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Pastoral Care 
 
Dear All, 
 
It’s June!  A significant month for many.  June, the first month of the summer, 
with all that that promises.  June, when those entitled to, vote for us to stay in 
or leave the EU; June, when the stress of major exams often peaks and then 
comes to a longed for end; June, when Andy Murray lifts or dashes the nation’s 
spirits (ok, not everyone enjoys tennis); June, when Ben is priested at the 
Minster church.   And, of course, we celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday!   For 
those of you who, like me when possible, watch the BBC programme Spring 
Watch, it’s apparent that in this month where nature  brings so much beauty, it 
is also still very red in tooth and claw.  The image of a golden eagle lifting an 
entire blue tits nest to its eyerie, to feed the contents of the nest (chicks) to its 
own fledglings, stays with me.  A side by side image of new life thriving, and new 
life being destroyed, a pattern of  light and dark.  A pattern of light and dark is, 
of course, fundamental to human life as well – it’s the stuff on which novelists, 
film script and soap script writers feed, in order to exercise their craft.   
 
June is also the month in which the Church celebrates the lives of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul, whose lives, faith and teaching so influence our own 
understanding of the Christian faith.  For this letter I’m particularly thinking of 
Paul’s teaching about the Church as Christ’s body, with Christ as its head and all 
believers parts of that body, in particular the hands and feet through which 
much of God’s work is done.  I draw in here too Jesus story of the Prodigal Son,  
a story of a self-inflicted darkness  and the light of a father’s love in a young 
man’s life ; demonstrating the light available to us, through God’s complete and 
unconditional love for each one of us, no matter the source of the darkness in 
our lives.  Also Jesus teaching on loving our neighbour. 
 

Sometimes the difficulties in our lives are self-inflicted, but often they aren’t.  
Amongst other things, bereavement, sickness, redundancy, all can strike at any 
time and situations can be very complex, affecting just one or several people in a 
family simultaneously.  For many of us the instinct is to struggle on alone, 
perhaps half hoping that someone will notice that all is not well for us, or 
perhaps brushing off all kindly enquiries, until we hit the buffers, and help 
becomes an essential.   
 
It maybe that medical or other special help is required.   What the church can 
and does offer is support and some practical help, including listening - when we 
are feeling in a ‘bad place’, being listened to is essential.   For the church 
community, providing such support is of course where loving our neighbour 
comes in, acting as the hands and feet of Christ.  Home Group members have a 
ready source of support and help from each other, which is invaluable.  For 
many non Home Group members there are others in the congregation whom 
they have come to trust and feel able to confide in.   The Ministry team too are 
there to listen, to help.  Prayer Ministry after the 10.00am service on a Sunday is 
also, in my experience,  a rich source of prayerful support.  
 
There has always been need for help for people in the event of crises such as 
bereavements, but now with the cuts in funding to Social Services, there is an 
increased need for help, especially for people coming out of hospital.  This help 
is organised by Karen Koeffman who leads the Pastoral Care Group.  It’s very 
apparent that the help is much appreciated by those who receive it.   Many of 
you will have read in last month’s Newsletter, Clare and Anne’s testimonies of 
thanks for the sterling help they have received  from their Home Group 
members and others.  They are not on their own, and the quotes below are 
given with permission from those who said them: 
 
These words from a couple who were giving round the clock care to a relative 
discharged from hospital, who were visited and brought meals: 
 
 It has been such a help and blessing to feel so supported by everyone. It has kept us 
going both physically and mentally.  .     
 
These words from someone who lives on their own, discharged home after a 
major operation, who said of the meals and visits received: 
 
“It’s wonderful that people care and come – it took a lot of the fear away …food and 
friendship brings a joy that definitely helps with the healing process… I deeply 



appreciate people’s time and thought and the wonderful variety of ways the food is 
prepared and cooked!” 
 
The care, the personal contact, is life changing for those receiving it and more 
volunteers are needed.  It could be any one of us needing that care at any time.  
What we want to be able to offer everyone who needs it is:  
 
• Short-term provision of meals and shopping;  

• regular visits; 

• phone calls; 

• occasional lifts;  

• Home Communion visits. 
 
