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Remembering: The ‘Altared Spaces’ of God 
 
“Human beings may separate things into as many piles as we wish – separating spirit from flesh, sacred from 
secular, church from world. But we should not be surprised when God does not recognize the distinctions we make 
between the two. Earth is so thick with divine possibility that it is a wonder we can walk anywhere without cracking 
our shins on altars.” 
– Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith 
 

Three months into my new life as a curate and I’ve found myself doing a lot of 
thinking about altars. At St Nicolas, the whole building is oriented towards a 
beautifully carved wooden table. It’s a symbol of God’s presence, but also a 
place of memory and promise. This ‘altared space’ reminds us that Christ is with 
us and that his Spirit is for us, does it not?  
 

But that’s not the only altar I have in mind. 
 

Throughout Scripture, we read time and time again of men and women caught 
in desperate situations, who turned to the Lord in their moment of need and 
experienced the liberating power of God. Noah, Abraham, Jacob, and Moses, all 
– having witnessed God’s faithfulness – stopped to give thanks. They set up 
altars to the Lord in the wilderness. Each of them marked the earth with 
physical reminders of what God had done. From that moment on, every time 
they journeyed past Shechem or Bethel or Rephidim they would see their altar 
and remember that here God had showed up. 
 

After years (generations even) of noticing and naming and thanksgiving, this 
ancient desert landscape became littered with markers of a remarkable journey 
kept in the company of God. 
 

I have been thinking about my own altars. Where are those physical places – 
gardens, park benches, churches, streets, streams, hillside paths – that remind 
me of moments in my life when I experienced something of God’s faithfulness? 
When did God’s light break through a dark and challenging circumstance in my 

past? Who are those people whom Christ placed in my life to help me weather 
a storm? When the waters swell around me, what are the anchors that tether 
my faith? 
 

Barbara Brown Taylor, an American Episcopalian priest and theologian, talks 
about the importance of discovering God in ordinary things. She describes this 
habit of attentiveness as a kind of spiritual discipline – learning to see God’s 
altars in the world. The Psalmist writes: 
 
  Seek the Lord and his strength; 
   seek his presence continually. 
  Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
   his miracles, and the judgements he has uttered …  
           (Ps 105: 4-5) 
 

When the going gets tough, where are these ‘altared spaces’ to which we can 
return and remember the works he has done? Do we notice them? Do we name 
them? Do we punctuate the landscape of our journeys of faith with signposts of 
God’s activity, even in ordinary things? 
 

The summer months have passed and the autumn trees are flaming into colour 
in the turn towards winter. This time of year is a season of remembrance. At All 
Souls we remember those who have died and are now at rest in God’s eternal 
love. On Remembrance Day we take a moment to pause and reflect on those 
who have lost their lives in war. These are significant ‘altar’ moments, are they 
not? 
 

But this season also invites us all to notice and remember where God has been at 
work in the everyday. As we return – if only in our mind’s eye – to those 
places, people, and events that have shaped our journey of faith, I would 
encourage us find a moment to pause and give thanks for God’s faithfulness, his 
trustworthiness, and his goodness. May we use this time to attend to our altars 
in the world. 
 

  Even the sparrow finds a home 
   and the swallow a nest for herself, 
   where she may lay her young, 
  at your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
   my King and my God. 
        (Ps 84:3) 
 

Amen. 
Ben 
 





 

HALO Holiday Club 
 

Over the three days 46 primary school aged children and 9 preschoolers and 
toddlers came and heard about how Jesus is a light in their lives.  The team of 6 
adults and 6 young people ran games, craft, drama and songs providing a fun and 
relaxed atmosphere for everyone.  My highlight was seeing the stillness of the 
children as they received the light of Jesus by the lighting of their candles. 

 
Huge thanks to Miriam for the vision for this 
HALO holiday club and the hard work that she 
put into bringing this about in order to share 
the light of Jesus to the children in our 

community. 
 

 
 

 
 

'Ride and Stride' for the Berkshire Churches Trust, 2015 
 
On the second Saturday in September, thousands of people up and down the 
country set out on foot and by bicycle to visit as many churches as they could 
manage in the day. They were doing this as part of a national event known as 
'Ride and Stride', to raise money for their local Churches Trust – money that 
would go directly to support churches needing to raise funds for repairs, 
restorations or improvements. This year, I was one of those people. 
 
