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Whilst speed dating last week... 
 
At our first Parochial Church Council (PCC) meeting 
of this church year we opened with a session of speed 
dating! This didn’t mean we all left the meeting with a 
new date. It was a way of us getting to know one 
another better – especially the four new people 
joining PCC. 
 
We lined up in two rows, facing one another. And we 
had two minutes to answer these three questions: 
 
      
1. Introduce yourself 
2. What brought you to St Nicolas? 
3. What do you love about St Nicolas? 

 

After you said your two minutes to one person and heard from them you 
moved down one and did it again with a brand new person. 
It was brilliant. I loved hearing a little more about new people and new things 
about people I’ve known for years. What gave me most joy was the answers to 
Question 3. There was a golden thread in all the answers I heard and it can be 
summarised like this: 
 

We love the irreverent reverence, the warm welcome, 
the depth of relationships and support, fighting for justice 

the wide range of people who hold together thanks to God being in it 
 

I wonder what your answer would be to these three questions? Would it be 
similar to the above?  
 
It was brilliant as I listened to hear the commonality in the answers and that 
people made statements that were about values. Shared values are the roots of 
what holds a community together and provide the water and nourishment to 
make a community grow.  
 
We do loads of stuff as a Church and it’s all good and lively and brings goodness 
into the lives of us all. The stuff we do comes to life because it is founded in the 
values people spoke of in the speed dating – warm and deep relationships, 
support, holding together with God. You can’t see values, you experience them, 
they are below the surface and yet they shape communities. 
 
I try to have a chat with people new to St Nicolas about six weeks after they’ve 
joined us. I ask them how it’s going and how was it coming to St Nicolas. They 
say similar things and one person put it beautifully: 
 
“We came and we got a fantastic welcome and that lasted beyond week one. It was 
obvious from the front that this was going to be a joyful place. A few weeks in we 
realised that the ministers wore robes, the music was not what we were used too, 
there was communion every week…by then we felt completely at home because of 
the welcome and warmth.” 
 
I’m really encouraged by that. It shows that the values that are the root and 
nourishment of what we do are experienced by people new to St Nicolas. And 
that these values experienced outweigh likes and dislikes about certain ways of 
doing things. 
 
In the speed dating line up were people who'd been at St Nicolas forever and 
they said similar things to people who are brand new. 
Thank you so much for the way that you help to make these values come to life 
at St Nicolas.  
 
We don't take these values for granted and we shouldn't be complacent about 
them. In the coming months we'll be outlining the latest plans for how we'll 
transform our buildings and site to better serve us and our community as a 
great place to come to and experience the values that came up in the speed 
dating. As we go through the disruption of building we'll pay special attention to 
keeping our values alive...warm and deep relationships, support, holding 



together with God. These are the things that are the root and nourishment for 
our community. May God continue to bless us and grow these good things. 
 
Neil 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW BISHOP OF OXFORD 
 

 
Bishop Steven joins in cooking with a student at 

Slough & Eton  C of E  Business and Enterprise College 
(Photo: Phil Hind) 

 
The new Bishop of Oxford is to be the Rt. Revd. Dr. Steven Croft who is 
currently the Bishop of Sheffield. Bishop Steven who is 58, will move to the 
Diocese over the summer and take up office in the early autumn. 
(Information and picture from The Door) 

 
 

St Nicolas Mothers’ Union invites you to their 

May Fayre  

Saturday 7 May 
11am until 2pm 

 

St Nicolas Church Hall 
Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, RG6 7JN           

0118 966 9080   www.stnicolas.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Investing for the Kingdom of God. 
Joining in housing the homeless. 

 
Housing-needs, and us 
 

Housing is at a premium in Reading with a shortage for those who need it most. 
The housing list is long and social services in Reading is currently 
accommodating people in B&B in Slough!  And people who are in transition are 
in particular need – those recently released from prison, recovering addicts 
come out of rehab, abused women…the list goes on. 
 
For our part I suspect that not all of us feel called to give away everything we 
have, and feel it responsible to retain some wealth for children or grandchildren, 
or for older age.   Commonly we tend to invest in savings accounts or ISAs or 
stocks and shares – basically investing in the rich 
 
In this context Hope into Action has recently started work in Reading asking 
that as part of your investment portfolio why not ‘share’ your money with the 
poor by investing in a house. Their model relates to much of what Jesus said 
about money by giving people a way that they can ‘fulfil the parable of the 
talents’, ‘serve the poor’, ‘build up the church’, ‘build up their riches in heaven’, 
‘provide the poor wanderer with shelter’, and ‘not store money in barns’ all in 
one stroke! It’s a new form of Christian wealth management. 
 
