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From the Editor 

Have something to say? A prayer to offer? 

A project to share? An event to promote?  

We would love to hear from you! Please, 

don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Elaine Spratling 

T: 0118 926 1317  

E: elain2spratling@aol.com 

St Nicolas Parish Office 

Parish Administrator 

Jennie Cox  

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant Administrator 

Vicki Procko 

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: stnicsvicki@gmail.com  

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm 

(term time only) 

The deadline for submitting items for the 

next Newsletter is 18th of the month 
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CHURCH CALENDAR JULY   
Sunday 1   

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

4:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

PPP - People, Prayers and Potatoes  

Monday 2 9:30am 

7.30pm 

Noah’s Ark 

Going Deeper 

Tuesday 3 10:00am 

7:30pm 

Board Games Café 

Home Group in Church 

Wednesday 4  11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 5 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 6 2:15pm SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club. Bring along your handicraft 

if you wish, or just join us for an afternoon of tea and chat) 

Sunday 8 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Monday 9  9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday  10 2:15pm Mother’s Union 

Wednesday 11 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 12 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

8.00pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course in Church 

Parent Support Group in the Portacabin 

Friday 13 2:15pm SNAC 

Sunday 15 8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Monday 16  9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 17 10:00am Board Games Café 
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Wednesday 18  11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 19 2:15pm Over 50’s Club 

Friday 20 2:15pm SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 22 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

Monday 23 9:30am Noah’s Ark last session before the summer holidays 

Wednesday 25  

11:00am 

7:45pm 

Parish Office closed for summer break. Re-opens Wed 5 Sept 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 26 7:15pm Going Deeper 

Friday 27 2:15pm SNAC 

Sunday 29 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

Tuesday 31 10:00am Board Games Café 

CHURCH CALENDAR AUGUST 

Wednesday 1 11:00am Holy Communion 

Friday 3 2:15pm SNAC 

Sunday 5 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

[No PPP in August] 

Wednesday 8 11:00am Holy Communion 

Friday 10 2:15pm SNAC 

Sunday 12 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion - MU selling cake and crafts after the service 
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Tuesday 14 10:00am 

2.15pm 

Board Games Café 

Mothers’ Union Garden Party 

Wednesday 15 11:00am Holy Communion 

Friday 17 2:15pm SNAC 

Sunday 19 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

Wednesday 22 11:00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 23 7:30pm Going Deeper 

Friday 24 2:15pm SNAC 

Sunday 26 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

Monday 27  Bank holiday 

Tuesday 28 10:00am Board Games Café 

Wednesday 29 11:00am Holy Communion 

Friday 31 2:15pm SNAC 

Weekly Services at St Nicolas  

Sunday 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am  Parish Communion 

Tues - Fri 9:00am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 11:00am  Holy Communion 
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You may have noticed in our Church calendar the absence of our monthly 

Craft and Chat. Unfortunately, we are no longer hosting this event on the last 

Sunday of the month. We would like to express a BIG thank you to Maggie 

Carter who volunteered her time to host this.  

If you like craft, knitting, crochet or similar, Maggie is supporting a Friday after-

noon group called SNAC. This is similar to Craft and Chat were you can bring 

a long your own craft project while have a nice cuppa and chat with others, or 

you may come along for the chat.  Free to all and everyone welcome. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

A sincere thank you to Peter 

I want to begin by paying tribute to Peter Durrant who retires as our Director 

of Music on the 8th July. Peter has served St Nicolas for decades, offering his 

considerable musical gifts to enhance our worship and our life together. I have 

really enjoyed working with Peter. Peter is supportive of others, consistent in 

his service and has a love for church music and playing the organ that has had a 

positive impact on so many people over the years. 

Thank you, Peter. 

A conversation about music in worship 

When Peter said he was going I thought it was a good opportunity to pause 

and have a conversation about music at St Nicolas. I wanted to hear from eve-

ryone at St Nicolas on music and how it helps us connect with God in worship. 