There isn’t a ‘they’ who can provide these things, only an ‘us’, the people of 
God of St Nicolas.  A few more people recently have volunteered, but we need 
more.  We are a growing church and cannot rely on a small core of people to 
give help.  If you are willing to be put on a list of contacts Karen can call on to 
help in any of these ways, please let Karen know, Karen@stnicolas.org.uk   or 
any of the clergy.  If you feel called to join the Prayer Ministry team, talk to 
Robert Bryce.   
 
We want to offer this care to those who need it, but if we don’t know you are 
in need of help, we can’t provide it.  Please, please talk to us, or ask someone to 
do so on your behalf.  Hoping that someone will notice our need, can be 
hazardous for all concerned.  Equally, if you suspect someone is in need of help, 
ask them, or alert Karen or a member of the clergy.   
 
A final thought. When we are going through the dark times in our lives, and we 
all have them, knowing, experiencing, that people care, can and does make a 
huge difference to how we cope.  When we are in a dark place, and God seems 
distant, He often manifests His presence with us through other people.   Paul 
repeatedly tells us that God is love.  Acts of care are acts of love, God’s love, 
enacted through us, His hands and feet. 
To close, some words from William Blake: 
 

Love seeketh not Itself to please, 
Nor for itself hath any care, 
But for another gives its ease, 

And builds a Heaven in Hell’s despair. 
 
With love, Libby 

        
 

 
 

Pentecost 2016 
 

Led by our children 
and young 

people’s groups 



 
 

 

St Nicolas Summer Fun Day and BBQ 
 

Saturday 16th July 2016 

Midday – 3pm 
 

Everyone Welcome 
 

Introducing 

The best BBQ around  

Homemade cakes all afternoon 

 

Bring your cake to the St Nics Fun Day Bake Off 

Build your best creation for the Lego Building Competition 

Competition entries just £3 per entry 

 

Family fun, romantic meals and hampers on the raffle 

Plus the ever popular bottle tombola 

 

Lots for the kids to do including bouncy castle, face painting, teddy 

tombola, beat the goalie, splat a rat,  

minion mission and….  

soak a bloke 

 

There will be lots of space to relax in the sun 

so bring a picnic blanket and stay for the whole afternoon 

 

St Nicolas Earley 

Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley 

 

Please walk or cycle if at all possible 

Parking is available in Loddon School Car Park 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 9th May 2016 the Loddon Prayer Group, with support from 

REinspired, transformed the Loddon Primary School outdoor classroom into a 

prayer zone for parents, carers and children to visit.  From 8am until 4pm we 

welcomed over 250 adults and children to  

 

• Offer the power of prayer and the comfort it brings 

• Share the blessing of giving and receiving forgiveness 

• Hear and pray for their hopes and dreams 

• Receive their worries and bless them with calm 

• Welcome them as part of God’s family 

 

Over 150 prayers were written down and placed on one of the installations; 

dozens of faith conversations were held and many hundreds of prayers were 

dropped as stones of forgiveness into water, shaken as glitter asking for calm 

and blown as bubbles to God on the wind. 

 

 

     
 

 

This day of prayer was a blessing to those of us who facilitated the space and to 

the school and its community; we look forward to providing it at Loddon again 

sometime soon. 
 

We hope the sharing of this inspires other schools to ask for similar prayer 

spaces and more churches to offer them. 



                                      
Emma (St Nicolas Church, Loddon Prayer Group and Year 6 mum) 

 

 

 
 

 

The Queen's 90th Birthday 
 
At St Nicolas we'll be celebrating Her Majesty's birthday during our services on 
12 June with prayers and hymns chosen by The Queen, and cake afterwards.  
 
We have also been invited by our friends at Lower Earley Baptist Church for a 
street party at Maiden Place at 12.30pm - poster below..  It should be a really 
great event.    
 