How it works 
 

An investor or group of investors buys a house with advice from Hope into 
Action and leases it to them to manage and maintain and provide 
accommodation for 2-3 tenants.  Hope into Action’s professional services are 
responsible for admin, rent and relationships with council and social services.  
And they supervise the transition of the tenants.   
 
Most importantly, however, each house is in partnership with a local church 
who will pray for the tenants, be willing to build relationships with them, 
provide practical support such as decorating the house, giving Christmas 
presents, accompanying them to the job centre etc, and work in partnership 
with Hope into Action .  This result is a holistic, professional, long-term 
relational approach. 
 
The investors receive 2% of the cost of the property and any capital gains.  
However Hope into Action says that if you are looking for a significant financial 

return this project is not for you, but that the 'Kingdom returns' far outweigh 
the monetary returns! 
 
Hope into Action 
 
Hope into Action started 4 years ago with one house in partnership with 
Bretton Baptist church in Peterborough. They now have 27 houses open in 7 
cities and a further 4 in the pipeline. They have diverted over £3 million of 
investment capital to the poor and have enabled rich Christians to wisely link 
their values with their money.  They recently opened a house where 12 people 
have invested £10,000 each and another where 16 have invested in a £200,000 
house. 
 
Hope into Action has recently started in Reading.  So far they one house linked 
with a church in West Reading.  They are currently looking to acquire a 
property this side of Reading.   
 
 
I write this to encourage us all.  At the Justice and Peace group in discussion 
with Neil we all felt that it is innovative and exciting.  Perhaps there are people 
at St Nic’s who want to be part of buying a house in Earley or others who could 
from part of the partnership Hope into Action and with the tenants.  If so, you 
could chat with me or Margaret or visit the link: 
www.hopeintoaction.org.uk/reading 
 
Steve Brown 



 

 
 

 

 

 
BAPTISM 

 

17 April 
 

 Peter Walrond 
      Kitwood Drive 
      Lower Earley 

Love Every Neighbour 
 

Christian Aid Week, 15 – 21 May 
 
On 17th April, we welcomed Jessica Hall from Christian Aid who spoke to us 
about how we could alleviate poverty by praying, by lobbying the government to 
take action against climate change and by fund raising. 
 
Christian Aid has produced a booklet which will be available to everyone –‘A 
Seven Day Devotional’ to use during Christian Aid week. 
  
We can lobby for climate change by filling in one of the ‘Action Cards’ which 
incorporate a letter to the Prime Minister. The Action Cards will be on the 
table at the back of the church.   
 
And finally, fundraising. This year, we are asking that each member of the 
congregation takes 5 envelopes to give to family, friends, neighbours or 
workmates and asks them for a donation to the work of Christian Aid. It would 
be good if the envelopes could be returned on Sunday, 21st May so that the gifts 
could be blessed but if that is not possible, please return them as soon as 
possible. More envelopes will be available should anyone wish to make a street 
collection. 
 
There will be cake sales after the 
services on Sunday, 15 May. 
Donations of cakes would be 
welcome. 
 
Marjory Codling 
 
 
 
 



      
 
 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Christian Network 
 
Did you know that church leaders and the leaders of Christian charities from 
across Reading and its surrounds meet once a week to pray for Reading?  I go as 
a representative from St Nicolas and from JPEG and find it hugely exciting – 
churches and charities working and praying together rather than in isolation or 
competition, developing strong links with the council, social services, police and 
others who seek the good of Reading.  What could be better than that?! 
 
It is eye-opening to me to realise how many Christian charities there are 
working and making a real difference in Reading.  We at St Nicolas are currently 
supporting two of them – Communicare and Street Pastors.  I wanted to take 
this opportunity to highlight 3 of these charities so that you can be both 
encouraged by what the church in Reading is doing and perhaps asking yourself 
if you might volunteer with any of them.   Two of the charities we have heard 
about on different Sundays in the past – but for those who missed it here they 
are ….. . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home for Good.   
 

