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Called to Gratitude 
 

 

According to Holy Scripture, ‘a thousand years are, with the Lord, as one day’ 
(2 Peter 3:8). I suppose this is just another way of saying that ‘time flies when 
you’re having fun!’ And one thing I’ve learned is that time certainly flies here at 
St Nicolas! 
 
I don’t know about you, but I cannot believe that I have already been at St 
Nicolas for a whole year. And what a year it’s been! My first official day in the 
parish was last year’s Summer Fun Day. I remember walking around the grass 
on that beautiful sunny day, amidst all the bustle and noise, smiles and laughter, 
and thinking to myself: this is going to be a great place to be a curate. That day 
really was St Nicolas at its best:  
 

• open to the community – literally hundreds of people from the 
neighbourhood sharing hospitality, enjoying one another’s company, 
building new relationships  

• open to one another – the church family pulling together as a team, 
loving and serving one another, and making space for everyone to put 
their own gifts into practice  

• open to God – noticing that God is present with us in the small stuff, that 
the church’s vocation is to become points of light in everyday life, and 
discovering that the joy, struggle and sorrow of genuine community is part 
of the worship God asks of his people.  

 

All of this on full display that Saturday in July. All of this surfacing again and again 
ever since. My first impression of St Nicolas turned out to be an accurate one: 
what a fantastic place to train for ministry in Christ’s church! 
 
Before heading off to Reading Minister for the priesting service on Saturday, I 
joined the other deacons in the Oxford Diocese for a three day silent retreat at 
Cuddesdon. This time away gave me a chance to reflect on all that has 
happened this year, and also on the long and winding journey that has led me to 
this moment.  
 

 
 

As I look back over my shoulder at my time at St Nicolas, I am overwhelmed 
with gratitude. Changing jobs, moving house, and discovering our new vocation 
as parents has brought huge changes to me and Jo over the past twelve months. 
We know that this year could have been really difficult but, from the very 
beginning, you welcomed our family with open arms. You have been such a 
support and encouragement to us. You have surrounded us with your prayers 
and embraced our bouncing baby boy with such love and affection. I cannot tell 
you what a difference that has made for us. We thank God for the gift of this 
community and the genuine blessing it continues to be in our lives.  
 
The New Testament reading during my priesting service was from the book of 
Hebrews:  
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us. (12:1) 
 
When I reflect on my journey toward ordination, the one thing that stands out 
more than anything is the ‘great cloud of witness’ who have come alongside me 
and helped discern God’s call for my life. The people of St Nicolas have become 
such an important part of that gathering! It was moving for me to look around 



the Minster and see so many of you there. And then to share with you that 
celebration of God’s grace, mercy, forgiveness and love at the Eucharist on 
Sunday and on Wednesday … fantastic! 
 
You have taught me what servant-hearted ministry looks like. You have shown 
me what it means to be a deacon. And now as I look forward to the next two 
years of my curacy at St Nicolas, I know that you will also teach me what it 
means to be a priest. 
 

 
 
During the ordination service, Bishop Andrew outlined my new job description 
with the following words:  
 
 
Priests are called to be servants and shepherds among the people to whom they are 
sent.  With their Bishop and fellow ministers, they are to proclaim the word of the Lord 
and to watch for the signs of God's new creation.  They are to be messengers, 
watchmen and stewards of the Lord; they are to teach and to admonish, to feed and 
provide for his family, to search for his children in the wilderness of the world's 
temptations, and to guide them through its confusions, that they may be saved through 
Christ forever.  Formed by the word, they are to call their hearers to repentance and to 
declare in Christ's name the absolution and forgiveness of their sins. 
 
