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OPEN DOOR RETREAT 
 

 

Over the last eight weeks I have been one of the ten people following the Open 
Door Retreat led by Steve and Margaret Brown here at St Nics. 
 
I knew, as soon as I heard Steve announce the retreat one Sunday morning, that 
this was something I needed to do. It was just a few weeks after I received the 
news that my sight would not be returning and I was now officially classified 
blind; and I knew the retreat would help me come to terms with what was 
happening and deepen God's strength in my life. 
 
We started the retreat on a Tuesday evening in January; meeting for two hours 
once a week and also committing to 15 minutes of prayer every day for the 
duration of the course.  Each week Steve and Margaret would lead us through 
reflecting on our prayers and experiences during the past week and introduce 
the focus of the week to come.    
 
From the start I realised that the perfect time for my daily retreat focussed 
prayer was just after Rachel had left for school; that time before the phone 
starts ringing when it's quiet.  It became the perfect way to start the day and I 
don't intend to give it up any time soon.  Each day I would pray through the 
suggested bible readings, poems, images or meditations and ask God to show 
me what He wanted me to see. 
 

Now we've come to the end of the retreat I have been able to reflect on how it 
has benefited me and how the feelings that I had at the start of the retreat have 
been changed.  At the start of January I felt vulnerable and useless; I was 

struggling to cope with daily tasks and could not imagine that I could still be 
called by God to be a lay minister; this is how I started the retreat.    
 
Over the weeks I having explored the highs and lows of my situation as we have 
journeyed through Jesus' life and explored God's unending love.  And now, at 
the end, I feel emotionally healed and uplifted.  I again know that God is with 
me, as He always has been; and is calling me to minister through my life in all its 
ups and downs.  I have heard the words "you can do it Emma" and know that 
God is with me and needs me, as He needs us all.  I am again trusting God 
entirely; having been too full of fear to rest in His protection.  He will show me 
what He needs me to do and I will follow wherever that leads. 
 
And finally; I am sharing a poem which I have written over the weeks of the 
retreat...... 
 

 
...and which, amazingly, joined up at the end with this simple haiku stanza 
 

'Always 
You are my blessed child 

Always' 
 



I pray that these words can bless you as well; because we are all God's blessed 
children.  Whatever issues we face, we have God with us, cheering us on and 
reminding us that He loves us completely just as we are. 
 
Emma 
 
 

 
PALM SUNDAY 

 

 

 
 



Christian Aid Week 
 
Jesus calls us to love our neighbours as ourselves and not just the one next 
door or at the end of the street but those all over the world. Christian Aid 
week gives us the chance to put our love into action and join with members of 
over 20.000 churches to raise money to help those in need. 
 
During Christian Aid week – May 15th – 22nd – we will be joining in the street 
collection (more details in the next newsletter) but you might like to consider 
other ways of raising money. 
 
One of the suggestions from Christian Aid is that people invite their friends and 
neighbours to share in a coffee morning or even hold a ‘Big Breakfast’ party. 
Might this be something you could do? 
 
There is a country walk on May 21st. which you might like to join in. It starts and 
finishes at Bix Village Hall (RG9 6BS) and one can walk 5 / 10 /15 miles in the 
lovely Chilterns. There will be plenty of people to help and guide you. 
Registration is between 8.30 and 10am on the day or you can register in 
advance and collect sponsorship / donate a minimum of £20 on the day. 
Register at christianaid.org.uk/walks 
 
Hopefully, there will be an activity in church in which the children can join and 
we will be having a cake sale on Sunday, May 22nd.  
 
Please give some thought as to how you can contribute to Christian aid week 
this year. 
 
Marjory Codling 

 
 

Brief summary of the meetings that took place 
on Sunday 13 March. 

 
Churchwardens 
Peter Kemm and Margaret Chalmers were elected as churchwardens. 
A big thank you to Kate Hubbard who is stepping down this year: for her 
sincerity, trustworthiness and being a joy to work with. 
 
Naomi Koefman and Daniel Raggett were once again endorsed as youth 
wardens 
 
APCM Booklet 
We have taken on board your comments about having the booklet available 
earlier - it's a lot to take in in one go - and PCC are going to spend some 
time looking at ways to improve for next year.   
 
If you'd like more information or to make comments on any of the group 
reports, please contact the report author or pass your comments to me and I'll 
forward them. 
 
