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  Christmas Day Sunday 25 December10.00am  Christmas Celebration Worship 
      
    
               

Christmas at St Nicolas 2016 
 Sunday 4 December at 12 noon A Messy Church Christingle 

With People, Prayers and Potatoes 
 

  Sunday 11 December at 7pm Christmas Big Sing 
A celebration of Christmas songs and carols 

 
  Sunday 18 December at 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

a beautiful and traditional service, the Christmas story in words and carols 
 

  Thursday 22 December at 3pm Kids Christmas Party 
Craft, games and loads of fun! £3 per child. Contact the office to reserve a place 

 
  Christmas Eve Saturday 24 December  5.30pm Carols round the Crib 

with a very special nativity play 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

 



Stewardship Sunday Sermon 
20th Nov. 2016 – St Nicolas  Stewardship Sunday is all about our giving to the life of St Nicolas.  For this church, and every other church, there is a very direct link between its thriving and growing and the giving of each and every member of that church.  Today I'm looking at the why, the what and the how of that giving.  To begin with.. 

  …let me thank you for the gifts of money, time and talent that you give to St Nicolas Church. You are doing a really good and holy thing by giving your money, time and talents to God’s work in this place. 
 Today we have a particular focus on the money that we give.  There are 70 references to money in the New Testament. That’s 45 more mentions than there are for sexual matters! 11 of Jesus parables are about finances, that’s almost a third.  About 800 passages across the bible speak of money and finances.  So, we can see that money and finances matter to God.  
 We can therefore relax about today – Stewardship Sunday – it’s a really holy endeavour on a topic that was on the lips of Jesus and referenced throughout our holy scriptures. 
 Money and finances are not a compartmentalised topic in the life of the church or in the life of us as individuals – somehow hermetically sealed from the holier bits of life and faith.  
 In our culture in the UK, the focus is most often on the getting of money. We quite rightly want to provide stable lives for ourselves and our families and having enough money to do this is important. Where our culture distorts this is to build up our fear about not having enough money and telling us that enough is never enough and enough money lies just over the horizon and we should strive for that horizon.  Jesus and the Bible turn that on its head. The Bible is more concerned with giving rather than getting. The word give is used 921 times in the Bible, almost as many times as love, faith and hope combined!1 The reason is that God knows that giving is good for our health – body, mind and spirit.  
                                                
1 https://indiana.ncfgiving.com/816 

We know there are all sorts of things that are good for our health. Some of them are a little unexpected – stroking a pet reduces your blood pressure; 88% of people in one study felt better after crying; housework – keeps off the extra pounds!;  
 …well giving is also good for your health… 
 Body 

 Researchers suggest that one reason giving may improve physical health and longevity is that it helps decrease stress, which is associated with a variety of health problems. In a 2006 study by Rachel Piferi of Johns Hopkins University and Kathleen Lawler of the University of Tennessee, people who provided social support to others had lower blood pressure than participants who didn’t, suggesting a direct physiological benefit to those who give of themselves.2 
 Mind 
 Whether you’re on the giving or receiving end of a gift, that gift can elicit feelings of gratitude—it can be a way of expressing gratitude or instilling gratitude in the recipient. And research has found that gratitude is integral to happiness, health, and social bonds. Let us bless the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 Spirit 
 Jesus taught us that “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). We follow an abundantly generous God and imitating that generosity is a high spiritual calling.    We also note, that giving and generosity is contagious. A study by James Fowler of the University of California, San Diego, and Nicholas Christakis of Harvard, published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, shows that when one person behaves generously, it inspires observers to behave generously later, toward different people.  Giving starts a virtuous ripple effect. 
 The Bible is clear about us giving according to our means. Paul is quite clear on this: "For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have" (2 Corinthians 8:12).  
  
