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From the Editor 
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don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Elaine Spratling 
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E: elain2spratling@aol.com 

St Nicolas Parish Office 
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Jennie Cox  
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CHURCH CALENDAR JUNE  
 

Friday 1 

 

2:15pm 

Parish Office closed for half term 

SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 3   

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

4:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

PPP - People, Prayers and Potatoes  

 

Monday 4 

 

9:30am 

Parish Office re-opens 

Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday  5 10:00am 

7.30pm 

Board Games Café 

Home Group in Church 

Wednesday 6  11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 7 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 8 2:15pm SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Saturday 9 7:00pm Ukuladies Plus 1 Concert 

Sunday 10 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

Monday 11  9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday  12 2:15pm Mother’s Union 

Wednesday 13 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 14 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 15 2:15pm SNAC 
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CHURCH CALENDAR MONTH 
Sunday 17 

Father’s Day 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion Everyone Together for Father’s Day 

Monday 18  9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 19  10:00am 

7.30pm 

Board Games Café 

Home Group in Church 

Wednesday 20 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 21 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 22 1:00pm Wedding 

Sunday 24 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

7.30pm  

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

Craft & Chat 

Monday 25 9:30am 

7.30pm  

Noah’s Ark 

Going Deeper 

Wednesday 27 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 28 2:15pm 

7.15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 29 2:15pm SNAC 

Weekly Services at St Nicolas  

Sunday 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am  Parish Communion 

(1st Sunday) 4:00pm 
 People, Prayers & Potatoes Messy 

Church 

Monday 9:30am  Noah’s Ark Toddler Group 

Tues - Fri 9:00am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 11:00am  Holy Communion 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

STREAMS OF LIVING WATER 
By Ben Kautzer 

 

D uring the first week of May, well over 300 clergy came together from 

across Oxford Diocese for a time of prayer, reflection, inspiration, and 

community. Neil and Libby (bravely … foolishly?) allowed me to drive us all 

the way to the wild and wonderful land of Derby! This clergy conference 

was one of several spaces in which +Steven has invited the whole diocese 

to work together toward a new vision for what it might look like for the 

people of God to become a more Christ-like Church.  

 

The theme of the conference was the biblical image of ‘living water’.  

 

For me, one of the most striking moments of the whole trip was the open-

ing sermon by +Steven. He began with a meditation on Ezekiel’s vision of 

the river of life flowing from the temple (Ezk 47.1-12). What might 

this image mean for us as individual followers of Jesus and as communities 

of discipleship seeking to bring God’s restoring love to an often dry and 

weathered world? 

 

I wanted to share with you some of what +Steven said:  

 

“I would not want you to think that this is just any 

old moment in the story of the Old Testament. It 

isn’t. I don’t think you have understood the Old 

Testament until you understand this. Ezekiel 47 

represents the lowest point in the entire narra-

tive and also the turning point”. 

 

Let me remind you of the story. God delivered his 

people from slavery and established them as a 
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 nation. There were judges and then there were kings as the power of Israel 

grew. Jerusalem was established as a city with a temple in the city where 

God was present. 

 

Then immediately that earthly power waned. The nation was divided. Wor-

ship was corrupted. The northern kingdom fell to Assyria. The southern 

kingdom rallied then was overcome by Babylon. Jerusalem was taken. The 

temple was destroyed. The best of the nation were taken into exile. 

 

For two generations the prophets and theologians wrestled with all that 

happened. Why has the nation been so destroyed. Their answer: we de-

served it. We were under a curse. 

 

For 25 years at the time of this prophecy the nation has been in exile and 

Jerusalem a wilderness. Ezekiel has wrestled all of his life with how hope 

can be restored. The only way back is grace. All renewal is in God’s hands. 

All renewal flows from a fresh and powerful vision of God. 

 

Finally at the end of his great prophecy, Ezekiel sets out his vision, his plan 

for the new temple. The House of God is described to the smallest detail 

in seven of the dullest chapters in the entire Bible. All is made ready. There 

is seemingly no life here. 

 

But then, at the end of it all, at the point of deepest despair: 

 

“Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there 

water was flowing from below the threshold of the east and the 

water was flowing down from below the south end of the 

threshold of the temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me 

out by way of the north gate and led me round on the outside 

of the outer gate that faces towards the east; and the water was 

coming out on the south side”. 

