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LENT 
Dear All, 
 
As I write this, the festival of Candlemas is still ahead of us.  At St Nicolas on 
that day, the nativity scene from under the altar, the three kings, the camels, all 
the figures on the windows, will be taken down and packed away until the 
Christmas season returns; then our eyes turn to the next major event in the 
Church Calendar, Lent.  A time for reflection. 
 
We’re told in the Gospels that after his baptism in the Jordan, Jesus was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and led by the Spirit into the wilderness.  The wilderness, 
an uninhabited place, a place untamed by human hands, a harsh place, but a 
neutral place, perhaps too a ‘thin’ place as were the mountains to which Jesus 
retreated throughout his ministry, when he wanted to be with his Father.  
According to Mark (1:12-13) in the wilderness, he was with the wild animals and 
attended by angels there; if so, he would not have felt abandoned.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are told Jesus fasted during his time in the wilderness.  There are very real 
physical dangers associated with prolonged fasting, however, there was a strong 
Biblical tradition for long fasts before major events.   (e.g. Moses - Exodus 34:28;  
Daniel - Daniel 10:2-6;  Elijah - 1 Kings 19:8).  In both the Old and New 

Testaments, fasting is seen as a way of enhancing prayer - that God is more 
open to prayer made when someone is fasting.   Again we have the image of 
Christ wishing to be in as close contact as possible with his Father  
 
Jesus ministry on earth had begun.  He had come to bring his Father’s Kingdom 
to His people, he had plans and huge decisions to make.  We’re told in the 
Gospels that those decisions came in the form of temptations by Satan at the 
end of the 40 days.  However, William Temple, a theologian and Archbishop of 
Canterbury (1942-44) put it like this, “The story of the Temptations is, of course, a 
parable of His spiritual wrestlings, told by Himself to His disciples.  It represents the 
rejection, under three typical forms, of all existing conceptions of the Messianic task, 
which was to bring in the Kingdom.” 
 
There are all sorts of ways of describing Jesus’ and our own ‘spiritual wrestlings’ 
; one is: “the battering we too have to face as we endure the battle within between 
the two Kingdoms, God’s and ours’1  which has the advantage of suggesting  that, 
having undergone it himself,  Christ understands how we are tempted and how 
strong those temptations can be.   Then this: 
 

An aged countryman was discussing good and evil with his grandson.  The old man 
sucked on his empty pipe then said, 
"My boy, I have two wolves fighting in my heart; a kind wolf and an angry wolf.” 
The young boy’s eyes opened wide at this and he asked urgently, 
 But Grandpa, which of the two wolves in your heart will win?”   
This time the old man took the pipe out of his mouth as he replied, 
“Which ever one I feed the most”.   
Which makes it clear, we have freedom of choice of right and 
wrong in our actions,  whatever our situation,  we always have 
choices, even if it sometimes has to be the choice as to which 
is the lesser of two evils. 
 

 
 

What of temptation itself?  I suggest we are all tempted by something at some 
time, being tempted is part of being alive. A Dominican monk John Tauler 
wrote, " He who has not been tempted knows nothing, nor lives as yet, say the wise 
man Solomon and the holy teacher St Bernard.” It’s not so much the temptation 
itself but whether we dwell on it and what we do with it that matters.   In the 
Christian story, we have the examples of Adam who succumbed and the 
disaster of the Fall that followed, and Christ who stood firm and the joy of the 



Resurrection, with all that means for us.  Most frequently it is our conscience 
that prompts us to do the ‘right’ thing.   
 
But, what is our conscience?  One Christian writer suggests that its source is a 
mystery but Michael Ramsey (100th Archbishop of Canterbury) had absolutely 
no doubt, “Conscience in man is a God-given thing.  The operations of conscience can 
be perverted, and its findings can be distorted by wrong assumptions.  Yet it is always 
a phenomenon to be reverenced because it is God-given, and the Christian duty of 
educating consciences in the light of Christian truth goes with this reverence for them.”  
Those that care for or have cared for children will see this as a truth.  If a 
conscience has to be educated, it suggests to me that another thing we need to 
learn, is something about our own limitations; when it is we need to ask for 
advice to work out which is the right, and which the wrong path. 
In the season of Lent we are invited to shine the light of Christ – his teaching – 
on the fabric of our lives, to allow first our consciences and then our prayer to 
evaluate what we see there.  Is there something that is not loving of our God or 
our neighbour, that we need to address?   
 
Finding a ‘neutral space’ in which to do that exploration might be helpful.  I find 
just a change of scene can help with such thinking, or it may be you have a 
special place where you think and pray.  It may be that we wish to fast during 
part of Lent, it may be that we wish to give up something for the duration of 
Lent.  It may be that it would be helpful to talk things through with someone we 
trust.  Whatever path we take through Lent, what we absolutely must 
remember is that God forgives.  If we are sorry for what we have done wrong, 
God forgives totally, because we are totally loved.     
 
Wishing you a very blessed Lent 
Libby 

1  V Herrick & I Mann ‘Jesus Wept’1998 

 
 

 
 

St Nicolas Lent Talks: 
 
Thursday 25 February and Wednesday 9 March, 7:30pm at the Rustic Café in 
Maiden Lane Place at the heart of Lower Earley. Cost: £5 for coffee and cake. 
Come along for an evening of engaging conversation! 
 