To hear what we most value about music at St Nicolas. Home Groups have 

been considering these questions for a week or two. Last Sunday the congrega-

tion at 8am and 10am did the same. The feedback is in from over 70 people and 

I’ve also heard directly from Home Groups Leaders and our musicians. All this 

has been really helpful, thank you. I’ll get the feedback out to everyone at St Ni-

colas next week. 

Last Sunday at 10am I introduced the feedback ex-

ercise on music at St Nicolas with my appreciation 

of the values and character of St Nicolas – what 

makes St Nicolas a good church be part of. I want-

ed to revisit those values and character in this arti-

cle as they are the bedrock of our conversation 

and decision-making around music in worship. 
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Deep, genuine and Christ-centred 

These are the three values that I experience at St Nicolas and the three mark-

ers I look for when considering what we do and how we are as a church. From 

a holy communion service on a Sunday to People Prayers and Potatoes; from 

our pastoral care to social evenings; from God Squad to Board Games Café. All 

should, and in my experience do, have one or more of these hallmarks. 

It’s the experience of these values that counts. For example, Lenny Henry does 

a good job as the advertising spokesperson for the Premier Inn hotel chain. A 

key promise is that their beds are the most comfortable beds you’ll ever expe-

rience. Now, a promise from Lenny Henry can only take me so far with that, I 

need to sleep in a Premier Inn bed and make my own mind up.  

So it is with our church and its values of being deep, genuine and Christ-

centred. It is our experience and the experience of people who visit and join St 

Nicolas that is paramount. The word genuine comes up a lot when people talk 

to me about St Nicolas – in our welcome to visitors, our pastoral care, our tak-

ing of funerals, our presence in local schools, in our congregation… that we 

take our faith seriously without taking ourselves too seriously. 

I see that we do seek depth in our worship, our relationships and our faith. For 

me, having the Eucharist at the centre of all we do is vital in this. I believe the 

Eucharist to be the living source and beautiful focus of our relationship with 

God and the epicentre of our mission as individuals and as a church.  John Had-

ley puts it so well in a book that has been foundational for me: 

“For Christ’s invitation is to take the plunge, not into religion but into life…

and the Eucharist is our manna for the journey, the spiritual food that 

keeps us on the move, preventing our slide back to easier gods, whetting 

our appetite for the milk and honey ahead.”  

Learning from history 

Written above the door at St Nicolas are three further visionary words, en-

couraging us to be open to God, open to one another and open to community. When 

I consider the building of the hall in 1951 – amidst great uncertainty of the post
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-war period - I am inspired by our history. The people who had the vision and 

hard-graft to build the hall had just lived through the trauma, uncertainty and 

challenge of war. And yet in their relationship to God, one another and commu-

nity was the inspiration to take bricks from WW2 bomb sites in London and 

transform them into a building that has been a blessing for a life-time. 

Similarly, when the present church was built in 1971, we can see in the bricks 

and mortar the values of open to God, one another and community.  

These buildings have been and with the St Nicolas Centre, will be, Good News 

for people around here for years and years and years. What we know from the 

past and the present is that the buildings can only take you so far. It’s the people 

that are the X-factor in a church. And from the first moment I walked into St 

Nicolas on interview day, I found you to be hospitable, kind and Godly. And 

that’s been many others experience too. And I thank God for you. 

And back to music in worship           

We bridge all of those good things and values in our church community into 

our conversation on music in worship. As we say thank you to Peter, Singing 

Group, Music Group, Pat, Ruth, Colin, Miriam, Allan and everyone who enriches 

our worship. We have a moment to reflect, have a conversation and discern.  

There will be evolution as we continue to savour the best of the old and dis-

cover best of the new.   

Thank you for your feedback and for joining in the conversation. 

We’ll have a lovely lunch on the 8th July to express our gratitude to Peter. I have 

confidence that in the coming months we’ll discover together how to go for-

ward with music in worship, holding fast to those values that make St Nicolas 

distinctive and good.   