Thank you for those who spotted typos - I'll put an updated version of the 
booklet in church. 
 
Electoral Roll 
205 - it's highest since records began.  
(Typo - the number of names removed from the roll was 8, not 7.  The figures 
now add up) 
 
Treasurer's Report 
PCC have confidence in the figures presented at the APCM, which had been 
approved at an Extraordinary PCC Meeting beforehand. 
  
However, as a number of questions were raised which could not be 
addressed in the meeting, it was decided that the accounts could not be 
approved with questions outstanding.  This part of the meeting was 
therefore adjourned.   
  
A separate meeting will be arranged one Sunday where Richard Sedgwick 
(Treasurer) or other members of the Finance Team will be available to answer 
your questions.   
  



Please send any questions in advance to the wardens and Peter Jeal (chair of the 
Finance Team).  A date for this meeting is being arranged. 
  
Julie Hird was appointed external examiner of the accounts.  Julie is an 
accountant, and although a member of the St Nicolas congregation, she is not 
part of the finance team and so can independently verify the accounts once 
approved  
 
Stewardship 
A significant increase of over £10,000 (including Gift Aid) in planned giving has 
been pledged as a result of last year's Advent stewardship campaign.  Thank you 
for your generosity.  This will help with our running costs in 2016 but we are a 
growing church and it is hoped that this figure will increase. 
 
Deanery Synod 
Doug Walrond was voted onto Deanery Synod 
 
PCC 
Julia Jones, Shelagh McManus, Robert Bryce, David Evans and Ann Memmott 
were voted onto PCC. 
 
David's role will include assisting the wardens over the coming year, which is 
likely to be a busy one. 
 
Sidesmen 
All those on our welcome rota were voted as sidesmen, to assist the wardens 
on Sundays 
 
Any other business 
It's encouraging to hear questions from the floor - the St Nicolas congregation 
is interested and engaged: 

• a request was made for better audio visuals as it's difficult to see the 
screen in bright sunshine. Noted and will be considered by the building 
project team  

• fundraising: all the £1million from Pat Dummer's bequest will be used in 
the building project.  The plans we have are estimated to cost £1.2 million 
- so there is more for us to raise  

• Engaging 18 - 30 year olds.  Recently a survey was carried about amongst 
those in this age bracket with connections to St Nicolas and as a result of 
this the Young People's team are looking into setting up a virtual support 

group.  St Nicolas would help and encourage any initiative the young 
people themselves might have 

 
Thank you 
Many people were mentioned but in particular thank you to the many 
volunteers who help make St Nicolas what it is.  We are a team... 
 
... and Libby thanked Neil on behalf of all of us for his leadership at St Nicolas 
 
Wendy Neale 
Parish Administrator 
 

 
 

FUNERALS 
 

10 March          24 March 
 
Wendy McBean        Phyllis May 
Lind Close         Bridport Close 
Earley          Lower Earley 
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Chairman’s report 
St Nicolas APCM, 13th March 2016 – Revd. Neil Warwick 

 
We have had another really good year at St Nicolas. There is momentum in our 
life together and many signs that God is with us. 
 
We continue to grow 
 
We’ve hit 205 on our Electoral Roll and that’s the highest number of people 
since separate records were held by the Diocese in 1977. That is something to 
celebrate. We’re definitely bucking the trend of church decline in the UK. 
 
These 205 people on the Electoral Roll can also be added to by all those people 
who engage with St Nicolas and would say it’s their Church but aren’t on the 
Electoral Roll.  Also, all of the children and young people under 16. 
 
We’ve seen a lot of new people join St Nicolas in recent years. Some brand 
new to church, some coming back and some moving from other churches. I ask 
them why they came to St Nicolas and why they stay. Many of them talk about 
the welcome they received and how it came from many people. Others mention 
the genuine nature of faith and community at St Nicolas. Also, they say we laugh 
a lot and are joyful! 
These observations reflect our values and one thing is sure – they’re dependent 
on a team effort from us all. So a massive thanks from the Vicar.   
 
Many organisations are getting wise to the limits of running themselves as 
machines – with inputs that go in and outputs that come out. It is much better 
to see organisations more like natural systems. When things in nature grow it is 
less ordered, it can be messy and yet great things come to life.  
 