 

Here is where the entire story turns: here in Ezekiel 47. From this point 

on we will be looking forward in hope to the coming of the Christ. This is 

the moment of desolation and the moment of renewal. A tiny trickle of 

water, so small, a teardrop of grace flowing from the place of prayer and 

sacrifice out into the desert. 
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This is living water. Everything in the story points to the power of the 

life it holds. It comes from God, from grace alone. First there is the way 

the water grows and deepens as it flows. The only measurement taken is 

the depth of the water of life: after one thousand cubits, ankle deep; after 

another thousand knee deep; another thousand, waist deep; Another thou-

sand and it is deep enough to swim in, a river no one could cross. Mortal 

have you seen this? 

 

Next there is the effect of the water of life on the desert where nothing 

grows. In the length of time it takes to walk out four thousand cubits and 

then back, there are trees on each side of the river. These are all kinds of 

trees for food. This is the new Garden of Eden. This is a new creation. 

There is no forbidden fruit. There is a harvest not once a year but every 

month. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing. 

 

Next and greatest of all there is the effect of this river on the landlocked 

sea south of Jerusalem known all over the world as the Dead Sea. The clue 

is in the name. The Dead Sea is 1,400 feet below sea level, earth’s lowest 

elevation on land. It is almost 1,000 feet deep, 30 miles long and nine miles 

wide. The Jordan flows into it. Nothing flows out of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dead Sea has its name for a reason. It is completely dead. Nothing 

lives in that vast expanse of water. There are no fish. There are no aquatic 

plants. There are miniscule quantities of bacteria and fungi. But the world 

over, the Dead Sea is the only place where David Attenborough cannot 

make a documentary. It is the one place on the entire surface of the planet 

where there are no plants or animals and no life. 

 

What happens when this tiny trickle of water, this teardrop from the place 

of prayer and sacrifice, has grown into a stream and then a river and enters 

the sea, the sea of stagnant waters? The waters will come fresh. Such is the 

power of this living water. 
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“It will become fresh and everything will live where the river 

goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea from Engedi to 

Eneglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will 

be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea”. 

 

Everything will live where the river goes. 

 

This is the turning point. This is where the great movement from death to 

life begins in the great sweep of the story of salvation. It begins with a 

prophet who has lived 25 years with the failure of his nation in which he 

shares. Yet his vision of God and the grace of God overcomes even the de-

sert and the Dead Sea and the destruction of his nation. He is able to im-

agine a river of life which will overcome even death itself and change eve-

rything. 

 

By the time you read this, we will have entered on the season of Pentecost. 

In that upper room, God poured out upon the Church His Holy Spirit. 

Through the trickle of faith of a tiny community of disciples who loved  

Jesus with everything they had, God released into the world streams upon 

streams of life-giving waters of love and mercy and forgiveness and new-

ness and wholeness. Jesus said, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and let 

the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the be-

liever’s heart shall flow rivers of living water’” (John 7:37-38). Through Jesus 

we are participating in Ezekiel’s vision, even as we pray that God’s living 

water would well up in the hearts of the people of Earley. 

 

What I discovered in +Steven’s sermon was not another call to vision or 

strategy or activity or busyness. On the contrary, +Steven invites us all to 

discover afresh the living water of God’s grace.  

 

As we seek to develop fresh vision, we need God’s renewing grace and 

power. 

 

It will not do simply to prescribe easy remedies and solutions and tell each 

other what to do as if we knew. It will not do simply to dwell in our de-

cline and somehow expect new life to come. It will not do to place still 

more burdens on the shoulders of clergy or congregations and expect 

more with less. 
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The only place to begin is by coming again to the living waters. We need to 

dig the wells, to unblock the springs of new life. To come again to the 

place of prayer and sacrifice and stay long enough to notice what 

God is doing, the beginning of the river’s source, new life. We need to 

come again to the living waters of our baptism, of repentance and faith, to 

die and rise again, to put on Christ. 

 

At St Nicolas we are about to bring a long — at times difficult and testing 

— year of change and transition to a close. With the imminent arrival of 

the St Nicolas Centre, we will soon be stepping into a brilliant and exciting 

new adventure. In the midst of all of this, Jesus is inviting all of us to slow 

down and come again to the living waters of his grace.  As +Steven re-

minds us, 

 

“we are called to go deeper into Christ, to find the springs of new life. To 

come to the waters, especially the waters of our baptism, and find there 

these points of renewal for a Christ-like Church. So come”. 