                                                
2 http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/5_ways_giving_is_good_for_you 



In the light of all this, let’s think about giving to St Nicolas.   Firstly, our ongoing giving to St Nicolas 
 It’s the time of year when I invite you to have the conversations at home, the conversations with God and the conversations with one-another about our giving to the ongoing life of St Nicolas. 
 This is where we are as a Church, we continue to grow and we need a £10,000 uplift for 2017. That’s a £48 uplift in a calendar year from everyone on the Electoral Roll. Or £4 a month.  I’m going for it – increasing my giving 
 If we increase our giving according to our means and join in, we can easily  meet that £10,000. And like last year, when we increased our giving, won’t it feel good– body, mind and spirit to reach our giving target.  Secondly, the St Nicolas Centre 
 This year we can also make specific gifts – one-off or ongoing - to help build the St Nicolas Centre. 
 St Nicolas started as a shed on a patch of ground 70 years ago. The shed was used for socials, carol singing, bringing what was then a brand new community together. As a result of the work of its members it grew into the brick built hall in 1951 – church worship was held there, the GP’s surgery was on the site, baby weighing, social groups, plays… Eventually they outgrew the Hall and so this building we’re now in was built in 1971. In recent years we’ve been growing again in church members and the numbers of people using our Hall. What’s more the need for community cohesion and relationship building has never been greater. And so we are the generation who will build a new, improved community space, something for today and for tomorrow that will be good news for us and our community.     
 To illustrate and inspire us on this I want to tell the story of Nehemiah. Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and in the process renew the faith of the people. 
 Nehemiah saw the need to rebuild the walls and he knew God could use his talents to get it done. From the moment he arrived in Jerusalem everyone knew his clear purpose. He organized, managed, supervised, encouraged, met opposition, confronted injustice and kept going until the walls were built. And everyone around saw this and there was a reaffirmation of faith and a religious revival as the people knew it had been only possible with God involved. 

I see many parallels to us building the St Nicolas Centre. We can be a collective Nehemiah in our commitment to see the St Nicolas Centre built. And for it to be great for us and our faith as a worshipping community and for it to be great as a place for people to come from our community. And for there to be a reaffirmation of our faith and a revival in believing and following God in our church and community.    
 The vision is for our two buildings to be connected to allow the flow of God’s people and God’s goodness this way and that, to allow every visitor to know that God is with them and for them. 
 Now the walls that Nehemiah made were of stones of all sizes. At the base are massive foundational stones – we have one of those worth £1m from Pat. Further up the wall are stones of many sizes. There may be someone here today who has £10,000 to invest in the building of the Centre for the glory of God – that’s this stone; there may be someone here who has £5 a week to give, that’s this stone; there’s someone here who’ll come into some money this year and will give a proportion, that’s this stone…the amounts and the difference in the amounts is not important, it’s the giving that’s the thing. And what it all adds up to. 
 So, I’m going for it with a committed gift every month. And if I come into any unexpected money in 2017, I promise I’ll give a proportion in a one off gift. And I’m going to every fundraiser with an open wallet. Join in and we can meet our target, get the Centre built and bless one another and generations to come. What a great legacy for our time at St Nicolas. We will be the people that do this.   Conclusion 
 Thank you so much for the gifts of money that you give to St Nicolas Church - for all the ways that you help to make this a great church to be part of. Thank you. You are doing a really good and holy thing by giving your money to God’s work at St Nicolas.  Please have those conversations at home, with God and one-another and see what God is leading you to– in ongoing giving for the life of St Nicolas and giving for the St Nicolas Centre. On 11the December when we mark 70 years of worship on this site we can celebrate and thank God. Neil 



On Stewardship Sunday, 20 November 2016, God Squad and Focus were thinking about stewardship, and bread 
  What does stewardship mean?   They said the Lord’s Prayer together and thought about what our ‘daily bread might be:   food, home, family, friendship, health, education, a future…   By building and sharing our new building we are helping others.  You could say we are helping them to have their 'daily bread'  God Squad and Focus made bread together and then wondered: how are stewardship and raising money for the St Nicolas Centre similar to making bread?  This is what they shared with the rest of the congregation…  We have something we want to make and share  We have the right ingredients, money, time, talents, passion/desire, to get the job done.  Yeast is the active ingredient...we are the active ingredient We need to mix them together....we need to work together  Kneading the dough...it can be hard work, but that’s ok. We mustn't give up even if we get tired, the more we knead the dough the better the bread.  The rise...the project and the resources will grow, be patient...  it could get messy but that’s ok.  The Bake...dreams & hopes become reality  Share…Thy Kingdom Come.   Amen 