With all God's people, they are to tell the story of God's love. They are to baptize new 
disciples in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and to walk 
with them in the way of Christ, nurturing them in the faith. They are to unfold the 
Scriptures, to preach the word in season and out of season, and to declare the mighty 

acts of God. They are to preside at the Lord's table and lead his people in worship, 
offering with them a spiritual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. They are to bless the 
people in God's name. They are to resist evil, support the weak, defend the poor, and 
intercede for all in need. They are to minister to the sick and prepare the dying for 
their death. Guided by the Spirit, they are to discern and foster the gifts of all God's 
people, that the whole Church may be built up in unity and faith. (The Liturgy of 
Ordination of Priests) 
 
I don’t know about you, but when I read this massive list I can’t help but feel a 
bit intimidated and overwhelmed at the enormity of the task that has been set 
before me. But one thing that continues to gives me comfort and 
encouragement are the words Bishop Andrew said at the end of the service: 
Remember, you cannot bear the weight of this calling in your own 
strength, but only by the grace and power of God. Amen to that! None 
of us can walk the paths God has for us on our own. So we cling to the 
promises of God: “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). Christ walks 
with us, but he also draws us together as a community to journey in the 
company of one another.  
 

A curacy is a foundation stone upon which a whole life in the ministry is built. I 
am so thankful that St Nicolas is that foundation. We are all in this together! 
What an amazing gift! So thank you for allowing us to a part of your family and 
for walking this journey with us.  
 
It is my firm conviction that God has purpose and intention and destiny for 
every human being... Every single person who responds to the loving initiative of 
God is called to his service, invited to participate in God’s project of 
redemption. In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul writes of the whole 
church: “The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it” (5:24). Though our 
journeys are each unique, though our roles in body are diverse and different, 
each one of us has been called by God. I wonder what that calling looks like for 
you? I wonder what God might be stirring up within you? I wonder how your 
gifts might be part of the destiny God has planned for you from the foundation 
of the world?  
 
With love, 
Ben, Jo and little Ted 
 
 
 
 



 
 

St Nicolas Summer Fun Day and BBQ 
Saturday 16th July 2016 

Midday – 3pm 
 

Everyone Welcome 
 

Introducing 

The best BBQ around  

Homemade cakes all afternoon 

 

Bring your cake to the St Nics Fun Day Bake Off 

Build your best creation for the Lego Building Competition 

Competition entries just £3 per entry 

 

Family fun, romantic meals and hampers on the raffle 

Plus the ever popular bottle tombola 

 

Lots for the kids to do including bouncy castle, face painting, teddy 

tombola, beat the goalie, splat a rat,  

minion mission and….  

soak a bloke 

 

There will be lots of space to relax in the sun 

so bring a picnic blanket and stay for the whole afternoon 

 

St Nicolas Earley 

Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley 

 

Please walk or cycle if at all possible 

Parking is available in Loddon School Car Park 

 

 



 

 

The St Nicolas CentreThe St Nicolas CentreThe St Nicolas CentreThe St Nicolas Centre    
            building relationships in the heart of Earleybuilding relationships in the heart of Earleybuilding relationships in the heart of Earleybuilding relationships in the heart of Earley    

 

On 19 June we presented the latest concept plans for our new building project, The St 

Nicolas Centre - bold plans to meet the vision we all set for St Nicolas to be a community 

hub today, and into the future. 

On 21 June we met to pray and talk about the project.  Over the next few weeks we’ll be 

making sure all groups at St Nicolas 

have a chance to see the plans and 

discuss them. 

We asked you to think about what 

St Nicolas means to you. “Family”, 

“home”, “a safe place”, “worship”, 

“committed to justice”, 

“welcoming” were some of the 

words that came to you.  We value 

this place; we value what God is 

doing in this place, and we want to 

share it. 

Your Comments 

Thank you to everyone who has already got back to me with comments.  At the moment 

I’m noting them all and will get back to you shortly.  At the moment, there are a few 

common themes: parking; security; toilets; kitchen; storage; refurbishment of the church. 

Please keep your comments coming. 

Commitment 

Be assured that as we pursue this vision we will maintain our commitment to Pat 

Dummer’s memory.  Having invested Pat’s gift securely, we are committed to spend it 

wisely for the mission of St Nicolas and as a legacy to her. 