Neil 
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Grant Funds Awarded to the SNC! 

I am delighted to formally announce that The Earley Charity have awarded 

St Nicolas £47,000 towards the St Nicolas Centre. 

The Trustees were excited about the prospect of a new community space in 

Earley and with our vision and plans to partner with local charities. They liked 

the flexibility of the new building. They particularly liked the connecting wel-

come space with its café tables and servery - noting the shortage of such places 

in Earley. 

Their grant has been allocated to the cost of the fully fitted kitchen and 

servery; the furnishing of the welcome space with chairs, tables, kitchen equip-

ment and crockery; the furnishing of the link space (formerly the Parish and REi 

office) and  the provision of six toilet suits. 

This is great news and a big encouragement to us all. 

Yours,  

Neil 

ST NICOLAS CENTRE UUUPDATEPDATEPDATE 
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Approaching the Finish Line 

In just a few weeks we will be moving into the St Nicolas Centre! Can you be-

lieve it? Indeed by the time we print our next newsletter the project will be  

finished.  

June has seen our new buildings totally transformed. The interior finishes of the 

hall extension have been completed, allowing REinspired to take up residence in 

their new home and the Parish Office to temporarily set up shop in one of our 

new multi-purpose meeting spaces.  

With windows, doors, radiators, loos, and lighting now in place, the reordering 

of hall is well and truly underway. The kitchen and the new servery into the 

Link are being installed.  The Link has a beautiful curved roof. You may have no-

ticed that contractors have also begun reordering the church annex (the old 

parish office) as well.  

Many thanks to everyone for your patience amidst all the disruptions.  
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The Big Move 

The big moved day of Saturday 21 July is fast coming, all hands will make a dif-

ference so please arrive from 10am onwards.   

We need to carry, pack cupboards, and find homes for all items which we 

have stored in the containers, portacabins and garages over the last year.  

Would also be great to start the cleaning and garden tidy up process if we 

have enough hands.  

Do come along and make a difference! 

REinspired moves into their new home 

“Julia and the team are so very grateful 

for our new and larger space within the 

footprint of St Nicolas’ Centre.  We feel 

blessed, invigorated and thoroughly en-

joying our working office. Come and say 

‘Hi’ when you’re passing! “ 
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Save the Date 

Saturday 22 & Sunday 23 September will see the official opening of the St Nico-

las Centre. We will be inviting the whole community to come and see the new 

building and be part of our vision for the SNC. Bishop Andrew and the Mayor 

will be here to cut the ribbon and join in the celebrations as we start this excit-

ing new chapter.  

We’ll need lots of help in order to make this day happen. If you’re keen to get 

involved, please have a word with Ben.  

New floors for our new kitchen! 

SNC Prayer 

Heavenly Father, may our new 

buildings and all that goes on in and 

around them bring your light and 

love to all. Loving Lord, be in the big 

decisions and the small details so 

that all we do is for your glory and 

the good of our community. Amen. 
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OPEN TO GOD 

“Pray as you can,  

not as you can’t.” 

- Dom John Chapman  

The
 Prayer Corner 

At St Nicolas we see to care for each other in the good times and when life is more chal-
lenging. If you would like a chat, visit or Home Communion, please contact the clergy or 
pastoral care team via the church office 0118 966 9080 or email care@stnicolas.org.uk  

Creator of our common home, 

You fill the earth and sea and sky with life 

Forgive us our neglect of your creation 

The choking waste of our pollution 

The damage done by careless habits 

And our indifference to future generations. 

Help us to amend our lives 

To refuse more plastic if we can’t reuse it 

To lift our voice for lasting change 

And to live well and gently on the earth 

To the glory of your Son, the Living Word 

Through whom you made this fragile 

world.  

Amen. 

Rt Revd Steven Croft 

Bishop of Oxford 

Creator of all, thank You for summer!  

Thank You for the warmth of the sun  

and the increased daylight.  

Thank You for the beauty I see all  

around me and for the opportunity to  

be outside and enjoy Your creation.  