 Parish Administrative Assistant – Part Time  
 We require a part time Administrative Assistant to work alongside our Parish Administrator, based in the Parish Office at St Nicolas Church. Hours: 15 hours spread through the week, term time only 
 Salary: £9 per hour  This is an important role as the Parish Office is at the heart of life at St Nicolas and is the first port of call for people enquiring about our church and the facilities we provide within the community.   We are looking for someone with a friendly easy-going manner, who also has a good working knowledge of Microsoft Office, good administration skills and is able to deal with sensitive and confidential information.  You must also be able to follow through on tasks independently with good attention to detail.  The successful candidate must be willing to have a DBS check carried out. Applicants should be sympathetic to the mission of St Nicolas Church. The contract is for 12 months.  For a full job description please contact Jennie Cox in the Parish Office, at  St Nicolas Parish Office St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Reading, RG6 7JN 
 office@stnicolas.org.uk    0118 966 9080   Deadline for applications: Friday 9 December 2016  Interviews will take place on Thursday 15 December 2016  

The PCC of St Nicolas Church, Earley, is a Registered Charity, No. 113803 
 



 

  See programme on the following page 



  Message to Lindsey from Bishop Andrew 
 No one can fail to have been moved by the dreadful plight of the people of the Middle East recently: Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Palestine - we hear so many heart-breaking stories of brutality and needless suffering. As Christians, we care deeply whenever anyone suffers; when the people of the land of Jesus, the Holy One, suffer, we want to pray and do something. I am writing to ask you to support and encourage this local Kairos Palestine group. Lives may depend upon it. 
+Andrew 

   



St Nicolas Mothers' Union  
Our November meeting took place on Tuesday November 8 when following our opening prayers and "appropriate" hymn "Oh God our help in ages past", we sang Happy Birthday to Pat Cocks who had very kindly supplied us with cakes to have with our tea.   Thank you Pat.  Wendy Neale told us that she would be resigning as Parish Secretary this month due to work commitments - the good news being that she would continue as our MU Treasurer - for which we are all very grateful.  We welcomed two speakers from the Guide Dogs Association, Jenny and Margaret with their four legged assistants - Cashmere and Bree.  Jenny who had severe sight impairment - only 30% vision - explained to us that it is not necessary to be totally blind but to have reduced mobility due to sight impairment.  She was responsible for the training of the dogs - three dogs being trained at one time.  In 1950, a breeding programme was started in Leamington.  Jenny stressed that the same pair would not be mated twice.  Basic training took four months and then four months advanced training.  There are currently four training schools in Great Britain.  Margaret's role was to work with people and dogs - going to supervised puppy walkers to familiarise dogs with public transport and different experiences.  Margaret and Jenny work for Reading Mobility team which covers five countries and has a new office at Winnersh Triangle  With twenty million partially sighted people in the country and under 5,000 guide dogs they felt lucky to have one!  Members had several questions which Jenny and Margaret were able to answer and it made for a most interesting afternoon and we thank them and Cashmere and Bree for coming to visit us.  Our best wishes go to Eileen Evans as she awaits on operation on December 2.  Get well soon Eileen.  

We also send congratulations to Eileen on the birth of her first great-grandchild last month and our best wishes to baby Archie, his parents and grandparents and all who will have the care of him.  NEXT MEETING:        Advent/Christmas Service DATE                         Tuesday December 13      followed by seasonal refreshments. We hope as many as possible of you will join us in what is always a lovely service.  Finally we wish all our members' families, friends and all our readers a happy, peaceful Christmas and health, happiness and all you wish yourselves in 2017.  Valerie Edgeworth    



 ST NICOLAS MOTHERS’ UNION PROGRAMME  FOR 2017 
 

 10 January Revd Ben Kautzer 
 14 February Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service 
 14 March  Lenten Service followed by AGM 
 11 April  Jean Hall: “Poetry for All” 
 9 May  Gary Jordan, Classical Guitar 
 13 June  Tony King: “Hollywood to Broadway by Train” 
 11July  Collective Legal Solutions:  “Tax, Care and Toy Boys” 
 8 August  Garden Party 
 12 September Alan Copeland: “Reading, Part 2” 
 10 October TBA 
 14 November Malcolm Nelson:  “Seizing Drugs at Heathrow Airport” 
 12 December Service of Advent Readings and Carols,  followed by refreshments   
 Our meetings take place on  the second Tuesday of each month  and start in church at 2.15pm Everyone is welcome  