LEBC would love it if a few people from St Nics could help on the day, and are 
particularly looking for musicians.  If you can help, please contact Libby 
(revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk or 0118 321 8322) 
 

 



Special service for Libby on 8 May 
 

Neil asked Emma if she would say a few words celebrating Libby for the service 
to mark her becoming an Associate Priest.  Her immediate response was "of 
course, that's easy" and so it would have been if she had had  an hour.  But how 
could she manage to squeeze into a few minutes everything there is to celebrate 
about Libby?  Well she turned to poetry, which celebrates just some of the 
amazing things about Libby which we are blessed with here at St Nicolas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Poem 
 

Libby is prayerful and reflective in everything 
In the love and care for her family 
Through the leading of services 
To the steering of home groups 
Everything has God at the centre 
 
Libby is the most amazing listener  
Giving time and undivided attention 
Without rushing or interrupting 
Her support is invaluable 
And her love unending 
 
Libby is amazing in a crisis 
Her calm manner brings peace 
Whilst her mind whirs through options 
Which she goes out of her way to bring about 
Reassuring and empowering everyone 
 

Libby is slow to judge and quick to forgive 
A great friend, and an amazing priest 
She is a colleague, but so much more than that 
She is someone on who we can always count 
 
Libby, you are the essence of St Nics 
And today I am spilling over with joy 
That we are blessed with your ministry 
But also that we are blessed with you 
 

Emma 
 

 



 

 
 
 

          
              www.brfonline.og.uk/festival-of-prayer     

Eating well – food and food waste 
 

At a meeting of our Justice, Environment 
and Peace group (JPEG) many months ago, 
I was asked to look at the issue of local 
food initiatives.  It’s difficult to find out 
what’s happening so we’d be very interested 
to hear from you, with ideas, shops you’ve 
found selling local produce or news – for 
example Tesco in Reading are working with 
charity FairShare to distribute unsold food.  
 
More generally, JPEG would really like to 
hear your responses to the articles we write, 
including from those of you who might 
disagree.  Healthy discussion is a good 
thing. 
 
In the meantime, here are some top tips 
from an article from the May to August 
2016 issue of Rapport magazine, produced 
by Lee Abbey and written by Andy Lester 
and Ruth Valerio of Christian ecology charity A Rocha. 
 
1. Buy organic, grow organic – support energy efficient, low ecological impact 
food production. It’s good for wildlife and great for the climate. 
 
2. Eat a diet that is mostly vegetables and grains, with a bit of meat and fish 
included if you like. 
 
3. Avoid the ‘buy one get one free’ supermarket offers unless you are sure you 
will eat everything you buy. 
 
4. Look out for re-sealable freezer bags, fridge bags and reduced- size portions; 
all of these help to avoid wastage from inefficient food storage. 
 
5. Reduce portion size, only eat what is comfortable to eat. Over-eating is 
neither healthy for you nor kind to the planet. 
 
6. Feel free to eat anything that says ‘display until,’ it is only the ‘use by’ dates 
you need to worry about. 

“According to the United Nations 
Environment Programme ONE 
THIRD of the world’s food never 
gets eaten. That is 1.3 BILLION 
tonnes of food waste a year. It 
either gets thrown away before 
consumption; or is chucked in a 
bin because the portion size was 
too big or not stored correctly. In 
the most developed countries 
(Europe, N America and 
Australasia) 222 million tonnes are 
binned each year. In Sub-Saharan 
Africa annual food production is 
approximately 230 million tonnes. 
So we in the west are throwing 
away almost as much as most of 
Africa produces.” 
 



 
7. Talk to your local farmer about using field margins for wildlife or even a 
community food growing project – it might slightly reduce his profit in the short 
term; but believe it or not a wildlife-rich field edge is great for controlling pests. 
 
8. Have a harvest festival for the community led by your church, where all the 
food is locally produced. 
 
9. Encourage your local land-owners to feed the birds all year round. With less 
habitat for birds on our farmland, there is less food available for our feathered 
friends. 
 
10. Shop locally – if you can buy local food to supplement your weekly shop it 
really helps reduce carbon emissions. 
 
Wendy 
 

Save The Dates 
 

 Alexander Devine Garden Party - Friday, July 15 th  

14  Moorhen Drive, Lower Earley 

Tea and Cake  2:00-5:00  

 Ploughmans and Pimms from 6:00 pm.  
 

