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follow us on 

From the Editor 

Have something to say? A prayer to offer? 

A project to share? An event to promote?  

We would love to hear from you! Please, 

don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Elaine Spratling 

T: 0118 926 1317  

E: elain2spratling@aol.com 

St Nicolas Parish Office 

Parish Administrator 

Jennie Cox  

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant Administrator 

Vicki Procko 

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk  

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm 

(term time only) 

The deadline for submitting items for 

the next Newsletter is 19th of the 

month 
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Sunday 1 

Easter Day 

6:30am 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Dawn Service at Maiden Erlegh Lake 

Said Communion 

Easter Festival Communion 

Wednesday 4 11:00am 

7:45pm 

8:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Men’s Curry Club @ Rajmoni (Maiden Place) 

Thursday 5 2:15pm 

7.30pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Ladies Pub Night 

Friday 6 2:15pm SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 8 

2nd Sunday in 

Easter 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Monday 9   Home Group Week 

Tuesday 10 10:00am 

2.15pm 

Board Games Café 

Mothers’ Union 

Wednesday 11 11:00am 

2:00pm  

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Easter Movie– Rise of the Guardians 

Singing Group 

Thursday 12 2:15pm 

8:00pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Parent’s Support Group 

Friday 13 2:15pm SNAC (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 15 

3rd Sunday in 

Easter 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

CHURCH CALENDAR APRIL  
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CHURCH CALENDAR APRIL 
Monday 16 9.30am Noah’s Ark 

Wednesday 18 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 19 10:30am 

2:15pm 

Coffee & Chat at Liz Kerry’s House 

Over 50’s Club 

Friday 20 2:15pm SNAC  (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 22 

4th Sunday of 

Easter 

8:00am 

10:00am 

 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Monday 23   

9:30am 

Home Group Week 

Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 24  10:00am Board Games Café 

Wednesday 25 11:00am 

7:45pm 

Holy Communion 

Singing Group 

Thursday 26 2:15pm 

7:15pm 

Over 50’s Club 

Christian Discipleship Diocese Course 

Friday 27 2:15pm SNAC  (St Nicolas Afternoon Club) 

Sunday 29 

5th Sunday of 

Easter 

8:00am 

10:00am 

5:30pm 

7:30pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Focus Up Social Evening: Laser Quest (meet at Church) 

Craft and Chat 

Monday 30 9:30am  Noah’s Ark 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 

SPRING HOPE 

 
Dear All, 

For many, Spring is very much the favourite season of year, it’s certainly mine.  

Apart, that is, from occasional visits from the ‘Beast from the East’ such as we 

had in March this year!  However, hopefully, as we move into April we’re 

leaving behind us long hours of darkness, snow, cold greyness and blasting 

winds, welcoming the joy of longer days, light, warmth and all the natural 

beauty and colour our spring blesses us with. It’s a time of joy and of hope 

for the Summer months to come.  It’s not accidental that the major Christian 

festival of joy and hope is at this time of year.  With Easter Day falling on 1st 

April this year, for many of you reading this, the event itself is past, but, of 

course, its significance is very much still with us.  

The Christian faith is full of symbols (particularly associated with Baptism) 

and Easter has its share.  As is accepted practice in missionary activity today, 

the evangelising monks who brought Christianity to Britain and NW Europe, 

wove into their celebrations of Easter, elements, symbols, of the faiths they 

were displacing.   So in addition to the very definitely Christian symbols of the 

empty tomb and the empty cross, we also have the egg (new life)  and the 

hare (fertility – future hope). 

FEATURE ARTICLE 
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Perhaps because eggs are such a potent symbol of new life, in times past, 

eggs were part of the list of richer foods that were not eaten by Christians 

during the sombre season of Lent.  Food plays a significant part in celebra-

tions, so perhaps not surprisingly, on Easter Day the egg had particular signifi-

cance as it returned both to people’s diet, and as a celebratory symbol of 

hope, to be hand decorated by and for children.  

 In our culture today, our commercialised, highly secularised Easter, the choc-

olate egg has supplanted the importance of hen’s or duck’s eggs, as a means 

of celebration,  with the confectionary industry selling an astonishing 80 mil-

lion boxed eggs each year in the UK.  [We do love our chocolate – the 

‘average’ Briton eats 9.5 kilos (21lbs) of chocolate each year!]  Special food, 

fun, children enjoying themselves, are all important elements of celebrating 

joyful events, which Easter undoubtedly is.  However, the Christian hope and 

joy, stemming from Easter is something very different.   