Thank you to Emma 
 At the end of the service on 27 November we said a formal "Thank you" to Emma as she steps back from some of her activities  There follow some comments from Emma  Three things I want to share. And I've written them down because I know my emotions will get in the way if I try to speak off the cuff.  1.    A very wise woman (my gran) once said to me that when you find what it is God is calling you to, everything will just fall into place. It won't feel like work, it won't be a burden and you'll enjoy every second.  And that's exactly how it's been for me.  Through the planning and rotas and risk registers, the cutting out and clearing up, the late nights and early mornings; it's been energy giving and life enhancing.  As I look back I can see clearly that God has blessed me in this calling to children and families.  And He's helped me see clearly how we're all called into things we're talented at and love to do; His work isn't meant to be a burden but a blessing.  2.   It's been a privilege and a pleasure to meet and grow friendships with so many wonderful families.  To walk with them in their lives,  See children grow and flourish, Learn together through the journey of parenting, Cry and rant with them in the hard times, Comfort and pray through bereavements and disappointments, Laugh and celebrate in the great times, Introduce them to Jesus and the knowledge of God's complete love, Rejoice at thanksgivings, baptisms and the fabulous PPP confirmation, I leave this part of my ministry blessed with an amazing group of friends, of all ages, who have in turn been an incredible source of support to me. And that's my third point  3.   It's impossible to go unnoticed that life has got pretty hard in the last year or so. Multiple Sclerosis is not a walk in the park.    At times I've found myself completely despondent and wondered why me?   



 But through it all I'm so blessed to know deeply that God is with me in it, giving me strength and comfort.    I've had prayers for healing and they've worked - they've lifted the grief I felt and given me strength.   I've had need for assistance and people have come forward, not least Mike and Rachel and many of you.  I've needed to forget it all, and I can highly recommend going into God Squad or Noah's ark or PPP for that. There is nothing more healing that telling children that I can't see them anymore but I can still hear them; and they laugh and accept and start a game of hide and hear - bet you didn't know I've gained the skill of echo location!!!  I've needed to lean, physically and emotionally; and the very people who I've walked with through the family work have been there to help carry and support and remind me that it's far from over and God has much in store for me.  This is the end of one chapter of my calling, but there are more to come.  Through writing and teaching and mentoring God will continue to use my skills, just as he uses all of yours.  Thank you for supporting me and allowing me to live out God's calling on my life with you, it's the best gift in the world.  And so I'm giving a gift to you, well to the kids and families.  Eight bible bags which I created a few years ago to help children enter into the major Christian stories through books, games and actions.  There's Christmas,  The service ended with one of my favourite hymns "In Christ Alone".  Every verse speaks to me, but the first verse is especially poignant in times of suffering.  What better message can there be that in Christ we find hope, light, strength and love.   

In Christ alone my hope is found He is my light, my strength, my song This Cornerstone, this solid ground Firm through the fiercest drought and storm What heights of love, what depths of peace When fears are stilled, when strivings cease My Comforter, my All in All Here in the love of Christ I stand  In Christ alone, who took on flesh Fullness of God in helpless babe This gift of love and righteousness Scorned by the ones He came to save 'Til on that cross as Jesus died The wrath of God was satisfied For every sin on Him was laid Here in the death of Christ I live  There in the ground His body lay Light of the world by darkness slain Then bursting forth in glorious Day Up from the grave He rose again And as He stands in victory Sin's curse has lost its grip on me For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ  No guilt in life, no fear in death This is the power of Christ in me From life's first cry to final breath Jesus commands my destiny No power of hell, no scheme of man Can ever pluck me from His hand Till He returns or calls me home Here in the power of Christ I'll stand  Emma  



 

  
   