Earlier in the year, I had been elected as Chairman of the Royal County of 
Berkshire Churches Trust, and as the Trust promotes the event in Berkshire I 
felt I should take an active part. It proved rather enjoyable. 
 
After a chilly start, the day warmed up nicely, and apart from a few drops of rain 
around lunchtime it remained dry. 
 
I started in west Reading at 10.00 and finished in east Reading at 2.30, having 
walked between six and seven miles and visited 16 churches. One of the 
pleasures of the day was being reminded how many very fine churches there are 
in Reading.  
 
Among others, I called into the gloriously proportioned All Saints Downshire 
Square; Holy Trinity, with its magnificent screen (by Pugin, and brought from St 
Chad's Roman Catholic cathedral in Birmingham); Pugin's rare Romanesque 
church of St James; the Minster; St Giles; Woodyer's magnificent Christ Church; 
and St Luke, where I was able to admire the splendid set of stained glass 
windows by C E Kempe.  The other pleasure was the warmth of the welcome 
given by the stewards at the various churches.   
 
The Berkshire Churches Trust gives grants to churches of all Christian 
denominations in Berkshire, and to churches of all ages. We at St Nicolas 
benefitted from a grant towards repairs to our roof in 1998.  Since it was 
founded in 1984, the Trust has made nearly 200 grants totalling almost 
£450,000. Some of its income comes from individual subscriptions (we have 
many generous subscribers, but are always looking to recruit more!), but Ride 
and Stride makes an important contribution.  
 
In 2014 we raised over £17,000. This year, with your generous help and that of 
other sponsors, I was able to raise £682. Thank you very much. 
 
Peter Durrant  



 
 
 

 
         Weekends of 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, & 20th 
            Tuesday 22nd & Wednesday 23rd December 
 

 

An Open Door Retreat 
at St Nicolas 
 
 
 
 
Starting in January next year we will  
be putting on another Open Door  
Retreat.  We have done these a number of times  
in the past and many have found them very helpful.. 
 
 
What is a retreat? 
A retreat is setting aside time and making space to be quiet and still, and spend 
time with God in prayer and reflection.  We all need such an opportunity at one 
time or another to take stock of where we are, and to focus on God.   
 

“An unreflected live is a wasted life.” 
Dag Hammerskjold 

 
 
Open Door? 
Many of us simply cannot make the time to go away to a retreat centre for a 
week or more.  An Open Door retreat gives an opportunity for us to make a 
retreat during our day to day lives at home.   
 

It is an invitation from Jesus.  The name “Open Door” is taken from the image 
in Revelation 3:20 
 

“Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; 
if you hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to you and eat with you, 

and you with me.” 



What are the benefits? 
An Open Door Retreat can be of tremendous value, resulting in a deepening of 
prayer and a growth in awareness of God’s presence and love, in our ordinary 
world.  And the sharing of our experiences of prayer with others can be a 
source of new insight and inspiration. 
 

So what is involved? 
It involves a commitment to three things: 
to setting aside at least fifteen minutes every day in a place of your choice for 
personal reflective prayer using the materials that will be given you.   
to coming to a two-hour session once a week for nine consecutive weeks 
where you will meet together with the others who are doing the retreat.  It is 
important to make all the sessions if at all possible.  Here you will be given 
Scriptures and other texts for use in the coming week. 
to sharing something of your experience of prayer with the group. 
 

A group? 
The weekly sessions will be led by Steve and Margaret Brown.  They will also be 
making the retreat with you.  They will both be available if you need help, a 
listening ear and encouragement.  
The size of the group is limited to 12, including the leaders, so that everyone 
has time to share each week. 
 

Is this type of retreat for me? 
It may well be!  It’s for anybody however experienced or not you feel yourself 
to be.  You will be given guidance and suggestions about how to spend your 15 
minutes, and there will be other people in the group who, like you, may feel a 
bit unsure.  However the first session is very much an introductory one, and 
during the following week, you may decide that in fact this sort of commitment 
is not for you at this time; in that case it is fine to drop out.    
 