This charity is working with 

Reading Borough Council to 

raise awareness of the 

desperate need in Reading for 

more foster carers and 

adopters.  Home for Good 

have a target to find 50 homes 

from across our churches who 

would be willing and able to 

provide a home for a 

youngster who has no home.  

They need more such families.  

Please pray with them that the 

right people would come 

forward and that we as St 

Nicolas would be there to 

support any from our own 

church who feel this is for 

them. 

 

 

The Rahab Project 

 

This is another charity that works closely with 

Reading police and social workers.  Their aim is 

to ‘restore hope and belief by identifying and 

supporting those affected by sexual exploitation’.   

It is horrifying to realise how much exploitation in 

all its forms is happening here in Reading.  The 

superintendent of Thames Valley Police recently 

identified exploitation as the number one priority 

for their attention.  When he came to speak at 

RCN, he spoke highly of the co-operation 

between Rahab and the police, and urged on-

going and increased co-operation between faith 

communities. 

 

http://www.themustardtree.org/rahab 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
I find it so encouraging to know that so many Christians are practically involved 
in bringing God’s kingdom to Reading and its environs.  May you be encouraged 
too, and may we all know where and how God is asking us to do our bit. 
 
Margaret Brown  
 
 

FUNERALS 
 

1 April         5 April 
 
Sylvia McConnell       George Warwick 
Austen House Care Home      The Crescent 
Lower Earley        Earley 
 
12 April     21 April    29 April 
 
Helen Terry   Roger Nuttall   Mercedes Lobato 
Orchard Close   Egremont Drive   Bruce Road 
Hurst    Lower Earley   Woodley   
       

Reading Street Pastors. 

 

As a church we are supporting this work financially and Sally Leonard, the coordinator, will be 

coming to St Nicolas to tell us more.  Street Pastors have teams of trained volunteers going out 

every Friday and Saturday night to help any who appear to be in trouble, usually due to 

drinking too much.  They work closely with police and those manning the doors of pubs and 

clubs.  They are supported by prayer pastors meeting in Greyfriars hall.  Rail Pastors has also 

recently been launched, with trained volunteers being available on trains and platforms 

especially after football matches etc.  Linked with this the Minster has opened its doors on a 

Saturday evening for any to come in to for shelter or help.  They are always looking for more 

volunteers, but especially for the Minster and for those who will provide that vital prayer 

backup.   
 http://streetpastors.org/locations/reading/   
 

  
  

 
 



The Reality of Pastoral Care at St Nicolas 
 

The Mothering Sunday service this year was coordinated by the Pastoral Care 
Group, and had, at its heart, the theme of mothering.  Ben’s 3 part sermon 
sought to answer the question ‘Are you my mother?”  ably assisted by Caitlin 
and Zoe as baby birds and an array of other characters and to define mothering 
as an action of which we are all capable and which is required of us all by Jesus, 
rather than a role we take on when we have children. 
 
Mothering at its best offers encouragement, love, support, guidance, healing and 
wisdom by being alongside those for whom we care, walking the journey with 
them and helping to sustain them when things get tough. At St Nicolas we see 
this happening all the time formally and informally in our fellowship and support 
of one another through the good times and the challenges of life. The Pastoral 
Care Team offer a structure where those everyday gifts of kindness and a 
listening ear can be brought to those in need – whether through visits, lifts, a bit 
of shopping, telephone calls or home communion. 
 
When we are busy we can sometimes feel that we don’t have the time to get 
involved, or that such small things surely can’t make a difference. Here are the 
views of a mother and daughter at St Nicolas who were recently supported by 
the team and their Home Group: 
 
From Ann Northeast 
 
I would like to thank you and say what wonderful support I had during my recent 
illness. Not only was it a great help to me. It helped my daughter who was unable to 
visit as often as she would like as her job demands she works during the day and late 
into the evenings. I had members of the church visiting me in hospital and when I 
came out. They cooked me meals and brought them to the house for me and my 
husband as he was unable to walk far and is unable to drive as his sight is poor. I was 
so grateful. Maggie has been in every week to bring me communion and members of 
the church volunteered to come and clean the house. I really do not know what I would 
have done without their help. I have been to church all my life but never experienced 
such concern and kindness. What a wonderful church to belong to. Neil works so hard 
to make the parish join together in friendship.  
 
