
S T  N I C O L A S  C H U R C H ,  E A R L E Y

O P E N  T O  G O D ;  O P E N  T O  O N E  A N O T H E R ; 
O P E N  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y



T R U S T E E S  O F  P A T  D U M M E R ’ S  B E Q U E S T :

We’re really excited to be announcing that we’ve reached the next stage in the use of Pat Dummer’s Bequest.

We’d like to thank the Open Door Project Team, led by Rod Sharpe, who have done a great job in getting us 
to this stage – listening so well to the congregation and our community and giving a visionary brief to our 
Architects (JBKS).  

In this brochure we’re able to reveal concept plans that will transform our buildings and our site for the benefit 
of St Nicolas and our community. These plans have been unanimously endorsed by the PCC – to go forward to 
the congregation and the wider community, to be costed in detail with a view to gaining planning permission 
and the engagement of contractors. 

We hope you’ll be as inspired as everyone on the PCC with the way the Architects have realised our vision for 
St Nicolas to be a hub for the community whilst also meeting the practical needs we face day-to-day.

In this brochure we can see a building that will be every bit as important to the community as the Hall was in 
1951 and the Church in 1971. We have the privilege of being the people at St Nicolas who will create the next 
legacy building to bless generations to come.

We are confident that these plans fulfil our desire to use Pat’s gift in a way that will benefit both the community 
of St Nicolas and our wider community.  
 

St Nicolas is a growing and vibrant church. Since 
1951 its buildings have been key to the local 
community.  They provide a home to the many and 
varied activities and organisations using them day 
by day. The facilities are needed extensively by both 
church and community group emphasising all ages 
and across all sections of the community.

A generous bequest from Pat Dummer has given the 
Church a positive challenge to consider the future of 
the buildings and to improve the way they resource 
the ongoing worship and mission of the Church and 
meet the needs of the wider local community. 

This design summary puts forward some initial ideas 
in response to an understanding of the shortcomings 

of the buildings. The proposals are preliminary in 
nature and are by no means a fait accompli. They 
are early stage design ideas intended to stimulate 
discussion, draw comment and feedback from Church 
members, users of the buildings, external consultees 
and anyone who may have an interest. The Parochial 
Church Council  have commissioned a Working 
Group to liaise with the Architects through the next 
stage.

We are confident that these initial designs will shape 
the buildings once completed to become the best 
servants to the ongoing and future work of the 
Church.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Kate Hubbard, Peter Kemm & Neil Warwick
Trustees of Pat Dummer’s Bequest

The buildings of St Nicolas are well used and loved by 
many. They have served the  Church and community 
well over the years and there is now the opportunity to 
improve the design to make the external appearance 
more welcoming to complement the warmth 
experienced inside. The PCC are also aware of the 
severe lack of storage and office space and the toilet 
and kitchen no longer adequately cater for the needs 
of the growing congregation.

S I T E  A P P E A R A N C E :
The church is set back from the road and is screened 
to some extent by a previous programme of planting 
and landscaping initiated a number of years ago. 
The car park was also designed many years ago and 
no longer fulfils the needs of the modern car and 
increased use of the site. The lawn to the east of the 
church is a pleasing and useful area. We plan to lift the 
overall appearance of the site to further improve its 
aesthetic appeal and message of welcome.

T H E  C H U R C H :
The hexagonal plan form of the building is striking and 
the accommodation inside spacious, flexible and light- 
filled although the windows are dated. The Church is 
thriving with healthy attendance and on occasions the 
seating capacity of the worship space is limited.

The offices and storage accommodation behind 
the worship space is tightly packed, cluttered and 
inadequate for the administrative needs of the Church. 
The toilet and kitchen provision are also inadequate 
for the number of people using the building.

There is also a need to upgrade and refresh the décor, 
the heating, lighting and audio-visual installations. 
Replacement of the loose furniture will make a 
significant difference to the flexibility of the space, the 
comfort and overall visual appeal.

T H E  H A L L :
The ancillary hall building is detached from the 
church though it is heavily used by very many groups, 
including the Earley Montessori pre-school. It is a 
robust building, utilitarian in appearance and feel and 
works hard for the Church to accommodate a wide 
variety of activities.

It will also benefit from upgrading its decoration and 
services along with reconfiguration of the layout to 
improve its efficiency and usefulness to the Church 
and groups who frequently use it.