Can I do it again, if I did it before? 
Yes, you can certainly repeat the retreat as many times as you want.  But realise 
that you will be in a different place and the group will be a different group, so it 
will almost certainly be a different experience.  But God remains the same and 
will be wanting to bless you in it! 
 
Is there a charge? 
Yes.  A contribution of £20 per person is needed to cover the cost of materials.  
However, if this is prohibitive, please have a word with Steve or Margaret 
Brown. 
 
When and where?   

We plan to run one group on the following Tuesday evenings, 7.30 – 9.30 pm in 
church: 
 January 12th, 19th, 26th, Feb 2nd, 9th,  ….a gap for half term… 
 February 23th, 30th, March 8th, 15th.   
But please note that as numbers are limited we may need to arrange a second 
group and this group would meet on a different evening.  To facilitate this please 
could you indicate below which evening of the week would be your favourite 
alternative!  If there are any of you who would particularly like a daytime 
retreat, then please say. 
 
To book a place: 
There are fliers with a form at the back of the church so if you are interested fill 
one in and return it to Steve or Margaret Brown via the church pigeonholes or 
contact them direct:  
 
margaret@brownshouse.com    steve@brownshouse.com 
 
A participant who did the retreat before wrote: 
 
My experience over the 9 weeks was more profound than I could have imagined.  
Everything from meeting and getting to know a fabulous group, my journey and 
stronger relationship with God that developed, the amazing way the Holy Spirit 
interacted with each of us personally, the learning through listening to others.  It 
sounds and was very deep, but the experience was thoroughly enjoyable and dare I 
say, fun! 
 
Another participant wrote: 
 
For me it has been excellent – a chance to re-connect with God in the midst of a busy 
life.  The material has given focus and a boost to my prayer life.  Being encouraged to 
use my imagination in prayer has made me feel more in-touch with God and I know I 
have started to listen more.  Sharing the journey with other people has been a real 
privilege and an opportunity to be reminded how God works in such a special and 
individual way for each one of us 
 
Steve and Margaret. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

And raise money for St Nicolas every time you shop online 
 
Did you know that we are registered with Give as You Live?  It doesn’t cost you 
a penny but can raise money for the church when you shop online. 
 
Visit www.giveasyoulive.com to register and find out more. 
 
Our charity name is ‘St Nicolas Earley PCC’ 
 
 

FIREWORKS 
 

Woodley and Earley Lions 
Annual Firework Display 

 
Saturday 7 November   7.00pm 
At Laurel Park(off Rushey Way) 

 
Entry: Adults £7,  Under 14s £5 
Children pushed or carried free 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Search your heart and 

Take time to reflect with God. 

Each one of us has so much to offer 

Whether it is our time, our talents, or our money – 

All have something to give. 

Review your giving 

Dedicate your gifts for God’s work 

Support and strengthen our mission, 

Help sustain our Church and our outreach to others. 

Involvement brings rich rewards, so 

Pray and pledge. 

 

       
 

 
 
 
 



A hymn for All Saints-tide 
 

'For all the saints who from their labours rest' must be one of most-sung and best-
loved of all the hymns sung at All Saints-tide.  
 

Written by William Walsham How (1823-1897), who after a career as a parish 
clergyman in Shropshire became successively suffragan bishop of Bedford 
(working in London's East End) and then, in 1888, the first bishop of Wakefield, 
and with a vigorous, striding tune by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), it 
fairly swings along.  
 

Indeed, so good is the tune, that perhaps sometimes the words get overlooked. 
But what words! First we look back with thanks to 'all the saints who from their 
labours rest', confidently proclaiming that Christ was 'their rock, their refuge and 
their might ... the vision ever in their sight' and 'in the darkness drear their one true 
light'.  
 

Then we pray that we ourselves may follow this example: 'O may thy servants, 
faithful true and bold, strive for thy kingdom as the saints of old' 
 

Finally we look with hope to the future, beyond this life:  'the golden evening 
brightens in the west ... But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day, the saints 
triumphant rise in bright array, the King of Glory passes on his way'. And so to the 
magnificent, triumphant, last verse, imagining the glorious throng of saints from 
all parts of creation making its way heavenwards: 'From earth's wide bounds, from 
ocean's furthest coast, through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, singing to 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!' 
 

