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visit us at www.stnicolas.org.uk 

follow us on 

From the Editor 

Have something to say? A prayer to offer? 

A project to share? An event to promote?  

We would love to hear from you! Please, 

don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Elaine Spratling 

T: 0118 926 1317  

E: elain2spratling@aol.com 

St Nicolas Parish Office 

Parish Administrator 

Jennie Cox  

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant Administrator 

Vicki Procko 

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk  

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm 

(term time only) 

The deadline for submitting items for 

the next Newsletter is 19th of the 

month 
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Wednesday 2  11:00am 

7:45pm 

8:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Men’s Curry Club @ Rajmoni (Maiden Place) 

Thursday 3 2:15pm 

7.15pm 

7.30pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Ladies Pub Night 

Friday 4 11:30 

2:15pm 

Funeral of Eileen Taylor 

SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 6 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

4:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion (MU Cake and Craft Sale after Service) 

PPP - People, Prayers and Potatoes  

Monday 7   Home Group Week 

BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday  8 10:00am 

2.15pm 

Board Games Café 

Mothers’ Union 

Wednesday 9  11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 10 10:30 

2:15pm 

7:15pm 

8:00pm 

Coffee & Chat at the Jeal’s House 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Parent’s Support Group (meet in the portacabin) 

Friday 11 2:15pm SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 13 

 

 

8:00am 

10:00am 

3:00pm 

Christian Aid Week (13 - 19 May) 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Resting in the Spirit 

Monday 14  9.30am Noah’s Ark 

CHURCH CALENDAR MAY  
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CHURCH CALENDAR MAY 
Wednesday 16 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 17 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 18 2:15pm SNAC  (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 20 

Pentecost 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion Everyone Together (All Clubs in Church) 

Monday 21   

9:30am 

Home Group Week 

Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 22  10:00am Board Games Café 

Wednesday 23 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 24 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 25 2:15pm SNAC  (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Saturday 26  Focus Up Big Church Day Out 

Sunday 27 

Trinity Sunday 

8:00am 

10:00am 

7:30pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion (No Children’s Clubs) 

Craft and Chat 

Monday 28  Half Term Office Closed 28 May - 1 June 

Wednesday 30 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 31 2:15pm 

 

Over 50’s Club 
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FEATURE ARTICLE FEATURE ARTICLE 

A Time for Everything 

I don't know about you, but I was so pleased to see the sun last week. The 
birds seemed more alive, especially at 5am; buds bloomed, leaves unfurled and 
blossom... blossomed.   People were out and about, appreciating the beauty of 
spring and greeting each other with smiles. As I wheel walked around the area 
each day I was struck by these changes, by the vibrancy and excitement of 
spring. It felt like a different world than the one I'd been in the week before.  
 
Part of what I love about the change in 
weather is that I get to spend more time 
outside, I especially love praying out-
side.  As the week progressed and the tem-
peratures soared, it was this verse from Ec-
clesiastes that kept coming to mind: 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NIV)   
A Time for Everything 
There is a time for everything, and a sea-
son for every activity under the heavens. 
 
This verse spoke into the change of sea-
sons we experienced last week; how our 
creator God blesses us with the sun and rain needed to sustain life.   
 
The verse also spoke into the changes we are seeing on the St Nicolas Centre 
development.  In just a few short months the project has moved from plans to 
the building of foundations, outside walls and windows and now to the erec-
tion of inside walls to form actual rooms.   
 
There has been "a season for every activity under the heavens" and, as God 
promises us, these activities have been in His time, as we have been ready for 
each phase.  We have progressed with prayer surrounding the project and God 
at the centre of it all. 
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We are now approaching the next big phase, when we all get to walk (or 
wheel) into the new spaces and experience the St Nicolas Centre for ourselves. 
When we get to "be" St Nicolas Church in all our richness and diversity in the 
centre. 
 
It is a time of excitement for what will blossom, but also possibly unease about 
the changes.  It is natural to feel worried about change, as well as anticipation 
and hope; but we are blessed knowing that God is leading us as His plans blos-
som this season. 