Ben 

THE ROYAL COUNTY  OF   BERKSHIRE 
CHURCHES TRUST 

invites you to an illustrated lecture 
 

 

Saving the Church: buildings, battles, and the 
idea of conservation since 1800 

 

by Professor William Whyte, FRHistS, FSA 
Professor of Social and Architectural History 

University of Oxford 
 

 

 

Monday 7 March 2016 at 7.00 p.m. 
in the Long Gallery, 

Englefield House RG7 5EN 
 

 

 

Tickets £12.50 
from: Mrs Liz Betteridge 

2 Bramber Cottages, Terrace Road North 
Binfield,  Bracknell, Berks.  RG42 5JH 

before February 29th 
 
 
 

or thereafter email liz.betteridge@ntlworld.com 
and pay at the door 

 

 

Please make cheques payable to BERKSHIRE CHURCHES TRUST 

 

 

 



 Mike Pilavachi is the 
Senior Pastor (and 
ordained Anglican 
Priest) of the Soul 
Survivor Watford 
church, based in North 
Watford, which he set 
up in 1993 along with 

worship leader Matt Redman (who has since moved on but many of you will 
have heard of.)  He now works with Andy Croft and a team putting on a whole 
host of events including a weeklong celebration at Shepton Mallet in summer, 
training events and much more.  
  
On Saturday 9th Jan a small group from St Nics joined the youth group at 
Anderson Baptist Church and we all travelled by minibus (yes in the pouring 
rain!)  to their Saturday celebration.  This is what they say on their 
website…http://www.soulsurvivorwatford.co.uk 
 

“There’s nothing we like more than spending time worshipping God, looking at what 
the Bible has to say to us today, and waiting on the Holy Spirit, and that’s what our 
Saturday Celebrations are all about 
 
The entrance looks a bit like a warehouse (see picture) and it holds about 400 
young people (and those young at heart) at a time. The worship is wonderful 
with a great band and all of us were very struck by the sense of God’s presence 
with us as we sang and prayed together.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The guest speaker (Blaine Cook) was 
from California and he reminded us that across the world the Christian 
church is growing massively especially in China and Africa. His challenge to 
us here in the UK was that we need to stand up and be counted. We need to 

stand alongside our young people as they struggle with issues such as alcohol, 
drugs, pornography, prostitution etc.  
  
Most of us are aware through the press that there is a concern that our young 
people are struggling. There are lots of pressures on them and they have to 
navigate their way through issues such as self-image, self-confidence, peer 
pressure, parental expectations, exam deadlines, fear of failure or rejection, 
relationships with family, friends and of course boy and girlfriends.  As a result 
we are seeing more self-harm and risky behaviours and young people really 
need help and support to get through it all. At Focus + we try to provide a 
safe place where young people can explore some of these things 
together and learn the Christian perspective on life.  
 
Mike helped us with this… he reminded us all that God Loves us all as 
individuals and has a wonderful plan for each of us. That we are unique and that 
nothing can keep us from the love He has for each of us. As Christians in the 
church, young and old, we were encouraged to spread this message to those 
around us and the young people we know, in our families and our communities 
- and so we bring it back to you at St Nic’s.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maybe there's a young person that you know who is struggling and needs to know 
God more. How about committing to pray for them regularly, drop them an email or 
card giving them support or if you know them well perhaps commit to making time 
to just being with them and make a real effort to listen to their point of view.  Come 
and grab myself, Andy Barlow, or Julia Jones if you'd like help with that or even if 
you'd just like to chat more about how to reach out to young people in our 
community. 
 

Helen Warwick 12/1/2016 



 

Bible Reading Fellowship Notes 
 
‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’ (Psalm 119, v 105) 
 
Several members of our congregation have been using the reading notes from 
the Bible Fellowship for some time. As it is time to order the notes for the 
coming year, I thought I would review the various publications. 
 
The most popular set of notes at St Nicolas is ‘New Daylight’ which gives a daily 
short Bible reading plus a thought provoking comment and a prayer. 
 

 ‘Day by Day’ is also very popular. A key verse from the reading is highlighted 
and explained and applied especially for women 
 
‘Upper Room’ has a more personal approach in that the comments are written 
by people who themselves use these notes. 
 
‘Guidelines’ is produced in weekly units with suggestions for readings and 
comments. 
 
A new publication is ‘Quiet Spaces’ which leads readers into meditation and 
reflection, but which also suggests creative activities which link into the reading. 
 
There are copies of all these booklets in the bookcase. 
 
The notes are produced three times a year, and the cost for the year starting 
on May1st is £13.05. 
 
If you would like to order notes, please put a message in my pigeon hole or 
phone me (0118 9663620) by the end of this month. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Marjory Codling 
 
 

“Reading Male Voice Choir – 20 February @7.30pm in aid of 
CommuniCare and The United Mission to Nepal.  This concert is being hosted 
by St James & St William of York Parish, it will take place at St James Church, 
Forbury Road. There is free parking for this event at Forbury Retail Park, please 
contact kevin.boyle47@yahoo.co.uk. FREE entry and a retiring collection in aid 
of CommuniCare & The United Mission to Nepal”  Francesca Yates 
 
 
 

 



 

