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Sunday 21 March  

5th Sunday of Lent 

Passiontide begins 

First Reading 

      Second Reading 

Gospel 

Jeremiah 31.31-34 

Hebrews 5. 5-10 

John 12. 20-33 
 

To phone in and listen to this week’s 10am Sunday Service please call  

01184 693023 

 Week Commencing 22 March …. 

Mon 22 March  John 8. 1-11 

Tues 23 March     John 8. 21-30 

Weds 24 March   John 8.31-42 

Thurs 25 March   Luke 1. 26-38 

Fri 26 March   John 10 31-end 

Sat 27 March  John 11. 45-end 
 

 

further details inside …. 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  
 

On Tuesday 23 March it’s the first anniversary of the first UK 

lockdown, and has been designated as a National Day of 

Reflection to reflect on our collective loss, support those 

who've been bereaved, and hope for a brighter future. The themes are 

reflect, hope and connect. For more information go to: 

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/get-involved/day-of-reflection 

 

REFLECT 

There will be a nationwide minute’s silence at 12 noon and then again at 8pm 

when we can come together to light up the night. Stand outside with a light – 

a candle, a torch, even your phone - to remember someone who's died and 

show your support to people going through a bereavement. 

 

HOPE 

We will be planting seeds as a sign of hope and new beginnings.  

We have three large trays of seed potatoes ready for planting which you can 

collect from the Church garden from Sunday.  If you are unable to get up to 

Church you could always plant the seeds from the lent bag or any bulbs or 

seeds you may already have and enjoy watching them grow. 

 

Instructions for planting the seed potatoes: Plant your seed potato in a 

pot (or in the ground if you prefer), on top of 2 inches of soil, ensuring you 

have some drainage, with the shoots pointing upwards. Cover with soil and 

place in a shady or sunny spot. As the shoots emerge, keep covering with 

soil. Water as needed depending on how much sun it is getting. Spuds should 

be ready to harvest in 60 days (June) One seed potato should yield approx. 

one kilo of early potatoes.

CONNECT 

Talk to other people about how they're feeling.  There are online talks on 

the website which offer an opportunity to share tips, best practices and tools 

to manage grief and look to the future. 

 

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/get-involved/day-of-reflection
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You can show your support for the National Day of Reflection by colouring 

in a picture and putting it in your window.  Emma has designed the images 

below so you can either print it out and colour it in yourself or just print the 

coloured one out. 
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Collect: Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal 

peace through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 

Dear God, 

You knew us before our birth, have been with us every day of our lives and 

wrap your arms around us when we die.  We thank you for your constant 

presence with us and entrust your daughter Melanie into your care and love. 

 

In their grief and shock be with April, Selina and their whole family; 

comforting them and sustaining them with your love, hope and grace. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

JPEG's Pray for Three Things in March 

JPEG (St Nicolas Justice, Peace and Environment Group) would love it if you joined 

us in prayer for the following items.   You can click on the links to find out more. 

 Let’s thank God for the joy of getting our Bronze Eco church award and 

pray that we would all be able to work towards a Silver!!  Let’s pray for each 

other too as we seek to be more responsible in our eating habits following 

our climate service! 

 Parliamentarians in the UK have tabled a Climate and Ecological Emergency 

Bill calling for increased ambition in the UK's climate legislation and real 

leadership ahead of the UN climate talks the UK is co-hosting. Pray for its 

hearing on 12th March.  https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/climate-and-

ecological-emergency-bill  

 Governments around the world are still way behind on producing carbon 

cutting targets that will meet the requirements of keeping global warming 

down to 1.5.  Do pray for greater urgency.  https://unfccc.int/news/greater-

climate-ambition-urged-as-initial-ndc-synthesis-report-is-published 
 

Prayer Ministry Prayer Chain Requests  

via Janice Williams, office@stnicolas.org.uk or 07453 859159 

 

 

https://prayandfastfortheclimate.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e9a4a5a46844b1811d8c3080&id=adacea010f&e=ee2e956361
https://prayandfastfortheclimate.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e9a4a5a46844b1811d8c3080&id=adacea010f&e=ee2e956361
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/climate-and-ecological-emergency-bill
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/climate-and-ecological-emergency-bill
https://unfccc.int/news/greater-climate-ambition-urged-as-initial-ndc-synthesis-report-is-published
https://unfccc.int/news/greater-climate-ambition-urged-as-initial-ndc-synthesis-report-is-published
mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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Notices:  