Thank you. May God bless you and keep you safe in his care 
 

From Clare Hepburn (Ann Northeast’s daughter) 
 
I have been attending St Nicolas on and off since the early 70’s first at Sunday School 
(with Valarie, as group leader) and then with my Nan (Dorothy Waters). During my 
teenage years I stopped attending. Once married to Roger and with a growing family, I 
joined St Peter’s where both our children were christened. Unfortunately I found it 
difficult to fit in with the community there and subsequently left.  
 
It wasn’t until Amy joined the music group that I started to come to St Nicolas again. 
As soon as I stepped through the door it was like coming home. Neil and Helen were 
so welcoming and down to earth. The once stuffy restricted service was replaced with 
open discussions and respect for different viewpoints. There is so much unconditional 
love, forgiveness and compassion for others. 
 
With Mum and Dad in hospital, my daughter leaving for university and concerns about 
my son as well as other life complications I was brought to my knees not knowing 
which way to turn. It was not until then that I realised just how active the pastoral care 
and home groups are. The care and support they gave to the family was truly like a 
gift from God. I can’t begin to describe how amazing they all were. Not just to Mum 
and Dad but support for me too. 
 
I wanted to thank everyone for their support and encourage people to continue their 
amazing work. It’s like the butterfly effect. A small, seemingly insignificant act of 
kindness can have a dramatic effect on people’s lives.  
If you could offer occasional support to those in our community at a time of 
need in any form, or would like to know more about what we do please speak 
to me or any of the clergy. 
 
Karen Koefman 
 

 



St Nicolas Mothers' Union 
 

Our April meeting was held on Tuesday 12 April when we were pleased to 
welcome one or two visitors.  We were also pleased to see Ann Northeast and 
Audrey Wilkes back with us after their spells in hospital and hope that they will 
continue on the road to recovery. 
 
We were in for a real treat in the form of an afternoon's entertainment 
courtesy of the Serenade Singers.  Their leader began by reading a poem 
entitled "Welcome Spring" after which they performed a varied selection of 
music. 
 
Starting with their signature tune "The Entertainer", they sang songs from the 
musical "Oliver" and a selection of songs from Andrew Lloyd Webber musicals - 
"Phantom of the Opera", "Evita" and "Cats" as well as some well-known solo 
songs. 
 
They finished with the Scottish folk song "Westering Home" - a great favourite 
of mine - and we were invited to join in.  We thank the Serenaders very much 
for coming to visit and giving us such a lovely afternoon. 
 
NEXT MEETING    -    Tuesday May 10 at 2.15pm 
SUBJECT        -            The "Handbell Ringers" 
Please join us - you will be most welcome. 
 
I make no apology for reminding everyone that on May 7 we will be having our 
May Fayre on Saturday May 7.  We do value your support and hope to see you 
on the day.  Light lunches will be available so please come and bring your 
friends. 
 
Finally our love and prayers go to Derek Northeast who has been ill in hospital. 
 

Don't forget the May Fayre 
 

Valerie Edgeworth 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Update from the Parish Office 
 

"We are still having IT problems affecting emails we send to some of you.  
We're sorry about this - it's a BT problem and they are working on it.  In the 
meantime you may receive emails from our gmail account 
(earleystnicolas@gmail.com) rather than our usual 
stnicolas_earley@btconnect.com.  Please make sure your email software 
doesn't put them in your junk mail folder. 
 
Wendy and Jennie 

 



Ethical Fashion 
 
 

Is it possible?  I’m not sure but I 
definitely could be more aware of the 
stories behind the clothes I buy.  Who 
hasn’t got a few items of Primani in their 
wardrobes?  But is it any better than 
Gucci? 
 
The Rana Plaza factory disaster in April 
2013 did focus the world’s attention on 
the plight of clothing workers.  You may 
remember the pictures in the news after this factory in Bangladesh collapsed, 
killing 1134 people and injuring over 2,500. And we heard about unsafe and 
harsh working conditions, low pay, no rights to organise.  Unfortunately, this is 
true for many garment workers around the world. 
 
Since Rana Plaza, there have been some positive changes, such as better 
buildings inspections in Bangladesh. But there’s still a long way to go.  Campaign 
group “Labour behind the Label” estimates that the £44 a month earned by the 
average Bangladeshi garment worker is about 1/4 of a living wage in that 
country.  
 