Summary of PCC Meeting 21 January 2016 
 
From the Vicar 
Libby is coming to the end of her curacy and has done a great job serving us at 
St Nicolas.  Ben, Jo and Ted have settled in really well.  Ben is establishing a 
great relationships with Hawkedon School 
Christmas was great – thanks to all involved 
St Nicolas already has a reputation locally for being sensitive and supportive 
when taking funerals.  The ministry team are working to improve things further 
Neil will continue in his role as Assistant Area Dean for 2 more years 
Thank You! 
Thank you to the St Nicolas Over 50s Club for its donation of £200 to St 
Nicolas Church 
Electoral Roll and Annual Meeting 
There are a lot of new faces at St Nicolas, which is great.  Why not invite them 
to join our Electoral Roll and database? 
We’d like to encourage more people to come and ask questions at our annual 
meetings which are taking place on Sunday 13 March.  If you have any ideas or if 
there’s something you’d like to be discussed at the meeting, please contact PCC 
Secretary Wendy Neale 
The will be some PCC and Deanery Synod vacancies.  Anyone interested in 
serving St Nicolas Church in this way should have a word with Kate Hubbard 
Finance and Stewardship 
Good news: our pledged giving has increased by over £9,000 (just under 
£12,000 with Gift Aid).  If you still haven’t returned your form, please do, even 
if you giving is remaining the same.  There are spare forms in church 
More good news: it looks like we are ending 2015 with a surplus.  Our annual 
accounts will be displayed in church from the end of February 
Summer Fun Day 

• Saturday 16 July – contact Ben or Peter Kemm if you’d like to get 
involved 

Adult Discipleship 
The team are looking at various new ways to support us as we grow in 
discipleship, including mentoring programmes, courses and establishing 
additional Home Groups 
Admin Assistant 
Interviews are taking place in early February 
Due to the lack of space in the Sacristy (current office) we are looking at 
moving to the Vestry.  Wendy has been talking to all interested parties.  If you 
have any concerns, please contact her 



Outward Giving for 2016 
10% of our pledged income will be split three ways:  
Jubilee Centre, Zambia.  We are part way through a 3 year commitment to 
support them 
Communicare – we have been supporting this valuable advice service, based 
near Cemetery Junction, for the past 3 years.  PCC agreed to begin another 3 
year commitment  
Of the remaining third, £600 will go to Reading Street Pastors; the rest to The 
Amos Trust Malnutrition Project in Gaza 
Music Group 
Nico Seal who has resigned as Music Group leader to go travelling- thanks for 
all his hard work.  Thanks also to Sally Head and Helen Warwick who will 
jointly lead the group 
 
Next meetings 
Sunday 7 February  – after the 10am Service – An Extraordinary Meeting to 
approve the accounts prior to our annual meetings 
Wednesday 24 February – Extraordinary meeting to approve the latest design 
and costings for our building project 
13 March Annual Church Meetings, followed by first meeting of the new PCC 
 
Wendy Neale 
PCC Secretary 
 
Full minutes of meetings are available in the office on request 

 

 

 

On the following page see some memories of Christmas with pictures 
of the St Nicolas Nativity and its travels around Earley. 

 

 

 



Project Paddington 
 
The following text is a report Emma received about the project on 14.1.16. 
 
Thank you so much! 
 
The work you did for Project Paddington's teddy project was 
brilliant. From small beginnings as a Facebook group at the 
start of September, the project grew to hundreds of schools 
and groups nationally, all wanting to show their support for 
refugees 
How many teddies? 
We estimate that Project Paddington has sent 25,000 teddies with welcome 
notes to refugee children in the UK, Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan. 
The teddies came from all over the UK - they were part of picnics, carried by 
children in onesies, at the front of harvest festivals and blessed by bishops. It 
was incredible. 
The teddies that have gone to UK projects or to Lebanon have already arrived.  
The ones on their way to Iraq are in a truck with lots of other aid and will be 
arriving shortly.  The massive shipping container is on its way to Jordan and will 
arrive shortly too!  We will share photos of the teddy deliveries once we have 
them.  At the end of this letter are a few photos of teddy collections, teddies 
being delivered in Lebanon and the shipping container and truck getting packed 
up for Iraq and Jordan. 
Where did the money go? 
Project Paddington is staffed entirely by volunteers and thanks to our good 
friends at Travis Perkins Boden and Hermes, we only spent 45p per bear on 
delivery (less than a 1st class stamp!) The rest of the money (over £40,000 of it) 
has gone to help refugees. 

  Over £38,000 went to Tearfund's Refugee Crisis 
  Fund. The money bought food parcels, hygiene  
  goods, sleeping bags, temporary toilets and 
  shower blocks for refugees arriving on the Greek 
  islands of Chios, Samos and Kos. 
 

Peter Arthern, Tearfund's European Refugee Programmes Officer said: 
"The people receiving them arrive with little or nothing.  I've seen refugees 
arriving at registration centres carrying holdalls and bin liners with the few 
possessions they could muster before fleeing their homes. 
"Hygiene kits, which include items such as soap, shampoo and toothpaste, are 
really important for refugees who might have just one pair of clothes and are 
staying in basic accommodation with large groups of people." 
Project Paddington money raised for Tearfund also provided hot meals to 
refugees staying in a sports stadium in Athens and medical support in Hungary. 
"Many had arrived in the country with foot and leg injuries after walking 
for days in inadequate footwear, so needed access to treatment," says 
Ahern.  "We also learnt quickly about refugees' food needs. 
Instead of giving out foodstuffs that needed cooking or detailed preparation, we 
provided food that was easy to eat while on the move." 
 
However, the majority of the money was spent in the Middle East. 
 
"Unlike those that have escaped to Europe, these 
people are much poorer and have limited means to 
support their families, which makes Tearfund's supply 
for refugees in Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan all the more 
vital," says Ahern.  "We've been enabling families to 
find accommodation, as well  
as supplying food, clean water, hygiene kits and 
shelter materials." 
 