Recap of where we’re at 

• Teams have been set up to take the St Nicolas Centre Project forward 

• Plans have been submitted to Wokingham Borough Council for a pre application 

consultation and comment.  The planners are coming for an initial visit in early July 

• Plans are also with the Diocese of Oxford 

• Submission of plans for full planning: September 2016 

• Conversations with our neighbours and the wider community begin once planning 

permission has been submitted 

• Start building: Summer 2017 

Our vision of the St Nicolas Centre (Open Door Project): 

“I see St Nicolas as a community hub, with its café and other rooms 

being an attractive meeting place for all ages. It is always busy and 

active and provides a warm welcome to everyone. It is a place where 

God is worshipped in different ways. It reaches out to the community 

with activities for babies, children, families, elderly and many groups 

who are disadvantaged, and provides space and rooms for all sorts of 

community groups and events. It is a place where people can go to get 

help and find a listening ear and where friendships are made.  

In summary, it is a place where people are nurtured  

bodily and spiritually.” 

 



The Cost 

“The plans are currently costed at £1.4million.  Raising the additional £400,000 is a big, 

exciting and challenging target.  Previous generations of St Nicolas have faced similar 

challenges when they had a vision for the Hall, and then a vision for the Church. They went 

for it, and with God on their side and the generosity of the congregation and the 

community they gave us buildings that have changed thousands of lives for the better.  WE 

CAN DO THE SAME!” 

As one member of our congregation commented, it’s important for us to be involved in 

making the project happen; for this generation at St Nicolas to give of ourselves as previous 

generations have in the past.  And God is with us. 

 

 

PRAY       GIVE         ACT    DREAM 

and be generous in your support for the St Nicolas Centre project. 

 

Prayers for the St Nicolas Centre 

 

Dear God 
 

Help and guide us as we seek to demonstrate that  
God is with and for all people. 
 

May our new buildings and all that goes on in and around  
them bring your light and love to all. 
 

Loving Lord, be in the big decisions and the small details  
so that all we do is for your glory and the good of our community. 
 

Amen 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father,   
 

direct us in developing the St Nicolas Centre project; 
 

inspire us to understand which groups in our community we can help the best, 
and how; 
 

guide our steps in raising the funds to enable us to do the things you want us 
to do; 
 

be in the planning, tendering and building processes; 
 

inspire willing hands and hearts to give generously of their time, talents and 
money; 
 

give us courage, steadfastness and kind heartedness to each other  
as we meet the challenges that will surely come; 
 

help us keep us alert to your will, with our eyes fixed on the vision  
you have given us for this place. 

 
Bless the St Nicolas Centre  
and all it will provide for our local community.   
 

Fill us with the wisdom, energy and resources we need. 
 

Amen 

 

 



ST NICOLAS MOTHERS' UNION 
 

Our June meeting was held on Tuesday 14th when we were pleased to 
welcome the Deanery Vice-President of the MU.  Our scheduled speaker was 
unable to come, so we were pleased that our very own June Ward agreed to 
step into the breach and gave us a very interesting account of her life. 
 
Born in Teddington in 1933, like many of us, her childhood was spent during the 
Second World War.  She was the eldest of six, having five younger sisters, and 
had some entertaining tales to tell of her life during and after the war. 
 
Her introduction to "church" came when she started at a church primary school 
y which time the family had moved to a better area in Twickenham and one of 
her most vivid memories was lining the route for the coronation of 1953. 
 
When she married her first husband, like her mother, she had six children - four 
sons and two daughters and she joined the church Young Wives Group as there 
was no Mothers' Union.  She later became a Mothers' Union member and has 
always played an active part in church groups and activities and the church here 
at St Nicolas is an important part of her life and that of her second husband 
Peter. 
 
It is difficult to summarise and do justice to what was a very interesting, 
entertaining and comprehensive talk and we thank June for sharing her life 
stories with us. 
 
NEXT MEETING:   12 July at 2.15pm 
SPEAKER:            Mr Alan Copeland 
SUBJECT:                  A visual 'presentation' on the Changing Faces of  
        Reading 
 
We hope as many as possible will join us - you will be most welcome. 
 