Thank You for the increased time I  

have to be with my friends and family,  

and for the more casual pace of the 

summer season.  

Draw me closer to You this summer.  

Teach me how I can pray no matter  

where I am or what I am doing.  

Warm my soul with the awareness of  

Your presence, and light my path with  

Your Word and Counsel.  

As I enjoy Your creation, create in me  

a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst 

for You.   

Amen.  
Source Unknown 

mailto:care@stnicolas.org.uk
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OPEN TO GOD 

Music for Sunday 8 July  

How does one bow out after more than a quarter of a century as Director of 

Music? I think it has to be with a service that celebrates music and singing in 

worship. With that in mind, then, I’ve chosen hymns that speak directly of the 

joy of singing (and often of much more besides). 

However, to start with, I thought an affirmation of faith would be appropriate, 

so the processional hymn is ‘All my hope on God is founded’ by that great 

seventeenth-century German hymn writer, Joachim Neander (1650-1680). It 

has the added attraction for me that the tune is by one of this country’s most 

outstanding composers of church music, Herbert Howells (1892-1983), and 

that the translation we use is by local man, Robert Bridges (1844-1930), who 

besides being poet laureate from 1913 to 1930 was also a churchwarden at 

Yattendon on the Berkshire Downs. 

Instead of a psalm, we’ll sing ‘O praise ye the Lord’, by the Revd Sir Henry 

Baker, bart (1821-1877; he also wrote ‘The king of love my shepherd is’). The 

words are drawn from psalms 148 and 150, so it fits well at this point in the 

service. I especially like verse three: ‘loud organs his glory forth tell in deep 

tone’, but the whole hymn is a wonderful song of praise. The tune, by Sir Hu-

bert Parry (1848-1918, the composer of Jerusalem), is absolutely right for this 

splendid hymn. 

At the offertory I’ve chosen ‘Angel 

voices ever singing’ by Francis Pott 

(1832-1909, music by E G Monk, 1819

-1900). I love the idea of a God who 

is serenaded in heaven by angels and 

archangels still deigning to listen to 

the imperfect songs of men and 

women on earth: 
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OPEN TO GOD 

 Thou who art beyond the farthest 

 human eye can scan, 

 can it be that thou regardest 

 songs of sinful man? 

 Can we know that thou are near us 

 and will hear us? 

 Yea, we can! 

(I’ve chosen to sing the original version rather than the altered on in the 

hymn books, which is why you’re using a sheet) 

I love, too the lines in verse three: 

 Craftsman’s art and music’s measure 

 for thy pleasure 

 all combine. 

It’s a real musician’s hymn. 

During communion we’ll sing ‘My song is love unknown’, by the seventeenth 

century divine, Samuel Crossman (1624-1683), and ‘How shall I sing that maj-

esty’ by John Mason (1645-1694). The first is often sung as a Passiontide hymn, 

for obvious reasons, as it tells the story of the days from Palm Sunday to 

Good Friday, but it is also a song of God’s love (the word appears five times in 

the first verse), and a song of praise: 

 Here might I stay and sing 

 no story so divine; 

 never was love, dear king, 

 never was grief like thine. 

 This is my friend 

 in whose sweet praise 

 I all my days  

 could gladly spend 
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OPEN TO GOD 

The unusual metrical structure (6666.4444) is perfectly caught in the tune 

written by John Ireland (1879-1962), with its skilful use of rhythm and won-

derful harmonies, and extraordinary capacity to capture both moments of 

gentle reflection and moments of harsh cruelty. 