Gilly's Jewellery, Plants, Hand Made Cards, Raffle, Books, Silent Auction  
 

Earley Green Fair - Saturday,  August 6th 
 

Quiz Night - Saturday,  November19th 



 



St Nicolas Mothers' Union 
 
First of all - thank you to all those who came to support our May Fayre. 
We raised £431 which will be a much needed supplement to our funds, and 
enable us to continue to support our 'charities' in spite of ever-rising 'costs'. 
 
Our meeting took place on the Tuesday following the May Fayre when we were 
treated to another lovely musical afternoon - this time thanks to a very talented 
lady "Carol of the Bells". 
 
Carol Wheeler has been ringing bells for over 30 years, and two years ago 
decided to go solo.  She bought her own set of bronze bells. Now she has 
finished paying for them she donates any profit she makes from her 
concerts to the Liver Transplant hospital in London where a member of her 
family is having treatment. 
 
Her repertoire included hymns "Great is thy faithfulness", "How great thou art" and 
one which, for various reasons, was special to several of us, "The Day thou gavest 
Lord is Ended".  She also included a selection from "The Sound of Music" as well as 
several well-known popular songs. 
 
The bells had a beautiful sound and made for lovely easy listening.  We thank 
Carol for coming to visit us and hope she will come again. Unfortunatley only a 
few of our members were able to be present - they missed a real treat. 
 
NEXT MEETING:        Tuesday 14 June at 2.15pm 
SPEAKER:   June Ward (an MU member) 
SUBJECT:    Not yet decided 
 
If you would like to join us you will be most welcome.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
Valerie Edgeworth 
 

Update on the Alexander Devine Hospice 
 

 
 

Since our official ground breaking ceremony in September, building work on the 
children’s hospice has rapidly progressed with the roof tiles being placed onto 
the trusses and windows installed recently. 
 
The children’s hospice is located in a beautiful six acre plot at White Waltham, 
near Maidenhead. The house will have six bedrooms for children, together with 
accommodation for parents and families. In addition there will be medical 
treatment rooms, a hydrotherapy pool, sensory room, creative learning zone, 
music and play areas. These facilities will be available for all our supported 
children as well as inpatients. There will also be a dedicated end-of-life suite 
where parents and children can spend this precious time together, in a safe 
comforting environment after their child has passed. 
 
The hospice will be able to offer a much wider range of services than we can 
currently offer in the families own homes, enabling families to select the choice 
of care they want for their child. 
 
Thanks to fundraising efforts from individuals and companies within our 
 community, successful grant applications and incredibly generous gifts over the 
past two years, including land for the hospice near Maidenhead, we now have a 
build fund total of £5.9 million. We still require £725,000 to complete the build 



and ensure the children’s hospice will open its door to families in Spring 2017. 
The families we support are simply counting down the days. 
 
We are currently supporting 85 children with life-limiting and life-threatening 
conditions in our community, again, this number continues to increase month 
on month.  
 
In March Zoe joined the charity, a full time Alexander’s Carer to provide vital 
respite to families that need our support. We were also delighted to welcome 
Laura, a full time Alexander’s Nurse to the team who will enable us to support 
more families in their own homes until our children’s hospice opens its doors. 
In June, we look forward to welcoming another full time Alexander’s Nurse Liz 
to our Care Team. The nurses and carers play such an important role in these 
families lives from simply providing a brief respite and chance to rest to enabling 
families to share a normal day out that most of us simply take for granted. The 
team also provide around the clock support when a child sadly reaches end of 
life, but work tirelessly to keep families together at home where possible. 
 
We cannot thank you enough for the support you have given us so far, we 
simply could not continue the work we do without you. Of course our journey 
does not end here but we trust that with continued support from the 
community we can ensure the “home from home” our families eagerly 
anticipate will be completed very soon and that we can continue expanding our 
care provision in the community. 
 
Thank you once again for sharing our vision to build a hospice and run a hospice 
service in the community for children in our community for generations to 
come. 
 