     
  TO A GOOD HOME 1 HIGH CHAIR AND 2 STAIR GATES 

 Contact Maggie on 0118 926 5322

 Praying for Others Workshop 
 Sunday 29th January 2017  Starting at 14:15 in Church and lasting up to 2 hours  We at St. Nicolas already pray in many ways for others, but you can never have too much of a good thing.  So, this symposium is envisaged to raise awareness; primarily by sharing what is already being done and by enriching it.  A member of clergy will present on the Biblical context of Praying for Others.  Members of Home Groups, Prayer Ministry team, Prayer Chain, Intercessions Rota and others will share how they personally Pray for Others in different situations; in public, in small groups and in private.  Overall this workshop is an opportunity to get together, to share and to learn from one another.    Whether you are intrigued to know what is available or you are an existing team member; please keep the date free and let us know you are interested in attending.   We wish you a Happy Christmas and look forward to welcoming you on 29th January,   Maggie Carter and Doug Walrond  
     a short quote from Leonard Cohen who died recently:  Ring the bells that still can ring  Forget your perfect offering  There is a crack in everything  That's how the light gets in.  

Submitted by Delia Turner 
 



   

 

Open Minster at St Mary the Virgin 
 Today (27 November) as we sang that beautiful hymn ‘Christ be our light’ by Bernadette Farrell, I was particularly struck by this verse:  Longing for shelter many are homeless Longing for warmth many are cold Make us your buildings sheltering others Walls made of living stone.  The night before I had been on my second shift in Reading Minster, serving hot drinks, toast, and other donated food to anyone who dropped in between 9pm and 2am.  Most people who had come in that night were homeless.  Leaving at around 2.30am, it was bloomin’ cold.  I went home to my warm house and hot water bottle.  And the people I had been chatting to….?  At the moment in the Minster there is a tent where you can place donations of sleeping bags, blankets and warm clothing for homeless people in Reading.  You can also contact me and I can arrange to take any donations down there.  Thank you. Wendy  Sanctuary at Reading Minister – some background from the Minster Team  Sanctuary offers a welcoming and accessible place for two contrasting groups of people who populate the town centre late at the night and in the early hours of the morning, namely pub/club goers enjoying the night-time economy and people who are homeless Sanctuary began as a series of pilot phases and then became a regular weekend event from February 2016.  The initiative works closely with the Reading Street Pastors and other agencies.  The key themes of Sanctuary are the 3Rs:  Refuge – A place of safety for young people who are feeling potentially vulnerable, e.g. when waiting alone for a lift/taxi home, or after an incident/issue during the evening.  A safe place to rest or sleep for people living on the streets and who can never truly be at rest due to the risk of violence. 



 Recovery – A place to be comfortable, warm and quiet if the events of the evening have become too much.  Refreshment – A place where tea, coffee and toast is on offer. The 3Rs have a spiritual parallel which volunteers are mindful of in what we offer in addition to practical help.  In the Bible, the term ‘refuge’ conveys a sense of profound security, ultimately found in relationship with God.  ‘Recovery’ points to an increasing sense of well-being.  In spiritual terms this is linked to the Hebrew idea of the increase of shalom (wholeness) and a New Testament understanding of growing into our salvation.  ‘Refreshment’ of people’s spirits is identified as the effect of the presence of Christ through the action of the Holy Spirit.  The most distinctive feature of Sanctuary is the hours which the Minster is open to the public.  It opens from 9.00pm on Saturday night and closes at 2.00am on Sunday morning.  This is the relevant ‘time window’ for working with our target groups: people enjoying the night-time economy and people who are homeless.  In addition to these groups we are also able to welcome pre-/post-restaurant diners and tourists.  The initiative succeeds because of our highly motivated and compassionate volunteers. The Minster is candlelit.  Low tables and beanbags are spread around the building.  Some pews have been removed to create extra space for this.  A music soundtrack combines contemporary club chill-out music, contemporary music which incorporates spiritual/ethical questions or assertions, Christian music (from the monastic to the contemporary).  Free tea, coffee and toast are available.  Volunteers are able to listen, offer pastoral support and, if appropriate, to pray with people. Volunteers come from within the Minster community and beyond.  Volunteers have come from a range of churches including the Roman Catholic Church with whom this initiative has helped to build bridges.  It has also been an opportunity for people on the periphery of church, who would not necessarily self-identify as Christian, to find a way to be part of the church community and to make a contribution to serving the town and its people.  People who are homeless have expressed gratitude because it is the only place they can rest and sleep without fear of violence. Sanctuary has generated a lot of goodwill from local politicians and civic leaders, including the Lord Lieutenant and the High Sheriff.    