So are there good labels/shops and bad ones? Labour Behind the Label say it’s 
not that simple and is all about the way the fashion industry as whole works, 
“with violations of internationally-recognised minimum labour standards found in 
almost every factory, workshop and living room in which garments are produced.”   
 
There are companies who acknowledge this and are becoming more willing to 
look at their supply chains and work to improve conditions, and consumer 
action (that’s us) can play a part, campaigning and choosing where to spend our 
money.  Ethical Consumer (May 2014) rates the following high street brands as 
having good supply chain management: M&S, Next, Primark, Tesco, Zara and 
Top Shop/Miss Selfridge. 
Fashion Revolution is a campaign led by fashion insiders who want to make 
changes in how the fashion industry works, and encourages us to be more 
curious about how our clothes are made.  ‘Fast fashion’ (buy it, wear it, bin in) is 
not a good model for many reasons.  Perhaps we could buy better but less, 
recycle via charity shops or organise a clothes swap.  Maybe we should do a St 
Nicolas clothes swap – let me know if you think this would be a good idea.  

There’s a copy of the Fashion Revolution leaflet in church if you’d like to know 
more 
 
As Christians we are called on to love our neighbours as ourselves and to be 
good stewards of our world.  St Nicolas can be proud of the way we support 
things like Fairtrade.  What about a Fashion Revolution as well? 
 
Prayers: 
 
  *   that God will turn the hearts of all people everywhere to care about the people 
behind the products we use 
 
  *   that we will move towards a world in which workers have safe working conditions, 
are able to organise to protect their rights, and receive fair compensation for their 
work 
 
  *   that we as a society will move away from overconsumption and, caring for the 
earth and for each other, will seek to live more simply and better 
 
Information in this article from: 
Christian Concern for One World, Labour Behind the Label, Ethical Consume 

 
Wendy 

 
 
 
 
 

Queen's 90th Birthday 
 
There will be Royal themed craft sessions and activity tables in all WBC's 
libraries during May Half Term week. 
 
Reminiscence Afternoon - slide show, tea and cakes, .June 9, 2-3.30pm 
at Wokingham Library 
 
Poetry Reading evening on June 2, 6.45-8pm 



 
*************** 

 

Summary of PCC Meeting 20 April 2016 
 
Opening were prayers led by Ben, remembering our colleague Helen Terry 
 
Our newly gathered PCC got to know each 
other better with a spot of speed dating – 1 
minute to find out more about another PCC 
member! 
 
News from Deanery Synod: Synod is 
focusing on putting together a Mission Action 
Plan for the Deanery and a new method of calculating parish share 
 
APCM: thank you for your feedback.  To ensure enough time for 
preparation next year, it will be scheduled later, at the end of April 
 
Finance: budgets for 2016 approved; a new method for handling money we 
collect for other organisations was agreed 
 
Funday: 16 July – keep the date in your diary – if you interested in joining the 
organising team, see Emma Major, Peter Kemm or a Kautzer (but probably not 
Ted) 
 
New: PCC approved a proposal for Sunday afternoon service of quiet 
reflection. Details to follow shortly 
 
Church Big Day Out: a weekend of fun and camping for our young people 
around the weekend of Ben’s priesting (25 June).  Approved 
 
Buildings and Grounds: will be organising a deep clean of the church and a 
grounds working party over the coming months. Contact Peter Kemm if you 
can help 
 
Pastoral Care: a Sunday service focusing on mental health is being planned, to 
take place in July 
 
Wendy Neale  
PCC Secretary 

 
 

The PCC (Parochial Church 

Council) works in “co-

operation with the minister in 

promoting in the parish, the 

whole mission of the Church, 

pastoral, evangelistic, social 
and ecumenical 
 



Answers to last month's quiz 
 

1.  Hovercraft        
2.  116 (1337-1453) 
3.  Canberra        
4.  Spencer Percival 
5.  Stockton to Darlington      
6   Black  
7.  Methuselah 
8.  False, it's a legume 
9.  Margaret Thatcher      
10. Siberian Tiger 
11. Kneecap        
12. Random Access Memory 
13. Pancreas 
14. George C Scott 
15. Jehovah's Witness 
16. 1933 
17. Edward Greig 
18. Theodore Roosevelt 
19. Twelve 
20. Ugli fruit (also known as a tangelo) 
 

Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 
 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe to seek and demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 
 

Our Values - we are 

God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 
 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

