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Celtic Christian Spirituality

It was such a joy to be able to share Oakwood Forest Church with over 25 of
you last Sunday in God's natural cathedral at Maiden Erlegh Nature Reserve.
The meditation and prayers which we used were influenced by Celtic Christian
Spirituality and I thought you might be interested in some more information
about this ancient form of Christian worship.

The Celts lived on the edges of society, pushed out of central life by the Viking
invaders and many others they retreated to Ireland and islands off Wales and
Scotland. In every area their livelihoods, beliefs and language were oppressed.
However they did not collapse and they were not overcome; they kept alive
their beliefs and their faith.

Christianity came to the Celts in Galatia (in modern Turkey), straight from the
mouth of St Paul, from which point it spread through the Celtic world. The

Celts did not think about God as a separate being from themselves who wished
to be in contact with them; instead they understood God to be in and through
everything in the world. They worshipped with all their senses and knew God
to be speaking back through the world and everything in it.

Esther De Waal explains their belief system as ‘The Celtic approach to God opens
up a world in which nothing is too common to be exalted and nothing is so exalted
that it cannot be made common.’ The Celtic Christians therefore had prayers for
every aspect of life and their worship went on throughout the pattern of the
day, week, month and year.

A key part of the Celtic Christian life was to live whilst welcoming God into
their hearts and also extending that welcome to anyone they met, as if they
were Christ himself. This spirit of hospitality and service was central to the life
of the Celtic Christians and led to them striving for justice and fairness in
society.

The Celtic Christians understood and worshipped the created land and sky.
Columbanus said ‘If you wish to understand the Creator, first understand His
creation.’ This did not mean that they worshipped the sun or moon or rivers,
but that they saw creation as an outpouring of God's love and wished to
worship Him for that gift. They knew how important the world around them
was and they had a strong sense of thin places where God came closest to
earth.

The Celts, perhaps in response to oppression, were a travelling people and this
pervaded their rhythm of Christianity with the importance of pilgrimage. Celtic
Christianity embraced the idea of pilgrimage, although for many this was an
internal pilgrimage through troubles and problems in The Way of Christ. They
saw the process of coming through challenging times as being Christ like; that is
being necessary in the completion of themselves and their faith journey.



Celtic Christian spirituality is best summarised as a rhythm of life inspired by
creation and infused with prayer and worship of God the father, son and holy
spirit. It is this connection with nature which is becoming ever more appealing
to a society that has lost its understanding of creation. Adding to that the idea
that we are loved and accepted as imperfect people is reassuring and healing in
our judgemental world. As people today search for meaning in their lives, they
find themselves drawn to the living Christ who completes God's creation. They
find themselves challenged to make a difference in the world and to enter the
bible through a fight for justice and peace. Celtic Christian spirituality invites
them to partake in a daily relationship with Jesus despite their chaotic lives,
reassuring them that they are loved and accepted as they are and can become
more than they ever expected with the help of the trinity alive in the world.
This month, as we travel through Harvest and into Autumn I pray that God is
alive and obvious in the everyday; in our homes and gardens, streets and parks,
schools and workplaces, in church and in nature.

As Mary McCrae prayed:
Christ with me sleeping
Christ with me waking,

Christ with me watching
Every day and night
Each day and night.

God with me protecting,
The Lord with me directing,

The Spirit with me strengthening,
For ever and for evermore.

Amen

Emma.



ST NICOLAS MOTHERS' UNION - OCTOBER 2015

We hope all our members, families and friends and all our readers had a good
Summer.  Our traditional "August Tea Party" was thoroughly enjoyed by about
60 people including our friends from St Peters and Woodley Mothers' Union as
well as some of our neighbours and fellow church members.

Our September meeting took place on the 8th when once again we were
pleased to welcome some visitors and hope they will join us again.  After our
opening prayers and hymn led by Neil, we welcomed Mr. Phil Creighton who
told us about the "Wokingham Paper", a new community newspaper replacing
the "Xn" which members are used to reading and is now on hold.

He explained to us that the paper is set up to celebrate people ad to make the
community a better place.  It was clear that Phil had a very strong sense of
community, and was interested in good news stories showing integrity, rather
than sensationalism and encouraging the talents that people possess.

