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From the Editor 

Have something to say? A prayer to offer? 

A project to share? An event to promote?  

We would love to hear from you! Please, 

don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Elaine Spratling 

T: 0118 926 1317  

E: elain2spratling@aol.com 

St Nicolas Parish Office 

 

Vicki Procko 

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 10am—2pm  

 

 

The deadline for submitting 

items for the next Newsletter is 

15th of February 

Articles to Elaine Spratling 

please 
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CHURCH SERVICES JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2020 

Every Sunday 
   

8am 

10am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Every  Wednesday  11am Holy Communion & Coffee 

First Sunday of every month  5.30pm Sunday@6 (Meeting from 
5.30pm for a drink in the  
welcome area before the  
informal service  in the Pat  
Dummer Hall) 

Second Sunday of each month 4pm People Prayers and Potatoes—
Messy Church  

 

ST NICOLAS CALENDAR MONTHLY EVENTS 

First Monday  2.15pm Memory Café & Seated Exercise 

Second Tuesday 2.15pm Mothers’ Union (in the church) 

First Wednesday 8pm Men’s Curry Night at Rajmoni 

First Thursday 
 

7.30pm Ladies’ Pub Night at the Wheelwrights 
Arms, Hurst 

Last Thursday 7:30pm Going Deeper 

ST NICOLAS CALENDAR WEEKLY EVENTS 

Every Monday 9:30am 

2.15pm 

Noah’s Ark 

Seated Exercise 

Every Tuesday 10am Board Games Café 

Every Thursday 9am-12pm 

2pm 

Community Coffee Morning 

Over 50’s Club 

Every Friday 9.30 -11.30am 

2.15pm 

Craft workshop 

SNAC 
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WHAT ELSE IS ON IN ST NICOLAS CENTRE  

 
Come and see what else is going on or just put in for a cuppa 

Mondays 

HIIT– High Intensity interval training  every week  7.30pm & 8pm 

Tuesdays 

Ann Field Yoga    every week  7.30 pm–8.45pm 

Wednesdays 

Perform: children’s drama/singing  every week  4.00pm –6.00pm  

Model Club    1st week only  7.00—9.00pm 

Earley & District Flower club 3rd week only  7.45.- 9.45pm 

Finding peace in a frantic world  (15th Jan )   7:30pm 

Thursdays 

AUM Yoga     every week  6.30pm –7.45pm 

5-Rhythms     every week  8.15pm -9.45pm 

Fridays  

1st Earley Baden Powell Scouts every week  7.30-9.00pm 

Saturdays 

Berkshire Tai Chi   every week  9.00am – 12.30pm 

Hall/Room Hire -  for private parties and events:  

contact Jane in the Parish Office at  

bookings@stnicolas.org.uk 

mailto:bookings@stnicolas.org.uk


5 

 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

Dear All, 

A very Happy New Year.  As we greet the New Year let us take time to look back 
with thankfulness for all we have experienced, all that we feel has been 
achieved, the discoveries of new pastimes, and the making of new relation-
ships.  Please add to the list and include in everything the joys and the sorrows, 
for in everything God has been alongside in his faithfulness.  Having looked 
back we then look forward and I have been reminded of King George VI’s 
words, “I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, “Give me a light 
that I may tread safely into the unknown”.  And he replied, “Go out into the 
darkness, and put your hand into the hand of God.  That shall be to you better 
than light and safer than a known way”. 

Having enjoyed all the New Year festivities we move to one of the church’s first  
celebration of the New Year which is the Epiphany on 6th January.  We may 
well have been singing “As with gladness men of old” or “We three King’s of 
Orient are” for some weeks.  However, the Church uses a special festival to 
show that Epiphany, a Greek word which means a manifestation or appearance, 
is given space in the Christian Year to explore the fact that the baby Jesus, Jesus 
who is King of all Kings, came for both Jews and Gentiles.  

The celebration is that of the visit of the Wise men or Three Kings who followed 
the star and found Jesus in a stable in Bethlehem.  Many describe them as  
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Astrologers, who in their studies of the stars, had spotted one that intrigued 
them and resolved to follow to see where it would lead.  They had read that a 
star might be a sign that an important baby was to be born.  A bright star like a 
bright light led them.  They, like the man at the gate, were prepared to go out in 
the darkness and be led.  They set off in hope and expectation, bearing gifts, 
and were not disappointed. 

As we step into another year are we going to travel with the same resolve, 
hope and expectation of the Wise men? Let us look at the word resolve  
because truly it is part of the word resolutions which many of us are quick to 
make at this time of year.  We start with great resolve filled with hope and  
expectation of the things we feel have the potential to change our lives.  Most 
of these fail before the month of January ends and we settle back into tried and 
tested routines.  What if our resolve is to start each day placing our hand into 
the hand of God, with the prayer on our lips, “Christ be our Light, shine in our 
hearts, shine through the darkness, Christ be our Light shine in your Church/
World today. 