We can see St Nicolas like a living natural system; people are trying things and 
doing things and growth is there. At times it feels messy but because we know 
why we’re here, and because we have clear values and goals, great things are 
happening. You’ll notice one sign of this is the vicar isn’t involved in everything 
and doesn’t lead everything making growth sustainable and emerging from all 
over the Church from all sorts of people. 
 
I am delighted to see people and a church, growing in confidence and pray it will 
continue. 
 
Welcoming Ben, Jo and Ted Kautzer 

 
We welcomed Revd Dr Ben Kautzer as our new Curate in 2015. And we thank 
God for him and for Jo and Ted. They’ve been a blessing to us all. Ben is a 
genuine and gifted person and he has settled well into the team and life at St 
Nicolas. Amidst his learning on the job he has already added positively to our 
life in many ways and we look forward to the time he will spend with us in the 
coming years.  
 
The Pat Dummer Bequest, Open Door Project and Buildings Team 
 
We’re making solid progress towards transforming our site and buildings to be 
a place where our community meets and interacts seven days a week. 
 
In 2015 Rod Sharpe’s Open Door team reported their findings from talking to 
everyone at St Nicolas and people in the local community – they cast a vision 
for the life of St Nicolas on this site that the PCC whole heartedly supported. 
With architects engaged, Charles Hubbard has led a Building Project Team that 
is finalising designs and costings ready to go to planning permission.   
 
There has been great work done by all involved. The PCC has been kept 
informed and we’ll be able to share details very shortly – with architects plans 
and drawings. 
 
I am confident we will rise to the challenge of raising the extra money we will 
need and also coping with the disruption that will come when the builders are 
on site. We’ve forming three new teams to help us with this – one to co-
ordinate fundraising, one to plan how the building will be best used for the 
mission of St Nicolas and one to work out how we live and function with the 
builders on site.  
As the Vicar I am excited and at times daunted but when I look back and see all 
the good things we have done together in the past seven years,  I see God is 
with us and I take heart. 
 
Some special thanks 
 
Kate Hubbard steps down as Church Warden today. I would like to say thank 
you to Kate. She has been a trustworthy and thorough Church Warden. At a 
critical time in the history of St Nicolas – with plans for our site and building 
progressing – she has been a great colleague to work with. 



Our other warden Peter Kemm has also been a great support and deserves 
special mention. He puts in hours of time and is constant and reliable providing 
me with support and encouragement whenever it’s needed.  
 
The PCC, chaired by Shelagh, have been a blessing so I would like to thank 
everyone who takes a part in this. We have grown to be a supportive and 
forward thinking group of people with a diverse set of skills committing to our 
church and its future. 
 
Eleanor Gunbie, who will be handing over Hall Bookings to the Parish Office - 
thanks Eleanor you have done a great job. Hall Bookings is a seven day a week 
job and one 
 
Eleanor you have done a great job. Hall Bookings is a seven day a week job and 
one that grows. Eleanor has been a helpful and positive face of St Nicolas to our 
community. 
Wendy needs a special mention too, she embodies the term ‘above and beyond 
the call of duty.’ 
I’m aware of the army of people that need thanks - many of them behind the 
scenes – if we did a hands up so many people would be on rotas, leading groups, 
giving time and talent. It’s what makes St Nicolas a great place to be.   
 
So how have things gone in the last 12 months against our mission 
priorities? 
 
Being Rooted - in God through worship and prayer 
 
It is one of our aims that in all worship and prayer we are deep, genuine and 
Christ-centred and I believe there are many ways we can see this in what we 
do. Be it finding life and nourishment in Holy Communion at the heart of our 
worship or sitting on the dais surrounded by children at People Prayers and 
Potatoes. It could be a quiet prayer and the lighting of a candle in the prayer 
corner, or the person who leaves a prayer note on the prayer board whom we 
never meet. It’s in the Home Groups that foster fellowship, prayer and 
discipleship and in monthly Mother’s Union meetings. It’s there when the priest 
and servers stand and say a prayer before they lead worship and when they 
stand in a huddle in the porch and say a prayer at the end. 
 
Going wider we notice that God is with us in the present moment, in church 
and wherever we find ourselves during the week. 
 

A Confirmation service in People Prayers and Potatoes (PPP) was a big highlight 
in 2015. A group of women who stood together and declared their faith as the 
Bishop confirmed them – it was a powerful moment. It was fruit of PPP; a great 
way for people new to church or coming back to church to engage with St 
Nicolas.   
 