He pointed out that even in this technological age newspapers are still valuable
for sharing information, but must be accountable and show grace and love in
their mission to share interesting stories.  Phil was a very interesting and
inspiring speaker and we thank him for coming to visit us.

We send our good wishes and congratulations to Daphne Adler wo became 90
years young in June, and our prayers and good wishes are with Ann Northeast
who is in hospital with complications following a knee operation.  We hope you
will soon be better Ann and back with us again.

Thank you to all of you for your cards and good wishes when I was in hospital
in July.

Next Meeting Tuesday 13th October
Speaker Mr Malcolm Nelson
Mr Nelson is a retired Heathrow Security Officer who no doubt will have some
interesting stories to tell.  His talk is entitled "Lies and Excuses".

As always all are welcome - as we have said before you are not require to be a
mother, married or even female.  We look forward to seeing you if you are
free.

Valerie Edgeworth.

CONFIRMATION at St Nicolas Church, Earley
6th September 2015 at 12 noon

with the Rt. Revd Andrew Proud
Bishop of Reading

All the candidates were members of our Messy Church service, People, Prayers
and Potatoes. They were Jennie Cox, Julie Hull, Jo Taylor, Jo Patnaik, Kate
Simpson, Marianne Clement and Annelouise Joyce. The Confirmation took place
within PPP so that the candidates could fully participate in the meaning and
wonder of the moment alongside their young families

The service began in the Church Hall as we participated in activities that
highlight the meaning of the gift of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation.



Writing prayers on doves which were taken into church and placed on the altar during the service

Bishop Andrew with the Confirmation candidates

And one of the hymns sung at the service....

Spirit of the living god, Spirit of the living God
fall afresh on me fall afresh on us.
Spirit of the living God, Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me fall afresh on us.

Break me, melt me, Break us, melt us,
mould me, fill me. mould us, fill us.
Spirit of the living God, Spirit of the living God
Fall afresh on me Fall afresh on us.

David Iverson, Birdwing Musc, 1963

At the end of the service we all returned to the Church Hall for lunch.

ALEXANDER DEVINE CHILDREN'S HOSPICE SERVICE

QUIZ NIGHT

October 24th at 7:00pm,

St Nicolas Church Hall,
Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley

Tickets are priced at £6
and include a cheese platter. Please bring your own drinks and glasses.

Teams of up to ten people

Our last Quiz Night was a sell out so please let us know if you are able to come
asap. All proceeds will be donated to The Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice
Service.

Contact Julia and David 01189875211, davidweversham@talktalk.net

(Footnote: The builders are now on site and it is hoped that the building of the hospice will be completed by next
October !)

Woodley Food Bank

Many thanks to all who contribute food to take to Woodley and thank you also
to the team of drivers.

Numbers requiring food parcels continue to grow and probably will grow even
more should the government’s proposal to reduce working tax credits is
adopted. Although the number of people in employment is increasing, zero
hours contracts and minimum pay still lead to people struggling to feed their
families.

When the food reaches the food bank, it is firstly sorted into ‘sell by dates’. If
the food is past its ‘sell by date’, then it is offered to parents attending a weekly
coffee morning at the church, who can then decide whether to use it.
When I last visited the food bank, they had good levels of tinned vegetables and
pasta in store. All donations are of course very welcome but small bags of sugar,
UHT milk and rice would help bridge some of the gaps.

Thank you again for your support.
Marjory Codling



Communicare

As a church, we have been supporting Communicare, which is a Christian Community
Advice Centre based close to Cemetery Junction. People come seeking all kinds of help –
advice about housing, employment, money problems,  help to interpret an official letter or
speak to the person who wrote the letter,  assistance to fill in forms,  local community
information and  referrals to agencies who can offer further assistance. They also offer a
pro bono legal advice service once a month where follow up advice can be given when
necessary.

Communicare is a charity which in the main depends on volunteer workers. It does receive
a grant from Reading Borough council to help meet running costs but as with all councils,
cuts are having to be made and the level of support they can continue to provide is by no
means assured. Most of the money needed to run the advice centre comes from local
churches and from individuals.