'For all the saints' is number 192 in our hymn book. Some 400 hymns later is 
another hymn for All Saints, but with a rather different emphasis.  'Rejoice in 
God's Saints' is by Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000), Methodist minister and prolific 
hymn-writer. Instead of looking back at the saints of the past and forward to the 
glory of the future, Green places his saints very much in the present, and 
celebrates their contribution to the work of Christ in the world. 'Some march 
with events to turn them God's way; some need to withdraw, the better to pray; some 
bear another's cross, and in doing so 'shame our complaining, our comforts, our cares'. 
But above all, they praise God. So, he urges us, 'Rejoice in God's saints, today and 
all days! A world without saints forgets how to praise. In loving, in living, they prove it is 
true: the way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you.' 
 
Both hymns were sung on All Saints Sunday, 1 November. 
 
Peter Durrant 

 
 

     
 

 
 
 

Shinfield Winter Fayre 
Saturday 28 November  12.00 - 3.30pm 

St Mary's Church Hall, Church Lane, Shinfield 
Blacksmith Demo, Farm Animals, Cake, Craft and Gift Stalls 

not to mention the man himself, Father Christmas. 



New Park and Ride at Winnersh Triangle 
 

Some 400 car spaces are available at Wokingham Borough Council's new Park 
and Ride in Winnersh, which officially opened on October 26. 
 

The new sustainable travel hub next to Winnersh Triangle train station in 
Wharfedale Road gives motorists both rail and bus options for their journeys. 
 

Located just off Junction 10 of the M4, and neighbouring Winnersh Triangle 
business park, it boasts two electric car chargers, CCTV, automatic number 
plate recognition (ANPR), as well as cycle, motorbike, and disabled parking. 
 

It is open Monday to Saturdays, 7am to 7pm, with Reading Buses operating an 
express service every 15 minutes between the business park and Reading Town 
Centre along dedicated bus lanes on the A329(M) and King's Road. 
 

Winnersh replaces nearby Loddon Bridge Park and Ride which was prone to 
flooding.  This closed for good at the weekend (25 October) with the existing 
Reading Buses service also moving to the new site. 
 
The cost for park and ride parking is included in the bus fare, except for 
concessionary travellers where a £1 parking charge (per car) is paid on the bus.  
Train passengers and other parkers will be charged £4 for the whole day 
(10hours).  Discounted season tickets are also available. 
 
The ANPR notes vehicle registration numbers when they enter, so rail and car 
parking motorists can pay at any time during their stay - but not as they exit 
because the barrier has no ticket machine.  Ticket machines are next to the 
parking bays and take cash or credit cards.  Payment can also be made on 
mobile phones via the RingGo app. 
 
Park and ride motorists pay for their parking on the bus and are given a 
ticket with a unique bar code to present at the car park barrier when they 
leave. 
 
If no parking spaces are available at any time, the barrier will rise so motorists 
just arrived can exist. 
 
Funding for this site and the recently opened Mereoak Park and Ride came from 
a successful Local Sustainable Transport Fund bid to the Department for 
Transport, in partnership with Reading Borough Council. 
 
For more information visit: www.wokingham.gov.uk/transport/parking/parkand ride/ 

 

 

       World AIDS Day 

 
 1 December 2015 

 

 Display in church: 

 

 30 Nov - 2 Dec 
 

 

 
 

Baptisms        Funerals 
 
11 October       28 October 
 
Lottie Ballard        Daphne Hodginkson 
Exwick Square,       Sevenoaks Road 
Reading        Earley 
 

 
St Nicolas Nativity Festival - Saturday 5 December 2015 

 
 



St Nicolas Mothers' Union  November 2015 
 

Our October meeting took place on Tuesday October 13 and was opened by 
our branch leader Maggie with prayer and a hymn. We were pleased to 
welcome a number of visitors and hope they will visit us again. 
 
As our advertised speaker was unable to attend we were pleased to welcome 
Charles Searle who most of us know as a member of our "church family" here.  
He was able, with the help of slides, to continue from his previous visit with 
"part 2" of his holiday in South Africa during the 1970s. 
 
The journey of 500 miles took us mainly through Swaziland, which he explained 
to us was a country in three parts.  The first part was mountainous and he had 
some beautiful views from the mountains.  The second part was valleys and the 
third part, formerly bush and jungle, but which had recently been developed 
into plantations for sugar production, 
the main industry of that area. 
 