‘How shall I sing that majesty’ is another hymn in which the author compares 

his and our insignificance with the tens of thousands of angels singing praises 

in heaven, but still believes that our praise is will not be lost or forgotten. And 

while he acknowledges that God is beyond description, he conjures up vivid 

images to help us towards an understanding. Here he speaks of a depth that is 

beyond sounding (in the nautical sense of taking soundings to discover depth), 

and he imagines a sea without a shore, a sun without a sphere – an endless 

greatness. And he acknowledges finally the eternal and all embracing greatness 

of God: 'thy time is now and evermore, thy place is everywhere'. The tune by 

Ken Naylor (1931-1991), as with others I’ve chosen, is a perfect fit for the 

words. It has a driving momentum and a glorious sweep of melody that 

matches the theme. It gradually rises in pitch as the hymn progresses, so that 

each successive phrase begins a little higher than the previous one, and we 

begin the final phrase ('ten thousand times ten thousand') on a high E flat, 

thus increasing the intensity of the music. And the harmonies become increas-

ingly rich as the imagery of the words becomes grander and more spacious.  

To conclude we’ll sing a twentieth-century hymn, ‘Sing of the Lord’s goodness’, 

with words and music by Ernest Sands (1949-2016). God is merciful, loving 

and faithful (verse 1), giver of new life (verse 2), and of courage and comfort 

when they are most needed (verse 3). Surely then, as in the chorus 

 Come then all you nations, 

 sing of your Lord’s goodness, 

 melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
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OPEN TO GOD 

and as in the last verse: 

 Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet, 

 praise God with lute and harp, 

 praise him with the symbols, praise him with your dancing, 

 praise God till the end of days. 

Indeed, praise him with any musical instrument available – and do it in 5/4 

time! 

At some point in the service the Singing Group will sing a short anthem by 

Martin How (b. 1931), ‘Jesus is Lord’ 

 Jesus is Lord, so lift up your voices 

 Jesus is Lord, go tell it afar 

 Jesus is Lord, no stopping our praises ... 

Exactly. Isn’t that just what we should be doing all the time? 

And what about voluntaries. Well, there will have to be some Bach, so I’ll play 

the Fantasia from the Fantasia and Fugue in C minor BWV537. If there’s time 

before the service I’ll also play Vaughan Williams’ beautiful prelude on the 

hymn tune ‘Rhosymedre’. And we’ll end with a flourish: Theodore Dubois’ 

‘Toccata in G’. 

Peter Durrant 
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OPEN TO GOD 

Music in Worship Survey Results Are In!  

As a church, St Nicolas has been exploring music in worship over the last 

couple of months. On Sunday 23 June, Neil led us through a brief survey dur-

ing the main services to listen to the church community and hear your views. 

About 75 people filled in a form and answered three questions. 

1. As we choose music what are the three most important fac-

tors for you?  

Factor 1:   A good mix every service 

Factor 2:   Points to God / Christ 

Factor 3:   Easily singable tune 

2. How does music help you connect with God in worship?  

Theme 1:  Worshipping God  

     (praise, prayer, presence) 

Theme 2:  Worshipping together as the people of God  

     (connection & community) 

Theme 3:  Worshipping with our hearts  

     (experience & emotions) 

Theme 4:  Worshipping with our minds  

     (words & lyrics) 

Theme 5:  Worshipping with our souls  

    (peace & contemplation) 

3. What do you most value about music at St Nicolas?  

Theme 1:   Breadth and diversity of hymns, songs and musical styles 

Theme 2:   Love of contemporary music 

Theme 3:   Love of traditional music 

Theme 4:   Joining in the worship together 

Theme 5:   Music as an expression of worship 
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OPEN TO GOD 

More About Music at St Nicolas 

Ruth Parker's article about music at St Nicolas in the last issue of the news-

letter has resulted in a letter from Mrs Maureen Rolley whose mother Made-

line Mills was the first organist at St Nicolas. 

Originally music was provided by piano.  Then a little American harmonium 

was purchased, which had to be pedalled like mad to get enough wind to pro-

vide the music.  Her mother also played the piano for Mothers' Union until 

her death in 1967. 

Mrs Rolley, her husband Eric and her parents Arthur and Madeline were 

among the first members of the congregation at St Nicolas and her father 

was first treasurer. 

It was good to hear a little bit more of St Nicolas's  history so if anybody else 

has any memories they would like to share I would be glad to hear from you. 