 



         

         More info : www.wokingham-tc.gov.uk/advent 

Snapshots from the seventies  
On 16th July 1976 the Revd John Loveland was instituted as the first vicar of the newly created parish of St Nicolas, Earley. Until then St Nic’s had been the daughter church of Earley St Peter’s, with a shared a monthly parish magazine which continued until December 1977.    First service held at St Nicolas December 1946 
 This December we celebrate the first service held at St Nicolas in December 1946, and I have been looking at the last five December issues of the joint magazine, 1973 – 1977.  In December 1973 they were looking forward to celebrating Christmas with music from the new organ, for which over half the total cost had been paid. By December 1974 the debt was down to £250 and in January 1976 the final report of the Organ Committee announced that soon “the amount of £3,250 [will be cleared] which, but a couple of years ago seemed to be a most formidable task.” It is worth noting that inflation in the 1970s was highly variable; in today’s money, the 1973 value of £3,250 would be £38,675, in 1975 - £30,582, in 1976 -  £24,635.     Society of Friends of St Nicolas church 
 So then, as now, fundraising was a concern. Each December an event variously called Christmas Bazaar, Fayre or Fair was held, and a newly formed ‘Society of Friends of St. Nicolas Church’ played a big part in raising money for the new organ, holding mini-marts, rummage sales, newspaper collections and concerts. In December 1976 a whole page was devoted to ‘St. Nicolas Church Halls’, regretting the necessity of increasing the basic hire charges of the large hall from £1.30 to £1.80, and the small hall from £0.65 to £0.90. This was the second increase in two years, but was needed to enable modernisation of the kitchen. It was hoped “that these necessary increases will not be too prohibitive for our users…and that they will weigh them against the advantages of having a community meeting place so close at hand.”  There were regular reports from the Mothers’ Union and St Nicolas Young Wives’ Group. The St. Nicolas Social Committee organised walks, barn dances and the annual Christmas Dance – does anyone remember the Paul Fahey Band of 1974-76? 



     S.N.I.P.S  -  St Nicolas Players  
Before writing this, I had heard rumours of S.N.I.P.S. - the St. Nicolas Players - but now I have read how it began in the summer of 1973 with a three-act play “Something Attempted”, a one-act play at Harvest Supper and their first pantomime, “Dick Whittington and His Cat”. Instead of a pantomime in 1975, they presented “Mist over the Mistletoe”, a Christmas comedy for the whole family – but regretted having to raise the admission cost to 50p for adults, 25p for children, which included programme and refreshments  In December 1977 the last St. Nicolas section of the joint magazine included Choir Notes and reports from the Mothers’ Union and the Young Wives Group. The Friends of St. Nicolas were to hold a Christmas Mini-Mart and S.N.I.P.S. were to produce a 3-act play, ”Amber for Anna”.  ..     .keeping trespassers out..."   
Times and attitudes change. In September 1976 new fencing was erected along the front of the church and vicarage grounds, ”tidying up the whole frontage this will go some way toward keeping trespassers out”.   But the gospel remains to be told and shown to each generation, and each December the Christmas message is remembered alongside the state of the world and the needs of its people. In December 1977 John Loveland was reflecting on this and on the changes faced by the people of St Nicolas, and how  “we have been learning about one another and our common faith which we share so that we may be more fitted to proclaim the Gospel to the growing area of South Earley and to the world.”  
A new magazine for St. Nicolas was announced, to be called “Outreach”, perhaps not so far from where we are today.  Delia Turner   

Last Year's Nativity Journey 
   



 Latest from The St Nicolas Centre 
building relationships in the heart of Earley  

 
Our Vision 
 Our community needs a flexible, open and welcoming space.   
 A place where people can come to worship and pray, meet with friends and neighbours, attend community groups, hold a party.   A place where children are dropped at pre-school and parents hang around for a chat.  A place where a local charity can run its drop-in centre.  
 A place of welcome, community life, prayer and worship - open 7 days a  week. 