 

 

 

 

 

In truth, whilst much appreciated, the optimistic hope represented by Spring 

and the new life held within an egg, is very transient.  The seasons turn, and 

winter returns, the cycle of life that starts with an egg ends in death; the choc-

olate, risks being, as the saying goes,  a moment in the mouth and a month on 

the hips.  Whereas that other great symbol of Easter, the empty cross, offers 

us a deep, fundamental hope and promise of joy that is with us into eternity.  

To me, the Celtic cross illustrates this well, with its circle representing eternal 

life, surrounding the empty arms of the cross.  

Christian hope is so much deeper and more complex than earthly optimism.  

At Easter we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, His love’s defeat of sin and death; 

the sealing of God’s new covenant with His people. Our hope is all to do with 



7 

 

His enabling of our relationship with Himself, beyond our own death, into 

eternity.  God promises us His unconditional love. His deepest desire for 

each of us is, that in return we love Him, and trust Him.  Our hope rests in 

that mutual loving and trusting.  

There are twofold aspects to our Christian hope.  On the one hand, Christian 

hope is deeply personal, between us and God: 

“Hope is a divinely infused quality of the soul, whereby with certain trust we 

expect those good things of the life eternal which are to be attained by the 

grace of God”. 

(Thomas Aquinas)  

On the other hand, it is too something outward, something to be shared 

with others, that they too might get to know and share in God’s love: 

“Hope is lived, and it comes alive, when we go outside of ourselves and, in 

joy and pain take part in the lives of others.  It becomes concrete in open 

community with others.”   

              (Jürgen Moltmann) 

Easter Day brought to an end Lent’s time of introspection, and now we can 

look forward and outward.  In a few months the St Nicolas Centre will be 

opening its doors.  As it does so, as a 

church we have this wonderful God given 

opportunity to offer the wider community 

Christian Hope; to work together, in His 

strength, to be a truly contemplative, cou-

rageous and compassionate, Christ like, 

presence in this community of Earley. 

With love 

Libby 
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ST NICOLAS CENTRE  

Despite losing time with the snow and icy conditions, our builders soldiered on 

working extra hours and over the weekends,  so they remain confident we can 

complete the build on time. 

We thought you would like to see some snowy photos of the St Nicolas Centre 

and Church. It’s not often we get the opportunity to see our grounds covered 

deep in snow. Let’s hope next month’s newsletter is full of spring flowers and 

sunshine. 
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The roof is on the extension and internal partitions 

are being installed.  The rooms are really beginning 

to take shape.  

We are over half way through the 

project now and its vital  we pull 

in resources, get grants written 

and submitted and continue to 

raise funds in order to realise our 

vision.  

ST NICOLAS CENTRE  

Heavenly Father , 

we thank you for the 

hard work and dedica-

tion of our builders 

and contractors.  

Please  help them to 

continue to carry out 

their work safely and 

diligently, as they make 

our vision a reality. In 

Jesus’ name Amen. 
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Father God, 

As the St Nicolas Centre building works progress on site, 

we entrust the project into your care and ask you to keep 

all the workers safe on site  

You gave us the vision for a hub for our community; as the 

rooms are being formed in the St Nicolas Centre we ask 

you to bring forward groups with who we could partner  

We were blessed with Pat's gift to start this project but 

are in need of funds for the completion of the project; we 

ask that you energise the grants team, bless our grant   

applications and encourage our own generosity 

Amen  
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OPEN TO GOD 

“Pray as you can,  

not as you 

can’t.” 

The
 Prayer Corner 

Thank you Jesus, for loving me, 

You died on the cross, and set me 

free 

They buried you, and went away 

But you rose again on the  

third day. 

Very soon you will come again, 

And I will live with you in  

heaven. 

Thank you for dying on Calvary. 

Thank you Jesus, for loving me. 

Easter Sunday Prayer 
  Lord God, 

You loved this world so much, 

That You gave your one and only Son, 

That we might be called Your children 

too. 

Lord, help us to live in the gladness and 

grace of Easter Sunday, everyday. 

Let us have hearts of thankfulness 

for Your sacrifice. 

Let us have eyes that look upon 

Your grace and rejoice in our salvation. 

Help us to walk in that mighty grace 

and tell Your good news to the world. 

All for Your glory do we pray, Lord, 

Amen. 