Just after the last newsletter we heard the sad news of the death of Derek 
Northeast.  He always supported us with Ann, who is of course one of our 
members, and ran the Plant Stall at our May Fayres.  Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Ann, David and Clare and their families.  May he rest in peace. 
 

Finally we wish all our members families and friends and all our readers happy 
holidays if and when they go. 
 
Valerie Edgeworth 

 
 
 

 
 
 



You are invited to a 

                                            GARDEN PARTYGARDEN PARTYGARDEN PARTYGARDEN PARTY    

in aid of 

ALEXANDER DEVINE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE SERVICES 
 

FRIDAY, 15 JULY 2016 
2pm- 5.30pm… 

 

*CREAM TEAS & CAKES**CREAM TEAS & CAKES**CREAM TEAS & CAKES**CREAM TEAS & CAKES*        *PIMMS **PIMMS **PIMMS **PIMMS *        *TOMBOLA**TOMBOLA**TOMBOLA**TOMBOLA*     

*STALLS* *STALLS* *STALLS* *STALLS* ----    (Plants, Jewellery, Cakes, Skin Care, Artwork, Books,(Plants, Jewellery, Cakes, Skin Care, Artwork, Books,(Plants, Jewellery, Cakes, Skin Care, Artwork, Books,(Plants, Jewellery, Cakes, Skin Care, Artwork, Books,& Lots more)& Lots more)& Lots more)& Lots more) 

6 pm – 9.30 pm… 
 

PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER      PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER      PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER      PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER      WINE & BEER TENTWINE & BEER TENTWINE & BEER TENTWINE & BEER TENT                    RAFFLERAFFLERAFFLERAFFLE 
 

7.30 PM 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
 

Items to include:  BA Flight to New York, Children's Private Tuition, Artwork, 
Spray Tan, Gardening, Dinner for Four, Yoga Lesson 

Bids taken before the event 
 

& LOTS MORE!  

At 
14 Moorhen Drive, Lower Earley 

RG6 4NZ 
 

R.S.V.P   .Email: lizziejones@talk21.com 
 

We would be most grateful for any donations 

 for our stalls/auction 

 
 

Bob Campbell 
 

 
 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to this gentleman, Bob Campbell, who 
very kindly made a stand for the processional cross and candles and the 
churchwardens' wands. He did a fantastic bespoke carpentry job free of charge. 
 
Elaine 
 
 

Christian Aid Week 
 

 
Many thanks to everyone who gave their support. 
 
A cheque for £329.47 has been sent to Christian Aid 
 
Marjory Codling. 
 



    
 

 

 
 

Mental Health Awareness 
 

On Sunday 10 July, at 8am and 10am, our services will have a special focus on 

mental health awareness.  

  

We know that many, many people in the UK are living with or are affected by 

mental illness.  At 10 am, we will acknowledge that fact, and the need to 

breakdown the stigma and prejudice, as we hear one person’s story of how 

mental illness has affected their life 

. 

We’re aware that this may be difficult for some people and may raise issues and 

anxieties.  Therefore we are providing support throughout and after the service.  

There will also be information leaflets to take away. 

 

If you would like to find out more about these services in advance, please 

contact Neil 

. 

At St Nicolas we know that God is with us, in all parts of our life, wherever we 

find ourselves. 



 

Zambia 
 

We are off! The St Nicolas trip to Ndola this time is from Thursday 21st July – 

Wednesday 3rd August and we would really appreciate all your prayers. 

John Davies has been our main coordinator and we are taking a team of 9 to 

spend 9 days with the Jubilee Centre and Pastor Lawrence 

Temfwe (the CEO) and his wife Martha and their team who now 

help mobilise 150 churches. www.jubileecentre.org whose 

motto is “daring to be salt of the Earth and Light of the world” 

 

Among other things Neil, John and Ben will be doing workshops 

and training for pastors and church leaders; Helen, Marion, 

Jonathan and Margaret are encouraging home based carers of the sick and 

those living with HIV and AIDS; Eleanor and Claire are going in to meet and learn 

about the Sunday club leaders and voluntary school teachers in the community 

schools. 

