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Sunday 9 May 2021 
6th Sunday 

 in Easter 

First Reading 

      Second Reading 

Gospel Reading 

Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end 

1 John 5: 1-6 

John 15: 9-17 
 

To phone in and listen to this week’s 10am Sunday Service please call  

01184 693023 

 Week Commencing 10 May …. 

Mon 10 May     Rogation Day John 15: 26-16.4 

Tues 11 May    Rogation Day John 16: 5-11 

Weds 12 May  Rogation Day John 16: 12-15 

Thurs 13 May   Ascension Day Luke 24: 44-end  

Fri 14 May  Matthias the Apostle  John 15: 9-17 

Sat 15 May  John 16: 23-28 
 

 

 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

 

Christian Aid Week 9th- 15th May   

This year instead of doing a door to door collections, Christian Aid will be 

asking you to donate online.  We will be having a special service this Sunday 

but the St Nicolas Christian Aid online envelope is already set up for 

donations as follows: 

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/stnicolasearley 

 
Notice of Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  We will be 

holding our APCM on Sunday 23 May at 12pm on Zoom the link and 

telephone number will be advised the week before.  We will be electing 2 x 

Church Wardens and 3 x PCC members so if you would like to put yourself 

forward for either of these roles please print and complete the correct from 

from the weekly email and return to the Parish Office.  As always you will 

need a proposer and seconder. Please email office@stnicolas.org.uk or post 

to Parish Office. 

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/stnicolasearley
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Prayer Chain Requests can be sent 
to Janice Williams at 

office@stnicolas.org.uk or 
07453 859159 

Collect: Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your 

disciples: help your Church to obey your command and draw the nations 

to the fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

A Christian Aid Week prayer from 1958 
O Christ our Lord 

who came in homelessness 

that you might find a home in us 

and that everyone would find a home in you 

we bring before you at this time 

all who are homeless, 

in exile or in suffering. 

Grant them the sense of being held fast in you 

and enable all who love you 

to strive together for a world 

which shall be closer to your Kingdom 

in which all may live together as a family, 

each caring for all, and all caring for each, 

for the sake of peace. 

Amen. 

 
JPEG's Pray for Three Things in May 

 

JPEG (St Nicolas Justice, Peace and Environment Group) would love it if you 

joined us in prayer for the following items.   You can click on the links to find 

out more. 
• Boris Johnson has announced a new target of cutting carbon emissions by 78 

percent before 2035 (15 years earlier than previously pledged).  Let us pray that 

his policies now match the rhetoric. 

• May 9th-15th is Christian Aid week.  Let us pray and give generously as they 

celebrate their 75th anniversary and let us thank God for all the work they do on 

our behalf amongst the most vulnerable. 

• Pray for peace and justice in Israel/Palestine.    A new report published by 

Human Rights Watch claims that Israel is committing “apartheid” against 

Palestinians.  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-

apartheid-human-rights-watch-b1838075.html.  In this HRW joins a growing 

number of rights groups to accuse Israel of crimes against humanity. 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-apartheid-human-rights-watch-b1838075.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-apartheid-human-rights-watch-b1838075.html
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Christian Aid Week 

May 9th-15th 

Celebrating 75 years 
This year is Christian Aid’s 75th anniversary and this Sunday is the start of Christian 

Aid Week. As a church we have long linked with Christian Aid.  Their work is more 

important than ever with the effects of both Covid and Climate devastating the 

most vulnerable in the world. So it is a good time to celebrate, to pray, to give and 

to act.  Here are some ways to do this. 

• Join the service on May 9th where we will hear from Jess 

Hall who works at Christian Aid. 
 

• Give using one of these options:  
 

Phone 08080 006 006 Or Use the QR code 
 

Or  use this link 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/christian-aid-service 
 

• Take political action.  See article below. 

• Send e-envelopes to your friends, family, colleagues.  

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/stnicolasearley 

• Join in the Treasure Hunt next weekend.  See article below. 

----------- 

Taking Political Action on behalf of those suffering the effects of climate. 
 

1. Christian Aid is calling on the government to seek justice for those suffering most 

from climate change by 

• Increasing financial support to the world’s poorest countries and pushing for 

their debts to be cancelled 

• Investing in a green recovery that leaves no-one behind   

• Stopping the expansion of fossil fuel energy and support clean energy.   

Let’s add our voice by signing the Climate Justice Petition:  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/climate-justice-2021 

 

 2.  The G7, hosted by the UK is happening in Cornwall in June.  This year we 

cannot all travel there to make our voices heard, but we can all send postcards of 

where we live to Boris, voicing our concerns.   

Countries that caused the climate crisis must financially support those facing its 

worst impacts and the UK must lead the way by making more money available to 

tackle this crisis.  The G7 is a key moment to make this happen. 