Father God 
We are reminded that you have a time for every-
thing; that you are with us in all seasons, ready to 
comfort, guide and inspire. 
We thank you for your blessings in all we do and 
ask that you come close to us through every sea-
son of our lives. 
Amen 

Emma Major 
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ST NICOLAS CENTRE  

Roofs and Walls and Windows, Oh My!  

Building works on the St Nicolas Centre have entered a really exciting phase of 
development this month. There is now a roof over the hall extension. Windows 
have been installed across the site.  Internal walls are popping up all over the 
place.  And the link is coming into shape brick-by-brick.  
 

For the first time, it is possible to walk around the site and see what it is all go-
ing to look like. In a word, it’s going to be amazing!  
 

Do keep the members of the build team in your prayers. It’s a big job of work 
seeing a project like this through to the finishing line. We are so blessed by 
their skill and talent, generosity and commitment.  
 

The vision for these buildings and their potential to bring life and transfor-
mation to the people of this parish is inspiring. But we still have work ahead of 
us with our fundraising efforts to close 
the financial gap. Momentum is picking 
up with our grant application process.  
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ST NICOLAS CENTRE  

Several proposals have already been submitted, including a bid for £100k. We 
are in active conversation with other local charitable trusts. There is a buzz of 
excitement about the project and its potential.  
 
We continue to pray that these efforts enable others to partner with us and fi-
nancially support the project.  
 
As a church community, we continue to do our bit. This is our moment to 
make a difference and leave a legacy. If you’ve not yet given financially to the 
project — or would like to offer that little bit more — now is the perfect mo-
ment to get involved and invest in the next 70 years of mission and ministry in 
this parish.  
 
We thank God for His generosity to us. What an incredible moment to be a 
part of the St Nicolas story!  
Ben Kautzer 

God our firm foundation, 

Support us in all aspects of the 

development of the St Nicolas Centre, 

Stabilise our plans as we apply for grants, 

Dampen our fears in this time of change, 

Strengthen our community  

in all we do for you. Amen. 
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OPEN TO GOD 

“Pray as you can,  

not as you 

can’t.” 

The
 Prayer Corner 

God of reconciliation and grace, 

you promise us a world where all is new, 

where love is born when hope is gone, 

where broken relationships are restored to wholeness. 

May we live as people who know your story of love, 

and we have the vision to imagine what could be possi-

ble if we dared to live this story. 

God of abundant life, 

may we be witnesses of love, hope and peace, 

and co-creators of your life in the world. 

Amen  

The Mary Sumner Prayer (Mary Sumner the founder of the MU) 
 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; 

and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the 

word I speak, the prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen 

http://www.themothersunion.org/members/im-member/prayers-worship-resources 
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OPEN TO GOD 

 
Palm Sunday 
Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  No 
donkey this year because of building works.  
We gathered in the portacabin and processed 
from there to church. 
 
Monday - Stations of the 

Cross 

A service conducted in candle-
light. We read the appropriate 
text and reading for each sta-
tion and contemplated the sac-
rifice and love of Christ 

Tuesday - Worship from Iona  

A worship service using prayer and music from Iona Abbey. 
This service was based on the Judas and Mary in us with Lyn representing 
Mary and Ben, Judas.  We pondered the strange interweaving of the love of 
God with both human sin and human goodness.  In each of us, and in each 
congregation both Mary and Judas are to be found.  But we know too, that the 
love of God in Christ redeems it all.  We were asked to confront the Judas in us 
who could spoil everything and allow the Mary in each of us to find a beautiful 
thing to do for God. 
 

Wednesday - Justice and Peace  

A service of prayer and Hoy Communion for God's justice in a wounded and 
broken world. 

Holy Week at St Nicolas  
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OPEN TO GOD 
Thursday - Holy Communion of the Last Supper and watch until midnight. 
The congregation's feet were washed by our clergy in the same way that Je-
sus washed the disciples’ feet and then the blessed sacrament was pro-
cessed round the church and placed on the altar and some of the congrega-
tion sat until midnight praying - this is to remember Jesus in the garden of 
Gethsemane on the night before his death. 
 