Having placed our hand into the hand of God what would be our hope and  
expectation? The word Epiphany has another meaning, that of a sudden flash 
of understanding or insight, usually of a compelling truth.  Our Epiphanies often 
come when we take the scriptures and read them.  We could start with the 
Psalms.  It could be that we would echo the expectation of the Psalmist in 
Psalm 23. “The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want” or in a modern  
translation, “God my shepherd, I don’t need a thing.  True to your word you let 
me catch my breath and send me in the right direction.  Even when the way 
goes through Death Valley, I’m not afraid when you walk at my side.  Your 
trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel secure.” Our resolve has to be to learn 
more of God the Father who created us and loved us and gave his Son Jesus 
Christ, his one and only Son so that no one need be destroyed, but by believing 
in Him receive a whole and lasting life. 

The Wise men greeted the baby Jesus with gifts each of which bore a  
significance.  The Gold was heralding his kingship, the Frankincense our 
acknowledgement of him in worship and adoration and Myrrh a forecast of his 
death.  We are all created with gifts, some we acknowledge and appreciate and 
others lie undiscovered.  I remember a time when I was challenged to discover 
a new gift each year.  As I write I am still trying to discern what this might be for 
2020.  I trust we will all discover something.  These will be gifts we can offer 
continuously in love and service of God in the church and community. 
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The Wise men were wise because they believed in goodness.  They believed 
that being kind was more important than being powerful.  They believed that 
love was the strongest force on earth, and they were patient.  To our gifts we 
can add these virtues, because whenever someone 
listens, cares, forgives, shares or holds someone’s 
hand we demonstrate love is in charge. 

Happy New Year.  May we all receive a light that will 
enable us to tread safely into the unknown.  Remem-
ber that year after year, that when the world least 
expects it, in the dark of the night, in times of great 
chaos, surrounded by the lowliest and sought by the 
wise men, love creeps in and is born in us. 

My love in Christ, 

Daphne 

Christine Seal christineseal@virginmedia.com or 

Tony Ive tony.ive@powertec.co.uk 
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OPEN TO GOD 

“Pray as you can,  

not as you can’t.” 

- Dom John Chapman  

The
 Prayer Corner 

At St Nicolas we care for each other in the good times and when life is 
more challenging.  If you would like a chat, visit or Home Communion, 
please contact the clergy or pastoral care team via the church office 0118 
966 9080 or email care@stnicolas.org.uk  

 

mailto:care@stnicolas.org.uk
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OPEN TO GOD 
 

Daphne's Journey 

The journey of faith is different for everyone.  Some of us have received more 
encouragement than others, and I have been so blessed by those who have 
been there for me at each stage.  The home of my Sunday school teacher, 
Miss Barter and her friend Miss Beal was open house to me and other young 
people throughout our teens. 

My family (father, mother and twin brother) and I moved to London when I 
was eleven years old. By then I had already experienced being baptised into 
the Church of Wales, attended a Presbyterian Sunday school and frequently 
sat through welsh services at Salem the Calvinistic Methodist church in Cardiff 
where for many years my aunt was a Deacon and the Treasurer.  In addition, 
my mother started to introduce us to evening worship at Llandaff Cathedral. 

In south London St. Laurence Catford became the place where my faith was 
nurtured.  It was also where years later John and I were married. 
It was in the years of teen struggles with exams that the knowledge that I was 
held by God in his love and faithfulness that led me to trust his leading and 
guiding.  The first step at 17 years of age was to be accepted on an 18 month 
training in child care with Dr. Barnardo’s  Homes.  In this time I studied at the 
Garden Homes in Woodford Bridge, gained experience at a girls home in  
Llandudno, spent months at a reception centre in Cardiff and at a mixed 
home, Highbroom in Crowborough.  When the course was completed I  
returned to Highbroom for a further four years as a housemistress for 18 of 
the 48 children. 

These were years of preparation for responding to the next part of the  
journey to train as a Moral Welfare Worker at the Josephine Butler Memorial 
House in Liverpool.  The years in child care had opened my eyes to the plights 
of children not necessarily orphaned but from broken or inadequate families.  
The Church was not prepared to accept me for training until I was 23 years 
old.  So it was arranged for me to spend a year at the Dover Moral Welfare 
home, caring for young girls who had given birth from incestuous relation-
ships or who were beyond parental control or living in situations deemed im-
moral.  I spent the year cooking for a household of twelve and “listening”. 
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OPEN TO GOD 
 