 

We will be meeting Pastor David at Christian Kings after the team last time 

formalised our church link with them and are spending a full day there. Think of 

us on Sunday 24th July as we share the service with them in the morning as you 

do here!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main reasons we go are to build relationships, encourage those we can, 

share some of our skills and learn about our Christian brothers and sisters living 

in such a different place to Reading!  



People who have been before often say they have been changed by the 

experience. God seems to have a way of working through these trips in a very 

special and individual way… I’m not sure why we are surprised!  

 

So your thoughts and prayers are appreciated. We would like to take some 

letters to the congregation at Christian Kings, letters of love, encouragement 

and prayers. Neil will be mentioning this after the service here on the 17th July 

before we go but if you would like please contact me or drop letters in at the 

vicarage. 

  

We are not taking second hand clothes but are happy to take gifts (please let 

Margaret Jeal know what it is you propose to give us to check it is appropriate) 

margaretjeal47@gmail.com 

Helen Warwick poundlane@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

         From 2014 

 
 

 
 

Save The Dates 

 
Alexander Devine Garden Party - Friday, July 15th   (see poster)  
 
Earley Green Fair - Saturday,  August 6th   (any contributions for stall gratefully received) 
 
Quiz Night - Saturday,  November19th 

 

 



 
 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AT DINTON PASTURES 
 

 
 
Tel. 0118 974 6343    or   Dintonactivitycentre@wokingham.gov.uk 

“Resting in the Spirit” 
 
A new venture, open to everyone 
 
Time to be with God, go deeper with him, a 
time of quiet reflection. 
 
Started on May 22nd 
 
Each session will start at 3pm with 
refreshments.  There will be a Bible reading and 
prayer, and then everyone is left to find a space and make 
themselves comfortable, sitting, kneeling, lying down.  
 
This will be a time to be still and notice God’s presence with us.  Psalm verses 
will be read quietly and as we draw to a close the Bible verses will be read again. 
 
More tea and coffee will be available, and on every occasion there will be 
leaders there if anything comes up that you’d like to pray or talk about.  
 
Then it’s home refreshed at around 4.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT DATES:     10 July, 11 September 
 
 
 



 

        

Queen's 90th Birthday celebrations 
 

 
As you know we all had a great time here at St Nicolas 
for Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday celebrations with 
fantastic cakes, flowers and a special service with 
hymns that the Queen likes and prayers for her,  
thanking God for her life and all her work.   
 

I wanted to show these lovely pictures 
some of which were taken at the 
"street" party run by Lower Earley 
Baptist church and local shops at 
Maiden Place (Ended up indoors due 
to rain!) Tom and several people from 
St Nicolas went along in support. 
 
 

 
 
It was a 
great 
outreach to 
the people 
in Lower 
Earley –Neil 
and I 
bumped into 
some 
owners of 

shops and restaurants who had been in to collect some 
cake!   
We were all given a copy of “The Servant Queen” as a 
gift which is worth a read if you haven’t seen it. 
 
A great day for all!  
                                                                                                              Our cake 
 



 
 

      

 
"Her most favourite poem"  

written and read by Emma at our Service for the Queens' Birthday 
 

Her most favourite poem 
Speaks of trusting entirely in God 
Reaching out into the darkness 
Seeing His light filling the world 
 
In the book written for her birthday 
The Queen talks about Jesus her King 
The King she serves and follows 
And holds highest above everything 
 
She talks about valuing prayers 
Said for her round the world every day 
Feeling God's love and inspiration 
And receiving blessings in many ways 
 
The Queen's seen a world of changes 
Of disruption and trouble in lives 
But through it all she is never discouraged 
Because she knows that God's love survives 
 

POST REFERENDUM 
 
At this week's PCC meeting people wanted St Nicolas to do something positive 
and proactive following the EU Referendum.  This reflects what many of you 
have been telling me. 
We asked ourselves, what might we do that would bring God-given light and 
hope to our community at this time? 
 