Elaine 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Who Does What in Church? 

This Month — Pastoral Care 

When I needed a neighbour were you there? 

We are all challenged and encouraged to care for one another in the ups and 

downs of everyday life. 

“Your visit to me in hospital came at just the right time …” 

“The love and practical support we received when [our loved one] died 

made such a difference.” 

Two comments from members of our congregation who had been through a 

hard time and had experienced the loving care of the St Nicolas family. 

Pastoral care – caring for one another in the church family – occurs all the time: 

through everyday acts of friendship and through home groups, by phone call, visit, 

or an unobtrusive helping hand in time of need.  

Sometimes this care needs a bit more organisation and this is where the pastoral 

team fits in.  If you or someone you know would like a visit or is going through a 

difficult time and needs a bit of support, please speak to Neil, Libby, Ben, or me . 

If we can’t help through the church we may well be able to find that help else-

where.  

We try to ensure that anyone of the congregation who is in hospital or unable to 

come to church is visited and receives Home Communion, if they wish. We also 

take Home Communion to the residents of Liberty of Earley and Austen House. 

If you feel you can make time occasionally to visit, keep in touch with someone 

or help in any other way on behalf of our church please speak to one of us.  

Above all please pray! 

Jenny Bryce 

Pastoral Care Coordinator  

0118 926 8561 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Ukuladies Plus One 

On Saturday 9 June there was a very lively concert by the Ukuladies Plus One 

in aid of the St Nicolas Centre. 

There was a good range of songs to suit all tastes and a good time was had by 

all. In the interval Strawberries and cream and Pimms were served and there 

was a raffle with lots of prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the people who helped and to those who came along and 

helped to raise £800 for the St Nicolas Centre. 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Focus Goes Kayaking! 

What a great way for Focus Up to spend a beautiful summers afternoon; 

kayaking on, and sometimes in, the River Thames at Pangbourne. 

The Focus Up crowd met at Adventure Dolphin where John and his fantastic 

team of instructors organised the kayaks, demonstrated to the group how to 

use the oars, and most importantly how to manage an out of boat experience.  

A fabulous time was had by all and many asking when can we go back again!?  

Here are some pictures of Focus Up enjoying their time bobbing around on 

the river, or rather trying to get everyone as wet as possible!  
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

If you would like to know more about what’s on offer at Adventure Dolphin, 

check out their website https://adventuredolphin.co.uk/  

Focus Up would like to thank John and his fantastic team at Adventure Dolphin 

for hosting us, and thank you to Andy, Julia, Helen and their team for all their 

hard work and support they give to supporting Focus at St Nicolas.  

 

THANK YOU 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

St Nicolas’ Mothers’ Union 

Our June meeting took place on Tuesday June 12 and was opened with a hymn 

and prayers by our newest member Ingrid Pooler. 

Ruth drew our attention to the celebration of the 130th anniversary of the for-

mation of the MU.  A thanksgiving service is to be held on July 14 at Dorchester 

Abbey followed by 'tea and cakes'.  As it was unlikely that many of our members 

would be able to attend, Ruth suggested that maybe  we could hold a branch 

celebratory lunch.  This is to be discussed at our next committee meeting. 

Ingrid then introduced our speaker, Deanery President, Mrs. Alison Bennett 

who gave us an interesting talk on her work as an MU visitor at the John Rad-

cliffe hospital in Oxford, in the children's department.  Her main work was with 

parents who have to stay in hospital with very sick children.  She explained that 

facilities at the moment catered for 18, but a new facility is being built for pa-

tients with accommodation for 60.  The MU is not allowed to donate money, 

but can give useful items for mothers.  Some people knit and some make quilts 

for incubators, some give baby grows all of which the parents can keep when 

they go home. 

One important aspect of her work is with bereaved parents and parents of ter-

minally ill children trying to make as memorable as possible what could possibly 

be the last visit, encouraging them to make hand and footprints to help them 

and any siblings in the family to remember. 

