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Sunday 23 May 2021 

Pentecost  

 

 
First Reading 

      Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

Acts 2:1-21 

Romans 8 :22-27 

John 15: 26-27;16: 4-15 
 

To phone in and listen to this week’s 10am Sunday Service please call  

01184 693023 

 Week Commencing 24 May …. 

Mon 24 May      Mark 10:17-27 

Tues 25 May     Mark 10: 28-31 

Weds 26 May   Mark 10: 32-45 

Thurs 27 May    Mark 10: 46-end 

Fri 28 May   Mark 11: 11-26 

Sat 29 May  Mark 11:27-end 
 

 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

Notice of Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) Sunday 23 

May at 12midday.We will be electing 2 x Church Wardens and 3 x PCC 

members. 

To join the meeting online Go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/  

Meeting ID: 891 712 5496 
 

Joining the APCM by telephone Phone: 0203 051 2874 

Enter the meeting ID when requested : 891 712 5496# 

You will be admitted to the zoom waiting room, you don’t need to do 

anything, the person running the zoom will let you in. 
 

Please do take this opportunity to read all about what has been going on at 

St Nicolas in the APCM booket and join us for the meeting so you can have 

your say.  

 

For the next few weeks 

leading up to the G7 

conference and beyond, 

you are invited to mark 

your prayers for change 

and a more just world by 

tying a ribbon to the 

designated tree in the 

church garden. Don’t 

worry if you don’t have 

ribbon there is a bag of 

ribbon pieces for you to 

use. Please let’s make this a 

a beautiful spectacle so we 

can engage more people in 

praying for justice, peace 

and the environment. 

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
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Notices:  

The Children’s society  

Thank you to all boxholders for this 

year's contribution.  Between us we 

raised £306.40. In these days of dwindling 

cash (we mostly pay by card don't we) I 

have decided to discontinue collecting on 

behalf of the Children's Society.  Most of 

us give cheques anyway, so why not send 

cheques direct to: 

Freepost RUAU-HSBE-KKAX, The 

Children’s Society, Octavia House, 

50 Banner Street, London EC1Y 8ST or 

online at https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate    

Thank you, Pam Campion 

 
As some of you won’t be able to make the in person service this week I 

thought I would share this picture of the beautiful flowers Jane has arranged 

in Church for Pentecost. 

 

 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect: Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, revive your Church with 

the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

O God, 

who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people 

by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 

Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, 

and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, 

for ever and ever 

Amen. 

 
JPEG's Pray for Three Things in May 

 

JPEG (St Nicolas Justice, Peace and Environment Group) would love it if you 

joined us in prayer for the following items.   You can click on the links to find 

out more. 

• Boris Johnson has announced a new target of cutting carbon emissions by 78 

percent before 2035 (15 years earlier than previously pledged).  Let us pray 

that his policies now match the rhetoric. 

• May 9th-15th is Christian Aid week.  Let us pray and give generously as they 

celebrate their 75th anniversary and let us thank God for all the work they 

do on our behalf amongst the most vulnerable. 

• Pray for peace and justice in Israel/Palestine.    A new report published by 

Human Rights Watch claims that Israel is committing “apartheid” against 

Palestinians.  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-

apartheid-human-rights-watch-b1838075.html.  In this HRW joins a growing 

number of rights groups to accuse Israel of crimes against humanity. 
 

 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-apartheid-human-rights-watch-b1838075.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-apartheid-human-rights-watch-b1838075.html
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 Christian Aid 

 

Thank you to all who made donations to 

Christian Aid and to those who joined in 

the enjoyable Treasure Hunt despite the 

rainy weather 

 

Christian Aid week might be over but their work continues. Part of that work 

is concerned with liaising with and advising the government. We can support 

this work by getting involved in lobbying and writing to the Prime Minister. 

 

There are two important causes at the moment. 

 

The most immediate is the conflict between Israel and Palestine. We are 

asked to join Christian Aid in calling on the government to pursue an 

immediate ceasefire. You can do this by sending an e-mail, using the form on 

the web site – christianaid.org.uk 

 

The second action is to send a postcard to the Prime Minister prior to the 

G7 conference, requesting that unfair debts should be cancelled and also that 

finance to impoverished countries should be increased. There are postcards 

in the lobby which you can use and the following is a wording suggested by 

Christian Aid. 

 

‘Dear Prime Minister, 

I can’t be in Cornwall for the G7 but I call on you to make this summit a 

success for climate justice. Please 

• increase climate finance to the most vulnerable communities around 

the world 

• cancel unfair debts so that countries can tackle the climate crisis and 

other urgent priorities. 

The futures of millions of people depend on a just finance deal at the G7 and 

COP26. 

With best wishes, 

Your name and address 

 

Send to Boris Johnson, 10 Downing Street, London, SW1 2AA’ 
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Our virtual Journey home continues… 

I am not sure why but a lot of the places we are travelling through are in the 

news with terrible stories. But on the other hand, it’s a clear opportunity to 

pray in a careful manner for the world and the suffering of others, 

and this week there is a good story. 

As of Friday 21st May we have done 3601 miles and our journey 

has taken us along the Ganges and into Nepal. We can follow 

the track of Covid as it rips through populations, and 

meditate on the role of governments in protecting their 

populations. Some of the information from this area is not 

transparent. For instance, Nepal opened its borders to 

rich Westerners who wanted to climb Everest because a 

lot of this country’s economy is based on climbing. The 

climbers are reporting getting ill and the demands of high 

altitude climbing make the symptoms worse. They tell their stories, but what 

is happening to the general population is not as clear. 