Good Friday - Jesus' Crucifixion  
In the morning there was a Messy Easter session with Easter craft, the East-
er story and making the Easter Garden. 
 
Friday 12noon - Good Friday Liturgy 
The reading of the Passion Gospel followed by the cross being brought in 
and placed where it would remain for the rest of the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday - Easter Eve  - The Great Easter Liturgy 
At the beginning of the service the church is in darkness as in the tomb.  
Everyone goes outside and the unlit Easter Candle is carried out.  A fire is 
lit.  The 'wounds' are put in the Easter Candle and the candle is lit from the 
fire. 
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OPEN TO GOD 

 

Easter Day - Easter Festival Communion 

The minister holds the Easter Candle high and sings "The Light of Christ". 

The congregation process into church preceded by the Easter Candle and the 

candles they are holding are lit from the Easter Candle. Light is restored to the 

world.   "Alleluia! Christ is risen!"   
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OPEN TO GOD 

Get Involved with a Home Group Near You!  
Worship is at the heart of what it means to be open to God. Indeed, the first 
and greatest commandment in the Scriptures is this: Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength 
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Luke 10:27). 
 
Worship is the sacred centre of our gatherings at St Nicolas week in and week 
out. We are a worshipping community.  
We recognise that, amongst all the other changes we’re working through at the 
moment, this is also a time of change and transition with regard to music in 
worship at St Nicolas.  
 
After 27 years of faithful service as organist and director of music, Peter Durrant 
will be formally retiring from these roles in the summer.  
This term we want to step back from the frenetic busyness of our life together 
and reflect on what this word might actually mean.  
What is worship? Why do we do it? How does it shape our lives as followers of 
Jesus – as individuals and as a community?  
 
PCC, the ministry team, and the musicians together felt that this was a timely 
moment to pause and notice all the goodness and blessing God has given to us 
through music and worship in this place. It is also an opportunity to take stock 
of where we are and where we might be heading with music and worship. 
Here are five ways you can get involved in the conversation: 
 
(1) Join a Home Group 
 
The RSCM in partnership with Praxis have put together a fantastic resource en-
titled Inspiring Music in Worship. Our Home Groups sessions will be based on 
this material. 
 
“If we have often underestimated the musicality and creativity of our congrega-
tions,” writes Helen Bent, the author of the study, “we have also too often not 
realised how eager people actually are to engage with what worship is all 
about.”  
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OPEN TO GOD 
The aim of this study is to help us do some theological reflection about music: 
“exploring what worship is, who it is for, and how various forms of music and 
song play their part. It will help church members bring out ‘old treasures and 
new’ (Matt 13:52). It will also help churches see how sharing in music and wor-
ship will equip and inspire us day by day to join in the mission of God” (p. 4). 
 
(2) Go Digital 
 
Travel to work? Find it hard to get out of the house? Work awkward shift 
patterns? Just want to try something new? This term Emma Major is launching 
a ‘Digital Home Group’. If you want to join a community of prayer, worship and 
study this term in a way that’s totally flexible for you, have a chat with Emma.  
 
(3) Come to Church 
 
Ben is starting a new home group which will meet in church every other Tues-
day from 7:30pm. If you want to discover and see what it’s all about, come 
along. You can come to as many or as few sessions as you like. You’ll be most 
welcome!  
 
(4) Hear a Sermon 
 
In addition to Home Groups, the plan is to also have three Sundays between 
April and July with a special focus on music and worship. These will include 
teachings on some of the big themes of the study.  
 
(5) Feedback Your Thoughts 
 
Finally, one of the main objectives of all this is to listen to the people of St Nico-
las and gather together thoughts, ideas, insights, perspectives etc. on music 
and worship.  
 