He showed us interesting pictures of bush country, and in contrast typical views 
of colonial style Africa.  He finished by "taking us" into diamond and copper 
mining country to Mafeking, which apart from its historical significance was an 
important railway junction from the Cape to the copper mines. 
 
We thank Charles for coming to visit us and giving us an enjoyable afternoon. 
 
NEXT MEETING :          Tuesday 10 November 
SPEAKER:          Mr. Tony King 
SUBJECT:    The Bright lights of London 
 
This will be the last meeting of the year as Tuesday 8 December will be our 
Annual Advent/Christmas service. We look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at this event. 
 
Valerie Edgeworth 

 
 
 

 
www.bafa-reading.org.uk



Suggestions please about our St Nicolas giving for 2016 
 
 
At St Nicolas we support three charities each year by giving 
them 10% of the planned giving that we receive.  For the last 
few years we have given about £6000 annually – i.e. £2000 to 
each of three charities.  This is part of our ministry, a practical 
way for us to help others, and it also focuses our attention 
and our prayers.  We prefer to support causes that members of St Nicolas are 
either already actively involved with or which might give us at St Nicolas 
opportunity to become involved with – corporately or individually.   
 

For example over the last 3 years we have given to 
Communicare, which offers support and advice to people 
in need from all over Reading, including our parish, and 
works from offices at Cemetery Junction; last year 
Marjorie Coddling became one of the trustees, and it is 
probable that a number of people from the parish have 
made use of their services.  Another example is that 
through our giving to the Jubilee Centre in Zambia, we 
have developed a partnership with Christian Kings Church; 
folks from St Nicolas have visited twice so far and another 
visit is planned for 2016. The visits have been life-changing 

for some of us and have greatly encouraged people in Zambia.  A number of the 
families of people at St Nicolas have been supported by the Alexander Devine 
Children's Hospice Service and have themselves been actively raising money 
toward their hospice building; this year as a church we made a one-off donation. 
 
Now we are looking for suggestions for our giving in 2016.  We normally give 
to one overseas charity and to two to charities in the UK, which we prefer to 
be local to us; the overseas gift and one of local gifts is for 3 
consecutive years and the other is a one-off gift.  In 2016 we 
will continue to give to the Jubilee Centre in Zambia, but we 
need suggestions for our local giving.  Cutbacks in 
government spending have had a severe effect on the funds 
that charities in our area will receive from the local councils 
and have also increased needs in the people who live around 
us, so that our giving may be even more significant to meet 
needs and enable the charities to keep going. 
 

We give 10% 

of the planned 

giving that we 

receive 

In 2015 

Jubilee Centre  
– 3 year giving 

 

Communicare  
– 3 year giving 
 

Alexander Devine  

– one off gift 

In 2016 

Jubilee Centre  
– 3 year giving 

 

Your suggestion 
– 3 year giving 

 

Your suggestion 
– one off gift 
 

If you have suggestions, for our local giving, please can you let me have them by 
Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will take your suggestions to the Justice Peace and Environment Group in 
January and they will make a recommendation to the PCC, who will make the 
final decision. 
Steve Brown                     Email: steve@brownshouse.com 

 
 
 

     

� the name and contact details of the charity 

� the work that they do  

� annual budget and main sources of funding 

� how you would see this linking with our ministry at St Nicolas 

both corporately and individually.   

 



 

with Traidcraft  
 
 

St Nicolas is a church with Fairtrade in our DNA.  Thank you for supporting 
people in the developing world.  Thank you caring. 
 

As we start to think about Christmas – presents, cards, wrapping paper – I’d 
like you to consider buying Fairtrade.  More than that buying Traidcraft.  Yep- 
this is an out and out plug; an advert.  Why?  It’s brilliant the way that Fairtrade 
has grown - Waitrose and Sainsbury’s only stock Fairtrade bananas, Kitkats and 
Maltesers and Dairy Milk, all Fairtrade.  Fantastic (especially the Maltesers – my 
weakness).  Big companies like Mars need security of supply.  Which means that 
the smaller producers can’t be part of that equation. 
 