An explanation of the St Nicolas Accounts for 2015 
 
These notes were taken at our reconvened APCM (annual meeting) on 24 April where 
our Treasurer, Richard Sedgwick was able to walk through the accounts in detail.  I 
find accounts difficult.  After Richard’s explanation I understand our accounts much 
better.  I therefore decided to write up the meeting in detail, to help others who also 
find it difficult. You might find it useful to have a copy of the accounts to hand – they 
were circulated before the APCM on 13 March and there are copies in church. Wendy 
(PCC Secretary) 
 

PCC had every confidence that the accounts presented on 13 March were 
correct, but our accounts are subject to statutory requirements and are 
complex.  As Richard was not able to be at the meeting on 13 March, the 
APCM decided to reconvene so that Richard could address questions and walk 
us through the accounts in more detail. 
 
Copies of the accounts were circulated before the annual meetings and are 
available in church.  The references below refer to the published accounts.   
 
The accounts are split into a number of sections: 
 

• Treasurer’s summary 

• Financial Statement (SOFA) 

• Balance Sheet – shows where our money is 

• Notes to the accounts 
 
The Pat Dummer Bequest 
 
This year, the accounts have tried to separate the money needed to run the 
church from the Pat Dummer Bequest (shown in the accounts as the 
‘Endowment’, see Note 16).  It’s important that the church can meet its running 
costs without dipping into the Bequest which is earmarked used for the building 
project. 
 
The 2015 accounts don’t show money we are raising towards the Building 
Project; the 2016 accounts will show how much we have raised by fundraising 
and grant applications. 
 



Charity Commission Rules 
 
As a registered charity our reports have to meet the standards of the Charities 
Act.  Within our accounts there are three types of funds that we have to keep 
track of, even if the money is physically in the same bank account.   
 

• Unrestricted funds – money that has been given to St Nicolas that can be 
used for anything 

 

• Designated funds – money that we at St Nicolas have set aside for a 
particular purpose  

 
See Note 15 in the accounts.  For example we have £900 earmarked towards 
replacing the boiler. It may be that St Nicolas decides that this amount could be 
put to use in the Building Project towards the new heating system there; or as 
designated funds if it’s not needed for the build we can decide to use it on 
something else 
 

• Restricted funds – money given to St Nicolas for a specific purpose 
 
See Note 16 in the accounts.  Note the money for Christian Aid and Shelter 
was collected during 2015 but had not been paid out when the accounts closed 
 
Income and Expenditure 
 
Last year we had a loss of £1,103. 
 
This doesn’t mean at the end of the year we have £1,103 less in the bank. This 
is an accounting rather than cash deficit.  Richard is not worried by this small 
loss, but we don’t want that to happen year on year as our reserves would 
eventually be depleted.  So this year we need our committed giving to increase 
by at least £1,103 to have a chance of breaking even. 
 
Money has been transferred from the Pat Dummer Bequest to cover expenses 
such as rent for the curate’s house.  Taking this into consideration there is a 
surplus of £17.163 but as stated above, we are not to rely of the Bequest for 
the day to day running of the church 
 
Bank Accounts – see note 12 
 
For the church 

• HSBC current account for the running of the church 

• HSBC Deposit account – not currently used and contains £46 

• CCLA (organisation which manages funds for charities and religious 
organisations) account which Richard is using to hold designated funds and 
has a standing order to transfer money each month from our current 
account to this account 

 
For the Bequest 

• HSBC deposit account 

• Virgin Money Account 

• Skipton Building Society Account 

• the remainder is invested with Standard Life 
  
 
Where our income has come from – Note 3 
 

• £58,482 from standing order donations (increased from £49,189 in 2014) 

• £20,445 in tax recovered via Gift Aid (increased from £16,214 in 2014) 

• Our hall income of £25,575 is healthy (increased from £22,749 in 2014) 
 
 
Costs we incurred of raising money 
 

• Note 4 – printing donations envelopes 

• Note 5 – mainly running the hall 
 
How we spend our money – Note 6 
 

• Our main costs are Parish Share, salaries and property costs 

• We are generous – see Note 8 – giving a total of  £10,762 of which 
£6,606 was split between outward giving charities: Communicare, Jubilee 
Centre and Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice services 

 
Note 11 
 

• £13,763 is an estimate of unclaimed Gift Aid for 2015 
 



Looking Ahead 
 
These accounts show what happened in 2015. It’s the job of the Finance Team, 
in consultation with budget holders within St Nicolas, to set budgets for 2016.  
For 2016 they are predicting a surplus of £1,300, including a £5,000 contingency 
fund.   
 