A report from Julia at Alexander Devine Hospice Service to Julia and David Eversham - 
16.5.2016 



Prepare to vote in the EU Referendum 

By the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 
 
In the next week weeks, and I think almost everyone is agreed on this, we will as 
a country make a hugely significant decision - whether to stay in the European 
Union, or to withdraw from it. 
 
And before you leap for your pens or keyboards, no I am not going to be so 
foolish as to try to tell you how to vote. What I do hope is that everyone who is 
allowed to do so, will exercise their right to have a say in the Referendum on 23 
June. Christians will be reaching different conclusions as they weigh up the 
various issues involved but it would be very sad if we simply park the question in 
the ‘too difficult’ pile and miss our chance to have our say. 
 
But what are the issues that should be guiding our decision making? Financial 
elements are clearly very important and the debates will continue to rage about 
whether the economy would benefit or suffer if we withdrew. National 
sovereignty remains another big question and how we balance ‘making our own 
laws’ with influencing those of a much larger whole. Fear has dominated some of 
the output from both sides, not least in the debates over mass migration, and it 
is a pity that this issue has risen too acutely just at this stage of our decision 
making. 
  
And so the list goes on. I have included a number of resources that you may 
want to consult further at the end of this article, but the key thing is to make up 
your own mind – and to vote. 
  
It would be tragic if a low turn-out on 23 June meant that the decision, 
whichever way it goes, was made by a minority of the population of this  country. 
 

Referendum resources 

Introductions and Overviews 

The main Church of England page on the EU referendum, with links to resources and campaign groups is at 

http://tinyurl.com/zrtvn4p 

Reimagining Europe is a blog launched by the Church of England and Church of Scotland ahead of the 

Referendum. It contains blogposts on themes of relevance (sovereignty; unity and diversity; 

subsidiarity, solidarity and responsibility,etc) as well as “postcards” offering views from different places and 

can be found at www.reimaginingeurope.co.uk 

EU Focus  is a joint project of Christians in Politics and Reimagining Europe: 

http://www.christiansinpolitics.org.uk/eufocus/.  This site contains an EU quiz, some basic  resources for 

individuals (guide to the EU, what is an MEP?, etc) and basic resources for churches (Bible study for small 

groups, prayer, suggestions for holding hustings), as well as links to other organisations and groups. 

There is a helpful interview with Archbishop Justin Welby in Politics Home: http://bit.ly/1Nz4Qeg, in which 

he calls for “a visionary debate about what our country looks like” from both sides.  

This call is quite similar to the call in Who is My Neighbour, the pastoral letter from the Church of England’s 

House of Bishops before the May 2015 General Election. The letter remains relevant in the context of 

membership of the EU. http://tinyurl.com/zgmp5ep 

Similar points are made by the Joint Public Issues Team: http://bit.ly/1VzAkcD, speaking for the Methodist, 

URC and Baptist churches, as well as the Church of Scotland. They will be publishing more detailed 

materials for hustings by the end of April.  

The Church’s thinking on the EU and wider European affairs is framed by the Synodical Paper - The Church 

of England and Europe. For more on this see http://tinyurl.com/zrtvn4p 

Some Christian groups with particular standpoints 

Christians For Britain: http://www.christiansforbritain.org/ 

Christians for Europe: https://christiansforeurope.org/ 

The Europe Experience: http://www.theeuropeexperience.eu/site/en/home 

Europeinfos: http://www.europe-infos.eu/europeinfos/en/home  

Some Further Theological Reflections 

Guy Brandon, The EU Referendum: Current overview  (Jubilee Centre: November 2015): 

http://www.jubilee-centre.org/the-eu-referendum-an-overview-from-a-biblical-perspective/  

Jonathan Chaplin, Why we need a proper debate on the EU (Lecture delivered at “Keeping Faith in the EU 

event, 9 April 2016): http://www.klice.co.uk/uploads/Chaplin_KeepingFaithInTheEU.pdf  

John Reader, The EU Debate: A primer in political theology (Political Theology blog, 2016) 

http://www.politicaltheology.com/blog/the-eu-debate-a-primer-in-political-theology/  