More preparation to become the person God was desiring me to be in his  
service.  Two years study in Liverpool.  The course was based on Theology 
with Sociology.  This offered practical experience in the Liverpool Child care  
department, Housing department and time with the Personnel department at 
Evan’s Medical factory in Speke.  After two years I was appointed Worker for 
the Hitchin and Baldock Deaneries of St. Albans Diocese and licensed by the  
Bishop.  My case load was supporting unmarried mothers to make the right  
decisions for their futures.  St. Albans was also a registered adoption society. 
God is a God of surprises! Half way through my training in Liverpool John and I 
met at a Student Christian conference at Swanwick.  We were assistant  
commission leaders in the group, the Christian’s attitude to sex and marriage.  
John was starting his year in Pastoral theology in Warminster and I was in  
Liverpool, so in our first year we only physically met about four times.  The 
letters we wrote still remain in our possession. 

So two years after John was ordained Deacon and I had worked in St. Albans  
Diocese we were married and I joined 
John in Camberley where the curates 
house on the Old Dean estate was 
completed three weeks after our  
honeymoon. John was a candidate of 
SPG which became USPG to consider 
and pray about offering to serve Over-
seas long before we met.  This meant 
that the next calling was to serve the 
church in  Singapore.  When we went 
we were accompanied by Mark who 
was 15 months and his sister Ruth and 
brother Paul were born in subsequent 
years.  We had ten very happy years 
before returning home to the  
Worcester Diocese In 1977.   

In 1989 I became Diocesan President 
for the Mothers’ Union and the  
Bishop was prepared to licence me to preach and administer the chalice dur-
ing the six years of office.   
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OPEN TO GOD 
I felt God was extending another challenge and inviting me to consider this for 
the future.  The Diocese accepted the calling and I was licensed in April 1991. 

Many doors have continued to open up while my own training has never been 
wasted.  In 1995 I was elected a General Trustee of the Mothers’ Union and  
also became chairman of Family Life and Marriage Education for the Church of 
England.  We retired together at the end of 2000 and settled in Alcester in the 
Coventry Diocese.  My licence was renewed in 2004 after caring for my mother 
who lived until she was 100 years.  Alcester was a Minster with eight  
congregations and many challenges.  

Through the past 40 years our deepening relationship with Our Lord has been 
supported and encouraged by membership of the Franciscan Third Order.  In  
addition to being so  warmly welcomed by all at St Nicolas we have also been 
welcomed into their fellowship in the groups in Berkshire.  I give thanks for my 
licence and pray that in our journey as we go forward into the coming year we 
will all continue to give to one another that gift of encouragement. 

Daphne 

With God in Silence 
A silent retreat with individual guidance 

Residential 

(www.guidedsilentretreats.com)((w 

Breathing Space Retreats – 2020 

21st - 23rd Feb 

 29th - 31st May 

 9th - 11th Oct 
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OPEN TO GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Libby writes: On Tuesday 19th November 2019 in St Paul’s Cathedral at the  

Ordination and Consecration of Olivia Graham as Bishop of Reading and Rose 

Hudson-Wilkin as Bishop of Dover, as Archbishop Welby gave the newly  

ordained Bishops their episcopal rings and pectoral crosses, Jermain Jackman 

sang this song written by Thomas Dorsey: 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 

lead me on, let me stand. 

I’m tired, I’m weak, I’m lone. 

Through the storm, through the night, 

lead me on to the light. 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

When my way grows drear, 
precious Lord, linger near 

when my light is almost gone. 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 

hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

When the darkness appears 
and the night draws near 

and the day is past and gone. 
At the river I stand 

guide my feet, hold my hand. 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 
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OPEN TO GOD 
Bible Reading 

I have fond memories of my grandmother reading Bible stories to me before I 
went to bed.  Sometimes, I found the stories gripping and exciting,  
sometimes, it was the names – Shadrak, Meschack and Abdenego still make 
me smile. 

Those bedtime stories set a precedent and I continue to read the Bible at bed-
time but now I need a prod or a prompt to go deeper into what I read.  And I 
have found that help via the Bible Reading Fellowship.  The aim of the Bible 
Reading Fellowship is to help people to engage with the Bible and apply it to 
their lives and through their notes, they hope to encourage regular and thor-
ough Bible reading. 

The Fellowship produces daily notes, which are issued quarterly.  There are 
four different publications, Guidelines, New Daylight, Day by Day and Upper 
Room.  Samples are available in the bookcase in church. 

The notes for Upper Room are written by readers sharing their thought and 
writing about how a particular verse/ verses has impacted them. 

Day by day has a slightly different aspect in that it is written by women for 
women.  Each day’s reading will end with a prayer or something to ponder on. 

New Daylight notes discuss and comment on particular Bible passages and 
again each day’s notes conclude with a prayer. 

Guidelines discuss scripture passages in more depth and encourages wider 
reading. 