She invited us to work in pairs — one a 'visitor' and one a 'parent' to discuss 

how we would envisage being in that situation, and the role of the visitor and a 

brief discussion followed in which members participated. 
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Alison concluded by telling us of individual cases (anonymous of course) show-

ing particular difficulties.  She told us that the work of the MU was recognised 

as invaluable - she has a 'badge' to allow her entry into children's wards - and 

asked for our support with our prayers.  It was an interesting and inspiring af-

ternoon and we thank Alison for coming t visit us. 

 

NEXT MEETING Tuesday 10 July 

SPEAKER   Tony King 

SUBJECT   A visual presentation on "The Sixties" 

          (An era looked on by many of us with nostalgia as the 

    "Good Old Days") 

Please join us if you are free - you will be most welcome and will be assured of 

an interesting afternoon. 

 



28 

 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Finally, some of us joined with St Nicolas over 50s club on a recent visit to 

Windsor Parish Church, where in the "Children's Corner" were some  written 

contributions from the children.. Three 'Gems' particularly stayed in my mind 

which I thought readers might enjoy. 

1. My mummy talks to Jesus every Sunday and on the other days she  

goes to Bingo, and he sometimes lives there. 

2. People should all love one another because if people stopped loving 

one another there would be no more people. 

3. I wish Jesus would come back and stop all the wars and the fighting  

because we have had enough of it. 

Valerie Edgeworth 

MU Branch Secretary 



  

 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

ZAMBIA 

Many of you will know that one of our chosen charities at St Nicolas is the Ju-

bilee Centre in Ndola Zambia. They do amazing work mobilising the churches 

to do lots of work in the schools and communities, with the sick and the or-

phans and also by training the leaders and pastors. 

Neil and John Davies are booked to visit on our behalf from July 27th - August 

8th this year. They will be paying particular attention to the pastors, following 

up on training that they started 2 years ago with Ben.  

They are currently booked to do workshops in Ndola and Lusaka with the Ju-

bilee Centre facilitating things and hope to go back “up country” to Mpongwe 

as well. 

They will be seeing all our friends at Christian Kings led by Bishop David. Mari-

on has the WI buying new packs of underwear for the ladies and will be send-

ing this out with John and Neil in their spare suitcases!  

They will also be visiting the feeding programme that began as a result of the 

health checks the health team did on some of the children in Mapalo last time. 
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Lawrence has been very unwell this year and so John and Neil will be seeing 

him and both Lawrence and Bishop David have become grandfathers and so 

they will also be meeting the 2 new grandchildren (we hope!)  

A larger group is planning to go again next year. We have plans to take a group 

including young people next time so if you are interested get saving and let us 

know so we can keep you in the loop! 

Helen is going to organise a letter writing activity after church one Sunday be-

fore they go so we can all write and send our best wishes and prayers and 

messages of encouragement and support. 

In the meantime please pray for the planning to go well, for the visas to be is-

sued without a problem, for Neil and John both to be well enough to travel 

and for safe passage. We pray that it will be a helpful and successful visit for 

both St Nicolas and the Jubilee Centre. 

Helen  

Bottle Tops 

Please note we continue to collect milk 

bottle tops (any colour) for the Thames 

Valley Air Ambulance.  But can no longer 

accept any other kind of mixed plastic 

bottle tops.  The wheelchair charity that 

used to take mixed tops can no longer do 

so, and we can find no alternative out-

let.  It is helpful if any very large bags of 

milk bottle tops from work or schools, 

etc. can be dropped off at the Crescent 

Community Centre in Lower Earley. 

Thank you to those who already do 

this.  Appreciated. 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

This month, Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Services were 

delighted to open its doors and welcome the  first children. Initially, they will 

be  able to enjoy day care and  experience all  the wonderful facilities. Later in 

the year, families will be offered in- patient and respite care. 