This is not about Remain or Leave or any value judgements on the people that 
voted for each.  In that regard, we can reasonably expect our congregation to 
reflect the votes of Reading and Wokingham, with many people on both sides. 
 
It is about saying that St Nicolas is open to community and being good news to 
our community. 
 
I'm aware there has been some abuse directed to Eastern Europeans, Muslims 
and people from minority communities in our own area.  We must counteract 
that with our love and support. 
 
So, on Friday 8 July from 7am - 10pm St Nicolas will be open for: 
 

• More in Common 

• Unity, Hope, Generosity 

• Inviting everyone in our community to take a moment to affirm these values 
  
Church will have a couple of spaces laid out to reflect, think and pray.  We can 
sign the backboard to say we stand for unity, hope and generosity. 
 
We'd love for someone from St Nicolas to be present through the day. 
If you'd like to be present for an hour praying and saying 'welcome' to anyone 
that comes, please email Wendy and we'll draw up a rota. 
 
If you can't get to Church that day, join in with the following prayer: 
 
Eternal God, Light of the nations, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
guide our nation in the coming days through the inspiration of your Spirit, 
that understanding may put an end to discord and all bitterness. 
Give us grace to rebuild bonds of trust 
that together we may work for the dignity and flourishing of all; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 



 

 
 
 
We can take inspiration and encouragement from the God-inspired words of 
Archbishop Justin: 
 
"As citizens of the United Kingdom, whatever our views during the referendum 
campaign, we must now unite in a common task to build a generous and 
forward looking country, contributing to human flourishing around the world. 
 
We must remain hospitable and compassionate, builders of bridges and not 
barriers. Many of those living among us and alongside us as neighbours, friends 
and work colleagues come from overseas and some will feel a deep sense of 
insecurity. 
 
We must respond by offering reassurance, by cherishing our wonderfully 
diverse society, and by affirming the unique contribution of each and every one."   
(Archbishop Justin Welby, Friday 24 June 2016) 
 

Neil 

 

Maureen 
 

 

 
 
 
As you will know, the Reverend Maureen Devine has been helping out the 
Loddon Reach Benefice in recent months.  We've missed her. 
 
Maureen has now decided to remain with the Loddon Reach Team. 
 
She has been with St Nicolas for over 7 years and in that time has offered her 
gifts and talents as a priest very generously.  Leading worship, pastoral visiting 
and leading our prayer ministry team. These things have enriched our life and 
our life of faith. 
 
Let us pray for Maureen and Ron for this new chapter.  I have invited Maureen 
to come on a Sunday in September when we can say goodbye, say thank you 
and pray for her. 
 
Neil 



Some pictures at Ben's Ordination at Reading Minster 
 

 

 
 
 

Sunday 26 June 
 

 
 
 

One of the Hymns sung on 26 June 
In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all - 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 
Fullness of god in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness. 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For every sin on Him was laid - 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave he rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine - 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death - 
This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till he returns or calls me home - 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 



"Big Day Out" 
 

Some pictures from "Big Day Out" which was the same weekend as Ben's 
ordination.  The young people took part in all sorts of activities including Ben's 
ordination and doing a car wash at Church during the 10am service 
which raised £100. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the PCC Meeting 28 June 2016 
 

• The weekend of 25/26 June was “full on and glorious”: Ben’s priesting, Big 
Weekend for our young people, an excellent first mass and parish BBQ.  
Many thanks to everyone involved in this fantastic weekend  

 

• We’re always trying to make our PCC more effective.  A PCC Away Day 
is planned for 10 September and a highly recommended external event, 
‘PCC Tonight’, in January 

 

• In response to the increase in hate crime and prejudice after the EU 
referendum, PCC whole heartedly agreed that St Nicolas should be 
proactive in promoting peace, unity and reconciliation. ‘More In Common’ 
is planned in church on Friday 8 July 