Once again, thank you so much for your help.  We are constantly amazed by 
how much people really do want to show their support for refugees. 
 
Well done. We are children helping children and you have made a difference. 
 
The Project Paddington Team 



ST NICOLAS BUILDING PROJECT 
 
The Building Project Team have been working hard since their appointment in 
September last year. 
 
Following the PCC's approval of the concept scheme last year and the 
presentation to the congregation the Group co-ordinated all the comments 
received in respect of the proposed plans and as far as possible these are being 
incorporated into the new scheme. 
 
The lead architect from JBKS left the Practice but following meetings with them 
we were satisfied that they were still the firm to take the matter forward with 
us. 
 
The Working Group have then proceeded to work closely with the architects 
in honing and hopefully improving the proposals put before the Parish last year.  
This inevitably has taken longer than we had hoped. 
 
The Group are now awaiting final concept plans which should be received 
within the next two weeks following which we will get this final scheme re-
costed and it will go before the PCC later in February for their approval. 
 
On the assumption that the approval is forthcoming we can initiate with the 
architects the planning process.  It is common nowadays before a formal 
application is submitted that there is a pre-application consultation with the 
Local Planning Authority.  This is normally confidential between the applicant 
and the Local Authority, in this case Wokingham Borough, and gives them the 
opportunity to comment early on the proposals.  This can take up to two 
months. 
 
Detailed plans will then need to be prepared thereafter and it is not anticipated 
that a full planning application can be submitted much before September 2016.  
The application process is likely to take between 8 to 10 weeks and therefore it 
is anticipated that all being well we should have consent before the end of this 
year. 
 
Plans will be made available to the congregation once PCC approval is obtained 
and regular updates will be given on the progress of the application. 
 
Charles Hubbard - Project Working Group 
 

Feeding the children of Gaza 
 
In November Rod and I were invited to go with a small team to Al Ahli 
Hospital, one of Amos Trust’s partners in Gaza, to ask about their work and 
find out how we can support them.   
 
We set about some research and went off to Gaza armed with lots of facts 
about it:   
• It’s smaller than the Isle of Wight: 25 miles long by only 5 miles wide 

• An astonishing 1.8 million people live there, making it one of the most 
densely populated places on the planet 

• Gaza has been under siege since 2007, meaning that supplies can’t easily 
get in and Gazans are unable to get out of the tiny strip without 
negotiating an incredibly complicated permit system 

• 80% of Gazans are dependent on humanitarian aid 

• 10% Gazan children are malnourished and 30% are anaemic.   
 
More of that later. 
 
A grim picture, and although we have visited Israel and the West Bank often, we 
were prepared for the worst. 
 
No sooner had we entered Gaza by the one remaining road entrance, Erez 
crossing, and made the twenty minute journey to Gaza City, than we were 
whisked into a whistle-stop tour of Al Ahli Christian Hospital by the Director, 
Ms Suhaila Tarazi and Dr Maher Ayyad, Medical Director.  
 
The work the hospital is undertaking is very impressive: regular surgery, 
a burns unit for children, physiotherapy for victims of the 2014 war, 
psychosocial support for children and adults who are suffering trauma as a result 
of the war and a comprehensive breast screening service.  Of the 1.8 million 
population, only 1300 are Christian.  It was challenging and humbling to speak 
with these staff, who are wholly committed to showing Christ’s love in serving 
the poorest people in Gaza, regardless of their religion. 
 
Perhaps the most impressive department of all was the children’s malnutrition 
clinic.  Some more depressing statistics:  
 
57% of Gazans live in families which are ‘food insecure’ by WHO 
standards – they simply do not have enough to eat 



the unemployment rate is the highest in the world at 43% and 60% for youths 
90% of the water is contaminated and unsafe. 
 
30% of the children who are seen in the Al Ahli clinic are 
malnourished. This might be due entirely to poverty and food insecurity, but 
tests are always performed and very often there are parasites or infection 
present in the children from the contaminated water and they need treatment 
for this alongside dietary help. 
 

 
Women and babies waiting 

Mariam is one year old and is one of the children on the malnutrition 
programme. 180-200 children are treated every three months.  You can see 
from her chart that she weighed only 7.41 kg (16.5 lbs) when she began 
attending the clinic.  This is very low indeed for a child of her age.  However, 
after five weeks she had gained over a kilo and had also grown three 
centimetres in height.  Dr Su’ad Obed the nutritionist was highly skilled.  We 
watched her conduct an interview with Mariam’s mother, beginning with a 
discussion of what foods were available in the home rather than some 
unrealistic ideal.  As well as advice, fortified biscuits are given to supplement the 
children’s diet. 
 

 
Mariam and mother and nutritionist;                     Mariam’s weight chart 
 
So, we came to Gaza with a handful of heartbreaking statistics and a 
sense of apprehension but we came away from Gaza with our heads 
and hearts full of the extraordinary people we had met there.  There is 
an Arabic word ‘sumud’ which roughly means ‘steadfastness’.  Many Palestinians I 
have met over the years in Israel and the West Bank possess this quality.  To 
quote the singer Martyn Joseph, they do not have ‘the luxury of despair’.  Life has 
to continue under the Israeli Occupation, whatever the circumstances. 
However, to see these embattled and imprisoned people demonstrating this 
amount of resilience and positivity was inspirational. 
 