To help us do that well, the plan is to have one or two opportunities for conver-
sation and feedback about music in worship during Sunday services. 
Ben Kautzer 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

St Nicolas APCM Sunday 22 April 2018 

It was lovely to see so many people attend our APCM on Sunday 22 April. 
We’ve received great feedback about the booklet, (copies available from the 
Parish Office should you like one) which is full of interesting and exciting re-
ports and activities that have taken place at St Nicolas over the past year. 
 
A few people have asked for a copy of Neil’s report (Chairman’s report) that he 
read out at the meeting, so here it is, happy reading: 

 

 
St Nicolas APCM Chairman’s Report 22 April 2018 

 

The APCM report is full of information and stories of the good things that have 
happened in the last year as we’ve followed God and been good neighbours 
and good news to our community. 
 
Thank you all for all you’ve been and all you’ve done this past year. 
 
At the heart of our life as a church and community is the sacrament of Holy 
Communion. A sacrament is a visible sign that imparts divine grace. Sacra-
ments help us to know and experience God’s grace more. 
 
The grace of God is the heartbeat of St Nicolas and we are all the different 
parts of Christ’s body here in Earley.  
 
This APCM comes at a transition point in the history of this Church. In a matter 
of weeks we will be transformed from a church with a hall to an integrated 
faith and community centre – our site transformed, our buildings transformed, 
our mission transformed…all leading to the positive transformation of us and 
our neighbours in our community. 
 
Today, we look ahead into that glorious future; soon we will be living it. 
 
We notice God at work in it all. From the moment in the life of God’s faithful 
disciple Pat, when she decided to leave St Nicolas church her bequest.  
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To those moments of sacrificial giving from this congregation. To the skill, ex-
pertise and time people have put into every stage and every element of mak-
ing it happen. 
 
We notice there is still work to do. We need £140,000 to complete Phase 1 of 
the build. We can borrow £100,000 from Oxford Diocese and we have some 
cash reserves. We are working hard to get money in from trusts. We have 
raised over £85,000 from our giving and fundraising. I think there’s more we 
can give, if you haven’t already given a lump sum or made a pledge, today’s 
the day. We can see the walls going up, now is the moment. It doesn’t matter 
how big or small that gift is; it will make a big difference.  
 
Do you remember that back in 2014 we all thought, talked and prayed togeth-
er to discern this vision for our church, we said in five years we wanted to:  
 

See St Nicolas as a community hub, with its café and other rooms being 
an attractive meeting place for all ages. It is always busy and active and 
provides a warm welcome to everyone. It is a place where God is wor-
shipped in different ways. It reaches out to the community with activities 
for babies, children, families, elderly and many groups who are disadvan-
taged, and provides space and rooms for all sorts of community groups 
and events. It is a place where people can go to get help and find a lis-
tening ear and where friendships are made. In summary, it is a place 
where people are nurtured bodily and spiritually.  

 
I believe this was a God-given vision. 
 
We have and we will face challenges, scratchy moments and bumps in the 
road. It’s therefore necessary to know that God is with us in it.  
 
And remember this beautiful sanctuary of the church remains and will be a 
safe, secure and holy space for everyone to continue to find peace and the 
presence of God. The centre point, Christ is here. 
 
It’s also helpful to describe what the vision will be like in reality… 
 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
For us as a church community… 
 
We will have 50% more space available in lovely rooms and communal space to 
be enjoyed. 
 
We will have so much space for hospitality and improved space for all the good 
things we do. After worship we’ll move into the atrium for coffee and chat, 
when its sunny we’ll spill out onto the picnic tables. Our children and young 
people will have light, modern rooms to meet in on a Sunday. We have space 
for a crèche during services – many families stay away at the moment because 
we don’t have this facility. Imagine the Board Games Café in the atrium, with 
its view of the garden, coffee bar, easy access. The potential for evening 
groups, a church based Homegroup, all become possible alongside the use of 
the Centre by the general public. 
 