Budget holders are asked to keep track of their spending and keep the Finance 
Team up to date - and that requires everyone who spends money and claims 
expenses for St Nicolas to have their claims properly authorised. 
 
 
Thanks to Richard for all his work in this key voluntary role. 
 
Wendy 
 
 
 
 

“Resting in the Spirit” 
 
A new venture, open to everyone 
 
Time to be with God, go deeper with him, a 
time of quiet reflection. 
 
Planned to start on Sunday 22nd May. 
 
Each session will start at 3pm with 
refreshments.  There will be a Bible reading and 
prayer, and then everyone is left to find a space and make 
themselves comfortable, sitting, kneeling, lying down.   
This will be a time to be still and notice God’s presence with us.  Psalm verses 
will be read quietly and as we draw to a close the Bible verses will be read again. 
More tea and coffee will be available, and on every occasion there will be 
leaders there if anything comes up that you’d like to pray or talk about.  
 
Then it’s home refreshed at around 4.30pm 
 
 

What Is ‘Resting in The Spirit’ and why do it? 
Jesus says, "Ask and you will receive". We're very good at the asking part... but 
how about the receiving? If we are the ones who are doing all the talking, it's 
really a one-way conversation.  ‘Resting in the Spirit’ is the listening part of our 
conversation with Him. It's setting aside time to relax and receive. 
 
Just Relax 
Some of the many barriers to encountering God are that we are simply trying 
too hard, and we are too busy. God's top tip to us is "just relax". In Psalm 46:10, 
He put it this way, "Be still and know that I am God." Literally translated this 
means, "Cease striving and know that I am God." The way to know God is 
through peace and stillness. 
 
Child-like Faith 
‘Resting in the Spirit’ is a Psalm 23 experience. He makes us to lie down in 
green pastures and He leads us by still waters. He restores our soul. Even if we 
don't feel anything happening, by faith we believe that the Lord is working in our 
spirit. 
 
We can look for and find moments in life when we can be still and know that 
God is with us.  With ‘Resting in the Spirit’ we want to offer a ready-made 
space for you to come and find that space. 
 
‘Resting in the Spirit’ will take place every two months.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
Some material adapted from Catch The Fire Soaking Prayer Network 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St Nicolas 
Big Church 
Day out 

Saturday & 
Sunday June 25 

/ 26th 
Save the Date 

 

Laserquest! 

Camp Out! 

Games! 

Ben’s priesting! 
 

For Focus UP, and anyone else who fancies it 

Come for part, come for all 

See Andy Barlow for more details 

A hymn for Trinity Sunday 
 
Of all the hymns written to celebrate the Trinity, probably the most famous is 
'Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty' by Reginald Heber. 
 
Heber came from a wealthy clerical family. His father was rector of  
Hodnet in Shropshire, and Reginald succeeded him in the parish in 1807. He 
ministered there for sixteen years, before being appointed bishop of Calcutta in 
1823. 
 
At the time, the diocese of Calcutta was enormous, covering most of India, all 
of Sri Lanka and Australia and part of southern Africa. Heber threw himself into 
the task, travelling widely, consecrating churches and ordaining priests (including 
the first Indian to receive Holy Orders) and championing education: he was a 
strong supporter of Bishop's College in Calcutta, a training college for priests 
established by his predecessor Bishop Thomas Middleton. But the work took its 
toll, and he died in Trichinopoly (now Tiruchirappalli) whist on a tour of 
southern India, at the early age of 42. 
 
Heber wrote a number of hymns besides this one. (The most famous is 
probably 'Brightest and best of the sons of the morning'). 'Holy, Holy, holy' is really a 
hymn of praise, but also a hymn of wonder. Our God is hidden to our sinful 
eyes ('though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see', in verse three – a line 
amended by the editors of Hymns Old and New with a commendable desire to 
be gender neutral but perhaps with a slightly deaf ear for poetry), but still we 
praise him.  
 
 'Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee' (verse one). 
 

And it is not only us. 'All thy works shall praise thy name' (verse four), as do saints 
and angels (verse two). The image of saints 'casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea' is wonderfully striking.  
 