I also notice that we allow people to be open in their joy and when things are 
tough. On any given Sunday there will be someone who is having the best week 
ever and someone who is in a difficult place or knows someone who is- and all 
points between. We accept the need to hold that diversity in our worship and 
prayer. 
The start of Wednesday Space – our worship for people living with dementia 
and their carers – is a good example of St Nicolas at its best. Let’s prayer it 
grows in its positive impact on people. 
 
Everyone Together – our monthly service for all people of all ages – has grown 
in 2015. We’ve had some highlights and it’s allowed many more people to be 
involved in preparing and leading worship.  
Home Groups are popular and meaningful with many of us. We’re starting two 
new ones in 2016. Libby has led Home Group work so well and is now handing 
over those duties to Ben.    
 
And that steady heartbeat of prayer at St Nicolas – Morning Prayer – where 
people gather and over the month we pray for every person at St Nicolas, every 
street in our Parish and every organisation - alongside the needs of the world, 
the life of the church and the day and its tasks. It makes a big difference.  
 
Being Visible – well known in a noisy world 
 
We’ve really upped our game in 2015 with publicity and awareness. We 
launched a fantastic new website in 2015. We Tweet and have an up-to-date 
Facebook page. We’ve had good press articles – in The Door and local papers. 
 
And critically we have increasing word-of-mouth in and around Earley and 
Reading. When I go out and about people have heard of St Nicolas. This is very 
encouraging. 
 
We’ve released some more of Wendy’s hours to be used on communications – 
particularly with regard to the building project – so that you and the local 
community are kept bang up to date with developments.  
 



The St Nicolas newsletter is always a good read and the booklet format edited 
by Elaine is spot on.  Getting it out electronically is also important. I wonder 
how we might get it to more people in the local area? Something to think about 
in 2016/17. 
 
Being Open – and easy to engage with 
 
A highlight under this heading was the Summer Fun Day. We literally stopped 
the traffic in and around Sutcliffe Avenue. It was genius to invite all our Hall 
users to have a stall or do a display. We saw so many new faces.  
 
I think St Nicolas is a go to place for children, young people and their families. 
God Squad, Focus and Focus Plus are popular and well led and laying solid faith 
foundations. The trip to the Isle of Wight was a big favourite.  Further the team 
have great connections with other local churches and the Christian Union at 
Maiden Erlegh.  
 
With REinspired based here, our own Julia as its Project Director and many of 
us doing their sessions with local schools we have great connections locally with 
children, parents and teachers. 
 
Our meals together build friendship and community – the Harvest Brunch and 
Lent Lunch. The Men’s’ Curry Club and Women’s’ Social.  
The environment in and around our Church and this beautiful space when you 
come in make us easy and positive to engage with. People tell me they come 
and sit – people who don’t come to Church – because this light space makes 
them feel better. Thanks be to God.   
 
We have a reputation for a warm welcome and going the extra mile for 
weddings, funerals and baptisms. This is key way we meet people in our 
community who may not come to church every week. Many good relationships 
are starting this way. And it’s a great thing to be known for. We’re working 
hard with our local funeral directors to ensure everyone who may want a 
Christian minister to take their loved ones funeral knows they can ask us and 
we’ll say ‘yes’.  
 
 

Being aware – of God’s presence in the whole of life 
 
We want to be Christian disciples who make a difference seven-days-a-week 
with faith that positively impacts every part of our lives and the lives of those 
around us. 
This Time Tomorrow is a good feature six times a year, when we hear from 
someone at St Nicolas about their daily life and how their faith is relevant there. 
 
Also, our Justice Peace and Environmental Group keep us focussed as a Church 
and as individuals on matters of justice at home and overseas. We’ve deepened 
our friendship with Christian Kings Church in Zambia. We give generously to 
the local food bank with the basket in the lobby getting filled each week. We 
have given financial support to Communicare - a team of Christians helping 
people in Reading with information, advice and support on debt and housing, 
filling in forms, benefits checks and pro bono legal advice. And also Alexander 
Devine Hospice for Children – the ground has been broken on their site and 
that dream is becoming a reality.  
 