And the mingling of us with people from our community who visit will be one 
of the biggest and brightest developments in how we do mission. People come 
to know God through relationships with other people. We want this building to 
enable us to build those relationships so many., many more people come to 
know God as their saviour and friend. Our community, our nation needs the 
church and you and me to join in with God in this task.  
 
And for our community… 
 
We have four priorities that arose talking to you, community leaders and influ-
encers during the Open Door Project: 
 

1. to counter loneliness and the poor mental wellbeing that can result.  

2. to be open and accessible, where people who are feeling in need of 

help, can access support services and join in activities with their com-

munity.  

3. to be a place that builds friendship, harmony and understanding be-

tween ethnic and religious groups   

4. to be a multi-generational community where young people can flourish 

in body, mind and spirit 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
We are making great partnerships with charities and community groups who 
are eager to come and be part of what we do. Here are two examples: 
 

Chris Doughty - JAC youth worker  
 

“We mentor in school, supporting young people and young carers who 
struggle to engage with education and face challenges in their home 
life such as feeling lonely, anxious and needing help to feel accepted 
and secure in who they are.  We also help the emotional needs and be-
havioral difficulties resulting from trauma, bereavement or family 
problems.  
We need St Nicolas as there’s a shortage of suitable spaces locally. 
Once the space becomes more suitable we hope to partner with St 
Nic’s to provide an after school drop-in for when parents aren’t at 
home.  They’ll relax, do homework, play table tennis and have face to 
face contact and relationships with other young people and with 
adults who care.  We’ll provide a youth worker and train mentors”. 

Kim Rolfe - AGE UK Berks   
 

“Our work addresses the needs of older people in a variety of ways - 
through advice and guidance, and alleviating loneliness by helping old-
er people to be with others and to be supported.  We help many people 
each week engage with activities where they can feel they belong.  
St Nicolas will provide a venue for activities in a location where we 

have many older people who wish to attend. We want to help expand 

what is possible and facilitate, advertise and support new group activi-

ties “. 

There are many more conversations going on and relationships forming. A 
monthly lunch-club for people who don’t have English as a first language. A 
meeting point for the Victim of crime initiative. A drop in for people seeking ad-
vice. A community garden.  
 
We will begin faithfully and things will build. 
 
We’ll also have our regular hall bookings: Montessori nursery; fitness, Scouts, 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
youth drama club…over 25 regular events. And with our bigger space we’ll see 
700 people through our doors each month. This will be lively and busy at 
times. The layout and architecture is designed to let this happen without a 
crush!  
 
And remember this beautiful sanctuary of the church remains and will be a 
safe, secure and holy space for everyone to continue to find peace and the 
presence of God. The centre point, Christ is here. 
 
And we can all join in to make it brilliant. Its how we work now isn’t it, an army 
of fantastic volunteers who make this a great church to be part of. Many hands 
make light work. You may have been serving in a particular way and are up for 
a change; God may be calling you right now to one of the things I’ve men-
tioned… 
 
Can you be the person befriending an elderly person? 
 
Can you be the safe and kind adult getting to know the teenagers who drop in? 
 
Can you be the person having a cuppa in the atrium when nursery drops off a 
friendly face to parents and carers? 
 
Can you be the person who makes our grounds beautiful and works in the 
community garden? 
 
Can you be the praying person here in church for when people may drop in? 
Can you be the…insert your own gift and calling here… 
 
We want our Church and St Nicolas Centre to be run by the community for the 
community.  
A bigger building will need more attention and we may have to employ a care-
taker. 
A bigger building will also generate more income for us. 
Thanks to all who have made this transformation possible, the main hall, sub-
ject to PCC approval, will be called the ‘Pat Dummer Hall’ and Pat will be re-
membered in a permanent tribute inside the building. To the teams who have 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
given time, expertise and skill… 
 
…I want to say a particular thank you to Charles Hubbard and Doug Walrond on 
the build and to John Louth and Peter Kemm, as trustees of the Bequest. And 
then there is a long list of you, thank you very much.  
 