 

Hear this invitation.  

Take the plunge.  

Rediscover the life only Christ can give.  

 

Peace, 

Ben 

 

 

God of our pilgrimage,  

we are a thirsty people in a dry and weary land.  

Strike our stony hearts afresh,  

restore your springs of life within us.  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit.  

Let streams of living water flow through all your Church  

for the healing of the nations,  

for the blessing of the earth  

and to the glory of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

— Clergy Conference Prayer 2018   



10 

 

ST NICOLAS CENTRE  

Wait … there are how many variations of white paint?  
 

L 
adies and gentlemen, the St Nicolas Centre has entered a whole new 

phase. The walls are up, the roof is on, the windows and doors are 

securely in place (in some bits of the building anyway).  At long last 

the time has come for interior decorating!  

Anyone who has decorated a bedroom or reordered a kitchen will appreciate 

the endless list of little decisions that come with the territory — decisions that 

always feel so important at the time. Did you know that there are over 22 dis-

tinct shades of white paint? Just lean back and imagine Neil, Peter and myself 

sat up late in church debating intensely the relative aesthetic qualities of 

‘alabaster’ vs. ‘baby powder’.  It’s quite an image!  

I gest, but the truth of the matter is that many people — Neil and Peter 

amongst them — continue to put in an enormous amount of hours to help 

carry the building works forward and bring the project in to land.  Indeed, new 

developments are constantly unfolding.  

Parish Office 

Pat Dummer Hall 

Entrance and high ceiling, 

see pic 2 to appreciate 

height and light 

Skylights ,shining light 

as everyone enters the 

Centre 

Pic 2 Pic 1 
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In addition to paint and carpeting colours, the Link is now well underway, the 

floors are being screed, the new comms systems and connections to utilities 

are being arranged.  

There are also some important 

dates to be aware of.  If all 

goes to plan, by mid-June, the 

church and REInspired offices 

will move from the Annex into 

the new hall. This temporary 

arrangement will enable the 

builders to complete the Link 

and prepare to reorder the An-

nex.     

The St Nicolas Centre 

should be completed 

in July.  

In early August, we’ll 

be saying a fond good-

bye to the portacabin 

as it ‘flies’ out of the 

church garden (with 

the help of another al-

mighty industrial 

crane). The SNC transition team will be organising several moving parties to 

help transfer to the new buildings all the bits and pieces currently in storage on 

site and in the various garages of Earley. 

Finally, on Saturday 22 Sept 2018 we will be hosting the grand opening celebra-

tion of the St Nicolas Centre. Bishop Andrew will be here to cut the ribbon and 

bless the site. We will be inviting the whole community to come and see the 

amazing thing God is doing here. So save the date. It’ll be an incredible day! 

Ben 

Soon to be Parish Office 

Roof going on the link 
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OPEN TO GOD 

“Pray as you can,  

not as you can’t.” 

- Dom John Chapman  

The
 Prayer Corner 

Wow, I’m a dad! 

Thank you God for such an amazing privilege. 

But now I really need you. 

Please give me wisdom, love and strength 

And patience -- by the bucketful 

For the rest of our lives. 

Make me the best Dad I can possibly be.   Amen  

At St Nicolas we see to care for each other in the good times and when life is more chal-
lenging. If you would like a chat, visit or Home Communion, please contact the clergy or 
pastoral care team via the church office 0118 966 9080 or email care@stnicolas.org.uk  

mailto:care@stnicolas.org.uk
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OPEN TO GOD 

 

St Nicolas Prayer Chain 
 

The Prayer Chain has been part of the prayer life of St Nicolas for the past 

twelve years, and Maggie Carter has been the point of contact and co-

ordinating person from the very beginning.  I am sure you would like to join 

me in thanking Maggie for her loving kindness in faithfully watching over the 

prayer chain for so many years. 
 

However, Maggie feels it is the right time to step away from this role and with 

effect from June, I will be the person to contact concerning the prayer chain. 
 