Ben Ryan, A Soul for the Union (Theos: January 2016): 

http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/publications/2016/01/21/a-soul-for-the-union  

Michael Schluter, Brexit Unless … Three Fundamental Conditions for Staying in the EU (Kirby Laing Institute 

for Christian Ethics, April 2016): 

http://www.klice.co.uk/uploads/Ethics%20in%20Brief/EiB_Schluter_EU1_WEB.pdf 

Herman Van Rompuy, The Role of Christians in Today's Europe (Europeinfos, 2016): http://www.europe-

infos.eu/the-role-of-christians-in-todays-europe?ts=1457361587  



 

  

 



Referendum Café 
at St Nicolas Church 

 

 

? 
 

 

 

Thursday 23 June 2015 

open 7am – 6.30pm 
 

free tea and coffee      

daily papers    everyone 

welcome 
 

At Dinton Pastures 

 
 

Crescent Resource Centre 
 

 



 
 

 

Earley Volunteer Driver Bureau 
 

Local charity Earley Volunteer Driver Bureau is to receive The Queen's Award 
for Voluntary Service.  This is the highest award that a volunteer group can 
receive and is the equivalent of an MBE to an individual. The Award was created 
by the Queen in 2002 on the occasion of her Golden Jubilee to recognize 
excellence in voluntary activities carried out by people in the community. 
 
The Bureau was nominated for the award by Earley Town Council and after 
assessment by two Deputy Lord Lieutenants went on to become one of 24 
nominees for the award in Berkshire.  Out of these 24 nine groups were chosen 
to receive the Award, the announcement being made on 2 June. 193 awards 
were made nationwide. 
 
Later in the year the Lord Lieutenant, Mr. James Puxley, will present the group 
with a signed certificate from Her Majesty the Queen and an English Crystal on 
which will be the Award's insignia.  
 
Elaine 

To all our many volunteers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicolas could not run without you.  You make a real 

difference 

And also to the many, many people who give their time and 

talents to other organisations in our community 

Volunteers are the life blood of any community.  Yours are the 

hands and hearts that show God’s love on earth. 

 

 



Favourite Hymn 
 
This has not been submitted as a favourite hymn but it was one which we sang 
in church a few weeks ago and which I had not heard before.  I found the words 
created all sorts of emotions and felt I had to feature it in the newsletter.    
Elaine 
 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my voice in worship; 
I'll sing your praise for all my days, 
holy, holy, Lord. 
 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my soul in gladness; 
I'll celebrate your love so great,  
holy, holy, Lord 
 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my eyes in wonder; 
I glimpse your grace in every place, 
holy, holy, Lord 
 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my gifts in homage; 
I'll honour you in all I do, 
holy, holy, Lord. 
 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my life in worship; 
I will adore you evermore, 
holy, holy, Lord. 
    Unknown 

 

To Everyone at St Nicolas 
 

You are invited to the 
priesting of 

Revd Ben Kautzer 

at Reading Minster 

Saturday 25 June 2016 

at 11am 

 

 

There will be a celebration BBQ after the 10 
o’clock service on Sunday 26 June 

All Welcome 

 

Green Energy 

St Nicolas has already switched over for green energy, both gas and electricity.  Ever 

thought about it? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 19 JuneSunday 19 JuneSunday 19 JuneSunday 19 June    
at 8am and 10am services 

 

unveiling of the latest plans for our 

building project 

 

 

Tuesday 21 JuneTuesday 21 JuneTuesday 21 JuneTuesday 21 June    
at 7.30pm 

 

A chance to pray for the project,  

discuss the plans and  

raise any questions  

Funerals 
 

13 May         16 May 
 
Fay Saunders        Ernest Macfarlane 
Pitts Lane          Saffron Close 
Earley         Earley 
 
18 May         20 May 
 
Mary Gilmour        Fred Smallbone 
Cedar Court        Lakeside 
Reading         Earley 
 
          Betty Jacobs 
          Howth Drive 
          Woodley 
 
25 May         26 May 
 
Arthur Baldwin        Barbara Moir 
Roman Way        Austen House 
Earley         Lower Earley 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