We regularly have a Fair Trade stall at the back of Church and all our supplies at 
Church are Fairtrade and environmentally friendly.     
Finally, our Pastoral Care team do a great job in being alongside people when 
they most need it. Visiting in hospital and at home. Taking Holy Communion to 
people at home and in homes for elderly people. The team has become better 
co-ordinated and in a world where safeguarding children and vulnerable adults is 
so critical, has guidelines, practices and record-keeping in place. In 2015 we had 
some training on how to be alongside people living with dementia in preparation 
for Wednesday Space. 
  
Being sustainable – in resources and models of ministry 
 
It was great that our giving has risen by £10,000 per annum. Thank you: greater 
resources in money and personnel allow us to be effective and bold in God’s 
mission. 
I’m delighted that Jennie Cox has started in the Parish Office to work alongside 
Wendy in the smooth running of St Nicolas mission. 
Richard and Liz do a great job on the finances – ensuring everything and 
everyone is paid and that our finances meet the stringent requirements of the 
Charities Commission. 
 



Everyone at St Nicolas works hard to make it such a good place to be. Think of 
Libby, Maureen and Emma – volunteering so many hours for their vocation in 
our service.  
 
Without them we wouldn’t be growing as we are and we couldn’t do all of the 
meaningful and life-giving things that we do.  
 
Our team leaders, volunteering to help coordinate the work of so many make 
us well led and our work sustainable. Plus all of you…I notice what your efforts. 
Thank you. 
 
Conclusion    
 
I’ve been encouraged to think through 2015 and everything that’s happening at 
St Nicolas in God’s name. The thing that gives me most pleasure is all the 
people that we have engaged over the past 12 months. Every day of the year St 
Nicolas is making a positive difference to someone’s life and in so doing it makes 
a difference to our lives and the life of our community. Let us thank God and 
pray together that this will continue.  
 
Neil 

Charity Quiz NightCharity Quiz NightCharity Quiz NightCharity Quiz Night    

 

 
 

 
 

Saturday April 23  at 7:00pm  

 

St Nicolas Church Hall, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley 

 

Tickets £6, includes a cheese platter, 

 bring your own drinks   

Teams of up to ten people. 

 
All proceeds will be donated to The Alexander Devine 

Children’s Hospice Service.  

 

 
Contact Julia Eversham:- 01189875211, davidweversham@talktalk.net 



Royal School of Church Music Event 
27 April 2016 

 
This event is primarily designed for choirs and singing groups in the area. 

 
It will be led by Nigel Groome, who is an experienced choir trainer, and will be 
an opportunity for small choirs to sing in a larger group under professional 
direction, both to improve standards and to share the pleasure of doing work 
that they couldn't do on their own. It's called 'Exploring repertoire', and will 
introduce us (I hope) to new music and new sources for music of various levels 
of difficulty.  
 
The evening will last from 7.00 to 9.30. After the rehearsal there will be a break 
for refreshment, and we'll finish with a short service of compline, which Libby 
will lead. 
 

 
St Nic's Singing Group at a social event 

 
We (the Singing Group) attended a similar event in Theale last year, and I 
offered St Nicolas as a venue for a repeat.  
 
It's not really an open evening, though if experienced singers who are not 
members of the singing group wanted to attend it might be possible to 
accommodate them.  
 
Peter Durrant 
 

 
 
 



News from the Parish Office 
 

There are now two of us in the office!  Jennie started work as our 
administrative assistant on 7 March and is making a huge contribution already 
producing the Sunday Sheet and looking after bookings.  Having Jennie here also 
means we have longer opening hours: 
 
 Mondays    9.30am – 3pm 
 Tuesdays   9.30am – 1.30pm 
 Wednesdays  9.30am – 3pm 
 Thursdays   9.30am – 1pm 
 Fridays   9.30am -  3pm 
 
We are still closed over school holidays but will be checking emails and phone 
messages from time to time. 
 

We are loving our new office space, why 
not pop in and see us.  Biscuits, 
chocolates and smiley faces always 
welcome!  
 
Wendy and Jennie 
 

You can contact both of us on:  
0118 966 9090 office@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Refugee Service 
Tuesday 22 March 

 
Some pictures from the displays in church used in the service - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

St Nicolas Mothers' Union 
 
On Tuesday March 8 we held our Annual Lenten Service followed by our AGM.  
The service was led by Neil who also chaired our meeting.  
 