If you would like prayer for yourself, someone else, or a situation you are con-

cerned about, you can text or call on 07453 859159.  Just give the person's 

first name and a brief reason for your request for prayer.  This information will 

then be passed to others on the Prayer Chain and will be prayed for in com-

plete confidence. 
 

Alternatively, requests for prayer can be made through the St Nicolas website.   

The link is http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/prayer/prayer-requests  

or emailed to:  prayer@stnicolas.org.uk and they will be passed to the Prayer 

Chain from there. 
 

  With good wishes 

  Janice Williams 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Who Does What in Church? 

This Month 

Robert – your new churchwarden 

F 
irstly a big thank you to Peter Kemm for all his work as churchwarden, 

and for his article in the April Newsletter, outlining the duties and re-

sponsibilities of a churchwarden. He will be a difficult act to follow! 

I was asked to write a bit about my background to becoming your 

churchwarden. 

I was brought up in Broadstairs. My parents ran a recuperative holiday home, 

where people could come for a week or two after being in hospital. It was a 

24/7 job, so churchgoing was not part of my upbringing, although there was a 

high regard for the outward signs of faith – baptism and confirmation. 

It was at university that I found my faith, and I became involved with the Chris-

tian Union. This faith has developed over the past 50+ years. My working life 

was teaching Physics in secondary schools and a sixth form college, mostly in 

east London. I met Jenny there and we settled down. Jenny had been brought 

up as a Baptist, but we felt we should worship to-

gether, and St Andrew’s, the local Anglican church, 

seemed right.  

Soon after we started at St Andrew’s, we had a new 

vicar who had taught in a theological college in  

Africa for 25 years. He had a vision for encouraging 

lay people to take the fullest part in the life of the 

church – a very African outlook at that time. John led 

me and many others forward in our Christian lives. I 

took part at various times in leading worship, PCC, 

deanery synod and as a churchwarden. He devel-
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

oped a lay ministry team and invited me to be one of the lay leaders. This was 

a time of close fellowship with the leadership team at the church, and I am 

deeply indebted to John for his faith in, and encouragement of me. At the 

same time our two daughters were growing up, going through school and uni-

versity and developing their own Christian faith. 

We continued at St Andrew’s. In 2002, Jenny and I felt we were being led to 

leave St Andrew’s. We returned to Jenny’s roots as a Baptist, and moved our 

affiliation to Bloomsbury Baptist Church in central London. We worshipped 

there for about 12 years, sharing in the very active life at Bloomsbury and its 

outreach into the community. This was another formative experience, as Lon-

don life was vibrant, challenging and invigorating. 

Claire, our older daughter, lives in Reading, and we felt we were spending too 

much time commuting backwards and forwards from Ilford round the M25/M4 

to see our grandchildren, so we moved to Earley, and were led to St Nicolas. 

We were made welcome, found many friendly folk here, and so became part 

of the fellowship. 

People ask, what do I bring to the work of a churchwarden? That question 

would best be answered by those who asked me to take the role on!  

As I understand it, I am a two-way intermediary between church members and 

the vicar. I am a spokesman who does not like speaking in public, preferring to 

work quietly behind the scenes. I share legal responsibilities for the church and 

its assets with others. More significantly, I share with you a care for the well-

being and growth of the St Nicolas fellowship, as we share our joys, our woes, 

and our ideas of what needs to be done, (or should not be done!) We are at a 

pivotal point in the development of the St Nicolas Centre. It brings promise 

and potential for the growth of God’s kingdom, as well as several challenges. I 

am grateful and excited by the hopes and generosity of Pat Dummer and all 

those who share in her vision. 

May God bless us all, Robert 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Messy Easter 
Thank You 

A big thank you to Richard Lloyd Funeral 
Services for providing 100 delicious Hot 
Cross Buns for our children and families 
Messy Easter service.   
 

It was the icing on the cake for one of the 
busiest St Nicolas Messy Easter Good Friday 
services on record. Over 80 adults and chil-
dren attended.  Neil was struggling to keep count of everyone! 
 