 
Next meeting Thurs 25 March at 7.30pm 

on Zoom Meeting ID: 867 8248 8028

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
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Notices:  
 

World Water Day, 22 March 2021, is about what water 

means to people, its true value and how we can better protect 

this vital resource.For more information please go to 

https://www.worldwaterday.org/ and for water saving tips go to: 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/13-best-ways-save-water 

A prayer for clean water for all: 

Loving God, we ask for Your blessings on children, mothers, fathers, and communities who 

are thirsty. Purify, protect, and multiply their water sources. Strengthen their resolve so they 

may fully enjoy the benefits of clean water — essentials like education, gardens of fresh 

produce, and good health. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 

 

How do we experience the Holy Spirit at work in our 

lives? ‘Sometimes God can feel distant and far away, and the 

truths about God can seem so big and hard to take hold of. 

Sometimes our hearts can feel as cold and hard as stone towards 

God and towards other people. Those are the moments we need 

to remember this story in particular, and those are the times we need to say, 'I believe 

in the Holy Spirit.'’. This is the fourth in the Come and See series from Bishop 

Steven.  To view go to:  https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/ 

 

https://www.worldwaterday.org/
:%20https:/friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/13-best-ways-save-water
:%20https:/friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/13-best-ways-save-water
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.resetthedebt.uk/prayandact
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There’s still time to join in, share your miles on our Facebook 

group or message them to Liz K.   

See this week’s update from Liz 

 

A week further on our virtual walk and taking a direct route over Turkey we have 

reached Tarsus.  
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If we had a week or two extra, we could have followed the lovely Turkish coast line 

west, discovered Ephesus mentioned in the New testament and further South the 

birth place of our own St Nicholas in Patara. This is now a protected nature reserve 

where Mediterranean turtles still lay their eggs. Further east is Myra where St 

Nicholas was bishop and the original Saint Nicholas Church can be found, which is 

on the UNESCO Tentative List to become a world heritage site. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church of St Nicholas in Myra By Dosseman 

The beach at Patara the town where St Nicholas was born 
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This is a 'virtual walk' to Jerusalem. Part of doing this, is the awareness of being fully 

in God’s Creation when we go outside. Some of us have taken photographs to show 

each other our walks. 

  

 

  
If you cannot walk, if your limbs do not obey you, you can still be aware of the 

created world when in a scooter, using sticks or wheelchair, so please count your 

mileage and join in. Even 500 metres a day helps!  

If you cycle or run to a beautiful part of our countryside and are acutely aware of 

your lungs and legs doing the work and of the surrounding countryside when you 

stop for a little rest your mileage counts. 

If you are walking to the shops, on your daily commute or taking the dog for a walk 

Thank God for this time and see how far you walk without realising it. 

We have just under 700 miles to finish before we reach Jerusalem.  
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Reminder Census 2021: 

takes place this Sunday, 21 

March  

Everyone must complete the 

census and provide accurate 

information. It helps decide 

how services are funded in our 

areas.   If you need help with completing your census please visit 

www.census.gov.uk or call the contact centre on 0800 141 2021.

 

‘Comfort, O comfort my people, says 

your God…’  In ‘Comfortable Words’ 

Bishop Steven Croft’s new book, he shares 

nine reflections on Isaiah 40-55 and helps us 

to discover what these ‘comfortable words’ 

have to say to us today. Each week Bishop 

Steven will release a video that will explore 

two reflections. Sign up to the mailing list 

below for the reading plan, small group 

questions, and reminders of when the 

videos are released. Starting 24/03/21 

Download the reading plan or go to 

https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/comfortable-

words/ for more information 

 

Pastoral Care at St Nicolas - If you feel like a chat on the phone or wish 

to pray with someone.  We are also able to help with essential shopping, 

collecting prescriptions.Please contact Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 or 

Parish Office 0118 966 9080. 

Earley Hub earleyhub@gmail.com  07493 784091 is also there to offer help 

to the community -Collecting prescriptions and shopping, prayer, a listening 

ear and recommending other help.

 

www.census.gov.uk
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Comfortable-Words-reading-plan.pdf
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/comfortable-words/
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/comfortable-words/
mailto:earleyhub@gmail.com
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