This year, as part of our Stewardship Campaign, we’re all being asking to consider what we can give to the St Nicolas Centre: money, ideas, involvement, prayers.  If you’ve not already seen them, there are leaflets in church and also cards with prayers for the St Nicolas Centre – put it somewhere prominent as a reminder to keep praying for this amazing project.  You can get involved by coming along to one of the great fundraising events coming soon: 
 Christmas Big Sing Sunday 11 December 

Kids Christmas Party Thursday 22 December 
Valentines Barn Dance Saturday 11 February 

Spring Fling Disco Saturday 18 March 
Quiz Night Saturday 6 May 

 Thank you to The 4Bones who raised over £115 with a concert of very varied trombone music this month.  Could you help organise an event?  If you have an idea, but don’t know how to go about it, get in touch with the Fundraising Team via the Parish Office – that’s what Maggie’s Home Group did and now we have a ‘Spring Fling’ to look forward to.  Maybe you have craft, baking or other skills to share?  For example, we have a team crocheting Lego blankets; Liz made some delicious crab apple jelly from St Nicolas crab apples (all sold I’m afraid).    Another way you could get involved is in the process of applying for grants.  We’ll need to make lots of applications be successful, and each one needs to be completed and proof-read.  No special skills are needed – you’ll be given all the information you’ll need to complete the forms.  Contact Emma Major,  Jo Kautzer or Richard Munday to know more.  Copies of the Daily Bread recipe book are available from the Parish Office – if you haven’t pre-ordered, we have spares available at £7.50 each.  If you have pre-ordered, you can collect them from the office or at any of our services.  



The Build Team continues to work on the plans and everything is on schedule to submit our application for planning permission in December.  This is a real major step and we’ll be starting to talk to our neighbours and those who use our buildings very soon.  Another major milestone - the first digger on site!  This was to carry out investigations into drainage; the holes were filled in afterwards.      Thank You to everyone involved in the St Nicolas Centre.   After years of planning, talking and praying, it’s actually happening!  

A Christmas Hymn  
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation; came he to a world forlorn, the Lord of every nation, the Lord of every nation.  Cradled in a stall was he, watched by cows and asses; but the very beasts could see that he the world surpasses.   then the fearful Herod cried, 'Power is mine in Jewry!' So the blameless children died the victims of his fury, the victims of his fury.  Now may Mary's Son, who came long ago to love us, lead us all with hearts aflame unto the joys above us, unto the joys above us.  Omega and Alpha he! Let the organ thunder, while the choir with peals of glee shall rend the air asunder shall rend the air asunder.    'Puer nobis nascitur' (15th century)    trans. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) alt



 
Our Vision 
We see a day when everyone in Earley is 
     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 
 Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 
who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 
 Our Values - we are 

God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 
Seeking justice for all 

 Our Mission Priorities 
The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 
 Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 
Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 
Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

  
 International Dates in December  
1 December  -  World Aids Day   Worship materials, resources and links: CABSA.  Additional worship materials: Diakonia 3 December  -  International day of Persons with Disabilities Info from UN, Handicap International, CBM 4 December  -  Bible Sunday (Roman Catholic) 9 December - International Anti-Corruption Day  Info from UN 10 December  -  Human Rights Day  Info from UN, Human Rights Watch, Forum 18 18 December  -  International Migrants Day   Info from UN 25 December  -  Christmas  
************************************************************************************* The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree with, why not write a counter- piece? *********************************************************************************************** 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.01.2017       To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

DECEMBER DATES  Thursday 1       2.00 Evening 

World AIDS Day Y6 children from Hawkedon and Loddon in church for special REinspired sessions Over 50s' club Ladies Pub Night 
Sunday 4 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 10.00  12.00 

Communion Everyone Together - World AIDS Day with focus on Zambia PPP Christingle Monday 5   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Wednesday 7 11.00   7.45 Evening 

Communion & Coffee Singing Group Men's Curry Club Thursday 8   2.00 Over 50s Club 
Sunday 11 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 10.00    7.00 