Thanks also to Jane and Philip for the Easter garden and story ,and to Dan and 
Julie Hull for organising the refreshments.  It was a beautiful way to mark the 
start of Easter. 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

My Time with Music at St Nicolas 
 

In the middle of August 1949, I moved into No 39 Hillside Road, Earley, togeth-

er with my husband, Hubert Broodbank, and a babe on the way!  The reason 

for this move was the electricity industry was nationalised in 1948 and Hugh 

was working at Southern Electricity HQ in Littlewick Green, Maidenhead, and 

had been for approximately 18 months, travelling each day from Welling, Kent, 

where we lived with my parents since getting married in 1948.  The Board obvi-

ously needed their staff to be able to get to work fairly easily and so helped us 

to purchase the house.  During the next week or so, a Rev. Cook, who was cu-

rate at St Nicolas, called on me to welcome me to the parish and asked if I 

would care to be on the Electoral Roll of St Nicolas, to which I agreed (my first 

contact with St Nicolas. 

 

In those days there were no worries regarding Health and Safety, and each 

week a fishmonger (Eighteens) would come along Hillside Road in a van and 

stop, and we ladies went out with our plates to buy fresh fish from him, and 

this is how I met a Mrs. Dorothy Lamborne who lived opposite.  She was ex-

pecting a baby as well, so we had quite a bit in common (Her baby was born 5 

weeks before mine). 

 

During a conversation she mentioned that a Wom-

en's Fellowship met each Tuesday at St Nicolas, and 

she would take me along.  On the very day we were 

going she fell and broke her leg unfortunately, so I 

went on my own. (By this time my baby had also ar-

rived in January 1950 and was several weeks old). 

As some of you know, St Nicolas Church was just an 

ex-Army hut situated in the car park, and the Church 

Hall was in the throes of being built. 
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I don't remember going to an actual service in the hut during this time, but 

when the hall was built, and I went, the music was provided by a harmonium-

type of organ played by a young man called John Hawkins - he was very good. 

Eventually he left, and I think the organ must have packed up as a Jennings or-

gan was purchased and this worked on valves (remember those) and a Mr. 

White came and took on the role of organist and choirmaster.    

By this time we had a choir consisting of just men and boys, of which Alan, my 

son, was a member.   I remember he came home after Sunday School one 

weekend and was so pleased because the Rev. Haynes had asked if he would 

like to join the choir, which of course he did, and has been singing every since. 

 

Eventually Mr. White left, and our next organist was Bob Smith and it was dur-

ing his time with us that ladies became members of the Choir.  We did quite a 

lot of music outside church services, especially around St Cecilia's Day (the pa-

troness of music) when we put on an evening of music. 

 

By this time, the new Church building was completed, and eventually we all 

moved in together with the Jennings Organ!  The Choir numbered approximate-

ly 20 by this time, and we used to robe in the small hall behind the large one, 

walk across the car park to the main church - in rain and snow, etc, and enter 

through the front door (there was no vestry as there is now), so it was  

a case of having an umbrella at the ready! 

 

Bob Smith was still our organist, but the organ was beginning to pack up as it 

was difficult to obtain the necessary spares, so it was decided to try and get a 

pipe organ.  We started to raise money towards purchasing one, but where to 

get it?  Various suggestions were made, such as perhaps a church that was be-

ing closed might need to get rid of their organ, and Alan and I made  a few trips 

to various places , but they were all too big or needed organ lofts, and at St Ni-

colas it needed to be free standing. Then a suggestion was made about a 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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church in Andover that had had a free-standing organ built by a firm in Taunton 

- Osmond and Sons - so I drove Bob, Alan and myself to this church , and Bob 

played on it , and eventually decided it would be just right for St Nicolas, and so 

it was agreed to put in an order. During this time we were having to make do 

with a piano. 

 

Eventually we raised enough for a deposit.  However we hit a snag - as at this 

time St Nicolas came under the umbrella of St Peter's parish, and apparently 

money was still owing to them for the building of St Nicolas Church, and we 

were told that the £1,000 raised for the deposit would have to be passed to  

St Peters towards this debt.  You can imagine how we felt!  What now? 

 

Len Humphreys, who was a member of the choir and a great worker at St Nico-

las, suggested we set up a Society of Friends of St Nicolas, and have a separate 

account, which is what happened, and so we were able to carry on with our 

purpose.   

 

By this time, we had had 3 organists! with me 'filling in', and a Len Ribbans 

acting as Choir Master in between these vacant spots.  We still had a good-sized 

choir, with about 10/12 children, including girls as well as boys, though the 

latter were beginning to 'drop out' unfortunately. 