Mariam’s progress is one small instance of the huge success of the malnutrition 
programme.  The treatment is free to patients but there is obviously a cost to 
Al Ahli Hospital, which they have asked Amos to help with.  £150 covers one 
child’s treatment for the whole three months.  It’s great that St Nicolas 
have agreed to support Al Ahli Hospital for 2016 in this fantastic 
project. 
 
Lindsey Sharpe 
 
Amos Trust, St Clement's, 1 St Clement’s Court, London EC4N 7HB 
Telephone & Email: 
020 7588 2638 | office@amostrust.org 

 
 



 

Count me in! 
The St Nicolas Electoral Roll 2016 

 

The Electoral Roll is the membership list for everyone engaged in the life of St Nicolas 

Church, and by joining you are saying that you are part of all the good things that are going 

on here. 

One distinct benefit of being on the Electoral Roll is that you can vote at our annual 
meeting, held this year on 13 March.  There, we elect members to the church council 
which meets throughout the year to take decisions on your behalf about how the work of 
St Nicolas church is carried out.  It’s also the ‘official’ number we report to the Diocese. 
 
There are no downsides – we won’t be asking anything else of you by being on the list. 

 
The last day for returning the form is 21 February when the Roll closes.  The new Roll will 
then be displayed for error correction but no new names can be added until after the 
APCM on 13 March. 

 
Everyone is welcome to take part in everything that goes on at St Nicolas, whether you are on the 
Electoral Roll or not.  If you decide not to join the roll, please complete one of the yellow contact 

details forms so we can keep in touch. 
 
If you completed a form last year 
Thank You! This year we are revising the Electoral Roll so just check your details are 
correct on the copy of the Roll on the noticeboard. You don’t need to fill in another form 
 
I’m new – how do I join? 
Complete one of the white forms and place it in the box at the back of the church.  There 
are certain rules on the form.  If you’re not sure, please ask.  If you aren’t going to be able 
to get to church, just contact Wendy in the office. 

 
How do I withdraw from the Roll? 
Contact Wendy in the Office and she’ll remove your name from the Roll. 
 
The yellow contact details forms 
By filling in one of these forms, you allow us to hold your details on our database.  You’ll 
receive occasional correspondence from St Nicolas and for those on email, a weekly 
update.  You can also choose to have your details published in the St Nicolas Directory. 
 
Help! 

Worry not - talk to Wendy in the Office, who is also our Electoral Roll Officer, 
or to churchwardens Kate Hubbard or Peter Kemm 
 
 



The St Nicolas Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
And Annual Meeting of Parishioners 

 
Sunday 13 March 2016 at 11.30am 

after the 10 o’clock service 
 
This is our annual opportunity to review the year, ask questions and elect 
churchwardens and council members.  There are in fact two meetings that take 
place one after another: 
 

• Annual Meeting of Parishioners where we elect our two 
churchwardens for the year.  This meeting is open to anyone who is on 
the Electoral Roll or who lives in the parish 

 

• APCM where we look at the St Nicolas reports and accounts, and elect 
members to our Parochial Church Council (PCC,) to represent the views 
of the congregation in church decision making.  This year there we will be 
electing: 

 
o 3 PCC members for a term of 3 years 
o 1 PCC member for a term of 1 year 
o 1 PCC member for a term of 2 years 
o I Deanery Synod Representative, who is also a member of our PCC, for 1 year   

 
If you are interested in becoming involved, have a word with one of the church 
wardens.  Nomination forms will be put up on 12 February 
The APCM is open to everyone on our Electoral Roll.  It’s your meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year we want to make it more interactive, more accessible, and address 
more of the topics that interest you.  So please contact any member of our 
PCC or Wendy in the Office with questions, ideas to share or topics you’d like 
to know more about.  There will be cake! 

 
 

 

Bring and Share Lunch 
Sunday 14 February 
after the 10 o’clock service 
to celebrate Ted Kautzer’s 
baptism 
 
Everyone is invited.  Sign up in church or contact Wendy in the office if you 
won’t be able to get in to do that.  There’s also a list of suggested food items to 
bring.  Help to set up and tidy away on the day would be most appreciated. 
 
For more info contact Wendy in the Office or lunch co-ordinators Shirley and 
Roy Pyall. 



ST NICOLAS MOTHERS' UNION 
 

As this is the first newsletter of 2016, the MU send a belated wish to our 
members and their families for a happy and healthy 2016 
 
Looking back briefly to 2015, out Advent/Christmas service was as always 
enjoyed by all who came.  We welcomed many visitors from local MU branches 
at other local churches, including the Wesleyan Methodist Church Reading as 
well as friends and neighbours from Earley.  Neil conducted the service and it 
was a lovely start to the Christmas season. A collection and raffle raised 
£186.74 for the Duchess of Kent Hospice. 
 
Our January meeting was held on January 12 and was opened by Maggie with 
prayers and the hymn "All creatures of our God and King" - very appropriate as 
our speaker was Jackie Robertson, a worker from the Battersea Cats' and Dogs' 
Home.  She had been a volunteer for ten years and worked one day a week as a 
"cat socializer", working to get rescued cats used to people before attempting 
to rehome them. She also visited college and schools and groups like us. 
 
With the aid of slides she gave us a history of the Battersea home which was 
started in 1860 by Mary Tealby as a temporary home for starving 
dogs.  When living in Hull she met William Wilberforce, founder of the RSPCA, 
and together they were concerned about the number of dogs on the streets of 
our cities. 
 
Two years later Charles Dickens, who was then a journalist, wrote a newspaper 
article in support of the new home, which in 1872 moved from temporary 
accommodation to Battersea where it has remained ever since. 
 