A collection taken at the service amounted to £30 and it was sent to the "Away 
from it all Fund"** - an MU initiative which provides the means for holidays for 
families who otherwise would be unable to have them due to financial hardship. 
 
Following the meeting members enjoyed a slice of delicious, traditional 
simnel cake made for us by Denise Rees and much appreciated by all. 
    



Women's World Day of Prayer 
 
The previous Friday March 4 the Women's World Day of Prayer service was 
held at St Nicolas and we welcomed visitors from neighbouring churches - the 
service being arranged by the Christian women of Cuba on the theme "Receive 
children, receive me" 
 
Libby, who is an MU member , led the service and although some of the hymns 
were unfamiliar it was a lovely service, enjoyed by all 
 
     May Fayre 
 
This will take place on Saturday May 7.(see poster included in newsletter)  We 
hope you will make a note of the date and support us as it is our main 
fundraiser. 
 
At our Lenten Service we were saddened to hear the news of the death of 
Phyllis May who, although not an MU member, always supported us and was a 
friend to many of us.  Our prayers and sympathy go to her family at this time. 
 
NEXT MEETING            Tuesday 12 April            The Serenade Singers 
 
We hope that as many of you as possible will joins us to hear them.  You will be 
most welcome as usual. 
 
We hope all our members, families and friends had a happy, peaceful and 
blessed Easter 
 
Valerie Edgeworth. 
 
 
**Away From It All (AFIA) is a Mothers’ Union holiday scheme, primarily funded 
by Mothers’ Union members, to help people who are experiencing stress in 
their family life. Mothers’ Union normally helps with part of the cost of a holiday 
or with travel expenses, but sometimes can pay for the whole trip. The funds 
are limited but we will always help as much as we can. 
 
Those hoping to have a holiday don’t have to be a member of a church or 
organisation and can apply for themselves or recommend someone else for a 
holiday. The holidays take many different forms. Some are specially organised 

family weeks where a number of families and a team of volunteers go away 
together with activities and outings arranged. 
 
Other holidays might take place in mobile homes owned by Mothers’ Union, 
usually sited near a beach. Some holidays take the form of day trips. We usually 
try to find the most suitable holiday, because everyone is different. 
 
On average, Mothers’ Union helps 2,500 people to have a holiday each year. 
Families are able to spend time together away from their stressful situations at 
home, engage in activities together and have fun. They often experience healing 
in their relationships by spending this quality time with each other. 
 
 

Spirit of God, our light amid the darkness 
 
This is a hymn to the Holy Spirit. It's a hymn that both celebrates the Spirit's 
transforming power and prays for that Spirit to be released into our lives. And 
that prayer is not a timid request but one made with confidence – confidence 
that the Spirit can and will transform us. 
 
The hymn reflects on four attributes of the Spirit – light, hope, love and truth. 
Each attribute is described and celebrated:  
 

• light to lighten the darkness (verse 1); 

• hope, our joy and consolation (verse 2);  

• love, our source of true compassion (verse 3);  

• truth, our shield and defender (verse 4).  
 
And then each is invoked to transform us and the world that is God's creation:  
 

• light to show us God's glory;  

• hope to lift us when we fall; 

• love to bring peace and to end strife;  

• truth to be our sure fortress and inspiration.  
 
As verse follows verse we are encouraged to believe in the potential that the 
Spirit offers, and that we can claim. 
 
A powerful device in this hymn is the use of repetition. In its four verses the 
verb 'fill', in one form or another, is used no fewer than eight times:  



 

• 'fill our hearts' and 'fill all creation' in verse 1;  

• 'filled with your strength' in verse 2;  

• 'fill us with new life’, ‘fill our hearts ... with love' and 'fill all the world' in verse 3;  

• 'fill us with your might' and 'filled with your truth, your glory and your light' in 
verse 4 (recapitulating the theme of the first verse where the Spirit of God 
is proclaimed as 'our light amid the darkness').  

 
The repetition enables us to proclaim our openness to the Spirit, and at the 
same time hammers home the message that it is only when truly 'filled with your 
truth, your glory and your light' that we can be effective as God's people in the 
world. 
 
If the hymn is filled with confidence, then the tune, with its vigorous momentum 
and fine swinging melody fits it perfectly. Falling arpeggios in the first and fourth 
lines drive the tune forward, while its surging rise and fall maintains that 
movement throughout.  
 
