
 

      

The PCC of St Nicolas Church, Earley, is a Registered Charity No. 1138037 

Dear Friends, 

 

This is the week we pray for Christian Unity. Perhaps unity is quite a difficult concept for us right 

now, isolated in our houses, all behind masks, not even able to shake hands.  Do we feel 

united?  Do we feel like one body? 
 

For many of us that concept of being united in one body is inextricably linked with the idea of being 

physically gathered together.  If it is difficult to feel as one when we are all separated in our own 

houses – how can we even begin to think about unity across denominations and all churches across 

the world? 
 

In our creed we affirm our belief in ‘one, holy, catholic and apostolic church’. I wonder if 

sometimes this seems to imply some kind of fixed reality, to which we are supposed to sign up for 

and agree with. 
 

But notice this week is not called the week of Christian unity it is called the prayer for Christian 

unity – acknowledging that unity may not be visible, it commits us to pray for it.  Much of the 

language of unity talks about moving towards greater unity, - this movement may not be a straight 

path, and perhaps not the path we expect, but as we pray for unity, part of that prayer is the offering 

of ourselves to be part of that fulfilment. 
 

Ephesians 4 4-6 says; 

There is one body, one spirit you were called in the one hope of your calling, one lord, one faith, 

one baptism, one God and father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 

So our relationship with the Christian fellowship is an expression of the nature of God.  God is 

defined by relationship in the unity of the Trinity, Father Son and Holy Spirit – Creator, Redeemer, 

Sustainer, all acting together as One, and drawing us into the Divine through Christ. One way to see 

unity is that we all point back to the same Source – that is God, reflecting that Source to one another 

and to the world. 
 

So unity doesn’t come from us, but from our common focus on God, in prayer and in worship, in all 

its myriad forms, in all its different expressions and languages.  In this way, overflowing diversity is 

an expression of our connection to God and by that connection to one another.   This gives us a way 

to honour each other, rather than highlight the ways we are different. 
 

Through prayer, the church is not limited to a particular location, but each local church is connected 

to the whole.  May that remind us, each of us in our own homes that through the mystery of prayer 

and worship we remain the body of Christ. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

April 

Rev'd April Beckerleg 

Vicar, St Nicolas Church Earley 

07951 119271 

april@stnicolas.org.uk (day off Fridays) 
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