In 1883 the home started taking in cats, and in 1914 cared for 100 dogs in 
preparation for Ernest Shackleton's Antarctic expedition.  Battersea dogs were 
invaluable during both world wars and in 1956 the Queen became the patron.  
Prince Michael of Kent became a very active and interested president in 1984 
and in 2010 on the 150th anniversary Battersea 'Resident' Larry the cat moved 
into 10 Downing Street. 
 
Jackie explained that their mission was never to turn away a dog or cat in need 
of their help, and since 1860 have cared for more than 3.1million dogs and cats.  
On average 13 dogs and 8 cats arrive at the centres each day and at any one 
time 400 dogs and 250 cats are being cared for. The centres try to reunite the 
animals with their owners or if that is impossible try to rehome them.  The 

future task is to raise awareness of key animal welfare issues and to continue 
with the good work in spite of ever increasing costs 
 
Jackie was a very inspiring and interesting speaker and we thank her for coming 
to visit us. 
 
Maggie reported that 54 emergency packs had been taken to the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital on our behalf by Pat Cocks and Ruth delivered 8 blankets to 
the Duchess of Kent Hospice.  Thank you to Pat and Ruth and all who 
contributed. 
 
Our programme for 2016 is now complete thanks to Denise Rees our new 
"Programmes Organiser" and we have a lot of interesting and varied afternoons 
in store. 
 
NEXT MEETING:         Tuesday 9 February 
SPEAKER                    Representative from Citizens Advice Bureau 
TOPIC                         Saving on Energy 
 
We hope you will join us - you will be most welcome. 
 
We send our love and good wishes to Ann Northeast and hope she will soon 
be back with us after her long spell in hospital 
 
Valerie Edgeworth. 



Fairtrade Fortnight                                             
29 February – 13 March 2016 
 
“Before you finish eating your breakfast in the morning, 
you’ve depended on more than half the world… We 
aren’t going to have peace on earth until we recognise 
this basic fact of the interrelated structure of all reality”                   
Martin Luther King 
 
Coffee from Africa, tea from India, bananas from Central America, apricots 
from Pakistan, oranges from Brazil….  We all like to enjoy a health breakfast but 
according to the Fairtrade Foundation:  “It’s a scandal that the people who grow 
the food we take for granted can’t always feed their own families.”  In fact it’s 
estimated about 795 million people in the world are undernourished, and a 
contributing factor is that many farmers in the developing world are unable to 
afford to feed their families. 
 
As you know, Fairtrade works by making sure companies pay a fairer price for 
what people grow.  We are a committed Fairtrade church, using fairly traded 
tea, coffee, sugar, biscuits, loo roll, kitchen towels, washing up liquid and 
communion wine.  And many members of the church support Fairtrade when 
you got out shopping – thank you.  But why not add a little extra Fairtrade 
sunshine to your breakfast this Fairtrade Fortnight and try something new? 
 
We’ll be marking the start of Fairtrade Fortnight in our 10 o’clock service on 28 
February and Pam Thompson will be joining us with her Traidcraft stall.  Wendy 
is planning to have a regular Traidcraft stall at St Nicolas on the last Wednesday 
and last Sunday of each month (unless it’s a festival service).  If anyone is 
interested in helping, please get in touch. 
 
A Prayer for Fairtrade Fortnight 
 
Creator God, 
You created a beautiful world for all your children. 
As we taste and smell the fruits of this creation 

 
Help us to live in partnership of love and support to those who produce our 
food and drink 
So we might enable others to feed their families and create a sustainable future. 
 
Amen 
 
 

 

 

Pictures from the Fairtrade Foundation 

 

 
My Journey 

 
Have you see the "My Journey" newsletter at the back of the church? 
 
It includes information on the new Winnersh Triangle Park and Ride, various 
initiatives by the My Journey Team to encourage sustainable journeys and 
information about Bikeability training - lists dates for Balance Bike to help 
children of 3+ and also for Learn to Ride for children of 5+ 
 
There is also information about the new bus along the Wokingham Road -Lion 
4/X4. 
 
 
PATCHWORK CLASSES: Tutor Rachel Freegard - Lower Earley Library -
Saturday March 5 and 12   , 10am to 12noon.  £5 per session plus cost of 
materials. 
 
 
 
 



Outward Giving - Update and Thanks 
 
Many thanks to those who made suggestions about our outward giving.  There 
were 9 suggestions – two large charities which are Berkshire-wide, four smaller 
ones local to Reading/Wokingham, one very small national charity and two 
overseas.  All were very worthy causes.   
 

In discussion at JPEG we preferred that our giving enhances the overall vision of 
St Nicolas, encourages church members to become further involved with the 
charity, and supports links that we already have at St Nicolas. We also preferred 
smaller charities where our contribution may be more significant and also 
charities that enable the wider church to contribute to meeting the needs of 
others.  
 
JPEG therefore made a recommendation which was enthusiastically endorsed by 
the PCC. 
 

We continue to support CommuniCare in Reading for another 3 years.  This 
organization does really valuable work in giving advice and help to people in 
Reading and also to people from our parish.  Marjory Codling works there as a 
volunteer and is also now a trustee and will be writing more about this.   
 

We will also give a smaller amount to Street Pastors in Reading working on 
weekend evenings with young people on the streets of Reading (and now on the 
trains as well).  A number of people from St Nic’s have visited their teams and 
are thinking of joining them.   
 