One of our regular readers sent the following comment ‘I have been reading 
New Daylight for several years.  The daily readings from the Bible are chosen 
carefully by various writers on a particular theme covering two weeks.  Some-
times the passages are quite difficult to understand, others fairly simple.  I find 
the BRF note commentaries are always measured and constructive.  In several 
instances, I have found that a particular commentary connects quite  
dramatically with my own circumstances, and how God comes into one’s life in 
unexpected and caring ways, and provides a train of thought which guides one 
through life in general.’ 

Should you wish to try using these notes, please contact me:   
Marjory Codling, 9663620,  codlingfam@aol.com.  
The cost is £4.50 per quarter or £13.50 per year .        
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OPEN TO GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you; we couldn't do it without you  

St Nicolas Church and Centre relies on volunteers doing all sorts of jobs to 

keep the show on the road.  From flower arranging and photocopying, to risk 

assessments and minute taking; from leading our young people and visiting 

those who are sick, to arranging music and keeping the coffee flowing.  With-

out the army of volunteers our church services would not run as smoothly, our 

centre could not be as welcoming to our community, most of our groups 

would not meet and our mission would not be as alive.  

So this is a huge thank you to every one of you; we appreciate everything you 

do.            Emma Major 
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OPEN TO GOD 
Our favourite hymns  

 
Over the last few years we have had a number of articles in the newsletter 
from people who wanted to share their favourite hymn.  I loved reading these 
articles and hearing about hymns people enjoy and why; so I borrowed the 
idea and posted the question on our various social media platforms. 

Across Twitter, Instagram and Facebook we got reminisces and discussions in 
response to the question "what is your favourite hymn?".   

A large number of people went back to their school days remembering hymns 
that sang in assembly or at church: 

Lord of the Dance, 

Morning has Broken, 

All things bright and beautiful 

Other people chose hymns which 
reminded them of times of great 
emotion in church including wed-
dings and funerals: 

Amazing Grace, 

The Lord's my Shepherd 

Whilst others suggested hymns 
they wish they would, or still, sing 
regularly in church: 

Lord of all hopefulness, 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, Here I am Lord, In Christ alone 

I am sure you're reading this list of hymns and at least one connects you to a 
strong memory or emotion; many did for me and I enjoyed a couple of hours 
listening to these and other hymns.  Or perhaps reading this article has made 
you think of your own favourite hymn.  If that's the case then I'm sure I'm not 
the only one who would like to hear about why it's special for you; please write 
a few words for the next newsletter. 
 
Emma 
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OPEN TO GOD 

Hymn books and music library 

When we purchased the new Hymns Old and New hymn books, a number of 
music copies were bought for use by singers and musicians.  Over time, quite a 
few of these, particularly the full music editions have been borrowed and have 
not made their way back to church.  The full music editions are quite expensive 
(around £25 each) and we are now down to a couple of copies in the library.  If 
you have one of these at home, please either let me (Caroline Peters) know or 
return it to church. 

Also available in the library are a wealth of other hymn books—ranging from 
one published in the late 1800’s to  resources published in the last few years.  
Many thanks to Peter Durrant and Eleanor Gunbie for their assistance in sorting 
out the filing so that we can now make easy use of these books and especially 
to Peter for donating some additional singing resources to the church.   We’ve 
discovered that we have a particularly good range of music for Christmas—so 
look out for some new things next year!  

The main music library is in the  white painted unit in the  lounge area and 
some additional music can be found in the middle large cupboard (also in the 
lounge).  If you’re organizing anything that requires music, feel free to use this 
library, but do be sure to return anything that you borrow.  There is an exercise 
book in the cupboard in which you can note what you have borrowed.  This is 
useful in case others are looking for the resource and it isn’t in church. 

Caroline Peters 

SUNDAY AT SIX … a worship service that 

happens on the 1st Sunday of the month –  an in-

formal time of prayer, worship and sharing how God is 

working in our lives… meet at 5:30 pm for a  

cuppa… talk to Andy or Miriam Barlow if you want to 

know more or just come along – the next couple are Sunday 5th January 

and Sunday 2nd February in the St Nicolas Centre Pat Dummer Hall. 
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OPEN TO GOD 
Bishop Olivia 

Olivia Graham was consecrated as Bishop of Reading 
in St Paul’s Cathedral on 19th November 2019,  
alongside Rose Hudson-Wilkin as Bishop of Dover, the 
first female black bishop.  

+Olivia was welcomed into her ministry among us in  
Reading Minster on 23rd November. Both services 
were up-lifting and Spirit filled, full of song and joy. In 
Reading +Olivia chose to include some inspiring  
African songs and  meditative Taize chants in the  
worship, alongside more traditional hymns. 