That the centre is appreciated is shown by the comment sheets filled in by clients – ‘felt so
supported and reassured’  ‘set my mind at rest following a very distressful situation’
‘Wonderful – I couldn’t do without you people’. In August (a quiet month because of
school holidays) 255 people visited the centre and all but 23 were happy to sit and wait to
be seen.

The centre itself is not very large and space is at a premium. If there is someone who could
advise on how to partition the largest consulting room, please contact the manager,
Francesca Yates at francesca.yates@communicare.org.uk

[There are leaflets ‘Supporting Communicare’ on the table at the back of the church’]

Street Pastors – caring, listening and helping at Reading Festival

By about 9.30am on Friday of the Reading Festival the word had obviously got
round.  The queue was out the door of the Reading Street Pastors tent.  This
was our first shift in the Street Pastors café, serving Fairtrade (yeah!) tea, coffee
and hot chocolate, and snacks.  At reasonable prices. With a welcoming smile.

Simple hospitality.  The majority
of those who go to the Festival

(including Sam, Abi and Alex, our
own kids and their friends) are
teenagers or in their early
twenties.  For some it’s their first
experience of being away from
parents, far from home, among a
huge number of strangers.
It can be very daunting. a
welcoming smile.

Some have had a heavy night before and are a bit ‘under the weather’.  It’s been
raining.  It’s chilly.  There aren’t actually many places to sit down other than on
the ground.

The Street Pastors tent is warm and welcoming.  There are sofas, chairs and
tables.  Some people have slept there overnight. There are games and a table
football set.  There is a supply of toothbrushes, loo rolls, plasters, tampons, all
free, for those who need them.  There is free hot water for pot noodles and
instant porridge – important because commercial food stalls charge a premium.

It’s not about evangelism - there are Christian leaflets available if people are
interested and some do pick a Bible – it’s about showing God’s love to anyone,
anyone who comes in the tent, with a smile, a kind word, a joke, and a cuppa.  If
anyone asks why we are doing this, we’ll talk about our faith.

It’s exhausting but there is a really great atmosphere.  The young people are
very polite, appreciative of the service provided and often surprised we’ll fill
their cuppasoup with hot water for free.  We both do two shifts.  I recognise
‘regular customers’.  We joke about having a loyalty card next year.



As a ‘thank you’ we get a weekend festival pass, one that allows some behind
the scenes access as well as use of the Seat of Luxury posh loos when on shift.
Mumford and Sons were very good.

Some quotes left on Street Pastor’s Facebook page;

“I just wanted to thank you all for making Reading festival 10x better with your
perfect cuppas and hot chocolates, they got me through the weekend!  Hope to
see you next year!”

“Hey guys!  I felt I had to write you a message
just to say how totally grateful myself, and my
friend Alex are to everybody working inside the
tent on Sunday early morning and afternoon.
We arrived in a pretty terrible state, and didn't
know where else we could go. You guys
provided us with a cup of tea, and just spoke to
us. Which was so helpful. We received no
judgement, or condemnation for what were
clearly some bad decisions that we made. We
actually stayed inside the tent for 11 straight
hours, on the sofa in the corner. Everybody
came over to say hello, and generally it was the
most perfect place for us to try and recover.
Eventually we did, and we arrived back home
safely yesterday. We will be coming to Reading

next year, and we will definitely be visiting the tent to express our thanks a bit
more personally!  So yeah, thanks so much guys. I honestly do not know what
we would have done that evening if you weren't there.”

Street Pastors are a national organisation of trained volunteers who go out on a
Friday and Saturday night in Reading to care about the community.  They are
valued by the police and other services.  The organisers of Reading Festival
invite them to participate and members of the team also go and patrol the
festival site.

Photo of Festival from Reading Street Pastors Facebook

Wendy Neale and Julia Jones



Pat  Dummer  Bequest  Working  Group

The Trustees of Pat’s Bequest set up a Working Group in August to work with
the appointed Architects to take the proposed building project forward. This
follows the great work undertaken by Rod Sharpe’s Open Door Group in
identifying the needs of the Church and Community.

The members are Karen Koefman, Doug Walrond Jo Patnaik and myself. Our
Curate Ben will also be working with us when time allows.