- Rachel Marie Stone. 
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OPEN TO GOD 
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OPEN TO GOD 

CHRISTIAN AID 

So, what is Christian Aid?  

What does Christian Aid do? 

The guiding principle of Christian Aid is that 
we are called to love every one of our fel-
low human beings, of all faiths and no faith, and we can show that love by 
raising money to support our poorest brothers and sisters around the globe 
and by working and praying for justice. 

Christian Aid is probably best known for responding to emergencies wherev-
er they may be but their work is more widespread than this. 

Christian Aid supports programmes to improve community health – tackling 
malaria and HIV, increasing knowledge of nutrition, and contributing to ma-
ternal and child health. 

To help communities overcome poverty, Christian Aid helps people help 
themselves by encouraging access to new markets, bargaining for better pric-
es and giving producers access to expertise, services and finance. Enterprise 
provides a ladder out of poverty for many people. 

Another aspect of their work is tackling violence which is often a by product 
of poverty. They work in and with communities, enabling them to find solu-
tions and build safer environments. 

And a very important part of their work is calling on the United Nations and 
world governments to recognise unequal distributions of power and the 
rights of all people. At the moment, they are pressing on the ‘powers that be’ 
to recognise the problem of internal displacement – people leaving their 
homes and employment to seek safety – as well as procuring agreements for 
refugees and migrants. 

Which leads us to consider what we can do to help? 

• Our church is called upon to help with the House to House Collection dur-
ing Christian Aid Week , 13 – 19 May. We have been allocated 12 streets in 
our local area. Envelopes and signing up sheets will be available in Church 
from 5th May. It would be great if we could cover all 12 streets. But House 
to House collections are not everyone’s cup of tea so you might like to 
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consider one of the following options to raise money for Christian Aid in the 
following weeks. 

• Hosting a coffee morning or tea party for friends and neighbours. 

• Opening your garden to visitors 

• Offering to baby sit for an evening 

• Walking all the way or part way to work or the shops and donating the mon-
ey you save. (women in Africa and Asia on average walk 8000 steps to col-
lect water. Think of them as you walk) 

• Filling an empty Smarties tube with £1 coins 

• Emptying the coppers out of your purse or pocket each night into a jam jar 

• Forgoing expensive cups of coffee – take a flask to work 

• Decide on a project which can be sponsored - and carry it out! 

• If you have a birthday or family celebration in the near future, ask for contri-
butions to Christian Aid instead of presents. An ‘In Celebration’ page can be 
set up on your computer 

• And anything else you can think of! 

All monies can be handed in at church at any of the services - clearly marked 
Christian Aid – on or after May 19th. 

 

Holy God 
In your Kingdom 

the strong need the weak 
the rich are transformed by the poor 

the fortunate are welcomed by the homeless. 

Your Kingdom is built by those who expect their God to come. 
Amen 

 

Marjory Codling 

 

 

 

OPEN TO GOD 
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Favourite Hymn 

 

This Hymn is one I remember from my childhood, when I knew it the second 

line read "without a city wall".  If you would like to see your favourite hymn 

here I would be happy to hear from you. 

 

1. There is a green hill far away, 

 outside a city wall, 

 where the dear Lord was crucified 

 who died to save us all. 
 

2. We may not know, we cannot tell 

 what pains he had to bear, 

 but we believe it was for us 

 he hung and suffered there. 
 

3. He died that we might be forgiv'n 

 he died to make us good; 

 that we might go at last to heav'n 

 saved by his precious blood. 
 

4. There was no other good enough 

 to pay the price of sin; 

 he only could unlock the gate 

 of heav'n, and let us in. 
 

5. O, dearly, dearly has he loved 

 and we must love him too, 

 and trust in his redeeming blood, 

 and try his works to do. 

    

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

OPEN TO GOD 
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OPEN TO GOD 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Who Does What in Church? 

This Month - Peter Kemm 
 
Churchwarden at St Nicolas 

I have been asked to write on what life is 
like as Churchwarden at St Nicolas. I have 
tried to capture the formal and informal 
sides based on my experiences and a little 
research. There are always two Church-
wardens, currently myself and John Louth, 
but we are not alone, having all of the St 
Nics community, office, and ministry team 
to help us. 
 

What Churchwardens do? 

Churchwardens are parish lay officials in 
the Church of England. It is usually a volun-
tary position for which the rights and re-
sponsibilities are laid down by Church Law – please don’t test me! The office of 
Churchwarden is very ancient, going back to the 1200s. Churchwardens have 
always had a duty towards people who live in the parish, not just the congrega-
tion.  
 

