -Collecting prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening 

ear and recommending other help.  

 
It’s volunteers’ this week and and we 

would like to say a huge thank to all our 

volunteers, both past and present, you are 

a vital part of St Nicolas and we really 

appreciate all that you do. The pandemic has 

been a really difficult time, but what is has 

shown us, is the amazing difference people can make when they volunteer, 

not only to the people they help and Charities they volunteer for, but also to 

their own well being. Thank you, you are brilliant! 

 
 

"Humility is one of the foundations of science. 

Understanding what you don't know is critical. I 

hope that as a church we would approach the great 

scientific and technological challenges of our age with 

humility. But we also need, alongside that humility, a 

confidence to speak into the great debates of the day, with 

all the insight a Christian faith gives us into human 

flourishing and human society, and not be afraid to allow our voice to be heard." 
 

Bishop Steven joins a conversation with the Archbishop of Canterbury about 

how faith and science work together, featuring reflections from scientists, 

bishops, church members and practitioners from the Anglican Communion. 

To watch this and other films on the Lambeth Conference website, visit:  

https://www.lambethconference.org/resources/talking-about-faith-and-

science/  
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect: Holy God, God of truth, help us to keep your law of love and to 

walk in ways of wisdom, that we may find true life in Jesus Christ your 

Son. Amen 

 

Lord,  

thank You for a fresh week, 

 a fresh start, a new page on the calendar.  

Thank You for Your presence, 

 Your constant care over my life,  

and the gentle way You guide me day by day. 

 Lord please be with me throughout this week an always. 

Amen 

 
JPEG's Three Things for June 

JPEG (St Nicolas Justice, Peace and Environment Group) would love it if you 

joined us in prayer for the following items.   You might like to tie a ribbon to 

our prayer tree as a symbol of your prayers.   You can click on the links to 

find out more. 

 

• The G7 meets in Cornwall 11-13th.  Thank you to all who have sent postcards 

to Boris.  Still not too late.  There have already been enough to cause the 

cabinet to contact Christian Aid, so do add yours.  Pray that just climate finance 

decisions are made. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/g7-

climate-finance-postcard-action 

• Pray for peace and justice in Israel/Palestine.    Thank God for the current truce, 

but what is needed is a just solution that honours all people as people.  For 

more information and to take action go to https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk/ 

• Compassionate God, you know our hearts and share our sorrows.  We are 

hurt by the despoiling of the living Earth, which we love.  We are angry at the 

loss we contemplate. We long for words of comfort, yet find them hard to hear.  

Turn our grief to active love.  Turn our anger to energy for repair of the world 

Turn our guilt to solidarity and by your forgiveness make us whole with all 

creation.        Andii Bowsher    https://greenchristian.org.uk/show-the-love-

prayer-2021/ 
 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

Our virtual journey home. 

 

The virtual walk has taken us into China but it would be good to use the 

opportunity of thinking about countries in detail as we pass them, meditating 

and praying on how world politics affects humanity especially with the G7 

meeting in Cornwall June 11-13 as well as the future COP26 meeting in 

Glasgow in November. In the UK, we as a geographically isolated island 

never think too much about the shortage or wars that can develop between 

nations over the most basic human need for fresh water.  

Bangladesh is a country on the delta of major rivers from China and India. 

These cause flooding in the rainy season and drought in the dry. The flooding 

is so massive that the simple water collection infrastructure is often 

destroyed and polluted. It is not possible to build large structure such as 

dams.  

The microbiological load on the water systems has caused huge disease over 

history and by the 1970’s the problem was thought to be solved by drilling 

bore holes. This reduced disease but the ground water was found to be 

widely contaminated with arsenic. People are now getting ill with over 

exposure to this element both through drinking water and because it is used 

to irrigate crops such as rice, potatoes and leafy vegetables, so enters the 

food chain. Bangladesh has no control over the rivers that enter its borders 

and India has dammed the Ganges for use in agriculture. This means although 

the flood waters still pass, fresh water is reduced in the dry season. Less 

fresh water in the delta at these times means increased salinity of the water 

and land near the sea. Bangladesh is very much at the mercy of its neighbours 

over this basic resource. 

continued…. 
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Notices:  

cont.. from previous page 

The G7 summit will be held between June 11-13 in Cornwall. The event 

will see the world leaders of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK 

and the US gather to discuss some of the most pressing world challenges 

facing us, from climate change to tackling the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 

Please use the opportunity of G7 meeting to become aware of what it could 

do and pray for these 7 nations and their leaders as they plan to meet.  