We are truly indebted to all those who have supported us on this journey.  The 

Hospice will make a huge difference to the lives of children with life-limiting 

and life-threatening conditions. Already the Alexander Nurses offer care and 

respite in the families’ homes but the opening of the hospice marks a tremen-

dous milestone for the 100 children in the area that are supported by the 

charity. Many thanks. 

Very best wishes, 

Julia 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Ride and Stride for Churches in Berkshire 

Ride and Stride – the annual fund-raising event for the Royal County of Berk-

shire Churches Trust – takes place on the second Saturday in September. As I 

write, at the end of May, that date, at the other end of the summer, seems a 

very long way off – but time passes quickly, and the Trust is already making 

preparations for Ride and Stride 2018. 

On that Saturday, hundreds of people all over the country, not just in Berk-

shire, will be getting out bicycles or putting on their walking boots, with a view 

to visiting as many churches as possible during the day. (In country areas peo-

ple sometimes go on horseback, and it has been known for participants to take 

to their boats and row, visiting riverside churches as they go, but walking and 

cycling are the more usual means of locomotion). Participants are sponsored, 

sometimes for a fixed sum, but more usually either for the number of churches 

visited or the number of miles travelled. (The number of churches visited var-

ies: most people visit between six and ten, though one energetic cyclist in 

Berkshire last year managed 33!)  The money raised is used to help keep 

churches in good repair, through the grants that the Trust makes to churches in 

need.  Last year in Berkshire we raised over £16,000 for the cause, and we 

hope to exceed that in 2018. 

I will be taking part again this year, hoping for a fine day and good walking 

weather. I shall aim to visit around 20 churches in Reading.  Last year I raised 

over £700, some of which went to the St Nicolas Centre. You were very gener-

ous with your sponsorship then. I hope I may call upon you again this year! 

Peter Durrant 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Greenbelt 2018 

Acts of the Imagination 

If you haven't made plans for the Au-

gust bank holiday weekend then how 

about joining us at Greenbelt.  The site 

is green field and accessible, the line up 

has something for everyone,  the 

camping might be for you but you can 

always choose a comfy local bed (we 

are), the music is diverse enough for 

everyone, the kids work is as amazing 

as ever and someone told me the 

weather is guaranteed (that might not 

be true). 

If that's not enough to tempt you, then 

how about coming along to my session 

at The Grove venue on the Greenbelt 

Sunday at 2pm where we'll be explor-

ing the importance of nature connec-

tion for people with disabilities, every-

one welcome.   

Or you could come along to the 

launch of the new book by CMS pio-

neers which includes my chapter 

about how God helps us overcome 

dreams when they become disa-

bled.  I'm not sure which day that will 

be though so I'll have to let us know. 

If you want to know any more about 

Greenbelt then please do get in touch 

and I hope to see some of you there 

Emma 
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ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 

Vicar Neil Warwick 
0118 966 5060 

neil@warwick.email 

Associate Clergy Libby Newman 
0118 321 8322  

revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk  

 David Webster 0118 979 4568  

Curate Ben Kautzer 
0118 966 8209 

ben@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Emma Major 

0118 907 6216 

emma@stnicolas.org.uk  

Parish  

Administrator 
Jennie Cox 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant  

Administrator  
Vicki Procko 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Church Wardens Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

robertbryce@phonecoop.coop  

 John Louth 
0118 966 8531 

john.louth@oup.com 

PCC Treasurer Richard Cox 
0118 937 0163 

treasurer@stnicolas.org.uk 

Pastoral Care Jenny & Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

jennybryce@phonecoop.coop 

Organist & 

Director of Music 
Peter Durrant 

0118 986 6410 

durrant.peter@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  

Officer 
Karen Koefman 

0118 978 8684 

karen@stnicolas.org.uk 

Newsletter articles represent the views of the individuals who write them. They are not neces-

sarily the views of St Nicolas Church. We welcome discussion. If you read an article you disa-

gree with, why not write a counter-piece? Elaine (Newsletter Editor) 
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St Nicolas Church is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Oxford 

The PCC of St Nicolas is a Registered Charity, No. 1138037 