Most parishes have two elected Churchwardens of equal status. Wardens 
serve for a fixed term of usually a year, whereupon they are re-elected at the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting. Special services called Visitations are held 
where the now new wardens make legal declarations for the due execution of 
their office. Churchwardens are officers of the Bishop, helping him to exercise 
his oversight of the Diocese. They are also the church congregation’s repre-
sentatives and the Vicar’s colleague.  
 

Churchwardens deal with more than bats, bells and boilers – and fortunately 

http://www.cofesuffolk.org/resources-information/churchwardens#/
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we only have the boiler to worry about at St Nics, though a few bells would not 
go amiss….! As churchwardens, we have a responsibility to care for the church 
building and its contents, for the church grounds and for the hall. 
 

We are required to keep an accurate and up-to-date inventory of the church’s 
moveable furniture, plates, and ornaments – the strangely named Terrier. Hav-
ing done some research on the origin of the word, ‘terrier’ is derived from Latin 
for ‘terra’ meaning land and is used ecclesiastically as a list of glebe lands, par-
sonage house, tithes, and church furnishings. 
 

Churchwardens are bridge-builders, and witnesses to God's all-embracing love. 
We make ourselves fully available as a point of contact for inquiries, to wel-
come newcomers, and to hall and church users. As wardens, we provide a com-
passionate listening ear. 
 

In cooperation with the Vicar, Churchwardens are responsible for the smooth 
running of the church. Wardens have a duty to make sure that clergy can con-
duct their services and other meetings without hindrance – so no heckling of 
Neil.  In preparation for services, we need to ensure there is adequate seating, 
proper lighting and heating, and that all roles are filled. I note that we don’t get 
the lighting or heating right on every occasion! We try to be neither seen nor 
heard during services, we should not be a distraction to the congregation dur-
ing worship.  
 

Who can be a Churchwarden? 

To be eligible for election, you must be baptised, aged 21 or over, on the church 
electoral roll, and a regular communicant. These are the formal requirements.  

Of course, softer skills are required. Good Churchwardens also have tact, dis-
cretion, a sense of humour, readiness to take the lead on occasion, and com-
mitment to the local church and community. I like to think that on a good day, I 
hit these points! 
 

As churchwarden, we need to know where to go for help. For most day to day 
challenges, we resolve issues with Neil and the ministry team.  Depending on 
the severity or need for confidentiality, we can turn to Stephen Pullin the Assis-

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

http://www.cofesuffolk.org/resources-information/churchwardens#/
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

tant Archdeacon, or to the Archdeacon for Berkshire, Olivia Graham.  
 

Most importantly, we need to have faith that can move mountains - alt-
hough building new church halls can seem more of a challenge as I outline 
below!  
 

Specific Churchwarden Roles at St Nicolas 
As churchwardens, we have several special responsibilities at St Nics, which 
vary according to the skill set and call for each warden. I help oversee the 
maintenance of the church buildings and grounds in conjunction with the 
buildings and grounds team. This role involves doing odd fix it jobs, arrang-
ing for tradesman to fix the more specialist tasks, and knowing when to call 
for help from the team. 
 

For the last few years, we have had an extra role as churchwarden – playing 
a central part in the concept, design, delivery, and running of the support 
groups for the St Nicolas Centre, and helping the St Nics teams to deliver in 
the areas of the build, grants, fundraising, transition, and future use. Add in 
insurance and land purchase makes this a full-on role. Together with Neil, 
we are also Trustees for the Pat Dummer Bequest, ensuring that ‘the be-
quest is used in a manner faithful to Pat's memory and in accordance with 
the mission of Earley St. Nicolas Church’.  
 

We certainly could not have travelled this far on the journey of delivering 
the St Nicolas Centre without the talent and skills from within the St Nico-
las community. Our thanks to everybody. What will a wardens’ life be like 
upon completion of the St Nicolas Centre….! 
 

I hope that provides you with a flavour of life as a Churchwarden at St Nics, 
but whoever is warden they carry out the role to match their own skills and 
God’s calling on how best to serve the St Nicolas community, church, and 
ministry. 
 
Peter Kemm 
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St Nicolas Mothers' Union 
 

We met on Tuesday March 13th for our Annual Lenten Service, which was led 
for us by Neil, who also chaired our AGM.  As always, it was a lovely little ser-
vice, the readings and the prayers being led by two of our members and Neil 
giving a short address, providing us some food for thought on Lent. 
 