Our remit is to work with the Architects to finalise an agreed scheme for
approval by the PCC and to take it forward for planning at Wokingham
Borough. The congregation will be consulted during this process. Our remit is
also to ensure we deliver the right scheme in the most cost effective way

Current plan of the buildings

Following the Presentation earlier in September we have received some very
helpful feedback on both design and practical points from church members.

Currently we are working with the preferred Architects to agree terms to take
the project forward to planning and completion. Once this is settled

we shall be looking to finalise the plans taking in to account  all the feedback
received.

The proposal

These are exciting times for St Nicolas and our Group look forward to working
with the all parties to bring this dream to fruition

Charles Hubbard



Sunday 4 October People, Prayers & Potatoes
at 12 noon Harvest Celebration

Sunday 11 October Harvest Festival,
at 10 am Everyone Together

and Harvest Brunch

Please bring non-perishable products in packets, cans, bottles
and tins which will be given to drop-in centres and food banks
for people in our area who don’t have a roof over their head

or a regular meal on their table

HARVEST 2015

HARVEST 2015
ST N ICOLAS CHURCH

Some Things to do with Harvest

Brunch

Sign up on the board for Harvest Brunch. Numbers needed by Wednesday 7
October.

Donations

We are collecting donations of tinned and packed food for Churches in Reading
Drop-in Centre for homeless people, Churches in Reading Women's Centre
and Woodley Food Bank

Flowers and Decorations

We will be decorating the church on Saturday 10 October at 10am. People of
all ages are welcome to join in, especially if you can come at midday to help
clear up.  As usual we plan to use hydrangea heads to decorate church, so if you
have some please leave them in the church lobby on Friday or before 10am
Saturday.

We need your HELP to set up, cook brunch and clear away afterwards.

We also need people to come to church after morning prayer (around 9.15am)
on Tuesday 13 October to help sort the donations and also to make and
deliver the flowers.  Again sign up on the board if you can help.



Some other items to note

Samara's Aid supporting refugees in Northern Iraq.  We'll be launching a
campaign to collect blankets soon - winter is coming.

Waterstones is raising money for Oxfam's Syria Crisis Appeal Waterstones
shops are now selling a selection of books by bestselling
authors and 100% of the full retail price will go to the appeal.

Zambia Evening - Friday 16 October
Would you like to join the group going to Zambia in 2016?  Have you been and
want to share your experience?  Or are you interested in finding out more
about the link we have with the Jubilee Centre and Christian Kings Church?  If
so then come along at 7.30pm.

Cafe Theologique Twice in November.  Monday 2 November Professor
David Wilkinson on: How does God answer prayer in a scientific universe?
And Monday 23 November Dr Alistair Ross on: If Freud was right, why are
psychoanalysts embracing spirituality? Held at Zero Degrees Bar, Bridge Street,
Reading at 7.30pm.  no charge.

Pictures from Safari and Sandwiches event on 27 September

A letter from Caroline Hearst about sessions on Autism

Hi

I'm writing to let you know about upcoming autism awareness sessions in
Reading.

I will be running Exploring autism: an introduction at the Quaker meetig House
in Reading on Saturday 10 October and Sunday 12 December.  This one day
course can help you understand how autism affects people in the twenty first
century.  If anyone wonders why they would be interested in this my library talk
on Thursday 15 October "Why you need to know about autism" should provide
plenty of answers.

At Autoscape I came across a short booklet about sensory issues written by
Amanda, a brightly dressed creative woman who undermined my stereotypes
about her profession - dentistry.  Amanda generously agreed that I could put
the booklet "It makes sense to me" on my website.  It is a charming humorous
compilation that I think could help people of all ages understand autistic
sensibilities a bit better.  I'd love to know if you find this useful and I'd be happy
to pass on any comments to Amanda who I'm trying to encourage to produce
more fun resources.

If this whets your appetite to read more about autistic life experience you can
read a sample chapter of "Being Autistic - Nine adults share their journeys from
discovery to acceptance". AutAngel are keen for this short book to reach as
many people as possible and to this end offer a significant discount for bulk
orders - get in touch for more details.

To hear more ideas about autism you can sign up for my blog and if you'd like a
talk or training, please get in touch to discuss details.