 

Eventually and sadly for us, Bob Smith moved away, and once again we were 

without an organist.  Then we were fortunate to have Alan Bowers move into 

the area.  He was also an organist and was happy to take over.  Alan was with us 

for several years but eventually was moved to Cheshire (Organist No 4) and we 

had Peter Powell take over.  He stayed with us for about 18 months I think, and 

after he went once again I 'filled in'! (Organist No. 5) 

 

Then Peter Durrant moved into the area, and asked our then Priest, Bernard 

Dagnall, if he could practise on our organ and, of course, became our organist. 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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Alas, he had to give up after a while because of working in London and lack of 

time, and so we were without once more! (Organist No.6) 

 

Then we were fortunate to have Gordon Bone come along and he became Or-

ganist and a member of the Choir.  John Dalton took on the role of Choirmas-

ter.  John was a lovely Tenor singer in the choir, along with Jim Laney, who al-

so sang Tenor, and my son Alan, who sang Bass - with Alan Bullimore - was al-

so still a member.  There were one or two other members whose names I can-

not remember, plus one or two girls and the ladies, including Gillian Bullimore 

and myself, so we still had a good choir.  After three years Gordon left 

(Organist No. 7)  -  so once more I 'filled in'. 

 

Then Peter Durrant came back into our midst and 'joy-oh-joy' has stayed with 

us for 27 years, but now sadly is leaving as Music Director, but will still be 

'around',he says, but not regularly.  So here we are again wondering what the 

future holds for Organist No. 9 (Peter finishing as No.8) and here am I, 68 

years later, still 'filling- in' if and when needed.  Let us hope we do not have to 

wait too long for someone to come along and take up the role. 

 

Ruth Parker 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Music  
is the  prayer the 

heart sings 
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Music for Trinity Sunday 

You will all know that, when choosing hymns for Sunday worship, I try to match 

them as far as possible to the theme of the day. You may not know that I also 

try to do the same for the voluntaries before and after the service. It’s not al-

ways practicable, but for some seasons of the year, such as Advent, Christmas, 

Lent and Easter, there’s a wealth of organ music inspired by the liturgy. Some-

times, too, there is music that may not have been deliberately written for the 

season, but is nevertheless appropriate. Trinity Sunday is one such occasion. 

As I write this, Trinity Sunday is in the future. By the time you read it, it may be 

past. But I thought nevertheless that a note on the music might be of interest. 

Before the service I shall play the slow movement from Bach’s second trio sona-

ta for organ. In this piece the separate, independent melodies played by the 

right hand, left hand and feet combine in consummate counterpoint to make a 

marvellous unity. Afterwards I shall play William Russell’s Voluntary in E, a piece 

in three parts, in which the central section is a fugue in three voices. Neither 

piece was written with Trinity Sunday in mind. Indeed, while Bach wrote all his 

music ‘ad maiorem dei gloriam’ (for the greater glory of God), Russell was not a 

church composer at all, and wrote more music for the theatre than for the 

church. But both Bach’s sonata, with its interweaving of melodies, and Russell’s 

voluntary, with its majestic opening, its energetic fugue and quiet contempla-

tive coda, seem perfectly suited to the occasion. 

That Sunday the Singing Group’s contribution is a short anthem, again not spe-

cific to Trinity Sunday but nevertheless with a definite Trinitarian theme. It’s 

called ‘God of my life’, with words by Christopher Idle and music by John Bar-

nard. It begins: 

 God of my life, to you I pray; 

 Spirit of life, fill me today; 

 Christ be my life, my truth, my way: 

 Glory to God, my God! 
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It’s also a song about the joy of music. Verse three goes: 

 God of my joy, be my delight, 

 Music by day and songs at night! 

 Lead me to walk as in your sight: 

 Glory to God, my God! 

It seems very suitable for the Sunday when we both ponder and celebrate the 

mystery of the Triune God. 

Peter Durrant 



  

 

 

 

 

St Nicolas Mothers' Union 
 

Our May meeting took place on Tuesday May 8 when our opening prayers 

were led by Pat Cocks.  We were pleased to welcome Neil who, in his role as 

Chairman of our MU branch, admitted Ingrid Pooler as a member of the 

Mothers' Union.  We are pleased to welcome Ingrid and hope she will enjoy 

fellowship with us. 
 