S T  N I C O L A S :  E X I S T I N G



F R O M  T H E  P L A N ,  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  O B S E R V A T I O N S  C A N  B E  M A D E :

1. The irregular shape of the whole site is not helped by the relationship between the two buildings which 
were originally designed to be separate and to operate independently.

2. The worship space and hall are both a good size accommodating many but there is a need for more 
supplementary rooms.

3. The office accommodation needs improvement to provide for the needs of the Church and REInspired.
4. Better circulation and storage space (shown yellow) will enhance the provision for meeting and greeting 

which will enhance space for hospitality and nurturing relationships.
5. There is a lack of toilet, kitchen and storage space to properly service the needs of the Church and building 

users.

Current Plan of Buildings

Hall Interior

Main Entrance to Church

Storage ProblemsGreen Space

B U I L D I N G  A S P I R A T I O N S :

The extensive Church and community consultation carried out 
in 2014 provided helpful insight into the needs of the Church in 
terms of desirable changes to the building. The most common 
aspirations are summarised as follows:
1. A new link between the church and hall
2. Flexible spaces for multiple uses
3. Church seating capacity of 250
4. Multiple rooms for community use
5. Improved storage
6. Open and welcoming entrance
7. Existing hall size maintained
8. Provision for Earley Montessori pre-school
9. Provision for REInspired
10. Community Hub
11. Café
12. Better visibility
13. Prayer space
14. Upgraded buildings
15. Improved grounds
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The proposal outlined is the result of careful consideration 
of the relative priorities of the needs and the many options 
available ranging from minor refurbishment to whole site 
redevelopment mindful of the available finance.

An extension to the end of the church office 
accommodation joins the two buildings and creates a new 
main entrance and foyer. With much glass in the front, 
visitors can see and be seen; there is space to welcome 
people and to offer refreshments from the kitchen servery 
before or after meetings or for parents dropping off or 
collecting children. This space creates an immediate 
welcome and hub to the building.

The car park is enlarged slightly making it easier to find 
a space and park before walking to the entrance patio 
in front of the foyer. By removing the chain link fence 
and replacing it with something more attractive, the 
street frontage is greatly improved visually. There is 
clear distinction between the secure outdoor play area, 
the private church garden and the car park area which is 
accessible to the public.

On entering the building, its layout is quickly apparent. 
The church to the right is reorientated so that the foyer 
doubles as overflow seating. Opportunity is taken to 
improve the heating, lighting, furnishings and decoration 
of the church to create a comfortable space for up to 250. 
The existing entrance porch is converted into a prayer and 
counselling room, accessible from the church and from 
the car park.

The hall building is reconfigured to provide two-storey 
office and resource accommodation for the Church and 
REInspired. New toilets and kitchen provide for the needs 
of all building users and the hall itself has a sliding partition 
to create up to three discrete meeting spaces for Sunday 
children’s work and other needs. The external stores are 
adapted to become part of the building providing useful 
meeting and storage accommodation. 

It is intended that the building will be accessible to all and 
as eco friendly as possible.

T H E  P R O P O S A L
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1. Foyer
2. Church
3. Overflow Seating / Meeting / Foyer
4. Stores
5. Toilets
6. Sacristy / Counselling Room
7. Lounge / Meeting Room
8. Servery

9. Kitchen
10. Church Office
11. Resource Area
12. RE-Inspired (first floor)
13. Boiler Room
14. Hall (meeting rooms)
15. Meeting room
16. Prayer Room
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C O N T A C T

Vicar: Neil Warwick
Parish Office
St Nicolas Church
Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley
Reading, RG6 7JN
Telephone : 0118 966 9080
Email: buildingproject@stnicolas.org.uk 

N E X T  S T E P S

These designs will be developed with the Architects 
before the planning process commences. You can 
comment by emailing to:

buildingproject@stnicolas.org.uk 

or in writing to the Parish Office marking the envelope 
“Building Project” by 30 September 2015. All 
comments will be considered by the Working Group 
in conjunction with the Architects.

The preliminary costings have been obtained 
indicating an estimate in the order of £1.2m. It should 
be emphasised that this is an initial appraisal.

The PCC have been inspired by the way these plans 
bring to life the vision for St Nicolas to become a 
hub for the Church and Community for the next 
generation and beyond and welcome the challenge in 
bringing it to fulfilment.