Caroline

For more information please go to caroline@autismmatters.org.uk



One World Week 18 – 25 October
2015 - "HOPE IN ACTION"

Inspiring a culture of hope

to build a more equal and peaceful world

From One World Week:
Much of the conflict we see around us in the world today arises from inequality.
We need to come together to tackle inequality before resentment and anger
spill over into violence.  There is no true peace without justice.  By acting
together with others we can challenge injustice and inequality.  We don’t need
blind optimism but the kind hope that empowers people to act.  This quotation
sums it up:

“Hope has two beautiful daughters: their names are anger and courage.
Anger that things are the way they are.  Courage to make them the way they

ought to be.”
(St Augustine of Hippo, 354 –430 AD)

God of the impossible,
We pray for justice, peace and reconciliation;
When the challenges seem too many,
Remind us of your resurrection power;
When the task seems overwhelming,
Remind us of the miracle of love;
And when apathy threatens us,
Remind us of your vision of a world made whole.
Help us to hope that the impossible can happen
And live as if it might do so today.
Amen.
Christian Aid – adapted

Over 50s Club

The St Nicolas Over 50s Club meets every Thursday from 2pm – 4pm in the
church hall.  We are a friendly bunch and would love to welcome new
members.  We arrange activities such as games afternoons, guest speakers and
outings.  There are always friendly faces, a nice cup of tea and biscuits and a
good laugh, with frequent raffles, auctions and book sales.

There’s a £6 per year fee plus £2 per month. A bargain!

For more information contact Maggie Carter

Our timetable for the rest of the year
8 October Beetle Drive

15 October guest speaker from Bucks, Berks and Oxon Wildlife Trust
“The Last Barn Owl in Berkshire”

22 October Games and social

29 October Club Birthday Party

5 November Firework Quiz

12 November Games and social

19 November The Chocolate Man (Belgian Chocolates to taste and buy)

26 November Bingo and Mince Pies

3 December Trip to the London Christmas Lights (full – sorry!)



Important aspects of Project Paddington:
Donations and sponsorship of the teddy bears should be made online at
https://www.tearfund.org/give/refugee crisis 2015
To spread the good news of Project Paddington then take a photo of yourself and your teddy bear
and share a #selfie http://projectpaddington.com/bearselfie/

Follow up on Ride & Stride
Saturday 12 September 2015

Peter Durrant visited 16 churches in the Reading area on this day and he
raised £400 in sponsorship for the Berkshire Churches Trust.  Well done
Peter.

Key Muster: are you a St Nicolas key holder?  We'll be checking who's got
what on Sunday 11 October.  Bring your keys!



Giving your Time and Talents

Vacant Volunteer Positions
at St Nicolas Church

St Nicolas Church cannot operate without volunteers.  We are most grateful to
all of you who already give your time and talents but there are some key roles
which are currently vacant.

Volunteer and make a difference to our Mission
Gift Aid Administrator
Working as part of the finance team to record and process the Gift Aid claims.
You’ll also make twice yearly submission of Gift Aid claims to HMRC. Basic
knowledge of Excel spreadsheet required.
Time required – 2 hours per month from home.

Fund Raiser for the Buildings Project
Take on the challenge of reaching out to the wider community, businesses,
trustees and charities to raise the additional £250,000 needed to finance our
new building

Hall Bookings Administrator
A key role to liaise with members of the community contacting St Nicolas.
You’ll be responsible for responding to email and telephone queries, taking
bookings, sending out invoices and following up on late payers.
Time required - 3hrs throughout the week.

Serving Team
Join the team that carry in the cross and candles, and helps to prepare and put
away the communion goods.
Time required – on rota for 10am service.

DIY skills
If you have any skills in household repairs from changing light
bulbs to fixing the plumbing then speak to Peter Kemm to join
the church and hall maintenance team – there is always
something that needs repairing!

If you can help in any of these roles then please speak to the
Peter Kemm, Kate Hubbard or Wendy Neale.



Autumn

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For Summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;
Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep,
Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook
Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep
Steady thy laden head across a brook;
Or by a cyder-press, with patient look,
Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours.