Our speaker needed no introduction, being our very own Revd. Ben Kautzer. 

When Ben visited us before he gave us an account of his "journey of faith" 

from his childhood in California, work on the mission field and eventually 

reaching us as our Curate at St Nicolas.  This time he concentrated on (I quote) 

"What it means to be "a stranger in a strange land. 
 

When he first came to England 10 years ago he intended to stay for one year, 

but as many of us have found God had other plans for him and now, particu-

larly after meeting and marrying Jo, he feels at home here - whereupon he 

asked us to consider the question "what is home?"    Members gave several 

different answers, but it gave us all food for thought. 
 

He then gave us a very entertaining account of how he adapted to life in Brit-

ain and the differences between that and life in the USA in terms of culture, 

family and church.  He began by giving us a "Quiz" on everyday American 

terms and their English translations, at which some of our members were very 

good. Ben felt the main difference, apart from the weather - was our history, 

both of the country and the church.  He met people who had experience of 

war, which was not known in the USA, and he was surprised by the regional 

differences in such a relatively small country as ours.  As a priest he appreciat-

ed the "universality" of the church and his experience of working here gave 
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him a new perspective on life when he goes back to California. 

Ben gave us a very interesting afternoon in which we could all participate and 

we thank him for coming to visit us. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers were with June Ward who was attending the funeral 

of her sister, so was unable to be with us.  We send our sympathy to her family. 
 

Thank you to all of you who supported our cake and craft stall after the 10am 

service on May 6.  A total of £84 was raised towards MU funds. 
 

Ruth read us a letter from Buscot Ward RBH thanking us for the baby clothes 

and blankets that members had knitted for the "little patients".  This is one of 

our "projects" which we regularly support. 
 

NEXT MEETING         Tuesday 12 June at 2.15pm 

SPEAKER                     Alison Bennett 

SUBJECT                     John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. 
 

Please join us if you are free - you will be most welcome. 
 

Valerie Edgeworth (Branch Secretary) 

 

If you would like to be more involved or follow the wonderful work the MU 

does, then please take a look at their social media sources as shown below: 
 

Website    www.themothersunion.org/  

 Facebook     www.facebook.com/MothersUnion 

Twitter:    twitter.com/MothersUnion 

You Tube:    www.youtube.com/user/MothersUnion 

Instagram:    www.instagram.com/officialmothersunion/ 
 

The MU also has an online shop selling beautiful clothes, cards,  books, gifts 

and more, visit https://mueshop.org/ Why not purchase your next gift from 

here and help the MU with their amazing work all over the world. 

https://mueshop.org
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I thought it would be good to hear about some of what REinspired does. 

The following piece is taken from their Spring Newsletter.  Elaine 
 

Easter Yr2 Session 
 

Sometimes you can get blown away by the thoughtful answers children give!  

In our year 2 Easter session, we were acting out the story of Jesus cooking fish 

on the sea shore after he had risen from the dead, and asking questions such 

as 'Is he really alive?'  'Is he really eating?'  When asked, 'why was he cooking 

fish?' one little girl thoughtfully answered, 'well he would have been very hun-

gry - he hadn't had anything to eat or drink for 3 days!' 
 

We had a lovely time, thinking about the Easter curriculum question for year 

2: 'Is it true that Jesus came alive again from the dead?'  We thought about 

new life, and made cards with chicks coming out of eggs - linking the real 

meaning of Easter to Easter eggs.  We played out the story of the women go-

ing to the tomb with knitted figures, and thought about how they felt.  One 

thoughtful response was 'angry' and then 'happy but still angry' after they 

found the tomb empty. 
 

The teacher was delighted, saying 'A fantastic session - children were really en-

gaged in the learning', 'A great way of bringing it to life with drama and pup-

pets too', 'Kind helpers who really listened and cared for the children', 

'all the children were listening and enjoyed the session' and said 'we'd love you 

to come again!' 

Alison Chevassut 
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Let’s Make Reading Friendlier! 
 

Reading is a great place to live 

and work but a recent survey by 

Reading Voluntary Action (RVA) 

found that many of us still expe-

rience loneliness, regardless of 

our age or background. 

This fitted in with the results 

from our Community Survey 

when researching before we 

started our St Nicolas Centre 

(SNC) project.  