An especially attractive feature of this hymn is the way that the threefold 
acclamation 'holy, holy, holy' is echoed in other phrases: our God 'which wert, and 
art, and evermore shall be' (verse two) and who is 'perfect in power, in love and 
purity' (verse two), who is praised by all his works 'in earth and sky and sea'. 
Truly 
  'only thou art holy, there is none beside thee' 
   – 'God in three persons, blessed Trinity'. 
 
Peter Durrant 



 
Some Wokingham Borough Libraries Events 

 
At Dinton Pastures 
Book Start Rhymetime at Dinton Monday June 13- 10.00-12noon for under 5s.  
Theme is Under the Sea. Dress as your favourite creature, bring a picnic. 
Teddy Bears Picnic June 25, July 10, August 7 - 11.00 - 1pm - Follow teddy trail 
in the woods, followed by a story time picnic. £3. Book on 0118 974 6343. 
At Wokingham Library  Bats - an illustrated talk with David Endacott of the 
Bat conservation Trust. For adults and children 7 plus. £3 charge 
Saturday 28 May 10.30-11.30am. 
 
 
 

Some International Dates in May 
 

5 May  -  International Day of the Midwife Info from International 
Confederation of Midwives - opportunity to focus on maternal and 
child health. 
9 May -  Philippines General Election 
14 May  -  World Fair Trade Day       Theme "Human chain for Fair  
Trade"  Info and links 
15 May  -  Pentecost   Info about Global Day of Prayer  
15 - 21 May - Christian Aid Week 
Resources on Christian Aid Week website 
16 May -  World Debt Day.   Day to pray about unfair/unsustainable 
debt.  Worship resources on debt 
22 May - International Day for Biological Diversity 
Theme "Biodiversity for Sustainable Development".  Info from CBD. 
Materials for churches: A Rocha, CEI 
26 - 27May  -  G7 Leaders Summit (Shima, Mie Prefecture Japan) 
 
 
******************************************************************************** 
The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 
necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 
with, why not write a counter- piece? 
************************************************************************************** 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.05.2016 
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

MAY DATES 
 
Sun 1  6th Sunday of Easter 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Parish Communion 
     12.00noon  PPP: The Parable of the Sower 
Tues 3    Libby Newman licensed as an Associate Priest 
     10-12.00  Board Games Cafe 
Wed 4    11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
     8.00   Men’s Curry Club 
Thur 6    7.30   Ladies’ Pub Night 
Sat 7     11 - 2.00  MU May Fayre 
Sun 8 7th Sunday of Easter 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Celebration Service to  
      mark Libby becoming Associate Priest 
Mon 9      9.30  Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 10      2.15  MU - with music from 
      the handbell ringers with Carol Wheeler 
Wed 11    11.00   Communion & Coffee 
     2.30   Wednesday Space 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thur 12      2.00  Over 50s Club 
Sun 15 Pentecost 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Everyone Together led by 
      our children and young people's teams 
15 - 21 May   Christian Aid Week 
Mon 16      9.30  Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Wed 18    11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thur 19      2.00  Over 50s Club 
Sun 22 Trinity Sunday 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Parish Communion 
Mon 23      9.30  Noah's Ark @ St Nics 



May Dates (cont) 
 
Wed 25    11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thur 26      2.00  Over 50s Club 
Sun 29 1st Sunday after Trinity 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Parish Communion 
     7.30   Craft and Chat 
30 May - 3 June  School Half Term 
Wed 30    11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
 
 
 
 
Weekly at St Nics      Fortnightly at St Nics 
 
Noah's Ark @ St Nics     Home Groups - daytime or 
Community Choir      evening on different days. 
Singing Group       Interested? Contact Ben 
Over 50s Club       on 0118 966 8209 
         Board Games Cafe 
 
Monthly at St Nics 
 
Men's Curry Club 
Ladies' Pub Night 
Craft and Chat 
Wednesday Space 
 
 

CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Curate 
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8290 
 
Associate Clergy 
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Jennie Cox 0118 966 9080 
Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30- 
3pm 
Tuesday 9.30 -1.30pm and Thursday 
9.30 - 1.00pm 
 
Churchwardens 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
Margaret Chalmers    0118 901 8790 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0118 437 0984 
 

 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Gift Aid Admin  
Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Bookings 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 