We are not going to Pakistan but conditions seem to be worse here. The 

government is charging all for testing – but test results often go missing, so 

the poor do not get tested. Journalists are being imprisoned for criticizing the 

government’s coronavirus preparations. 
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Now the good news and praise.  

We need another 700 miles and then we will be in Bhutan. A tiny, poor 

nation best known for its guiding policy of Gross National Happiness, which 

balances economic development with environmental conservation and 

cultural values. You would think that this country would be at high risk, but it 

has had only one death from Covid in the whole pandemic (which was in 

January 2021).  This is not because of poor reporting. It was very much 

aware of the dangers of this virus from the start and in January 11 2020, 

Bhutan had started drafting its National Preparedness and Response Plan 

testing people who entered the country. It had its first case in March 6 2020, 

a 76-year-old American tourist. Six hours and 18 minutes later, some 300 

possible contacts, and contacts of contacts, had been traced and quarantined. 

The country has worked together, following the latest scientific advice for 

public health and supporting its people to follow this advice. While Bhutan 

might be culturally unique, its experience offers several lessons for affluent 

nations. 
Thimphu residents maintain social distancing 

as they stand in a queue to buy groceries 

outside a store during a nationwide lockdown 

in August. (Upasana Dahal / AFP / Getty)  

This lockdown was cause by one 

case confirmed in the country. The 

orange clad person at the entrance 

of the shop recording names is 

one of thousands of people who 

signed up to leave their homes and 

families for extended periods of time to join the national corps of orange-

uniformed volunteers known as DeSuung. Bhutan’s monastic community—

highly influential in a Buddhist and still largely traditional culture—not only 

pointedly reinforced public-health messaging but also prayed daily for the 

well-being of all people during the crisis, not just the Bhutanese. 
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An update:  

Song of the Prophets 

 

 

 

It's been a long time coming, but in June we will finally hold the world 

premiere of ‘Song of the Prophets: A Requiem for the Climate’, our new 

orchestral work on the theme of climate change. 

 

When we postponed the event last year, we still hoped we might gather with 

you at St Paul’s Cathedral in person. But after careful consideration, we are 

pleased to announce this will now be a digital premiere, which means you can 

join with many more people from around the world online to witness this 

first performance together. 

  

Join us for the world premiere 

‘Song of the Prophets: A Requiem for the Climate’ 

When: Wednesday 9 June, 7pm 

Where: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/song-prophets-

event-page 

 
This new music, performed by Chineke! – Europe’s first majority Black, Asian 

and minority ethnic orchestra, will be recorded live at St Paul’s and broadcast 

during the digital premiere. The concert will come just before the G7 

meetings in Cornwall, so will be a great moment to focus our thoughts on 

the climate justice we want to see. 

 

We thank you for your patience, and look forward to you joining us online, 

we will send a reminder a few days before, so there’s no need to re-register. 

 

We would love as many people as possible to be part of this online event, so 

please spread the word and encourage your friends, family and networks to 

sign up. 

 

 

 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/song-prophets-event-page
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/song-prophets-event-page
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/take-action-ahead-g7
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/song-prophets-event-page
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/song-prophets-sign
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Notices:  

Could you consider cycling? I was so pleased to see the link from the 

diocese promoting cycling.  I can strongly recommend it, and I would love to 

see more people using bikes and cycling to church instead of  using a car.  It’s 

eco-friendly, cheap and safe if you are sensible.   

You don’t need an expensive bike but it does need to work!  If you need help 

getting your bike to work at all or work better, I am happy to be of help - I 

enjoy doing it (and even more so if rewarded by a bottle of wine!)  

Alternatively the Reading Bike Kitchen is a volunteer-run non-profit set-

up and is open on Saturdays from 10am to 2pm at Unit  C10,  Weldale 

Street, RG1 7BX.  If you go there the volunteers will help you to repair it 

and they have a supply of secondhand and new bits and bobs if needed.  

Steve Brown 

 
 

The Rt Revd Olivia Graham, 

Bishop of Reading, was interviewed 

on ITV News Meridian last week 

regarding her thoughts on the 

government’s decision to cut aid 

spending from 0.7% of national income 

to 0.5% – a reduction of more than 

£4bn.  

You can watch the full interview below and find links to help you get involved 

at: https://www.oxford.anglican.org/budget-cuts-aid/ 

 
Pastoral Care at St Nicolas - We are not alone there is always someone 

at the end of a telephone!  

 

• If you need any help such as essential shopping, collecting prescriptions. 

• If you feel like a chat on the phone or wish to pray with someone 

 
Please contact Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 or Parish Office 0118 966 

9080 (please leave a message)  

St Nicolas Pastoral Care Team will continue with Keeping in Touch and their 

friendly telephone calls to church members who are not in home groups. 

Earley Hub earleyhub@gmail.com  07493 784091 is also there to offer help 

to the community -Collecting prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening 

ear and recommending other help.  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/budget-cuts-aid/
mailto:earleyhub@gmail.com
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Big Church Read strats Monday 24 May  

The third national Big Church Read will start on Monday 

when we will be reading How to Pray with Pete Greig. Three 

simple steps – read, watch, discuss – have got Christians 

reading inspiring books all over the country.  

For more information and to watch a video from Pete Greig 

go to: https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/  

 

 
 

https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/
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