Liz Kerry

 

This is a request from the Oxford 

Diocese Mothers’ Union. Early in July 

there is a weekend of fun and activities 

planned for lots of the families that the charity “Children Heard and Seen” 

(childrenheardandseen.co.uk) are supporting. There will be about 50 children 

coming, along with parents, and the age range of the children is from 2 to 16. 

It should be a great event. 

There is accommodation available indoors but everyone will need a sleeping 

bag. If you or your families are having a clear out, or grandchildren have 

grown into adult size bags the Mothers’ Union would love to have them. 

They are happy to wash and make them fresh again. 

As many of the families will be travelling by train it would also be great if 

there were wellington boots available to use while they are at the site. 

Early morning grass is always wet and starting the day with dry feet is so 

much more comfortable. All sizes, especially small child size, welcome. 

If you can help please contact the Earley St Nicolas MU branch leader Ingrid 

Pooler (ingrid@poolers.co.uk or 0118 966 5383). Ingrid Pooler 

 
Update from Zoom Quiz held on 22 May 

Our recent Zoom quiz evening raised £160 for Alexander Devine Children’s 

Hospice Services and The St Nic’s Centre. Held in conjunction with two local 

rotary clubs, Maiden Erleigh and Reading Thames, scores were very high and 

we were delighted to have John Bethell organising the breakout rooms. We 

hope to be able to return to The Centre in October for another fun evening. 

Julia and David Eversham 

 

http://www.childrenheardandseen.co.uk/
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Notices:  

 

Upcoming Café Theologique Online meeting  

Interview with the Revd Dr Andrew Davison: 

Mars, Theology and Astrobiology Monday 14 

June, 7.30-9pm 

On Zoom. Shortcut: http://u.nu/cafetheo (full 

details: https://zoom.us/j/99410788443?pwd=U09sMUVWb0tzYzRpRGxScUk

3aVR1QT09 Meeting ID: 994 1078 8443. Passcode: 511541) 

Dr Davison is the Starbridge Senior Lecturer in Theology and Natural 

Sciences at the University of Cambridge, and Canon Philosopher of St Albans 

Cathedral. He has doctorates in both Natural Science and Theology. His 

forthcoming monograph will explore the significance of exobiology on 

Christian faith. https://www.facebook.com/Reading.Cafe.Theologique 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/chaplaincy/cafe-theologique.aspx

 

The 900th anniversary of 

Reading Abbey is being 

celebrated by Reading Borough 

Council on the 19th June which 

is the Water Fest day and there 

will be much involvement from 

the central Reading churches. 

This is a lovely day out for those 

new to the area with the 

decorated boats coming through on the river with special events and stalls. 

Different people are involved in organising and schools and Rebel theatre are 

hoping to take part at the weekend. There is to be a Tent of Blessings and 

the day would run from 10.00am-5.00pm managed by Transform Reading. At 

lunchtimes on the 21st, 22nd and 23rd June between 1.00pm and 

2.00pm there would be talks on the theme Yesterday, Today and Forever 

(Christianity in the past, present, future).  They are currently looking for First 

Aiders for the event so if you are a qualified First Aider and would be able to 

help be email me so I can put you in touch with the organisers. 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fu.nu%2Fcafetheo&data=04%7C01%7Ccrs96cc%40reading.ac.uk%7C99eaa5e950cc4dc7490008d904012eb1%7C4ffa3bc4ecfc48c09080f5e43ff90e5f%7C0%7C0%7C637545225386506262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FtmsiR1dIkwKVvE0u2iFv96qr1wsukbgg9mVZz0eZ8E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F99410788443%3Fpwd%3DU09sMUVWb0tzYzRpRGxScUk3aVR1QT09&data=04%7C01%7Ccrs96cc%40reading.ac.uk%7C99eaa5e950cc4dc7490008d904012eb1%7C4ffa3bc4ecfc48c09080f5e43ff90e5f%7C0%7C0%7C637545225386516221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TL2osJl8wosGGjmBuCBCohnQCFjItG8nu6Aeb%2BFGh1U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F99410788443%3Fpwd%3DU09sMUVWb0tzYzRpRGxScUk3aVR1QT09&data=04%7C01%7Ccrs96cc%40reading.ac.uk%7C99eaa5e950cc4dc7490008d904012eb1%7C4ffa3bc4ecfc48c09080f5e43ff90e5f%7C0%7C0%7C637545225386516221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TL2osJl8wosGGjmBuCBCohnQCFjItG8nu6Aeb%2BFGh1U%3D&reserved=0
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Following on from last week here is the next step of Oxford Diocese’s 

contemplative toolkit ‘Dwelling’: 
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If you haven’t been up to St Nics for a while I though I would give you a quick 

photo montage, a massive thank you to our volunteer gardeners: 

 

 