In her address to those who were in the Minster to 
celebrate her elevation, +Olivia outlined her hopes for her future ministry as 
our Bishop of Reading. Some of her themes and ideas were: 

• Faith hope and joy are our message 
• We are all honoured and valued 
• We have a calling to follow despite our failings 
• We are serving Christ together 
• Berkshire is a strange mix of wealth and poverty 
• We are all in this together 
• The church is to be involved  with the whole life of society, both political,  

social and recreational 
• Be outspoken for our values 
• Jesus is a new king to care for the poor and dispossessed, to speak up for-

righteousness and truth in faithfulness, in and to the whole world. 

+Olivia emphasised some of her main concerns for her future ministry: 

• Young people 
• A pilgrimage to Taize in 2020, details to follow 
• Climate change and its challenges 
• Contacts with the Anglican Church in the diocese of Kimberley and Kuruna in 

Africa 
• That Christians should live out, and speak about, ethical decisions in our  

everyday lives 

We pray for her and her ministry, and for Rosie in Dover that their ministries 
will encourage growth in the church. Her final blessing was “Go with love and 
joy and guts. In the name of God,  Amen” 

Robert Bryce 
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Prayer Ministry at St Nicolas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe in the power of prayer in our lives, the church and for our  
community.  We offer four  forms of prayer ministry to those who are in need 
of the comfort of God about a particular issue in their lives.   

 
Prayer Chain 

We receive requests from prayer in person, by phone and email.  These are 
prayed for by our prayer chain. 

 

Prayer Corner 

We have a prayer corner next to the organ in church, with candles which  
people can light in prayer and a prayer board for written prayer requests.   

 

Prayer Ministry after services 

At least twice a month, trained members of the prayer ministry team are avail-
able to pray with anyone who wishes to ask. 

 

Prayers for the Parish 

Members of the clergy team pray morning prayer every morning in church and 
in their own homes.  An important aspect of this prayer is praying through the 
streets in the parish and for the individuals in our congregation through the 
month. 

 
 

 

OPEN TO GOD 

Prayer Ministry Someone will be here to pray with you after most 10am Services. Prayer Chain Requests via 

Janice Williams, office@stnicolas.org.uk or 07453 859159 

mailto:office@stnicolas.org.uk
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St Nics Young People 

Every Sunday our young people join together in age groups; God Squad for 4-
10 years and Focus for ages 10-18.  The sessions usually  start with a fun game 
or activity and food always tends to play a big part. Recently the youth of our 
congregation have been following The  24/7 Prayer Course (linked with the Al-
pha Course) which is basically six video presentations, based around the Lord’s 
Prayer on Adoration, Petition, Intercession, Perseverance, Listening & Warfare  
see http://www.24-7prayer.co.uk/whats-on/the-prayer-course/ it is well worth 
a look.  The younger children have joined in on occasion or continued  with ac-
tivities and stories that link to the bible.   

Over the past months it has been encouraging to have had them be involved in 
Sunday @6 and also youth worship at Trinity Church.  We hope they continue 
to flourish in their personal journeys of growing confidence, faith and 
knowledge. 

We have also enjoyed our messy Church Sessions “People, Prayers an Pota-
toes”, the most recent being the making of the Christingles followed by a short 
service.  Our next PPP Messy Church session will be on Sunday 12th January 
from 4pm—6pm when we will be crafting and talking about Bible Heroes, and 
of course we will finish with a jacket potato tea. so please do come along,  
everyone is welcome. 
Eleanor Gunbie . St Nicolas Children’s and Families Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN TO GOD 

http://www.24-7prayer.co.uk/whats-on/the-prayer-course/
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Contact Eleanor on 07879 820367 for more details. 
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In what was a shock to many, very sadly, 
our much loved Gillian Bullimore died in 
the Royal Berkshire Hospital on the even-
ing of 8th November, in what was a 
peaceful passing.  On 22nd November 
2019, after a private family service at 
Easthampstead Crematorium committing 
Gillian to God’s care, 120 people, family 
and friends, gathered in St Nicolas 
church to remember her and to  
celebrate her life. 

Gillian married Alan Bullimore in 1960; 
they shared a strong, loving marriage 
that lasted until Alan’s death in 2008.  
Their children Helen, Graham and Rich-
ard were central to their lives, as were their grandchildren and great grand -
children in later years.  

Gillian and Alan became members of St Nicolas soon after moving into their 
Silverdale Road home in 1960 and St Nics became an important part of their, 
and subsequently, their children’s lives. I quote from the family tribute at her 
Memorial service: 

‘Gillian joined the Young Wives Group, the Mother’s Union; the choir, was on 
the PCC, became Church Warden for a time; was on the flower rota, became 
the Sacristan for some years, and for 30 years was the Verger, assisting at 
Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms.  Both Alan and Gillian were members of the 
drama group SNIPS; Alan treading the boards, Gillian sitting at the side as 
prompt.  Among other things, SNIPS did passion plays, comedies and old-time 
music hall.  Both Alan and Gillian loved singing and sometimes they sang du-
ets, a particular favourite was the Frank Sinatra song we heard at the begin-
ning of this service, Some Enchanted Evening.’ 