 

• Thank you to all who have volunteered for the Fun Day.  Please invite you 
friends and family.  Following on from ‘More In Common’ it’s an ideal 
opportunity for our community to come together 

 

• PCC also discussed how to encourage people to volunteer for future 
events 

 

• The focus of the next PCC meeting on 21 September will be the St 
Nicolas Centre 

 

• We have very good safeguarding at St Nicolas - new guidelines on 
domestic abuse are excellent 

 
Further details and full minutes of previous PCC meetings are available from the 
Parish Office 
 
Wendy 



PCC prayers 28.6.16 
 

Dear God, we thank you that even when people try to contain you - you can't 
be stopped. Prayer is the way to access you and set you free in our lives. Peter 
and John were unschooled and yet they were inspired and brilliant - help us 
recognise gifts in us and others. Good news had to be stopped, but could not be 
stopped.  
 
Father God, we thank you for the gifts and skills you bestow on us. We pray 
that when called in faith we trust in and use those skills to bring your kingdom 
on earth. 
 
We give you thanks for JPEG and Adult Discipleship groups. For the task of 
growing in the faith and living faithfully in the world. As a community of disciples 
we pray that you will fill us with the knowledge of your will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding as we seek to better serve our community and our 
world. May we lead lives worthy of the Lord. In the strength of the Spirit of 
God.  
 
Dear Lord, help us to take pride in sharing our church and its mission. Give us 
the wisdom to know how to spread this good news. We trust that you will 
empower us with the words, the sentiments, the will and the ability to make 
this happen. This we ask in your Name. 
 
We pray that the fun day would express your good news to everyone and our 
excitement about it. We pray that we would be humble and humbled through 
the building of the St Nicolas Centre and that this would make us one with the 
community. We pray that your grace would be expressed through the pastoral 
care that we give 
 
Thank you Lord for the reminders of your faithfulness we see every day, and 
your desire for us to be in unity as brothers and sisters. We pray for all our 
discussions tonight, that they would reflect your faithfulness and our unity. We 
ask all these prayers in the name of Jesus and for your glory. Amen. 

Singing in the Sunshine 
 
What could be more joyful than singing our favourite hymns in the sunshine? 
 
What better opportunity to invite members of our community to join us to 
show unity, openness and generosity? 
 
Our Everyone Together Service on Sunday 17 July is going to be different – it’s 
going to be outside!* 
 
We’re going to sing some of the nation’s favourite hymns.  There will be a short 
talk on loving our neighbour and interactive prayer activities. 
It will be short.  It will be for people of all ages 
 

 
 
 
There won’t be communion at this service, but Holy Communion will 
celebrated at 8am.  Why not come to both? 
We’ll be inviting everyone who comes to the Fun Day on 16 July to join us too. 
 
Bring a picnic blanket or camping chair if you have them.  And please pray for 
good weather 

*or in the hall if wet 



 
Referendum Cafe 

 
 

 
 

 
Referendum Cafe - thank you to everyone who helped out.  Around 55 people 
popped in for a coffee, a pastry and a chat.   
 
One person commented:  "This morning the church next to our polling station 
invited us all in for free coffee and pastries.  There was I discussing politics with 
Christians, Muslims and atheists of all ages and races thinking 'this is what puts 
the Great into Britain'."

 
Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

   -God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 
FUNERALS 

 
15 June    17 June     22 June 
Shalini Maini   Derek Northeast   John Smith 
Matthews Close   Repton Road    Saffron Close 
Earley    Earley     Earley 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

      Alfie Cooper 
      Calfridus Way 
      Bracknell 
 
Weekly at St Nics     Fortnightly at St Nics 
Noah's Ark @ St Nics    Home Groups - daytime or 
Community Choir     evening on different days. 
Singing Group      Interested? Contact Ben on   
Over 50s Club      0118 966 8209 
        Board Games Cafe 

Monthly at St Nics 
Men's Curry Club     Craft and Chat 
Ladies' Pub Night     Wednesday Space 