Where are the songs of Spring? Ay where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too, --
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river sallows, borne aloft
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And ful-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

St Nicolas Expenses
Are you involved in a team that means you sometimes buy things for St Nicolas?
Flowers, cleaning products, biscuits, children’s craft materials, books…  In order
for us to know EXACTLY how much it costs to run St Nicolas church, we’d
love for you to claim expenses, even if you decided to donate it back, with Gift
Aid if you are a tax payer.
This is what you need to do:

 fill in an expenses form.  Paper copies are in church.  For an electronic
copy contact Wendy in the office and she’ll send you one.  If you have any
questions about how to complete the form, Wendy can help you

 get your team leader to sign to form to authorise the expense
 leave it in the pigeonholes for Liz Fielding, our finance administrator and

she’ll  organise a payment

A Time to Remember

Giving thanks and

remembering those we love who have died

Sunday 1 November 2015
at 4.30 pm

Please add the name of anyone you would like to be remembered
in the service to the list on the noticeboard

All Souls



Highlights from the St Nicolas PCC Meeting
29 September 2015

Administering communion
The Church of England is simplifying its processes, and
now the Bishop’s permission is no longer required before
a member of the congregation can assist in administering
Holy Communion.  This means that more people at St
Nicolas can be involved. Full training will be given.

Finance and Stewardship
We are going through a process of budget review.  On
current information, we are forecasting a shortfall this
year of around £6,000.   We’ll have a better picture once
the review is complete and this will be presented to the
next PCC meeting, but in short our giving needs to increase.

Preaching on Sundays 15th and 22nd November this year
will focus on all aspects of Christian giving, and 22nd

November will see the start of this year’s stewardship
campaign.

Buildings and Grounds
The wire mesh is going to be removed from the fence

immediately in front of the church entrance.  It’s untidy; removing it will make
the church entrance more inviting.  We are also planning to alter the toilet in
church to make it accessible for people with disabilities. Not before time!

Deanery Synod
Our Deanery Synod reps have produced a great document entitled:'The Church
of the Future' which lists everything that goes on at St Nicolas – there is so
much here to be thankful for.  Copies will be available in church and on the
website.

St Nicolas as a Hub for the community and The Building Project
St Nicolas as a hub for the community is one of PCC’s priorities and ties very
nicely with our hopes for our new building.  PCC spent some time looking at
ways to get our local community involved, and also at ideas for fundraising.

Our PCC meetings
always start with prayer.
This activity encouraged
us to look back to the
summer and give thanks,
look forward to the
journey ahead and to be
grounded with God

The new building project team, led by Charles Hubbard, is now up and running.
The Pat Dummer Bequest Trustees (Neil and churchwardens) will be meeting
to look at terms of reference for this team, and to consider what other teams
may be required as we move into the next phase of the project.

Events
PCC gave their backing to the following up and coming events:

 Halo Holiday Club for primary aged children: 29, 30, 31 October
 Nativity set festival (date to be confirmed)
 Focus Up Bonfire Party - 6th November

PCC Members
Claire Hutton has resigned as a PCC member – many thanks to her for all her
contributions to PCC.  If anyone is interested in joining PCC, now or in the
future, please have a word with Neil or PCC Vice-Chair Shelagh McManus

Next Meetings
 Standing Committee 21st October
 PCC Away Day at Home 7th November
 PCC 18th November

Wendy Neale
PCC Secretary
Full minutes of previous meetings are available from the Parish Office

Members of The St Nicolas PCC who
met on 29 September

Ben Kautzer, John Louth, Peter Kemm Doug
Walrond, Anne Barnes, Peter Jeal, Miriam Barlow,
Neil Warwick, Helen Terry, Julia Eversham, Libby
Newman, John Davies, Kate Hubbard, Margaret Jeal,
Emma Major,
(kneeling) Shelagh Mc Manus Lynn Terrell, Julia
Jones

Also on our PCC are Maureen Devine, David Webster, Richard Sedgwick and Steve Brown who were not able to
attend this meeting



Baptisms

27 September

Felicity Whitehead
Stilton Close,
Lower Earley

Funerals

2 September 3 September 21 September

Kenneth Large Margaret Hawting Phyllis Jamieson
Austen House Care Home Sevenoaks Road Notton Way
Lower Earley Earley Lower Earley