Written in the key of C major, traditionally associated with music that is bright 
and positive, the tune has both strength and purpose (even, in line two, a hint of 
Elgarian 'Pomp and Circumstance'). Its rhythmic structure adds a further 
dimension, as certain key words are given extra weight by being set to minims 
(notes of double value) as against the crotchet beat elsewhere. Thus (amongst 
other instances) we dwell on 'glory' in verse 1, on 'gladness' in verse 2, and on 
'fortress' and 'wisdom' in verse 4. 
 
This is a modern hymn, albeit written in traditional form (four verses of four 
lines in strict metre). The words were written only a little more than a decade 
ago, and the tune (aptly called 'Spirit of Hope') was composed to match.  It seem 
appropriate to use it as we approach Pentecost, but as it is new to us, the 
Singing Group will introduce it first (on 1 May), and we will repeat it a few 
weeks later so all can share it. 
 
 

P    P    P    P    P    P    P    P    P 
 

 
In last month's Newsletter Tony Ive wrote eloquently about 'O love that wilt not 
let me go'. We shall be singing this on 24 April. 
 
Peter Durrant 

From the Taizé Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dedicated to Helen, who put together our Taizé services 

 
 

The Church at Easter 
 
 

 



 

St Nicolas Mothers’ Union invites you to their 

May Fayre  

Saturday 7 May 
11am until 2pm 

 

St Nicolas Church Hall 
Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, RG6 7JN           

0118 966 9080   www.stnicolas.org.uk 
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CONCERTCONCERTCONCERTCONCERT    
    

MUSIC FROM ENGLAND AND ITALMUSIC FROM ENGLAND AND ITALMUSIC FROM ENGLAND AND ITALMUSIC FROM ENGLAND AND ITALYYYY    
    

includingincludingincludingincluding    

Vaughan Williams “Five Mystical Songs”Vaughan Williams “Five Mystical Songs”Vaughan Williams “Five Mystical Songs”Vaughan Williams “Five Mystical Songs”    
John Rutter “Birthday Madrigals”John Rutter “Birthday Madrigals”John Rutter “Birthday Madrigals”John Rutter “Birthday Madrigals”    

and music byand music byand music byand music by    

Gabrieli, Monteverdi, Palestrina and VerdiGabrieli, Monteverdi, Palestrina and VerdiGabrieli, Monteverdi, Palestrina and VerdiGabrieli, Monteverdi, Palestrina and Verdi    
    

SATURDAY 21 MAY 7.30 PMSATURDAY 21 MAY 7.30 PMSATURDAY 21 MAY 7.30 PMSATURDAY 21 MAY 7.30 PM    
    

THE CHURCH OF EARLEY ST PETERTHE CHURCH OF EARLEY ST PETERTHE CHURCH OF EARLEY ST PETERTHE CHURCH OF EARLEY ST PETER    
Church Road  Earley  Reading  RG6 1EYChurch Road  Earley  Reading  RG6 1EYChurch Road  Earley  Reading  RG6 1EYChurch Road  Earley  Reading  RG6 1EY    

    
In aid of Alexander In aid of Alexander In aid of Alexander In aid of Alexander Devine Children’s HospiceDevine Children’s HospiceDevine Children’s HospiceDevine Children’s Hospice    

and Earley St Peter’s Church 
Tickets £12 (Concessions £10, Students £5, Under-18s £3) available from Ian Westley 

(947 8382), Maggie Nunn (07946 620560) or on the door. 
 



A fairly easy Quiz 
(courtesy Anchored magazine) 

 
1. Christopher Cockerill invented what? 
2. How many years did the Hundreds Year War last? 
3. What is the capital city of Australia? 
4. Who was the only British Prime Minister to be assassinated? 
5. Which two places did the first railway track run between in Britain? 
6. What colour is the Northern line on the London Underground? 
7. Who was the oldest man in the Bible? 
8. Is the Peanut a type of nut? 
9. Who was the longest serving Prime Minister in Britain in the 20th 
   century? 
10. Which is the largest species of Tiger? 
11. The Patella is commonly known as what? 
12. In computing what is Ram short for? 
13. Which organ secretes insulin? 
14. Who was the first actor to refuse an Oscar? 
15. Who produces the Watchtower magazine? 
16. Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany in which year? 
17. Who composed 'Peer Gynt'? 
18. Who was the youngest ever American President? 
19. How many episodes of Fawlty Towers were made? 
20. What name is given to a cross fruit of a tangerine and a grapefruit? 
 