Some International dates in July and August 
 

10 July  -  Disability Sunday(UK)  Materials will be available from Churches 
for All & Livability. 
10 July  -  Sea Sunday   Materials will be on the Sea Sunday website 
25-31 July  -  World Youth Day (Catholic - Krakow)   A major 
conference for young people. Theme "Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain 
mercy".  Information and prayer points. 
9 August - International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples. 
11 August - Zambia Legislative and Presidential Election 
12 August  -  International Youth Day.  Info from the UN.  Could 
youth in your church lead prayers for young people worldwide? 
19 August -  World Humanitarian Day.  Pray for humanitarian 
workers/efforts worldwide.  Videos from UN. 
23 August   -  International Day for Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and its Abolition.  Materials from Human Rights Education Assn; Stop the 
Traffic 
28 August-2 September  -  World Water Week.  Theme "Water for 
sustainable growth"  Info from World Water Week website  
30 August  -  International Day of the Disappeared.  Materials from the 
UN, CCOW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************ 

The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 

necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 

with, why not write a counter- piece? 
********************************************************************************************
*** 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.08.2016 
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

JULY DATES 
Sunday 3 July  
Thomas the Apostle 

  8.00 
10.00 
12.00 

Communion  
Parish Communion 
PPP - The Good Samaritan 

Mon 4   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Wed 6 11.00 
  7.45 
Evening  

Communion & Coffee 
Singing Group 
Men's Curry Club 

Thur 7   2.00 
Evening 

Over 50s Club 
Ladies Pub Night 

Friday 8 7am to 
10pm 

More In Common 
unity hope and generosity 

Sunday 10 
7th Sunday after 
Trinity 

  8.00 
10.00 
  3.00 

Communion 
Parish Communion 
Resting in the Spirit 

Mon 11   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Tues 12 10,00 
  2.15 

Board Games Cafe 
MU - Changing Faces of Reading 

Wed 13 11.00 
  2.30 
  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 
Wednesday Space 
Singing Group 

Thur 14   2.15 Over 50's Club 
  

Sun 17 
8th Sunday after  
Trinity 

  8.00 
10,00 

Communion 
Everyone Together – Singing in the Sunshine 

Mon 18   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nic's 

Wed 20 11.00 Communion & Coffee 

   7.45 Singing Group 

21 July - 5 Sept  School Summer Holidays 

Sunday 24 
9th Sunday after  
Trinity 

  8.00 
10.00 

Communion 
Parish Communion 

Wed 27 11.00 Communion & Coffee 

Sunday 31 
10th Sunday after  
Trinity 

  8.00 
10.00 
7.30pm 

Communion 
Parish Communion 
Craft and Chat 



 

AUGUST   

Wed 3 11.00 Communion & Coffee 

Sunday 7  
11th Sunday after  
Trinity 

  8.00 
11,00 
 

Communion 
Parish Communion 

Tuesday 9 2.15 Mothers’ Union Garden Party 

Wed 10 11.00 
2.30 

Communion & Coffee 
Wednesday Space 

Sunday 14 
12th Sunday after 
Trinity 

8.00 
10.00 

Communion 
Parish Communion 

Wed 17 11.00 Communion & Coffee 

Sunday 21 
13th Sunday after 
Trinity 

  8.00 
10.00 

Communion 
Parish Communion 

Wed 24 11.00 Communion & Coffee 

Sunday 28 
14th Sunday after  
Trinity 

  8.00 
10.00 
7.30pm 

Communion 
Parish Communion 
Craft and Chat 

 
 

 

CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Curate 
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8290 
 
Associate Clergy 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
Assistant Administrator 
Jenny Cox 0118 966 9080 
Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30- 
3pm 
Tuesday 9.30 -1.30pm and Thursday 
9.30 - 1.00pm 
 
Churchwardens 
Margaret Chalmers  0118 901 8790 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0781 0004071 
 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Gift Aid Admin  
Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Bookings 
Via Parish Office 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 