Our Vision
We see a day when everyone in Earley is

Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community

Our Mission
We are followers of Christ

who believe and seek to demonstrate that
God is with and for all people

Our Values - we are
God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive

Seeking justice for all
Our Mission Priorities
The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer
Being Visible - well known in a busy world

Being Open - and easy to engage with
Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry

Some international dates of interest October 2015

1 October - International Day of Older Persons (Info: UN,Help Age Int'l)

2 October - CAFOD Harvest Fast Day
7 October - World Day for Decent Work (organised by the Intern'l TUC)

October 2015 (date tbc) - Good Money Week (info."Good Money Week website)

11-18 October(tbc) - Churches Week of Action on Food (16 Oct. World
Food Day) Materials: Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance

18-25 October - One World Week (incorporates 24 October, UN Day)
(For theme & materials, see OWW website)
17 October - World Day for the Eradication of Poverty (Info from the UN)

18 October - World Mission Sunday (Roman Catholic Church) Info/materials

25 October - Elections: Argentina
25 October - Bible Sunday (Roman Catholic Church celebrates in December) Materials
from The Bible Society)

Next newsletter items to me by 22.10.15
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com



OCTOBER DATES

Sun 4 18th Sunday after Trinity
8.00 Communion

10.00 Parish Communion
12.00 PPP Harvest

Mon 5 9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics
Wed 7 11.00C Communion & Coffee

Afternoon Loddon Schools Harvest
Festivals

7.45 Singing Group
Thurs 8 2.00 Over 50s Club
Fri 9 Morning Montessori Preschool

Harvest Festival
Sun 11 Harvest Festival Everyone Together

8.00 Communion
10.00 Everyone Together
12.00 Harvest Brunch

Mon 12 9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics
Tues 13 9.30 All hands on deck to help sort and deliver

harvest donations and flowers
2.00 MU - Speaker:

Malcolm Nelson (retired Heathrow Security Officer)
"Lies and Excuses"

Wed 14 11.00 Communion & Coffee
7.45 Singing Group

Thurs 15 2.00 Over 50s Club
Fri 16 7.30 Zambia Evening
Sun 18 Luke the Evangelist

8.00 Communion
10.00 Parish Communion

Focus on Healing
18 - 25 One World Week
Mon 19 9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics
Wed 21 11.00 Communion & Coffee

7.45 Singing Group
Wed 21 7.30 Standing Committee
Thurs 22 2.00 Over 50s Club
Sun 25 Last Sunday after Trinity

8.00 Communion
10.00 Parish Communion

TTT
7.30 Craft and Chat

Mon 26 9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics
26 28 School Half Term
Wed 28 11.00 Communion & Coffee

7.45 Singing Group
Thurs 29 2.00 Over 50s Club
Thurs 29 - Sat 31 Halo Holiday Club

NOVEMBER

Sun 1 All Saints
8.00 Communion

10.00 Parish Communion
12.00 PPP

4.30 All Souls Service

Weekly at St Nics Fortnightly at St Nics
Noah's Ark @ St Nics Home Groups - daytime or
Community Choir evening on different days.
Singing Group Interested? Contact Libby on
Over 50s Club 0118 321 8322

Monthly at St Nics
Men's Curry Club
Ladies Pub Night
People, Prayers and Potatoes
Craft and Chat



CONTACT LIST
Vicar
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060
neil@stnicolas.org.uk

Curate
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322

Curate
Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8290

Associate Clergy
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767
David Webster 0118 979 4568

Licensed Lay Minister
Emma Major 0118 907 6216

PARISH OFFICE

Parish Administrator
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk

Wendy is in the office on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, from 9.30am
to 3.00pm during school term times.

Churchwardens
Kate Hubbard 0118 986 9907
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255

Treasurer
Richard Sedgwick 0118 967 8902

CONTACT LIST (cont)
Covenanting Secretary
Hugh Simpson 0118 977 5951

Director of Music/Organist
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410

Readings & Intercessions
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863

Prayer Chain
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322

Church Flowers
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609

Church Cleaning
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818

Hall Boolkings
Eleanor Gunbie 07774788697

Mothers' Union
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322

Head Server
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609

Newsletter
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317

Welcome Rota
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609

Coffee Rota
Karen Koefman 0118 978 8684