You can find a template for what to write here, plus the address for where to send 

it.https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/g7-climate-finance-

postcard-action 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/christian-aid-service
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/stnicolasearley
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/climate-justice-2021
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/g7-climate-finance-postcard-action
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/g7-climate-finance-postcard-action
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Join 5 of the churches in Earley and Lower Earley for a treasure 

hunt in support of Christian Aid!   

 

Visit each of the 5 churches that are taking part.  Try to walk or cycle 

rather than drive. See how many footpaths you can find. You can do the 

treasure hunt at any time between Friday May 14th and Sunday May 

16th. Two letters, and a question to think about, will be on display at 

each of the 5 churches. Note down the letters, and when you have all 10, 

rearrange the letters to work out the secret place (2 words) where the 

treasure is located! (If you do not know where it is, try googling the 

place name!  Or failing that ring Steve on 079415 43213!) The treasure 

can be found at this secret place on Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th 

between 4 and 5.30 pm. 

The 5 churches:  St Peter’s, Salvation Army, Trinity, Brookside and St 

Nicolas.  You can find them all on the map overleaf.  The distance is 

just under 5 miles.  

Christian Aid helps the needy of all faiths and none, and is collecting 

money to mitigate drought caused by climate change in Kenya, enabling 

water storage systems to be built by the affected villages.  

 

Please donate generously via one of these options:   

Use the QR code,   

Or phone 080 006 006  

Or  use this link 

 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/earley-treasure-

hunt-a5486 
 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/earley-treasure-hunt-a5486
https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/earley-treasure-hunt-a5486
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Blue line shows one possible route. 

TAKE CARE ON ANY MAIN ROADS! 

KEEP TO COVID RESTRICTIONS. 
 

St Peter’s Church, Church Road 

RG6 1EY 
 

St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Ave 

RG6 7NJ 
 

Brookside Church, Brookside Close 

RG6 7HG 
 

Salvation Army, Chalfont Close  

RG6 5HZ 
 

Trinity Church, Chalfont Close 

RG6 5HZ 
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Our Virtual Journey Back Home 

 

Following the Ancient Silk Road we are less than 500 miles from 

Kabul, in an area most of us know through stories of fighting and 

threats of wars over oil and water. 

Again the natural resource of surface water such as the river Hari 

from the mountains of central Afghanistan to Turkmenistan, forms 

political boundaries between nations This time Turkmenistan and 

Iran. Sometimes it is dried up and at others a flood. 

There are so many complicated problems in this area but can we 

pray for a resolution for Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, and for the 

people affected by war such as disabled British soldiers and 

civilians. 

We have done1893 miles from Jerusalem in three weeks. If you 

would like to join us on this amazing virtual journey please contact 

the office.office@stnicolas.org.uk See previous weeks of our virtual 

journey on the St Nicolas Facebook site 

https://www.facebook.com/earleystnics/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkmenistan
mailto:office.office@stnicolas.org.uk
mailto:office.office@stnicolas.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/earleystnics/
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Follow the link below to book your place: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charity-quiz-night-for-

alexander-devine-childrens-hospice-st-nicholas-tickets-

152004977981 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charity-quiz-night-for-alexander-devine-childrens-hospice-st-nicholas-tickets-152004977981
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charity-quiz-night-for-alexander-devine-childrens-hospice-st-nicholas-tickets-152004977981
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charity-quiz-night-for-alexander-devine-childrens-hospice-st-nicholas-tickets-152004977981
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charity-quiz-night-for-alexander-devine-childrens-hospice-st-nicholas-tickets-152004977981
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charity-quiz-night-for-alexander-devine-childrens-hospice-st-nicholas-tickets-152004977981
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Notices:  

 

Café Théologique is now online and is open to all.  

 

Monday 17th May, 7.30pm-9pm 

Interview with Emeritus Prof John Barton: A History of the Bible 

 

On Zoom. Shortcut: http://u.nu/cafetheo (full details: 

https://zoom.us/j/99410788443?pwd=U09sMUVWb0tzYzRpRGxScUk3aVR1

QT09 Meeting ID: 994 1078 8443. Passcode: 511541) 

 

Prof Barton is the Oriel & Laing Emeritus Professor of the Interpretation of 

Holy Scripture at the University of Oxford. A History of the Bible was 

featured on Radio 4's Book of the Week read by Hugh Bonneville. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Reading.Cafe.Theologique  

http://www.reading.ac.uk/chaplaincy/cafe-theologique.aspx  

 

 
Could you consider cycling?  

