
Private Prayer at St Nicolas July 2020  

Pre Corvid-19, St Nicolas was one of the few churches locally that remained open for private 

prayer during daylight hours for 7 days each week. As the result of the pandemic, as we open 

for private prayer again, sadly, things are going to have to be considerably different. Keeping 

to Social Distancing recommendations within the church means that the seating available for 

private prayer at any one time will be limited; also that two Stewards will be on duty to monitor 

the number of people entering the church, and to do any necessary cleaning of surfaces. We 

have had to carry out a risk assessment of how we can safely open the church for prayer, 

and the following protocols now apply.  

● St Nicolas will open for private prayer week commencing 5th July for two hours on 

Tuesday evenings 7.00 - 9.00pm , Wednesday afternoons 2.00 - 4.00 pm and Friday 

mornings 10.00 - 12.00 (noon).  

● If you come as part of a couple and wish to sit together, please do. If you come 

alone, please observe all the social distancing measures (generally 2m spacing);  

● Should numbers require it, there will be a queuing system to enter the church, from the 

public pavement, along the slabbed pathway and through the ‘old’ front door;  

● There will be a one way system around the church site, marked by signs and 

barriers;  

● For Track and Trace recording requirements, you will be asked for your first name and 

your phone number as you enter. This data is only for Track and Trace purposes, will be 

held securely and will be destroyed after four weeks.  

● Visitors are asked to bring their own prayer books and Bibles. If you’d find it 

helpful, there will be available a sheet of printed prayers, to use and takeaway  

● You’re asked to use the sanitising hand gel, or alternatively the plastic gloves, 

available as you enter church.  

● In order to help protect each other, please bring your own face covering and use it 

whilst in church;, but disposable face masks will be available. If for medical or anxiety 

reasons you can’t wear a mask, then do mention that to the Steward on duty as you enter 

the church, and there will not be a difficulty.  



● The church toilet will be reserved for Steward and emergency use only.  

● To light a candle, ensuring you’re a couple of metres’ away from anyone else, take a 

night light from the side of the altar, light it from one of the candles on the altar and place 

it in one of the empty glass candle holders.  

● To leave the church, please exit passed the organ, out through the fire door by the 

kitchenette, and into the car park. If you have mobility issues and need to leave through 

the front door, please liaise with the steward at the front door, to enable the maintenance 

of social distancing.  

● Please leave the St. Nicolas car park using the vehicular exit.  