OPEN TO   ONE ANOTHER 

In Memoriam 

Gillian Bullimore  

21st April 1938- 8th November 2019 
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Gillian was utterly faithful and reliable during her long service to the church 
and she is much missed.  A couple of weeks after she first went into hospital 
for what was to prove her final illness, she told me that she felt it was time to 
give up the role of Verger.  Believing at that point she’d soon be home, I asked 
Helen what Gillian would like as a thank you gift from the church and was told 
a bird feeder, so as to be able to watch the birds from her new conservatory; 
so I bought one.  Sadly, Gillian was never able to return home to receive it.  
Now it is in the St Nicolas garden, opposite the Welcome area window,  
providing nuts and seeds for the birds, and is well used.   

Rest in peace Gillian  

Libby 

 
Gillian made good friends at St Nicolas and touched many lives; we all have 
our memories of her,  and here are tributes from some of her friends in the 
Mothers Union:  

“Gillian always helped me to find my way around the Church , and helped me 
in many other small ways - when I arrived at Church soaking wet from a rain 
storm, she found me a towel to dry my hair, and when I scratched my hand on 
a bramble on the way up the road, she found me a plaster and made sure I was 
alright.I will always remember her as a dear friend.  We will all miss her very 
much”.  Pat Cocks 
 
“Gillian was a very good friend to me - I knew I could always call on her if I 
needed help of any kind.  One evening whilst sitting in the chair in the lounge I 
suddenly felt queasy and was violently sick .I could not stand up, my head was 
all over the place.  My family were away so I rang Gillian (she always had a 
key) and she came straight away, sorted me out, cleaned me up and helped me 
get to bed.  She also rang the doctor and Maggie to see if she could come and 
stay with her for a while (I think she felt she could do with a little support).  
Then she stayed the whole night to make sure I was OK in the morning, by 
which time things had settled down.    To me that was the act of a true friend, 
and that is how I will always remember her - as a truly great friend. God bless 
you Gillian and thank you for your friendship”.  Ruth Parker 
 
“It was a privilege to have known you at St Nicolas. You were the first person to 
welcome Dave and I to St Nicolas in May 2015. I enjoyed your sense of humour 
and laughter. Thank you Gillian  for your friendship”.     Ingrid Pooler 

OPEN TO   ONE ANOTHER 
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OPEN TO   ONE ANOTHER 

“She and Margaret Mackenzie took me under their wing when I started attend-
ing St. Nicolas Church properly in 1976.  Over the years we became friends and 
would walk down to church  together putting the world to rights as we walked. 
I will miss her sitting on the back row, her smile as she greeted us all when we 
came to church.  Her encouragement in whatever we did, her sympathy in Roy's 
illness and before he was ill the daftness they shared together.  
Thank you Gillian for your friendship, may you now rest in peace”. 
Maggie Carter 

Poem read at Gillian's memorial service 

God's Garden 

God looked around his garden 
And found an empty place 

He then looked down upon the earth, 
And saw your tired face. 

 

He put His arms around you 
And lifted you to rest. 

God's garden must be beautiful, 
He always takes the best. 

 

He knew that you were suffering, 
he knew that you were in pain 
he knew that you would never 

Get well on earth again. 
 

He saw the road was getting rough 
And the hills were hard to climb 
So He closed your weary eyelids 
And whispered "Peace be thine". 

 

It broke our hearts to lose you 
But you did not go alone... 

For part of us went with you 
The day God called you home. 

    
Author  D.W.McConway 

 

Editors Note:  

The fulsome  
tributes we re-
ceived would have 
been sufficient to 
fill an entire  
newsletter, these 
are edited high-
lights. If you would 
like to see the full 
tributes please 
contact the Parish 
Office  
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Summary of the PCC meeting held on  
Thursday 14th November 2019 

 
There were discussions on the following topics:  
• concerns about our expenditure exceeding income 
• raising money for repayment of the loan for the Centre 
• our outward giving 
Various decisions about finance are deferred to the budget next January 
 
We will carry out our own energy audit for SNCC 
 
We had received positive reports from the various church groups 
Several groups are in need of more volunteer manpower 
 
Recognition of the hard work of our office staff, above and beyond their con-
tracted hours 
 
Possible new Montessori pre-school in the SNCC large hall – negotiations con-
tinue 
 
The roles of youth wardens to be re-instated 
 
The Vacancy - adverts are in the Church Times.  We took out the package which 
allows us to continue the ad until the post is filled. 
 