Libby, Jenny, Liz and I went along 

to see what Reading is doing 

(and get ideas for the Future Use of the SNC)  We were really impressed by the 

stalls of many different organisations trying to combat loneliness in Reading.  

There was an inspiring talk from a lady who had moved to this country from 

the USA and in inner Reading had set up a befriending project on her street. Al-

so a moving account of what it felt like after bereavement and how living on 

one’s own had taken one lady nearly 2 years to start to go out and feel she 

could go on with her life.  

I went to a workshop looking at loneliness in young people by No 5 counselling 

group who challenged us to think about stigma in young people. How when 

feeling down or anxious it’s unlikely a young person will have the courage to be 

honest and tell someone. We were encouraged to talk about “mental health 

difficulties” rather than talk about “mental illness” as this highlights the fact it 

is normal for us all to have things which affect our mental health and de- stig-

matises getting help.  

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
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Libby went to a workshop about reaching out to neighbours which encour-

aged us to knock on doors and invite people to a community event. In Reading 

one group had tried this with regard to a street party for the Royal Wedding 

and in general this had been very positive. Their experience could encourage 

us to be bold and invite people for example to our opening event at the St Ni-

colas Centre or perhaps the multicultural event that has been sponsored by 

our deanery to the tune of £250.  

Other messages coming from the conference included “its everyone’s busi-

ness”- thinking about the role of businesses and cultural organisations in play-

ing their part, “loneliness is a public health threat”- that being lonely can be 

as damaging to your health as smoking 15 cigarettes a day and “Reading as a 

transient town” – how we support people who are new to Reading or short 

term residents e.g. students, short term workers or asylum seekers.  Others in-

cluded barriers diverse groups face with regard to feeling accepted and then 

need for “a sense of belonging”. 

There was food for thought for all. It made us feel encouraged that there are 

plenty of organisations we can ask for advice or ask if they want to join us at 

the St Nicolas Centre once it is built. It also made us realise that all of us have a 

part to play and whatever our interest, hobby or compassion, there is likely to 

be a role we can play in the lives of those in our community for the future.  

Exciting times! 

Helen  

If you want to be involved in Future Use please let me know we have lots of 

projects starting and are keen to hear from anyone who would like to be in-

volved either in setting up, supporting or attending potential groups and activi-

ties for the future at St Nicolas. helen@warwick.email 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
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READING CHURCHES MEN’S GROUP 
 

MEN’S  BREAKFAST 

 

8.15.am for 8.30.am 

on Saturday 23rdth June 2018 

at 

Reading Blue Coat School 
Sonning Lane, Sonning-on-Thames 

 

“Faith in a digital age” 
 

Speaker:  Nick Jones 
 

Former Head of Digital at Downing St 
 

 

To book (£10 per head) contact: John Broady,  

Tel 0118-954-3879 (j.broady1@ntlworld.com) 

or Simon Merritt Tel: 07967 251850 
(simon.merritt@gmail.com)  Cheques ‘RCMG’ 

 

Please book by Friday 15th June 2018 
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ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 

Vicar Neil Warwick 
0118 966 5060 

neil@warwick.email 

Associate Clergy Libby Newman 
0118 321 8322  

revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk  

 David Webster 0118 979 4568  

Curate Ben Kautzer 
0118 966 8209 

ben@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Emma Major 

0118 907 6216 

emma@stnicolas.org.uk  

Parish  

Administrator 
Jennie Cox 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant  

Administrator  
Vicki Procko 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Church Wardens Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

robertbryce@phonecoop.coop  

 John Louth 
0118 966 8531 

john.louth@oup.com 

PCC Treasurer Richard Cox 
0118 937 0163 

treasurer@stnicolas.org.uk 

Pastoral Care Jenny & Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

jennybryce@phonecoop.coop 

Organist & 

Director of Music 
Peter Durrant 

0118 986 6410 

durrant.peter@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  

Officer 
Karen Koefman 

0118 978 8684 

karen@stnicolas.org.uk 

Newsletter articles represent the views of the individuals who write them. They are not neces-

sarily the views of St Nicolas Church. We welcome discussion. If you read an article you disa-

gree with, why not write a counter-piece? Elaine (Newsletter Editor) 
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St Nicolas Church is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Oxford 

The PCC of St Nicolas is a Registered Charity, No. 1138037 