In other news… 
 
…in a few weeks we mark Peter Durrant’s retirement as music director.  Peter 
has given decades of service to St Nicolas and its worship. We are so grateful. 
With Peter we decided this was a moment to have a conversation with every-
one at St Nicolas about music in worship at St Nicolas and that begins soon. 
Thank you again Peter and all out musicians and singers… 
 
…also a thank you to Shelagh McManus who is ending her term as Vice-Chair 
of the PCC, she has been excellent in that role… 
 
…and to Karen Koefman who’s been a strong Safeguarding Officer… 
 
…an to the PCC members who’s terms end today, thank you for your service at 
such a crucial time   
 
…to Libby, Emma, Jennie and Vicki are all great to work alongside and offer so 
much 
 
…we’ll also be advertising for a children and families worker on a 15 hour a 
week contract – to make sure we’re connected on the playground, and our 
teams in God Squad, PPP and Noah’s Ark work in harmony and reach more and 
more children and their families 
 
…Ben is reaching the end of his curacy and his time with us. Ben has been a 
great priest, friend and colleague to so many of us. We will miss him, Jo, Ted 
and Greg. We pray for the right move and when the time comes we’ll send Ben 
off with praise and affirmation ringing in his ears. 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, I want to thank you all for making St Nicolas a great place a 
healthy, growing church. We’re not complacent; in fact we’re visionary in 
wanting St Nicolas to be a blessing to our community for another 70 years and 
beyond so that all may know the grace of God in their lives.  
 
Revd Neil Warwick 
Vicar 

Heavenly Father, Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a 

difference in this world, for your glory and purposes. Set your way before us. 

May all your plans succeed. May we reflect your peace and hope to a world 

that so desperately needs your presence and healing. Amen 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
Backwards and Forwards Interview 

 

As we are going into a new era at St Nicolas church I thought it might be inter-
esting to look back at how things used to be.  The obvious thing to do would be 

to speak to some older members of our congregation. 
 
One day at Wednesday service I spoke to Valerie Edgeworth 
and she told me about her early years in Earley.  Valerie's family 
moved from Folkestone to a house in the Wokingham Road in 
1940.  She went to St Peter's church as a child. 
 
Valerie attended a Youth Club in a wooden building on the St 
Nic's site and there was a dance held there every three weeks. 
They used to swim in the River Loddon.  The Rev Topley was Priest in charge at 
this time. Valerie went away to university from 1954-1957.  When she came 
back all the people she had known had moved away. 
 
St Nicolas Hall was built in the 1950s and people paid 2/6d for a brick to build a 
partition at the end of the hall to form a Sanctuary. The then priest in charge 
was Mr Haynes.  He was looking for Sunday School teachers for St Nic’s so Va-
lerie offered herself only to discover that they wanted someone to actually be 
in charge! 
 
Two years later she met her husband to be and they were married in 1961. 
 
She soon became too busy at home so gave up the Sunday School and they 
eventually found someone else. 
 
In due course her children came to Sunday School.  She came to church with 
her daughter and gradually got involved with the Sunday School again and the 
rest is history. 
 
Valerie loaned me a book about how St Nicolas came to be built so I hope to do 
some more pieces about the church's past, so if you have any memories of the 
church please let me know. 
Elaine 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

St Nicolas Mothers' Union 

Our April meeting took place on Tuesday 10 April when we welcomed Mr. 
Geoff Ashton who gave us an illustrated talk on the Golden Age of Picture post-
cards.  
 
He explained that the "idea" of post cards really began in 1870 with the 'half-
penny post' following the introduction of the penny post by Rowland Hill in 
1840.  The 'half-penny postcards' were originally plain and it was not until 
1894, with the growth of photography that picture postcards first appeared.  
By 1905 resorts around the coast were producing them, with the resorts of the 
Isle of Wight, Sussex and Kent being the first to appear on postcards. 
 
He showed us on screen many examples from his extensive collection of lovely 
old cards, many with short message on the back.  They were of people in Ed-
wardian clothes and horse drawn carriages enjoying holidays at the seaside in 
the Isle of Wight, Sussex and Kent. 
 