Dates of next PCC meetings are Wednesday 22nd January 2020 and Thursday 
19th March 2020 

 
The minutes of PCC meetings are available on request in the church office, 
once they have been approved.  As the minutes are approved and signed at the 
next PCC meeting, the full November ones will be available to view in January 
and the January ones will be available in March. 
 
If there is any matter that you would like raised at a PCC meeting, do contact 
the wardens John Louth or Robert Bryce, or Helen Brown. 
Helen Brown 
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Mothers’ Union Meeting Tuesday 8th October 2019 

The meeting, which was held in the Church, was led by Ingrid Pooler (Branch 
Leader). It opened with prayers and notices from Ingrid followed by a hymn 
(“How deep the Father’s love for us”). 

Maggie Carter has agreed to be the Mothers’ Union Branch Mail Order Co-
ordinator. She had a stall at the back selling diaries and Christmas cards. 
Audrey Wilks and family sent a card thanking us for the help with her  

husband, Alf’s, memorial service held at St Nicolas. 

After the hymn Daphne Cook gave a talk on the  
subject of “Surprises”. Daphne spoke of how God 
had been leading her in life through the many sur-
prises and gave a colourful talk which everyone 
found interesting and spiritually challenging. 

The talk was followed by two games of “Beetle” fol-
lowed by tea, biscuits and a raffle.  

 

Mothers’ Union Meeting November 2019 

We met in the Church on Tuesday 12th November. Ingrid Pooler began the 
meeting with a welcome, prayers and notices. Sadly, the notices included the 
passing of Gillian Bullimore. It was reported that we had received a package 
of Christmas goodies from Grovely Mothers’ Union a linked 
branch in Queensland, Australia. The contents were on dis-
play. 

Then Denise Rees gave an excellent talk on her interesting 
life.  One of many interesting aspects of Denise’s life was her 
excellent skills as a cake maker. Here’s a picture of a beauti-
ful wedding cake she had made.  

After the talk we had some craft activities. Many of the 
cards we made were sold at one of our Cake & Craft stall dates. The meeting 
concluded with coffee and a raffle. 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
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Mothers’ Union Meeting December 2019 

 

On 10th December we held our Advent Service of Bible readings and Christmas 
carols which was led by Reverend Libby Newman. We were joined by pupils 

from Loddon Primary School who sang “Do you hear 
what I hear?" beautifully. This was much appreciated.  

The talk was given by Julia Jones who spoke eloquently 
on the subject of “change”. Firstly, she spoke of change 
in the Mothers Union mentioning the very beginnings of 
the Mothers’ Union when it was started by Mary 
Sumner and how in the early days the women had to 
wear veils when carrying a MU banner. Julia moved on 
to the subject of change in REInspired and that when it 
started it was not expected to last. However, time has 
proved the contrary and REInspired covers many 
schools in the Reading area. It is thriving. Julia ended 

her talk with a demonstration of the domino effect  
using some blocks of wood. 

During the service we took a collection for the work of REInspired which raised 
£246.66. 

After the service we had refreshments and fellowship followed by a raffle. 

We have received a package of Christmas goodies from Freshwater Mothers’ 
Union – a linked branch in Queensland, Australia. This was on display. 

Our next meeting is 2.15pm on 14th January when we will hear from Maureen 
Weston about her role as Oxford Diocese President and the Mothers’ Union’s 
work in Bullingdon Prison. 

 

Ingrid Pooler 

 

Editors Note: We apologise that due to space restrictions in this issue, these  
Mothers’ Union articles have been edited, but full minutes are available from 
Ingrid Pooler. 
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Woodley Food Bank 

‘In the help we give our neighbour, God’s will be done’ 

So we sang at the Harvest Festival this year, in front of the array of tinned and 
dried food amassed in front of the altar.  About a third of these gifts were  
delivered to Woodley Food Bank, where it was gratefully received.  The weekly 
contributions of food which people place in the basket in the porch are equally 
welcome. 

Woodley Food Bank came into being in 2006 and since then it has grown as 
more and more people access it for help.  In fact, in this year so far 4,800  
families or individuals have been helped by being given food parcels in times of 
emergency. 

People slip into times of need for a variety 
of reasons – sickness leading to  
reduced or loss of income, short term em-
ployment contracts coming to a  
sudden end, redundancy, loss of family 
members or the breakdown of a  
marriage/partnership.  It is hard to admit 
to someone that you can’t manage to feed 
your family and ask for help.  Woodley 
Food Bank is quite unique in that it is com-

pletely non-judgmental - they don’t require a referral or food vouchers and ac-
cept that someone asking for a food parcel is in genuine need. 