That’s where Traidcraft steps in.  They are different: they sell great gifts, they 
support smaller producers, they campaign, they lobby on behalf of the world’s 
most under privileged people, and run many development projects in the 
world’s poorest countries. Their work benefits 600,000 people every year, 
lifting them out of poverty and helping them build sustainable livelihoods for 
themselves and their families. 
  
For example: Pam Thompson, our 
Traidcraft rep, told me about a group 
of women in Swaziland called the 
‘Chilli Grandmas’.  Their chillis go 
into a range of sauces produced by a 
company called Black Mamba. 
Swaziland has the highest rate of HIV 
infection in the world, 26%.  Virtually 
every family is affected.  The 
grandmas have been left to look after 
their grandchildren either because their parents have died or have had to go 
elsewhere to find work. Black Mamba, as a Fairtrade company, promises to take 
care of its workforce and have helped the Chilli Grandmas to improve their 
farming techniques and better to support their families.  Win-win.  Great 
products for us in the UK.  Better futures in Swaziland. 
 

Care: ‘a feeling of affection or liking’, ‘a feeling concern or 
interest’, ‘the provision of what is necessary for health, welfare, 
maintenance and protection of someone or something’, 
‘consideration applied to doing something correctly or to avoid 
damage or risk’.  

 
Pam Thompson will be in church with her Fairtrade stall on 29 November.  There are Traidcraft catalogues in church and you can place an 
order (post free) for Pam via Wendy in the Office.  Wendy stocks the Fairtrade basics at church and the stall will be in church at various 
times over the next few  
week - check the Sunday Sheet for details 

Wendy Neale 
 
 

           
 



Paris Climate Change Summit, 30 November to 11 December 
 
The 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP21) takes place in 
Paris this month. 
 
The objective is a legally binding and universal agreement on climate, reducing 
greenhouses gases and keep global warming below 2º.  A huge task. 
 
A number of events are being organised to mark this: a big march in London on 
29 November, a march in Reading on 28 November and an event at Reading 
Minster on 5 December.  Details will follow – look out for posters and notices 
in the Sunday Sheet. 
 
In the meantime, pray: 
 
 Creator God, 
 You have called us to be keepers of your Earth; 
  greed, we have established an economy that destroys the web of  life. 
  We have changed our climate and drown in despair. 
  Let oceans of justice flow, 
  May we learn to sustain and renew the life of our Mother, Earth. 
  We pray for our leaders, custodians of Mother Earth; 
  as they gather in Paris at the climate talks 
  May they negotiate with wisdom and fairness, 
  May they act with compassion and courage, 
  and lead us in the path of justice for the sake of our children  

and our children’s children. 
 
 .Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Advent & Christmas at St Nicolas 2015 
 

 
 

Sunday 29 November 10am Everyone Together for Advent Sunday 
 

a service led by our Home Groups,  
and also marking World AIDS Day  
 

Saturday 5 December 11am – 3pm Nativity Set Festival 
 

With drinks, mince pies, kids activities 
free - donations to The Children’s Society 
 

Sunday 6 December 
 

12 noon People Prayers and Potatoes Messy Christingle 

Tuesday 8 December 
 

2.15pm 
 

7.30pm 

Mothers’ Union Carol Service 
 

“Emmanuel -  
God with us in Time and Space” 
‘Time’: a talk for Advent by Neil Warwick 
 

Thursday 17 December 
 

7.30pm “Emmanuel -  
God with us in Time and Space” 
‘Space’: a talk for Advent by Neil Warwick 
 

Saturday 19 December 7.30pm Concert for Shelter 
Sunday 20 December 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

 

Christmas Eve 
 

5.30pm 
 

11.30pm 

Carols round the Crib Nativity Service 
 

Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 
 

10.00am Everyone Together Christmas Celebration  
Communion Service 



 
 
 

        
 
 

Some Festive and other events coming up 
 

Cafe Theologique event -  
Monday 23 November - Dr Alastair Ross "If Freud was right, why are 
psychoanalysts embracing spirituality?" Venue: Zero Degrees, Bridge 
Street, Reading at 7.30pm. No charge and no need to book, just turn up. 
 