For our AGM which followed Wendy, our Treasurer, had prepared a compre-
hensive report for us on the state of our finances, and also a letter covering 
various aspects of the report.  This was read to members by Maggie, as Wen-
dy is unable to attend our meetings owing to full-time work, although she will 
continue to be our Treasurer.  Neil spoke for all of us in thanking Wendy, in her 
absence, for her hard work on keeping our finances in order and also to Roy 
Pyall who audits our accounts. 
 
After the Branch Leaders and Secretary’s reports on our year we came to the 
main business of the afternoon to discuss and make a decision on the future 
of our branch, now that Maggie has stood down as our Branch Leader.  We 
were pleased to welcome Gillian Johnson and her husband Jim, from the 
Mothers Union Deanery who outlined to members the options open to us as 
no-one (surprisingly) had volunteered to take over as branch leader.  After 
some discussion it was agreed that we would remain ‘affiliated’ to the Moth-
ers Union and that our branch would be run by the committee.  Maggie kindly 
agreed to continue receiving the paperwork from head office and passing on 
the relevant information.  We shall see how this works as we have speakers 
booked until the end of the year, but we ask our readers to pray for us that 
God will guide us in the next few months in any decision we have to make.  
Neil thanked Maggie for all her hard work both for MU and the Church, a sen-
timent with which we were all in agreement.   
 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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Our deputy branch leader, Ruth presented Maggie with a  bouquet of flowers 

and a card signed by all of us. After the meeting we enjoyed a slice of Simnel 

cake with our tea, thanks to Denise Rees and Audrey Wilks, and delicious it 

was too! 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th April when we will welcome Mr 

Geoff Ashton to give us an illustrated presentation on “The Golden Age of Pic-

ture Postcards”.  Please join us—you will be most welcome and will be as-

sured of an interesting afternoon. 

Finally we wish all our members families and friends and all our leaders a very 

Happy Easter and all the blessings of this lovely season. 
 

Valerie Edgeworth 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Clothing collection for Nepal has finished:   

with one important exception 

Over probably 10 years now, members of St Nicolas’ have been very generous 
in donating clothing for poor Christians and others struggling with extreme 
poverty in Nepal, supporting the work of King’s Church Wokingham through 
our friend Mary Bisset. Much of what has been donated has been of excellent 
quality, and has blessed many with clothing they could not afford.  School uni-
forms and clothing for children have been very valuable. Mary particularly 
thanked us for the recent delivery of clothing and bedding: “All so beautifully 
prepared, in such good condition, they will be a blessing to so many in Nepal”.    
Over the past couple of years items not suitable to send to Nepal have been 
passed to a churches’ charity in Bracknell area, working with Social Services, 
to help clothe those in poverty locally – including the homeless.  A voluntary 
worker takes backpacks of warm clothing out on the streets at night to hand 
out to rough sleepers. 

But it is now time to stop the collections at St Nic’s. With the one important 
exception below – School Uniforms. 

There are two reasons.  Firstly, there used to be a team of us involved. No 
longer.  So it has become more than can be coped with by myself.   

Secondly, when we delivered to Mary early March she told us she has a garage 
full waiting to be sorted.   She is also having difficulty obtaining the barrels 
used to transport clothing to Nepal (once there barrels are used for water 
butts, and much valued).  So she is rather swamped.    

Mary and I discussed this prayerfully, and she feels with me that it is time to 
stop general clothing collections at St Nic’s.    
 

There is one key exception.  School Uniforms.   

Last year at the end of the school summer term, a few very caring people 
washed and brought in lots of wonderful school clothing in excellent condition 
– all of which went to Nepal.  School uniforms are very much wanted there.  
SO…..   
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Any School Uniforms available at the end of the school 
year can still be brought into church, and I will get them to 
Mary.  Please liaise with me if you have uniforms to do-
nate so I can make suitable arrangements at the right 
time.  

Mary Bisset has asked me to say a “huge thank-you” to 
everyone at St Nic’s who donated clothing over the years, 
and to those who helped with collections and deliveries in the past. 
 

Margaret Barnes   

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 
 

The Annual Parochial  

Church Meeting 

will take place on 

Sunday 22nd April  

at 12.00pm 

(after the 10.00am Service) 
The first meeting will be nominations and elections of Church Wardens.  
Followed by the APCM meeting to elect the people you would like to see on 
the PCC. This is an opportunity for you to ask questions and comment 
about the finances of the church, the state of the church building, or about 
any matter of concern to the parish. 