We will make a donation through Amos Trust towards the malnutrition 
programme of the Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza.  This is run by the Anglican 
Diocese of Jerusalem.  Rod and Lindsey Sharpe visited there in November and 
saw that there is a significant and increasing problem with malnutrition in 
children which the programme is effectively addressing.   
 

We will also be continuing our 3 year commitment to the Jubilee Centre in 
Zambia, and thus indirectly helping the people of Christian Kings Church, 
which a team from St Nicolas will be visiting this summer. 
 
Again, thank you to everyone who made suggestions and to everyone who gives 
to St Nicolas.  It is good for us to be able to make such gifts and we will be 
hearing more about these causes during the year. 
 
Steve Brown 

 

ENVELOPES FOR REGULAR GIVING 
 
Thank you to everyone who donates to St Nicolas.  Pledges from our 2015/16 
campaign are up, which is good news.  If you haven't already returned a 
Stewardship form, please consider doing so: it enables us to better plan and 
budget throughout the year if we know what our income is likely to be. 
 
Everyone who gives regularly using envelopes (rather than by Standing 
Order) should have received them by now.  If you haven't please contact 
Liz Fielding our Finance and Gift Aid Administrator on 0118 937 1016 or leave a 
note for her in the pigeonholes.  If you have received a set of envelopes and 
weren't expecting them, also please let us know. 
 
Envelopes for regular giving are buff coloured, and we supply you with a set for 
the year.  Each has a number that is unique to each individual - these numbers 
may change year by year.  If you give regularly using the blue envelopes found in 
the back of pews also please contact us - we can make your life easier by issuing 
you with your own set of regular giving envelopes. 
 
Please be assured that only a handful of people at St Nicolas know who is a 
regular giver; an even smaller number know how much is given.  None of the 
clergy are involved at all.  All financial information is treated with utmost 
confidentiality. 
Wendy 

 
 

Hymn of the month 
All my hope on God is founded (HON 19) 

 
'All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true.' 
 
Thus begins that splendid hymn by Robert Bridges, and could there be a more 
confident expression of the grounds of our faith and of the constancy and 
goodness of God? Throughout the hymn we are reminded of Gods power 
 
('But God's power hour by hour is my temple and my tower': verse 2) 
 



his wisdom and splendour 
 
('deep his wisdom, passing thought: splendour, light and life attend him': verse 3)  
 
and his generosity  
 
('Daily doth the almighty giver bounteous gifts on us bestow' verse 4) 
 
And finally we are invited to praise him – for all these things, certainly, but 
above all for the gift of Christ his son and the confidence that gives us: 
'Still from man to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call 
one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall.' 
 
Robert Bridges (1844-1930) has strong Berkshire connections. He lived for 
several years at Yattendon on the Berkshire Downs, and married the daughter 
of the architect Alfred Waterhouse (who designed Reading Town Hall, Reading 
School, and several other buildings in the area). He began his career as a doctor, 
and practised medicine until ill-health forced him to give it up in his late thirties. 
His career as a poet thus began relatively late in life, though he achieved 
sufficient distinction to be appointed Poet Laureate in 1913. 
 
But this hymn is only partly Bridges' work: it is heavily based on an original hymn 
by the seventeenth-century Calvinist pastor Joachim Neander (1650-1680), best 
known today for his hymn 'Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation'.  
This may account partly for Bridges' deliberate choice of an archaic style and for 
a slightly unusual metre (8787337) and rhyming scheme (where lines two and 
four rhyme, and lines five, six and seven rhyme – but lines one and three don't). 
 
The tune, with its sweeping melody and rich harmonies, is by Herbert Howells 
(1892-1983), well-known for his church music, but actually a versatile composer 
of great distinction in many fields. 
 

For some reason the editors of Hymns Old and New have omitted verse four, 
and made a slight alteration to verse five which unfortunately rather weakens 
the poetry – but nevertheless the hymn remains a beautifully constructed and 
powerful song of affirmation and praise. 
 We shall be singing the hymn on Sunday 21 February. 
 
Peter Durrant 
 
 

FUNERALS 

 

11 January       21 January 

 

Eileen Guild       Jan Margaret Guise 
Harrington Close      Austen House 
Lower Earley       Lower Earley 
 

 
On Saturday February 27th...... 
 
....there will be  The Stop Trident demo.  Supported by a large number of 
charities, this aims to give voice to the misgivings of many.  Put the date in your 
diaries.   
For more information see http://paxchristi.org.uk/?s=stop+trident 
 
 
Stop Trident National Rally 
27/02/2016 @ 11:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Hinde Street Methodist Church 
Hinde St 
Marylebone, London W1U 
UK 
 
  
Pax Christi is supporting a major national demonstration called by the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) to Stop Trident, Britain’s nuclear 
weapons system.  We want to make sure that this will be the biggest protest 
against nuclear weapons in a generation, we need your help. 
 



Join us on the day:  We are organising a gathering for interfaith prayer at 11.00 
am at Hinde Street Methodist Church, Hinde Street, London. We will then join 
the march under the banner ‘No Faith in Trident’… but do bring your own 
peace/Church/community banner!   The march will end in Trafalgar Square. 
 
Supporting organisations: Compass, Fellowship of Reconciliation, The Green Party of 
England & Wales, Greenpeace, International Peace Bureau, Medact, Muslim 
Association of Britain, Pax Christi, People’s Assembly Against Austerity, Quakers, Stop 
the War, Veterans for Peace, War on Want, Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom: WILPF. 
 
