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Stewardship Sunday Sermon  

20th Nov. 2016 – St Nicolas 

Stewardship Sunday is all about our giving to the life of St Nicolas.  For this 

church, and every other church, there is a very direct link between its thriving 

and growing and the giving of each and every member of that church.  Today I'm 

looking at the why, the what and the how of that giving.  To begin with...  

…let me thank you for the gifts of money, time and talent that you give to St 

Nicolas Church. You are doing a really good and holy thing by giving your money, 

time and talents to God’s work in this place. 

Today we have a particular focus on the money that we give.  

There are 70 references to money in the New Testament. 

That’s 45 more mentions than there are for sexual matters! 

11 of Jesus parables are about finances, that’s almost a third.  

About 800 passages across the bible speak of money and finances. 

So, we can see that money and finances matter to God.  

We can therefore relax about today – Stewardship Sunday – it’s a really holy 

endeavour on a topic that was on the lips of Jesus and referenced throughout our 

holy scriptures. 

Money and finances are not a compartmentalised topic in the life of the church or 

in the life of us as individuals – somehow hermetically sealed from the holier bits 

of life and faith.  
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In our culture in the UK, the focus is most often on the getting of money. We 

quite rightly want to provide stable lives for ourselves and our families and having 

enough money to do this is important. Where our culture distorts this is to build 

up our fear about not having enough money and telling us that enough is never 

enough and enough money lies just over the horizon and we should strive for that 

horizon.  

Jesus and the Bible turn that on its head. The Bible is more concerned with giving 

rather than getting. The word give is used 921 times in the Bible, almost as many 

times as love, faith and hope combined!1 

The reason is that God knows that giving is good for our health – body, mind and 

spirit. 

We know there are all sorts of things that are good for our health. Some of them 

are a little unexpected – stroking a pet reduces your blood pressure; 88% of 

people in one study felt better after crying; housework – keeps off the extra 

pounds!;  

…well giving is also good for your health… 

Body 

Researchers suggest that one reason giving may improve physical health and longevity is 

that it helps decrease stress, which is associated with a variety of health problems. In a 

2006 study by Rachel Piferi of Johns Hopkins University and Kathleen Lawler of the 

University of Tennessee, people who provided social support to others had lower blood 

pressure than participants who didn’t, suggesting a direct physiological benefit to those 

who give of themselves.2 

  

                                                           
1 https://indiana.ncfgiving.com/816 
2 http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/5_ways_giving_is_good_for_you 
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Mind 

Whether you’re on the giving or receiving end of a gift, that gift can elicit feelings of 

gratitude—it can be a way of expressing gratitude or instilling gratitude in the recipient. 

And research has found that gratitude is integral to happiness, health, and social bonds. 

Let us bless the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Spirit 

Jesus taught us that “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

We follow an abundantly generous God and imitating that generosity is a high spiritual 

calling.   

We also note, that giving and generosity is contagious. A study by James Fowler of 

the University of California, San Diego, and Nicholas Christakis of Harvard, 

published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, shows that when 

one person behaves generously, it inspires observers to behave generously later, 

toward different people. 

Giving starts a virtuous ripple effect. 

The Bible is clear about us giving according to our means. Paul is quite clear on 

this: "For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not 

according to what he does not have" (2 Corinthians 8:12).  
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In the light of all this, let’s think about giving to St Nicolas.  

Firstly, our ongoing giving to St Nicolas 

It’s the time of year when I invite you to have the conversations at home, the 

conversations with God and the conversations with one-another about our giving 

to the ongoing life of St Nicolas. 

This is where we are as a Church, we continue to grow and we need a £10,000 

uplift for 2017. That’s a £48 uplift in a calendar year from everyone on the 

Electoral Roll. Or £4 a month.  

I’m going for it – increasing my giving.  

If we increase our giving according to our means and join in, we can easily meet 

that £10,000. And like last year, when we increased our giving, won’t it feel good– 

body, mind and spirit to reach our giving target.   

Secondly, the St Nicolas Centre 

This year we can also make specific gifts – one-off or ongoing - to help build the 

St Nicolas Centre. 

St Nicolas started as a shed on a patch of ground 70 years ago. The shed was 

used for socials, carol singing, bringing what was then a brand new community 

together. As a result of the work of its members it grew into the brick built hall in 

1951 – church worship was held there, the GP’s surgery was on the site, baby 

weighing, social groups, plays… Eventually they outgrew the Hall and so this 

building we’re now in was built in 1971. In recent years we’ve been growing again 

in church members and the numbers of people using our Hall. What’s more the 

need for community cohesion and relationship building has never been greater. 

And so we are the generation who will build a new, improved community space, 



Page 5  

 

something for today and for tomorrow that will be good news for us and our 

community.      

To illustrate and inspire us on this I want to tell the story of Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and in the process 

renew the faith of the people. 

Nehemiah saw the need to rebuild the walls and he knew God could use his 

talents to get it done. From the moment he arrived in Jerusalem everyone knew 

his clear purpose. He organized, managed, supervised, encouraged, met 

opposition, confronted injustice and kept going until the walls were built. And 

everyone around saw this and there was a reaffirmation of faith and a religious 

revival as the people knew it had been only possible with God involved. 

I see many parallels to us building the St Nicolas Centre. We can be a collective 

Nehemiah in our commitment to see the St Nicolas Centre built. And for it to be 

great for us and our faith as a worshipping community and for it to be great as a 

place for people to come from our community. And for there to be a 

reaffirmation of our faith and a revival in believing and following God in our 

church and community.    

The vision is for our two buildings to be connected to allow the flow of God’s 

people and God’s goodness this way and that, to allow every visitor to know that 

God is with them and for them. 
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Now the walls that Nehemiah are made of stones of all sizes. At the base are 

massive foundational stones – we have one of those worth £1m from Pat. Further 

up the wall are stones of many sizes. There may be someone here today who has 

£10,000 to invest in the building of the Centre for the glory of God – that’s this 

stone; there may be someone here who has £5 a week to give, that’s this stone; 

there’s someone here who’ll come into some money this year and will give a 

proportion, that’s this stone…the amounts and the difference in the amounts is 

not important, it’s the giving that’s the thing. And what it all adds up to. 

So, I’m going for it with a committed gift every month. And if I come into any 

unexpected money in 2017, I promise I’ll give a proportion in a one off gift. And 

I’m going to every fundraiser with an open wallet. 

Join in and we can meet our target, get the Centre built and bless one another 

and generations to come. What a great legacy for our time at St Nicolas. We will 

be the people that do this.  

Conclusion 

Thank you so much for the gifts of money that you give to St Nicolas Church - 
for all the ways that you help to make this a great church to be part of. Thank 
you. You are doing a really good and holy thing by giving your money to God’s 
work at St Nicolas.  

At the end of the service the team will explain how we can respond. 

Please have those conversations at home, with God and one-another and see 
what God is leading you too – in ongoing giving for the life of St Nicolas and giving 
for the St Nicolas Centre. On 11the December when we mark 70 years of 
worship on this site we can celebrate and thank God. 