If you know of someone who you think needs help, perhaps you could let them 
know about the food bank .  They can ring 07806 658995, weekdays  
between 9.30am and 12.30pm or they could just go to the Baptist Church on 
Hurricane Way (mornings only).  Of course, not everyone is able to get to the 
Baptist church and in these cases, food is delivered to them by a member of a 
team of volunteer drivers.  

Thank you so much for all your gifts and the help you are giving our  
neighbours. 

Marjory Codling 
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Fairwater Flute Ensemble Concert 

An audience of over 110 attended Fairwater Flute Ensemble’s first public per-
formance at SNC on Saturday.  A mixed programme of wonderful flute music 
led by Cathy Laney with solo harp from Anne Laney and solo flute from Sarah 
Parkes Bowen made it a truly memorable concert. 

Proceeds from the concert and cake sales earned valuable donations to chari-
ties including £160 to St Nicolas Church.  

We are very grateful to each of the Fairwater musicians and look forward to 
their next appearance at SNC. 
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Bottle Tops 

From Sunday 19th January, bottle tops of any kind will no longer be collected 
or dealt with at St Nic’s. 

The reasons are that people have been bringing in multiple huge bags of tops, 
too much for volunteers and office to deal with.  And, many bags left in the  
foyer contain mixed milk bottle and other tops that are not accepted for the 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance.  Sorting them is not practicable, and we can no 
longer deal with finding somewhere for these mixed tops to go for recycling.  
The collection was originally intended for small amounts of domestic  
household bottle tops, not huge bags from offices and elsewhere. 

 The last collection here of milk bottle tops only will be on Sun 19th January. 
 Thereafter milk bottle tops only can be taken to the Crescent Community 

Centre off Rushey Way.    
 Any bags of mixed tops left in the foyer will be binned 
 If you wish to recycle mixed bottle tops you can take them to Lush in the  

Oracle 
 

Thank you to everyone who has brought in their bottle tops over the years. 
Margaret Barnes   

1st EARLEY BADEN-POWELL SCOUT GROUP 

 

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS?  THEN COME AND JOIN US                                      

Boys and Girls (aged 11 – 18 years) 

Email: CONTACT@1STEARLEYB-PSCOUTGROUP.ORG.UK 

Mobile: 07874 702893 

A member of the Baden-Powell Scouts’ Association  

(Registered Charity No. 27852) 

mailto:CONTACT@1STEARLEYB-PSCOUTGROUP.ORG.UK
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Every Tuesday 10am-12pm 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

in St Nicolas Church  
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Come and join us for a relaxing evening  
of craft, chat and a cuppa! 

This course is 5 weeks in length and  
open to all adults over 19+ 
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New Poetry Group 

Calling all, young and not so young, raw beginners to sought after bards, we 
are starting up, here at St Nicolas, a poetry group and all are welcome. 
We are gathering together all those who would love to take part. Even if you 
have never put pen to paper before, come and enjoy. We are offering a 
brand new beginning with no criticism or judgment just lots of encourage-
ment and fun.  
In the autumn we can join in with Wokingham on poets day to read our own 
poems if desired. Or another may read them for you, or you may opt out al-
together the choice is yours. 
We meet on the second Saturday of each 
month for 2 hours, from 10:00 am till 12:00. 
Our first coming together will be on January 
11th 2020. 
  
As an introduction we will be looking at how 
to write Haiku poetry. From then onwards we 
will choose as a group what each meeting will contain.  
 

All who are enthusiastic please either contact the Parish Office or 
NeeArna: 01189616714 email: neearna@outlook.com 
 

 

WEEKLY YOUTH GROUP  WILL BE HOLDING THEIR  

SESSIONS AT BROOKSIDE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE 

WINTER BUT WILL BE BACK AT ST NICS AFTER EASTER 

7-9.30PM EVERY THURSDAY  

mailto:neearna@outlook.com
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ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 

Newsletter articles represent the views of the individuals who write them.  They are not neces-

sarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disa-

gree with, why not write a counter-piece? Elaine (Newsletter Editor) 

Associate Clergy Libby Newman 
07592 455 393 

libby@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Emma Major 

0118 907 6216 

emma@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Daphne Cook 

0118 901 2262 

daphnecook@btinternet.com 

Parish Office 

 

Vicki Procko &  

Jane Olney 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Hall Bookings  

bookings@stnicolas.org.uk 

Church Warden Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

robertbryce@phonecoop.coop  

Church Warden John Louth 
0118 966 8531 

john.louth@oup.com 

PCC Treasurer Liz Fielding treasurer@stnicolas.org.uk 

Pastoral Care Jenny & Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

jennybryce@phonecoop.coop 

Childrens’ &  

Families Worker 
Eleanor Gunbie 

07879 820367  

eleanor@stnicolas.org.uk 

Safeguarding  

Officer 
Carol Miller 

07592 455387 

org.uk 

ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 
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WHAT’S ON IN ST NICOLAS CENTRE  