By 1907 towns and cities were also issuing postcards and those he showed us 
of London stations (some of which no longer exist) and of London Zoo, gave an 
insight into the history of London in the early 20th century.  He explained that 
there was a different approach by English photographers from that of French 
photographers.  The English concentrated on landscapes while the French were 
more concerned with the people. 
 
We thank Mr. Ashton for coming to visit us and giving us such an interesting 
afternoon.  As well as his talk he brought along a lot of samples of old post-
cards for members to look at over tea. 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

NEXT MEETING   Tuesday 8 May at 2.15pm 
SPEAKER    Our very own Rev Ben 
      (This is a change to the published programme) 
 
We hope you will join us if you are free.  You will be most welcome. 
 
If this newsletter reaches you in time we hope you will support our Cake and 
Craft stall after the 10am service on Sunday May 6. 
 
Finally our thoughts and prayers are with one of our members Julia Jones  
and her family on the sad death of her father John Germany. John and his 
wife Rosemary, a member of St Peters MU, were well known to many of us 
and always supported our branch as well as organising lovely holidays in 
which some of us took part.  We extend our sympathy to all of his family and 
friends.  May he rest in peace. 
Valerie Edgeworth 

 

 

Prize Winning Team 

Four members of St Nicolas MU were re-
cently on holiday together. 
 

The hotel they stayed in organised a quiz 
evening.  Some eighty people took part in 
this quiz so we were delighted at coming 
first, winning a bottle of "Bubbly".  This 
will now be raffled at the MU Summer 
Tea Party in August. 

 
 

 

(left to right) Gillian Bullimore, Valerie Edgeworth, 

 Eileen Evans and Heather Florence 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Thank you to everyone who has come along and supported our Coffee & Catch 

Up sessions, and of course thank you to those who have hosted. 

We are delighted by the numbers of people attending and its great hearing  

how friends are taking friends, and neighbours are asking to join in too!   

There are a few more Coffee & Catch Up dates if you would like to note them in 

your diary as follows: 

 Tuesday 19 June @ the Bryce’s 

 Monday 9 July @ Elaine Spratling’s 

Maggie and Malcolm have also kindly offered to host, dates for August and Sep-

tember tbc.  

If you would be willing to host, please chat to Jo Kautzer or send her an e-mail 

joanna.kautzer@gmail.com.   
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

Christian Aid Week 

13 - 19 May 2018 
 

In last month’s newsletter, the ways in which we could raise money for Chris-
tian were outlined. For those of you prepared to help with a street collection, 
envelopes and a ‘sign up sheet’ will be available in church. 

 

Money is obviously important. And I hope we can contribute a meaningful 
amount from church.  But prayer is also important, and we are invited to take 
part in creating a global ecumenical wave of prayer this Christian Aid week. 

 

There will be copies of a devotional booklet in church for you to pick up and use 
at home, or you might like to sign up to receive a prayer in your in-box each day 
during Christian Aid week ( daily devotionals/Christian Aid) and there will be a 
prayer corner in church. 

 

Father of all, we bring our prayers to you. 

for those bereaved or injured by conflict, 

for those bereft of their homes and livelihoods, 

for those in need of medical treatment 

for those Christian Aid partners working in Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. 

We pray for the work of your church in bringing peace,  

rebuilding and reconciliation. 

Amen 

Marjory Codling 



27 

 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 



28 

 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

 
 
Berkshire Women’s Aid (BWA) is one of the organisations St Nicolas has been 
supporting over the past year as part of our outward giving programme. 
 

BWA is a specialist domestic abuse service 
providing a wide range of services and pro-
grammes to deal with the immediate needs of 
the victims and their children, and to inter-
vene as early as possible to stop abuse from 
happening.  
 