King Henry l of England  2-19 November at St James' RC Church, 
Abbey Walk, RG1 3HW.  Presented by professional theatre company 
Reading Between the Lines. Price £5 - £20 available 
contact: http://www.readingbetweenthelines.co.uk/ 
 
Green Park Winter Wonderland  -  3 December, 12.00 - 2.00pm 
A magical festivity with entertainers and delicious treats.  Featuring the 
Green Park Choir and beautiful gifts.  Contact tel: 0118 945 0305. 
 
Reading Santa Run - Sunday 6 December in aid of Daisy's Dream and 
Sue Ryder Duchess of Kent Hospice. 5km run.  Free Santa outfits 
available. Register now at: www.readingsantaru.co.uk 
 
Carols by Candlelight - Thursday 10 December: 6pm at Reading 
Minster, St Mary's Butts. in aid of Launchpad.  Tickets are available on 
line and can be collected at the door.  £10 individual ticket and £25 for 
family ticket(2 adults and 2 children under 16). 
www.launchpadreading.org.uk 
 
 

 



 
Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 
 

Some other dates of interest November 2015 
 
1 November - Pray and Fast for the Climate 
8 November - Remembrance Sunday 
8 or 15 November (tbc) - Internat'l Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church  
( Materials: CSW, IDOP and Open Doors 
15-16 November - G20 Leaders Summit (Antalya, Turkey) 
15-21 November - Prisons Week (See Prisons Week and Prison Fellowship 
Internation'l) 
20 November - Elections: Belarus 
November 2014 - Women against Violence Sunday 
followed by 

25November-10 December - Sixteen Days of Activism against Gender 
Violence 
(Info and materials from Anglican Communion, CABSA, CCOW, Methodist 
Church, Mothers' Union, Restored.) 
 

Alexander Devine Quiz 24 October 
 
This popular event raised £650 for the charity and was won by a team from 
Radstock Social Club which runs quiz nights of its own.  They would be happy 
to welcome new members to the club.  

NOVEMBER DATES 
 
Sun 1  All Saints 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Parish Communion 
     12.00   PPP Shoe Box Sunday 
       4.30  All Souls Service 
Mon 2       9.30  Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 3        Open Course Starts 
Wed 4     11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thur 5       2.00  Over 50s Club 
Sun 8  Remembrance Sunday 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Remembrance Day Service 
Mon 9       9.30  Noah's Ark @ St. Nics 
Tues 10       2.00  MU - Speaker: Tony King 
                on "The Bright Lights of London" 
       7.30  Open Course 
Wed 11     11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thur 12       2.00  Over 50s Club 
Sun 15  2nd Sunday before Advent 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Parish Communion 
  Teaching on giving of money time and talents for the 
   Mission of St Nicolas 
Mon 16       9.30  Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 17       7.30  Open Course 
Wed 18     11.00   Communion & Coffee 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thur 19       2.00  Over 50s Club 
Sun 22  Christ the King 
  Stewardship Sunday 
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Parish Communion 



November dates (cont) 
 
Mon 23       9.30  Noah's Ark @ St Nics 
Tues 24       7.30  Open Course 
Wed 25     11.00   Coffee & Communion 
       7.45  Singing Group 
Thurs 26      2.00  Over 50s Club 
Friday 27 Nov - 1 Dec  - An exhibition to mark World Aids Day 
Sun 29  Advent Sunday 
  World Aids Day Service  
       8.00  Communion 
     10.00   Everyone Together led by 
          Home Groups 
  Pam Thompson will be here with her Traidcraft Stall 
     7.30pm  Craft & Chat 
 
 
Weekly at St Nics     Fortnightly at St Nics 
 
Noah's Ark @ St Nics    Home Groups - daytime or 
Community Choir     evening on different days 
Singing Group      Interested?  Contact Libby 
Over 50s Club      on 0118 321 8322 
 
Monthly at St Nics      
Men's Curry Club 
Ladies' Pub Night 
People, Prayers and 
 Potatoes 
Craft and Chat 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.11.15 
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Curate 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
 
Curate 
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8290 
 
Associate Clergy 
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Wendy is in the office on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 9.30am 
to 3.00pm during school term times. 
 
Churchwardens 
Kate Hubbard 0118 986 9907 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0118 967 8902 
 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Covenanting Secretary 
Hugh Simpson 0118 977 5951 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Bookings 
Eleanor Gunbie 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Karen Koefman 0118 978 8684 

 