 
Answers next month! 
 

Friendship Week 
 

Celebrating Friendship 14 - 21 May 
 

A week of events to promote friendship and combat 
the serious impact of loneliness among older people 

 

by The LINK visiting scheme  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of Phyllis's favourite hymns which we 
sung at the Service of Celebration for her life 

 
 

Loving Shepherd of thy sheep 
keep me, Lord in safety keep; 
nothing can they power withstand 
none can pluck us from thy hand 
 
Loving Shepherd, thou didst give 
thine own life that we might live, 
may I love thee day by day, 
gladly thy will obey. 
 
Loving Shepherd, ever near, 
teach me still thy voice to hear, 
suffer not our steps to stray 
from the straight and narrow way. 
 
Where thou leadest may I go, 
walking in thy steps below; 
till before our Father's throne, 
Jesus, claim me for thine own. 
    (Jane E Leeson, 1842) 

 
 
 
 

Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 



Some International Dates in April 
 
2 - 3 April  -  Weekend of Prayer for People with Addictions   
   (Worldwide) 
7 April  -  World Health Day   Theme is diabetes. Material whom WHO 
Chance to raise wider issues in health and healthcare.  UK also has 
Healthcare Sunday in October. 
10 April  -  Peru General Election 
15/16 April  -  Hope in a changing climate 
After Paris, how can Christians work together locally and globally to care for 
creation?  Conference in Coventry.  Website 
24 April  -  Fashion Revolution Day 
On anniversary of the Rana Plaza disaster, a campaign for fairness in fashion.  
Website 
25 April  -  World Malaria Day 
Info from WHO  The World Malaria Day website will also have materials. 
 

 

************************************************************************************* 
The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 
necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 
with, why not write a counter-piece. 
********************************************************************************************
* 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.04.2016 
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

APRIL DATES 
 
Sun 3  2nd Sunday of Easter 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion  
Tues 5    10-12.00   Board Games Cafe 
Wed 6    11.00    Communion & Coffee  
       7.45   Singing Group 
     Evening   Men's Curry Club 
Thur 7    Evening   Ladies Pub Night 
Sun 10 3rd Sunday of Easter 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion 
       7.30   Craft and Chat 
Mon 11      9.30   Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 12      2.15   MU - Serenade Singers 
Wed 13    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       2.30   Wednesday Space 
       7.45   Singing Group 
Thur 14      2.00   Over 50s Club 
Sun 17 4th Sunday of Easter 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion 
       Speaker: Jess Hall from Christian Aid 
Mon 18      9.30   Noah's Ark @ St. Nics 
Tues 19    10-12.00   Board Games Cafe 
Wed 20    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
Thur 21      2.00   Over 50s Club 
Sun 24 5th Sunday of Easter 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion 
       7.30   Craft and Chat 
Mon 25      9.30   Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Wed 27    11.00    Communion & Coffee 
       7.45   Singing Group 
Thur 28      2.00   Over 50s Club 



DATES cont 
 
Sun 1 May  6th Sunday of Easter 
       8.00   Communion 
     10.00    Parish Communion 
     12.00    PPP - Parable of the Sower 
Sat 7     11 - 2.00pm  MU MAY FAYRE 

 

 

******************* 

 

 

 

Weekly at St Nics      Fortnightly at St Nics 
 
Noah's Ark @ St Nics     Home Groups - daytime or 
Community Choir      evening on different days. 
Singing Group       Interested? Contact Ben 
Over 50s Club       on 0118 966 8209 
         Board Games Cafe 
 
Monthly at St Nics 
 
Men's Curry Club 
Ladies' Pub Night 
Craft and Chat 
Wednesday Space 

CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Curate 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
 
Curate 
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8209 
 
Associate Clergy 
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
Administrative Assistant 
Jenny Cox 0118 966 9080 
Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30- 
3pm 
Tuesday 9.30 -1.30pm and Thursday 
9.30 - 1.00pm 
 
Churchwardens 
Kate Hubbard 0118 986 9907 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0118 967 8902 
 

 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Gift Aid Admin  
Liz Fielding 0118 327 1016 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Bookings 
Via the Parish Office 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 