BWA has been providing these services in Reading since 1975 when it opened 
its first refuge. It also provides these services in Bracknell and Wokingham. 
Domestic violence and abuse is a huge social ill which destroys people’s lives. 
Despite some evidence of reducing prevalence, BWA continues to see high 
numbers of referrals.  In 2016/17: 

• Outreach services supported 1043 clients 
• Children’s services reached out to 407 children 
• BWA received over 120 referrals for refuge accommodation, including 

84 children 
• There were over 6424 calls to the helpline 
• Family Choices (Perpetrator Programme) provided across Reading & 

Wokingham received 122 referrals 
• 85 professionals attended full day BWA Domestic Abuse Training 

 

A vital service is the 24-Hour Helpline which is answered 9am to 5pm by BWA 
staff and 5pm to 9am by Forestcare, a local service.  Victims, or their friends 
and family, call the Helpline and it is the first step for many to seek help and 
support. 
 

BWA has never received direct funding for this service but with ever reducing 
funding from public services it has become more difficult for the charity to 

BWA’s Vision 

All women, children and men 

should be able to live free from 

the fear and experience of do-

mestic abuse and violence in 

their homes and relationships. 
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meet all its costs.  The money St Nicolas donated has supported the running of 
this vital support line for victims. The Out of Hours Service costs £25 per night  
and St Nicolas enabled BWA to provide this service for a quarter of the year. 
 

Domestic abuse can take many different forms; the UK government’s definition 
is ‘any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening be-
haviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are, or have 
been, intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. 
The abuse can encompass, but is not limited to psychological, physical, sexual, 
financial, emotional’. 
 

According to the UK government Office of National Statistics (ONS) on Domes-
tic Abuse in England and Wales for the year ending March 2017 an estimated 
1.9 million adults aged 16 to 59 years experienced domestic abuse in the last 
year, according to the year ending March 2017 Crime Survey for England and 
Wales (1.2 million women, 713,000 men).  The ONS report goes on to say that 
domestic violence is a hidden crime that is not reported to the police and ap-
proximately half the abuse related crimes that are reported do not result in ar-
rest. 
 

BWA was nominated for our support because councils had drastically cut back 
on spending for refuges for vulnerable women and children, and BWA is a ser-
vice that the pastoral care team at St Nicolas has used.  
 

BWA are currently working in partnership with Reading Rotary Club to build a 
new refuge and refurbishing an existing refuge on the same site. This will cre-
ate additional bed spaces which will be sustainable, despite the cut in funding 
by councils over recent years. 
 

Sources 
UK Government Office for National Statistics, The Guardian 23 March 2018 
Berkshire Women’s Aid (www.berkshirewomensaid.org.uk) 
 

According to data collected as part of a Freedom of Information Act request, of the 178 authorities that 
responded to the Guardian’s request, 117 – or 65% – had cut funding in real terms since 2010, amounting 
to an average fall for each of £38,000 or £6.8m in total 
 

Wendy Neale  
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ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 

Vicar Neil Warwick 
0118 966 5060 

neil@warwick.email 

Associate Clergy Libby Newman 
0118 321 8322  

revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk  

 David Webster 0118 979 4568  

Curate Ben Kautzer 
0118 966 8209 

ben@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Emma Major 

0118 907 6216 

emma@stnicolas.org.uk  

Parish  

Administrator 
Jennie Cox 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant  

Administrator  
Vicki Procko 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Church Wardens Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

robert@stnicolas.org.uk 

 John Louth 
0118 966 8531 

john.louth@oup.com 

PCC Treasurer Richard Cox 
0118 937 0163 

treasurer@stnicolas.org.uk 

Pastoral Care Jenny & Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

jennybryce@phonecoop.coop 

Organist & 

Director of Music 
Peter Durrant 

0118 986 6410 

durrant.peter@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  

Officer 
Karen Koefman 

0118 978 8684 

karen@stnicolas.org.uk 

Newsletter articles represent the views of the individuals who write them. They are not neces-

sarily the views of St Nicolas Church. We welcome discussion. If you read an article you disa-

gree with, why not write a counter-piece? Elaine (Newsletter Editor) 
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St Nicolas Church is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Oxford 