Steve and Margaret Brown are planning on going, as are some others. 
http://paxchristi.org.uk/event/stop-trident-national-rally/ 
 
 
 

RUN EARLEY 
 

Date: 20th March 2016 
 

Start Time: 10:30am 
 

Starts @ Laurel Park, Earley. 
 

Distance: 10k (6.2 miles) over mixed terrain 
 

Entry Fee: £17* 
 

Chip Timing 
 

Medal for all finishers 
 

Prizes for 1/2/3rd Male & Female and 1st over 50 Male/Female 
Bag Drop/Changing Facilities/Refreshments available 

 
*includes £2 donation to Alexander Devine Charity but excludes online entry 
fees 
 
More information: http://www.runearley.co.uk/urbanx/2016-earley-10-urbanx/ 

 



Some International February dates 
 

1 February -  Pray and Fast for the Climate 
1 February  - BMS Day of Prayer  (info from BMS World Mission) 
7 February  -  Church Action on Poverty Sunday 
Theme "Bread broken for all: securing the right to food 
Materials from Church Action on Poverty 
7 or 14 February  -  Freedom Sunday 
(Against modern slavery)   
Materials from Church of England, Stop the Traffik, Tearfund, CCOW 
8 - 13 February  -  People and Planet "Go Green Week" 
National week of climate action for school, colleges, universities 
Info from People and Planet 
10 February 2016: Ash Wednesday 
12 February  -  Red Hand Day 
Campaign/pray for an end to use of child soldiers 
Material from Child Soldier International, CCOW 
13/14 or 20/21 February  -  CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
Materials from CAFOD 
18 February  -  Uganda General Election 
20 February  -  World Day of Social Justice 
Info from the UN; opportunity for prayer and action on a range of social justice 
issues 
29 February - 13 March  -  Fair Trade fortnight 
Materials from the Fairtrade Foundation, Traidcraft and CCOW 
 

Another item 
 

People in Earley are invited to an informal lunch to discuss integration 
and cohesion in our community.  Venue: St Peter's Hall, Saturday 6 
February between midday and 3pm.  Drop in at any time, bring some food to 
share. 
 
 

 
 

Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 
 

Wokingham Library Items 
Library Fest, launching on World Book Day 3 March and running till World 
book night on April 23. 
www.wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/libraryfest 
Family Wedding Pictures and Bridal Fashions 1830-1950 - An illustrated 
talk with Jayne Shrimpton. £3 charge. Wokingham Library March 3 from 2-3pm 
Shakespeare Theatre Show for the family - The Twelfth Night by The 
Enchanted Players for all the family.£5 per person Wokingham Library on March 
30, 2-3.30pm and Woodley Library April 4, 2-3.30 
Beaded Delights: Tutor - Caroline Marriott - 4 stand alone workshops 
covering a variety of simple but decorative techniques - February 4, 11, 18 and 
25 from 2-4pm at Lower Earley Library £5 per session.  0118 9312150. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************* 
The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 
necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 
with, why not write a counter- piece? 
******************************************************************************************************* 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.02.2016 
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

 



DATES 
Mon 1        9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 2        7.30  Open Door Retreat 
Wed 3      11.00  Communion & Coffee 
         7.45 Singing Group 
Thur 4        2.00 Over 50s Club 
Sun 7  Next Before Lent TTT 
         8.00 Communion 
       10.00  Parish Communion 
       12.00  PPP - God is love 
Mon 8        9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 9        2.15 MU - Speaker from CAB 
          on Saving Energy 
         7.30 Open Door Retreat 
Wed 10  Ash Wednesday 
       11.00  Communion & Coffee 
         7.30 Holy Communion with  
          Ashing 
         7.45 Singing Group 
Thur 11        2.00 Over 50s Club 
Sun 14  1st Sunday of Lent 
         8.00 Communion 
       10.00  Everyone Together 
Service led by Adult Discipleship team to mark start of Lent and to include 
Ted's baptism, followed by Bring and Share Lunch (see poster) 
15 - 19 Feb School Half-Term Holidays 
Mon 15        9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Wed 17      11.00  Communion & Coffee 
         7.45 Singing Group 
Thur 18        2.00 Over 50s Cub 
Sun 21  2nd Sunday of Lent 
         8.00 Communion 
       10.00  Parish Communion 
Mon 22        9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tue 23        7.30 Open Door Retreat 

DATES (cont) 
Wed 24      11.00  Communion & Coffee 
         7.45 Singing Group 
Thur 25         2.00 Over 50s Club 
         7.30 Lent Talk at Rustic Cafe 
Sun 28  3rd Sunday of Lent 
   Service to mark start of Fair Trade Fortnight 
         8.00 Communion 
       10.00  Parish Communion 
         7.30 Craft and Chat 
29th February - 13 March  Fair Trade Fortnight 
 
 
Weekly at St Nics     Fortnightly at St Nics 
 
Noah's Ark @ St Nics    Home Groups - daytime or 
Community Choir     evening on different days 
Singing Group      Interested?  Contact Libby 
Over 50s Club      on 0118 321 8322 
 
Monthly at St Nics 
 
Men's Curry Club 
Ladies Pub Night 
People, Prayers and Potatoes 
Craft and Chat 



CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Curate 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
 
Curate 
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8209 
 
Associate Clergy 
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Wendy is in the office on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 9.30am 
to 3.00pm during school term times. 
 
Churchwardens 
Kate Hubbard 0118 986 9907 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0118 967 8902 
 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Covenanting Secretary 
Liz Fielding 0118 937 1016 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Bookings 
Eleanor Gunbie 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 