Jennie Cox, PCC Secretary 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Fair Trade Bake Sale 
 
Thank you to all the bakers and customers at the bake sale 
on Sunday 4 March. A brilliant £69.45 was raised for Traid-
craft Exchange, which works to help talented people living in 
poverty, harness the benefits of fair trade to build better lives 
for themselves, their families and their communities. 
 

Wendy Neale 

 

Bluebell Walks 
 

Bluebell walks will be held at 

Rushall Farm, Back Lane, Brad-

field RG7 6DL  (signposted from 

A340) on two weekends -21-22 

and 28-29 April from 11am - 

5pm.   
 

There will be native bluebells, 

woodland walks, family fun in 

the barn, hot and cold food, 

home made cakes and a free 

treasure hunt for kids. 

Proceeds from the event will 

benefit local people affected by 

Multiple Sclerosis.  Suggested 

donation is £5 for adults and £3 

for Children an OAPs (no card 

payments) 

www.msreading.org.uk   or call 

0118 96106107 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

  MODEL CLUB  
 1st Wednesday of the month  
 (next meeting 4 April) 
 7PM– 9PM  
 in the portacabin 
 £2.50 (includes a cuppa) 

 
Calling all Model Makers and potential Model Makers!  Why not 

come along to Model Club they work on plastic models (Airfix type) 
of planes, cars, soldiers or whatever project you would like to bring 

along.  Why not give it a try?  
Everyone welcome! 
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Reading City of Sanctuary 
 

There was a celebration at Reading Civic Centre in February to mark the inau-
guration of Reading as a City of Sanctuary. This was an inter-faith meeting 
joined by visionary members of Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and 
Sikh communities, sharing a common purpose in working for the welfare of 
those in greatest need in our area, particularly the homeless and refugee/
asylum seekers, but also many others requiring other forms of support and as-
sistance. We were seeking how we could cooperate across our various faiths to 
turn a dream into a reality. We shared initiatives already in action and looked 
for ways to build links through practical events to build up that reality in the fu-
ture. 
 
Reading as a City of Sanctuary is a Reading Borough Council initiative for those 
of all faiths and none, whose aims and values are strongly associated with 
those of the various faith groups. It is one of the Mayor’s designated charities 
for this year. Its mission statement is:- 
 
“Reading is proud to extend the welcome of our town to people who come 
here seeking safety. We are building a network of businesses, organisations 
and individuals who by working together will help to build a culture of hospital-
ity and welcome throughout Reading. We want those fleeing violence and per-
secution in their own countries to feel safe and secure here. We are committed 
to taking practical steps to welcome and integrate all people into our communi-
ties, our activities and our culture.” 
It always amazes me that we have so much in common with other faith groups 
in our desire to give support to those who struggle to establish their dignity in 
life. 
Robert Bryce 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Harris Gardens, University of Reading 

Whiteknights, Reading RG6 6UD 
 

Open: Sunday 8 April from 2-5pm 

£3 per Adult, children under 12 free 

All funds raised go to The Red Cross 
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ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 

Vicar Neil Warwick 
0118 966 5060 

neil@warwick.email 

Associate Clergy Libby Newman 
0118 321 8322  

revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk  

 David Webster 0118 979 4568  

Curate Ben Kautzer 
0118 966 8209 

ben@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Emma Major 

0118 907 6216 

emma@stnicolas.org.uk  

Parish  

Administrator 
Jennie Cox 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant  

Administrator  
Vicki Procko 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Church Wardens Peter Kemm 
0118 901 8760 

peter@stnicolas.org.uk 

 John Louth 
0118 966 8531 

john.louth@oup.com 

PCC Treasurer Richard Cox 
0118 937 0163 

treasurer@stnicolas.org.uk 

Pastoral Care Jenny & Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

jennybryce@phonecoop.coop 

Organist & 

Director of Music 
Peter Durrant 

0118 986 6410 

durrant.peter@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  

Officer 
Karen Koefman 

0118 978 8684 

karen@stnicolas.org.uk 

Newsletter articles represent the views of the individuals who write them. They are not neces-

sarily the views of St Nicolas Church. We welcome discussion. If you read an article you disa-

gree with, why not write a counter-piece? Elaine (Newsletter Editor) 
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St Nicolas Church is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Oxford 

The PCC of St Nicolas is a Registered Charity, No. 1138037 