Some International Dates in June 
 

4-5 June -  Viva Network World Weekend of Prayer for Children at 
Risk    Viva Network website will have materials 
5th June -  Environment Sunday (closest to 5 June, World 
Environment Day)  Links to worship materials 
8th June  -  World Oceans Day   Theme: "Healthy oceans, healthy 
planet".  Info: World Oceans Day website 
12 June  -  World Day against Child Labour.  Info: International Labour 
Organisation 
19 June  -  Father's Day 
20 and 26 June - Refugee Week (incorporates 20 June, World Refugee 
Day)  Theme: "Different Pasts, Shared Future".  Refugee Week website will 
have info. 
23 June - International Widows Day  Info from UN.  Widowhood in many 
countries brings vulnerability and loss of rights. 
23 June  -  EU Referendum  
26 June - International Day of Support for Victims of Torture  Prayer 
and action: Actions by Christians against Torture 
************************************************************************************* 
The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 
necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 
with, why not write a counter- piece? 
********************************************************************************************
*** 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.06.2016 To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  



JUNE DATES 
 
Wed 1    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       7.45   Singing Group 
     Evening   Men's Curry Club 
Thur 2      2.00   Over 50s Club 
     Evening   Ladies Pub Night 
Sun 5  2nd Sunday after Trinity 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion 
     12.00    PPP  God our Father 
Mon 6      9.30   Noah's Ark at St Nics 
Wed 8    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       2.30   Wednesday Space 
       7.45   Singing Group 
Thur 9      2.00   Over 50s Club 
 
Sun 12  3rd Sunday after Trinity 
Celebration Services to mark the Queen's 90th Birthday   
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion 
 
Mon 13      9.30   Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
     10.00    Board Games Cafe 
Tues 14      2.15   MU - Speaker - June Ward 
Wed 15    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       2.30   Wednesday Space 
       7.45   Singing Group 
Thurs 16      1.00   Over 50s Club 
Fri 17    10.30    Funeral of Derek Northeast 
 
Sun 19  4th Sunday after Trinity 
   Father's Day 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Everyone Together 
   Plus launch of latest plans for the St Nicolas Centre build 
 
Mon 20      9.30   Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 21      7.30    St Nicolas Centre Build  
          Project open meeting 

JUNE DATES (cont) 
 
Wed 22    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       7.45   Singing Group 
Thur 23    All day   Election - Euro Referendum 
          Cafe 
Sat 25        St Nicolas Big Day Out 
       2.00   Ben's Priesting at Reading 
          Minster 
Sun 26  5th Sunday after Trinity 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Ben's First Mass followed by 
          celebration lunch 
Mon 27      9.30   Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 28    10.00    Board Games Cafe 
       7.30   PCC 
Wed 29    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       7.45   Singing Group 
Thur 30      2.00   Over 50s Club 
 
 
 
Weekly at St Nics     Fortnightly at St Nics 
 
Noah's Ark @ St Nics    Home Groups - daytime or 
Community Choir     evening on different days. 
Singing Group      Interested? Contact Ben on   
Over 50s Club      0118 966 8209 
        Board Games Cafe 
Monthly at St Nics 
 
Men's Curry Club 
Ladies' Pub Night 
Craft and Chat 
Wednesday Space 
 



CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Associate Clergy 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
 
Curate 
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8290 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
Assistant Administrator 
Jennie Cox 0118 966 9080 
Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30- 
3pm 
Tuesday 9.30 -1.30pm and Thursday 
9.30 - 1.00pm 
 
Churchwardens 
Margaret Chalmers    0118 901 8790 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0781 0004071 
 

 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Gift Aid Admin  
Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Bookings 
Via Parish Office 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

Sunday 19 JuneSunday 19 JuneSunday 19 JuneSunday 19 June    
at 8am and 10am services 

 

unveiling of the latest plans for our 

building project 

 

 

Tuesday 21 JuneTuesday 21 JuneTuesday 21 JuneTuesday 21 June    
at 7.30pm 

 

A chance to pray for the project,  

discuss the plans and  

raise any questions  
 