Communion Patronal Festival Celebrating 70 years of St Nicolas Christmas Big Sing 
Monday 12   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tuesday 13 10.00   2.15 Board Games Cafe MU Carol Service Wednesday 14 11.00   2.30   7.30  

Communion & Coffee Wednesday Space Christmas Service Advent - A time to reflect, wonder, Worship - Mary Mother of the Church 
Thursday 15     7.30 Standing Committee 
Saturday 17  Wedding of Matt and Holly 
Sunday 18 
4th Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 10.00   6.30 
Communion Parish Communion Carols by Candlelight 

Tuesday 20  End of Term 
Thursday 22   3.00 St Nic's Kids Christmas Party 
Saturday 24 
Christmas Eve 

  5.30 11.30 Carols round the Crib Midnight Mass Sunday 25 
Christmas Day 

10.00 Christmas Day Festival Communion 



Everyone Together 
Wednesday 28 11.00 Communion & Coffee 
JANUARY 2017   
Sunday 1 
2nd Sunday of Christmas 

  8.00 10.00 Communion Parish Communion Wednesday 4 11.00 Evening Communion & Coffee Men's Curry Club 
Thursday 5  Evening Start of Term Ladies' Pub Night 
Sunday 8 
Epiphany 

  8.00 10.00 12.00 
Communion Parish Communion PPP 

Monday 9   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tuesday 10   2.15 Mothers' Union 
Wednesday 11 11.00   2.30   7.45 

Communion & Coffee Wednesday Space Singing Group Thursday 12  2.00 Over 50’s Club 
Sunday 15  
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 8.00 10.00 Communion Parish Communion Monday 16 9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Wednesday 18 11.00 7.45 Communion & Coffee Singing Group 
Thursday 19 2.00 Over 50s Club 
Sunday 22 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany  

8.00 10.00 3.00 
Communion Parish Communion Resting in the Spirit Monday 23 9.30 Noah' Ark @ St Nics 

Wednesday 25 11.00 7.45 Communion and Coffee Singing Group Thursday 26 2.00 Over 50’s Club 
Sunday 29 8.00 10.00 Communion Parish Communion Monday 30 9.30 Noah’s Ark @ St Nics 
  

      Weekly at St Nics      Fortnightly at St Nics  Noah's Ark @ St Nics     Home Groups - daytime or Community Choir      evening on different days. Singing Group       Interested? Contact Ben on Over 50s Club       0118 966 8209          Board Games Cafe  Monthly at St. Nics  Men's Curry Club      Craft and Chat Ladies' Pub Night      Wednesday Space   

   Wishing you a Joyful Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 
 



CONTACT LIST Vicar Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 neil@stnicolas.org.uk  Curate Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8209  Associate Clergy Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 David Webster 0118 979 4568  Licensed Lay Minister Emma Major 0118 907 6216  PARISH OFFICE  Parish Administrator Jennie Cox 0118 966 9080 office@stnicolas.org.uk Office Hours Monday and Thursday : 1- 3 Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30- 3pm  Churchwardens Margaret Chalmers  0118 901 8760 Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255  Treasurer Richard Sedgwick 0118 967 8902 
  

CONTACT LIST  (cont) Gift Aid Admin  Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109  Director of Music/Organist Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410  Readings & Intercessions Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863  Prayer Chain Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322  Church Flowers Jane Olney 0118 961 7609  Church Cleaning Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818  Hall Bookings Via Parish Office 0118 966 9080  Mothers' Union  Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322  Head Server Philip Olney 0118 961 7609  Newsletter Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317  Welcome Rota Jane Olney 0118 961 7609  Coffee Rota  Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 

World Aids Day at St Nicolas with REinspired 
 We ask the Year 6 Children from Loddon and Hawkedon Schools: 
 How do Christians respond with worldwide issues  that affect the lives of others? 
 Is it important to help? 

   John 15:12 
This is my 
commandment, 
that you love one 
another as I have 
loved you 

James 2:17 
So you see, faith by itself isn’t 
enough.  Unless is produces good 
deeds, it is dead and useless 

Isaiah 1:17 
Learn to do good; 
seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring 
justice to the 
fatherless; plead the 
widow’s cause 