Why not give it a go when you return to travelling 

more.   Have a read of this article on the Oxford 

Diocese website:  

Featuring tips and inspiration from two regular 

Church House Oxford (CHO) cycle commuters, 
Steven Buckley, Director of Communications and 

someone we know well at St Nicolas, Rhodri 

Bowen, Parish Development Adviser (Berkshire 

Archdeaconry).  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/category/ecohub/action-zone/  

 
And another good read is this article in the Reading 

Chronicle by Leon Riccio on How Coronavirus 

lockdown affected faith groups across Reading, it 

includes an interview with our lovely Emma. 

https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/19267413.ask-

coronavirus-lockdown-affected-religion-faith-reading-

residents/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Reading.Cafe.Theologique
http://www.reading.ac.uk/chaplaincy/cafe-theologique.aspx
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/category/ecohub/action-zone/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/19267413.ask-coronavirus-lockdown-affected-religion-faith-reading-residents/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/19267413.ask-coronavirus-lockdown-affected-religion-faith-reading-residents/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/19267413.ask-coronavirus-lockdown-affected-religion-faith-reading-residents/
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Pastoral Care at St Nicolas - We are not alone there is always someone 

at the end of a telephone!  

• If you need any help such as essential shopping, collecting prescriptions. 

• If you feel like a chat on the phone or wish to pray with someone 

Please contact Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 or Parish Office 0118 966 

9080 (please leave a message)  

St Nicolas Pastoral Care Team will continue with Keeping in Touch and their 

friendly telephone calls to church members who are not in home groups. 

Earley Hub earleyhub@gmail.com  07493 784091 is also there to offer help 

to the community -Collecting prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening 

ear and recommending other help. 

 

mailto:earleyhub@gmail.com
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Notices:  

 

Aid cuts - Bishop Olivia speaks out 

The government announced last year it would cut UK aid spending from 0.7% 

of national income to 0.5% - which amounts to a reduction of more than 

£4bn. As the impact of those cuts has become clear, Bishop Olivia, speaking 

to Wokingham Today, says it will hit some of the weakest countries - just 

when they need help the most. 

 

Last autumn, our government made what I believe to be a desperately misguided 

decision to cut our international aid commitment from 0.7% of GDP to 0.5%. They 

claim this is only a temporary measure in response to the budgetary squeeze 

caused by COVID-19. Time will tell.   

 

It follows on from an earlier decision to merge the Department of International 

Development with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, with all the dangers that 

carries of aid becoming a tool of foreign policy rather than a means of alleviating 

suffering and helping the development of some of the poorest countries in the 

world.   

 

We have just learnt where these cuts are going to fall, and (you couldn’t make this 

up) in the middle of a global pandemic, we will be cutting aid to health, water, 

sanitation, and regular vaccination programmes. There is something deeply wrong 

about both of these decisions, which impact the weakest and most marginalised 

communities in the world at a time when we should be standing in solidarity and 
love alongside them. Every life is worth saving, not just the lives of the rich. Even 

enlightened self-interest would suggest that this is poor decision making: none of us 

are safe until we are all safe.  What would Jesus say, I wonder? 

 
In the UK alone, there are over 10 million people living with some 

form of hearing loss, whether it is mild or profound.  

Deaf Awareness Week is all about promoting the positive aspects of living 

with deafness. The Church of England posted two videos to help everyone 

engage in British Sign Language. 

To try signing the Peace watch: 

https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland/videos/1845188625655840 

or the Lord’s Prayer:  

https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland/videos/1119304461912499 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland/videos/1845188625655840
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland/videos/1119304461912499
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Notices:  

 

Join the Big Church Read 

The third national Big Church Read will start on 24 May when 

we will be reading How to Pray with Pete Greig. Three 

simple steps – read, watch, discuss – have got Christians 

reading inspiring books all over the country.  

For more information and to watch a video from Pet Greig go 

to: https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/  

 
Thy Kingdom Come: 13–23 May Every year Christians across 

the globe unite to pray for people to know Jesus. There is an 

abundance of resources online our hope is, that whatever age or 

tradition we have resources that will spiritually nourish and 

encourage all. https://www.thykingdomcome.global/

Christ Church Woodley Table Top sale Monday-

Friday10:00-14:00 At our Donation Point we have 

received various items that we cannot pass on to the 

charities we support and, as we have no Spring Fairthis 

year, we are making the items available for purchase by a 

daily table-top sale.- w/c 10th May Craft Items 

Every week we also have our normal sales of plants and masks. 

We are on the junction of Crockhamwell Road and Arundel Road. 

Money raised will be split between all the charities we have been supporting: 

Toilet Twinning, The Cowshed, Christian Community Action, Woodley 

Foodbank, Woodley Lunch Bunch, Churches in Reading Drop in Centre.

The Chaplaincy at Reading University is hosting The Week of Guided Prayer 

starting May 9th and are inviting local friends to benefit from the online 

workshops that are happening throughout the week. These will be on Zoom, 

7-8.30pm on the topics listed below: 

• Monday 10 - Ways of Praying 1: Imaginative Contemplation 

• Tuesday 11 - Ways of Praying 2: The Examen 

• Thursday 13 - Ways of Praying 3: Doing Art 

The workshops are free and open to all. Please email 

chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk  to register and for the Zoom link. 

https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
mailto:chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk

