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On 9th Street with Jesus 
 
I recently had the opportunity to travel with the charity Toybox to El Salvador and see 
the work they are doing there to change the world for street children. Here are some 
initial reflections on my visits: 
 
Tradition often portrays Jesus as a sweet, gentle man in flowing white robes, his 
hair ruffled by a gentle breeze with a soft voice speaking gentle words of healing. 
This is a sentimental caricature. The reality was different. When Jesus was 
surrounded by his followers and the people that needed him most it was 
crowded, pressured, blood, sweat and tears… 
…when caught by the crowd in a house in Capernaum (Mark 3:20-35) Jesus and 
the disciples couldn’t even get a meal amidst the clamouring of the crowd. Jesus’ 
family were trying to take him home, concerned about his wellbeing. The 

scribes were saying Jesus was doing 
the Devil’s work. Amidst it all Jesus 
commends those followers around 
him – calling them his family – for 
they are doing the will of God. Jesus 
was moved to his guts by the 
suffering he saw around him and he 
responded. He wanted his followers 
to do the same. 
 
 
 

 
On the street in San Salvador 
 
I was reminded of this scene in Capernaum when I stood on 9th Street in San 
Salvador and smelt the urine and trod on scraps of food and stepped over a 
bottle of glue used to get high and heard the traffic roaring and the horns 
blaring and felt the sun burning hot and spoke with six young people who have 
spent their lifetime living on a filthy double mattress on 9th Street. Luisa has lived 
on the street from the age of 3, she’s now 19. Matias, 21, has a perfectly round 
scar in the middle of his chest where the police shot him. Valeria is 16, a bright 
young woman who chastises another young girl for stepping onto the mattress 
that is home without taking her shoes off. Three bright and engaging young 
people. 
 



I stood back and saw Alex Rodríguez from the Viva/Toybox team talk to Luisa, 
Matias and Valeria. Matias said, ‘you are like family and when you visit with us things 
are better. God bless you.’ And there was Jesus right there in the trust, care and 
confidence that Alex has with these young people and the words of blessing 
from Matias. Alex, motivated by his faith in Jesus is there in the midst, day-in-
day-out. Moved to his guts to make the lives of these young people better. Alex 
has helped Valeria get training as a hairdresser, hope of a different future for 
her. Matias experiencing family through the presence of Alex and the team.  
 
We were in the house in Capernaum with Jesus in that brief moment. 
We must not sentimentalise Jesus. We must not sentimentalise the work of 
Toybox on 9th Street. It is crowded, pressured, blood, sweat and tears. It should 
move us to our guts and we should respond as Jesus and as Alex are doing. 
 
A prayer - 
 
Dear Jesus, have mercy on us that these young people live on 9th Street as they do. 
Bless them. Be with Alex and the team and sustain them. And move me to my guts to 
respond as you did. Amen. 
 
Permission was given by the young people in the photo to have it taken and shown in the UK. 
Names have been changed 
 

Neil. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                          



Home Groups – what are they? What’s good about them? 
 
What are Home Groups? 
 
For those of you who don’t know, upwards of 80 members of the congregation 
can tell you what Home Groups are, because they belong to one!  Currently we 
have 7 Home Groups that meet once a fortnight; six of which have evening 
meetings, Monday – Wednesday and one group that meets on a Tuesday 
morning.  Although each Home Group has a significantly different character, 
their sessions are all run according to a similar format, they offer: 
 

• a time for socialising, catching up with each other’s lives;  

• a time for prayer;  

• a time for discussion of the material that each group is supplied each term 
by the Adult Discipleship Group.  Home Group leaders attend training 
sessions each year. 

 
Mutual care and learning together about our faith are the key elements of Home 
Group membership.  
 
 
What’s good about them? 
 
Introverts and extroverts alike find them friendly, supportive, interesting groups 
to be part of.  Don’t take my word for it – below is a selection of comments 
from members: 
 

“You get to know people in a way that is not possible on 

Sundays after the service. It’s good to discuss the Bible and 

have an opportunity to learn more.” 

 
“We were new to the church and Earley and joining a Home Group has been 
invaluable. We have got to know a group of people whom we know will pray for 
us all 
 
” “We have lovely discussions where we can all give our point of view. Everyone is so 
friendly and always willing to help one another. I believe Home Group is an important 
part of the church….we do have a very enjoyable time together.” 
 

“Being part of a Home Group brings you together with people who are 
different to you. This may be in age, gender, education, theology or 
Christian experience. Sometimes we disagree. Sometimes we annoy each 
other. It's a bit like being in a family! But the thing that sticks out for me 
about being part of a Home Group is the relationships you form and the 
love that grows within the group as you get to know each other "warts 
and all"! Last week I visited a donkey sanctuary. This is not something I 
would usually do. But it is one of the passions of a member of our Home 
Group, and he kindly agreed to share that passion with our family. In the 
process, we spent time together and got to know and love each other a 
little better. Home groups are a means of forming deep relationships....if 
we choose to." 
 
 “It’s good to pray together” 

 

 “I enjoy learning about and getting a better understanding of the 

Bible, praying together, the friendship and sense of belonging.  I 

value that I can talk openly in the knowledge that everything said 

remains confidential within the Group and I enjoy our meals and 
outings together.” 
 
“I like to hear other people’s points of view and it helps me think about 

things in a way that I might not have done before. I often don’t feel like 

going, especially when I’ve had a busy day, but I’m always glad when I’m 

there and feel supported and loved by people in my group. It’s especially 

nice when there is something going on in people’s lives and we can share 

with each other, pray for each other in difficulty and celebrate when this is 

appropriate too” 

 

“We enjoy the fellowship, it’s interpersonal, we can speak out…  

two members stated that they slept really well after Home Group.  

We value the knowledge that is given, and value each other, 

we’re able to be ourselves, it’s very relaxed.” 
 

“What do I like about Home Group? 

For me, it is the people. They mean a lot to me, their faith encourages me 

and from them I learn so much.” 
 



“It’s our extended family, the key word is ‘home’.  Support through 
everything, the welcome we feel and feeling more a part of the church 
when seeing each other dotted about, makes us realise that we are not 
on our own”. 
 
To conclude: 
 
It sounds good, doesn’t it?  And that’s because it is!  If this is something you too 
would like to be part of, or hear more about, please phone or e-mail me. 
 
Libby 
0118 321 8322 
revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Alexander Devine Children's Hospice 
 
The latest news from Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service is 
that preparations are on track for building to start in late September. Co-
founder and CEO Fiona Devine says: 
 
“This is such an amazing year for our local charity and I am delighted that we are 
looking to start the build process late September time.“It has been a very busy time 
working with our build team, planning the detail for the commencement for the build. 
Both sets of quantity surveyors are in second stage of our tender process. Applications 
have now gone out to the market place, the data is being analysed for best price, best 
quality and value for money. Once all the information has been collated the 
inauguration of the works will begin.”   
 
Interviewed on BBC Radio Berkshire on Wednesday morning, Fiona told  
Andrew Peach that building a children’s hospice for Berkshire would  
provide a seamless service of care for the more than 600 children with  
a life-limiting or life-threatening condition in Berkshire and their  
families. The Alexander’s Care Team will be based in the hospice but  
will also continue to offer the flexibility of care in children’s own  
homes. The hospice will offer day and overnight care.   
 
The children’s hospice has been designed by architect Angus Neil, of  
Edgington Spink & Hyne, in Windsor. Our contractors are Beard  
Construction, and our quantity surveyors are Rider Levett & Bucknall of  
Wokingham. Angus told Andrew that his brief from Fiona and John Devine  had 

been to design a ‘home from home’. He described how the six en-suite 
bedrooms for children – two of which will be interconnecting,  
face south to catch the sunshine and overlook fields, while the six  
acres of grounds provide plenty of room for the children, their  
siblings and families to play and make treasured memories together. At  
the same time, he added, the hospice sits beautifully within the  
community.  
 
The site is near Maidenhead, within easy access of J8/9 of the M4, the A404M, 
A4 and M40. Fiona adds: 
 
“We are on the final push although there are many more chapters to come. We still 
have just over £1.2m to raise to meet our £5m target to build Berkshire’s children’s 
hospice. We can celebrate where we are but we know there are many more pages to 
come in our story. "  
 
Submitted by Julia Eversham who also added the following: 
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support. With your help, we are able to 
fund Alexander nurses who can offer respite and support. Over 600 families in 
Berkshire will benefit from the Hospice.   
 
 
 
Alexander Devine Dates for your Diary  
 
August 1st           Earley Green Fair 
September 11th  Tana’s Cuppa and Cake 
October 24th      Quiz Night at St Nicolas Church Hall 
 
 



St Nicolas Church, Earley, presents: 
 

A concert of organ music by Alessandro Bianchi 
 

Venue: St Nicolas Church 
  Sutcliffe Avenue 
  Earley  RG6 7JN 
 
Date: Tuesday 14 July 
Time: 7.30pm 
Admission Free    
 
Alessandro trained at Piacenza Conservatoire and is 
organist at the Anglican Church in Lugana.  He has 
performed around the world as well as on TV and radio.  
He visited us previously in July 2013 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
Highlights from the St Nicolas PCC Meeting 

16 June 2015 
 

 

Open Door Project 
Rod Sharpe, chair of the Open Door Project Group, attended to give an update 
on progress with architects JBKS.  A concept design will be presented to PCC in 
July. 
 
Stewardship and Finance 
 
We now have an additional noticeboard in church (it’s on the wall to the right 
of the door as you enter the church) which is currently being used for 
stewardship: the giving of money, time and talents towards the mission of St 
Nicolas church.  More information on “giving” will be on the board over the 
next few months, and the theology discussed in services. 
The team are working hard to keep our costs as low as possible and manage 
our assets prudently, but our giving needs to increase if we are to cover our 
costs 
 
St Nicolas: a church that is open to all 
 
A review all areas of our church life will be undertaken to look at the steps we 
are already taking to make St Nicolas a church that is open and accessible to 
everyone.  We will also be researching best practice as to what makes a church 
more inclusive, and from that identifying ways we can improve 
 
Children and Young People's Work 
 
We run fantastic groups for our children and young people but all teams are 
short of helpers and leaders.  Unless additional volunteers are found, we will 
not be able to continue to provide the level of Sunday Clubs we currently do.   
 
Communication 
 
Our new website will be launched at the start of July. 
 



Pastoral Care 
 
The team is working hard on new safeguarding procedures for children and 
vulnerable adults.  PCC also approved two proposals: for an evening on autism 
awareness later in the year, and to trial a dementia-friendly service that would 
take place during the week.  Dates and further information to follow 
 
Next PCC Meetings 
8 July - presentation by architects 
15 July  
 
Wendy Neale 
PCC Secretary 
 
Full minutes of previous meetings are available from the Parish Office 
 
 

St Nicolas Mothers' Union 
 
Our June meeting took place on June 9 and in the absence of our branch leader 
was led by our deputy branch leader, Ruth.  Following our opening prayers and 
hymn our speaker was Sergeant Mark Smith of the Woodley and Twyford 
section of the Thames Valley Police. 
 
Mark explained to us that the Thames Valley Police Fore was one of the largest 
in the country covering 70 square miles and serving a population of 156,000 
involving three counties 
 
He outlined to us the "hierarchy" of the police service led by the area 
commander and uniformed officers.  He exlained that the "bobbies on the beat",  
familiar from previous times, had been replaced by "community 
support officers" who although having reduced powers were the "eyes and ears" 
of the service.  Their job was to engage with the community and they were 
invaluable in gathering intelligence. 
 
Mark had been 28 years in the police force during which time he had seen many 
changes both in priorities and also in kit which he demonstrated for us.  
Throughout his talk Mark was happy to answer questions from members, and 
we all found it a most interesting afternoon and thank him for coming to visit us. 
 

Unfortunately we have to say farewell to one of our members, Daphne 
Edwards, who is moving to Shropshire early in July to be nearer her family.  We 
shall miss you Daphne and send you our best wishes for the move and for the 
future. 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Pat Cocks on the birth of twin great-
grandchildren., Owen and Samantha.  We hope babies and parents are doing 
well. 
 
Happy holidays to all our members and families if and when they go. 
 
Next Meeting   Tuesday July 14 at 2.15pm 
Speaker    From Collective Legal Solutions 
Subject    "Tax, Care and Toy Boys" 
Sounds intriguing - Please join us if you are free. You will be most welcome. 
 

Mothers' Union Coffee Morning 
 

Tuesday July 21 at 10am 
 In Church 

 
All are welcome 

 
Valerie Edgeworth 
 



            
 
 
 

 
 
 

            ‘Joy in Enough’ conference – Saturday 7th November 2015, Bristol 

 ‘Joy in Enough’ conference – Saturday 7th November 2015, Hashtag for the Joy In Enough 

conference: #jie_ 

 

 

The economics of hope 
Saturday 7 November 2015 
11.00am to 5.00pm 

 

St Michael’s Centre, 
Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8PD. 

 

Green Christian invites you to a day with two world-class speakers which will 
take further our ground-breaking Joy in Enough initiative. 
 
Keynote speakers and workshops 
 
 

 Molly Scott-Cato is MEP for South West England and speaks for 
the Green Party on finance. Previously a professor of economics at 
Roehampton University, she is the author of Green Economics 
(2009) and Environment and Economy (2011). 
 

 Jonathan Rowson is Director of the Social Brain Centre at the 
Royal Society of Arts, where he is conducting research on 
spirituality, neurology, social change and the environment. With 
the RSA he has recently published Spiritualise: revitalising 
spirituality to address 21st century challenges. 
 
  

In the afternoon we are running seven workshops on a variety of related 
themes: Measuring progress, Economic education, TTIP and corporate power, 
Monetary policy, De-marketing, Inequality, and Building a spirited movement for 
economic change. 
Why you should come 
 
With escalating environmental loss, inequality and debt, our current economic 
model is in ‘system failure’.   We believe there is an alternative, and we dare to 
believe it can be realised. 



As Christians, we are challenged from the roots of our faith to propose a new 
economic purpose – joy in enough for all, within Earth’s limits and in reverence 
for our own creaturehood.  But we must start by rescuing economics from its 
captivity. 
 
We look to churches to create the social space in which sustainable economies 
can be constructed, setting the ‘dismal science’ free to become joyful art and 
sacred enterprise. 
 
Join us to: 
 

• form a vision for an economy in which both people and planet will flourish 

• help the churches rethink their own mission and advocate for the 
alternative 

• stoke the debate with policies and stories which will make change happen. 
 
This one day conference is sponsored by Green Christian, A Rocha and SPEAK. 
 
Booking: 
Tickets: £18 for Green Christian members (£20 after 31 August 2015).  £20 
Non-members. £5 with student card. 
 
Travel Directions:   here 
Download a conference poster to circulate information about this event. 
For more information on the Joy in Enough project visit 
www.greenchristian.org.uk/joy-in-enough 
           Margaret Brown 
 
 
Prayers and Best wishes to 
 
Valerie Edgeworth  - we hope she is soon home from hospital 
 
Maureen Devine – we hope to see you soon 
 
Emma Major – congratulations on being admitted into the community of 
Pioneer Ministers  
 
The Joyce Family – welcome baby Francis

The Open Door Project 
 

 
 
We are now in the midst of detailed discussions with our architects to put 
together a final proposal to take to PCC in July. We have taken into 
consideration the vision for St Nicolas and all the ideas which came out of our 
church workshops last year together with the results from talking to local 
people and organizations 
 
We look forward with excitement to seeing how the architects will convert all 
this information into practical terms and how these changes will help us develop 
God’s church in Earley.          
Rod Sharpe 
 

 



Some pictures of recent events 
 

  

   
Gay Pride - some pictures of the March 

 
 

 
All the young people and helpers on their recent trip to the Isle of Wight 

A big thank you to all those who gave their help 
 

 
 

Arati, Daniel, Leon, Fiona & Charlotte at their Confirmation on 21.6.2015......and with Bishop Andrew the same day 
Thanks to all who helped to make this a great day. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our new curate Ben with his wife Jo, baby Ted  
and Bishop Andrew at Ben's ordination as Dean  
at Christchurch Oxford 4.7.2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emma Major becomes a Pioneer Lay Minister 



A Favourite Hymn 
 

We have been having some lovely weather lately and I was trying to think of a 
hymn which might convey the feelings we get from having good weather and the 
nearest I could get was this old childhood favourite.  
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful 
the Lord God made them all. 

 
Each little flower that opens 

each little bird that sings, 
he made their glowing colours, 

he made their tiny wings. 
 

The purple headed mountains, 
the river running by, 

the sunset and the morning 
that brighten up the sky. 

 
The cold wind in the winter, 
the pleasant summer sun, 

the ripe fruits in the garden, 
he made them every one. 

 
The tall trees in the greenwood, 

the meadows for our play, 
the rushes by the water, 

to gather every day 
 

He gave us eyes to see them, 
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty 
who has made all things well 

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
 
 
 

 
 

Bright Now - The Church of England and Climate Change 
 

The Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion: 

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

• To respond to human need by loving service 

• To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and reconciliation 

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth 

 

As you can see, care for creation is not really an option for us.  The Church of 
England has already decided to divest £12 million from thermal coal and tar 
sands companies. 
 

That’s great, but more than 50 churches around the world have moved away 
from the oil, gas and coal companies altogether and there is increasing pressure 
from campaigners in the Church of England to do likewise.  This includes a 
motion from our own Oxford Diocese to be debated at General Synod  from 
10 -14 July. 
 

Dr Darrell Hannah, author of the Oxford Motion, recently spoke at a meeting 
of Churches Together in Earley and East Reading.  Most agree that if global 
temperatures rise more that 2%, it can’t be reversed.  The Church could invest 
in renewables and energy efficiency projects to receive an equally good return 
on investments and support a low-carbon economy (seethe Lambeth 
Declaration below). 
 

I believe climate change will, and does, effect the world’s poorest most. I know 
that within the Church of England, and within St Nicolas, there are wide range 
of opinions.  But I ask even the most sceptic: are you willing to take the risk.  
 

Whatever your view, please pray for Synod members as they decide what steps 
to take. 
 

The Justice, Peace and Environment Group are looking to host a talk on the 
science of climate change later in the year.  We hope that people for all sides  of 
the climate change debate will attend and so we can have an interesting 
discussion. 
 
More info from Bright Now, the Campaign for Fossil Free Churches 
http://brightnow.org.uk/ 
 



 

 

 

This year in summary … 

• Feedback from the schools has been awesome 
… we are feeling so blessed and so grateful to 
God! 

• Our volunteers, team leaders and staff have 
been amazing … we are feeling very thankful! 

• Exciting mornings with over 520 Year 6 pupils 
at the Transition Events on 6 & 13 July. 

• Our work is continuing to inspire other areas of the UK; pray for the team in 
the office as they help and support these enquiries. 

• REinspired has been supporting the teams preparing to launch in the Autumn 
term:  West Reading, Guernsey, Houghton Regis and Chinnor.   Our family 
continues to grow! 

• We have seen a few of our volunteers move which means that there are 
opportunities to join in … do contact us to find out more. 

• Take a look at our new website, be a member of our new Facebook Group 
for sharing ideas and follow us on Twitter @re_inspired!  

  
Thank you, your prayers and support mean so much to us. 
 
A Launch in Guernsey 
In early June three of the team, Julia Neil, and 
Carrie accepted an invitation to visit Guernsey 
and speak to church and school leaders about how 
REinspired can transform the RE syllabus.  
 

The PACE (Practical Assistance in Christian Education) 
team, a charity, has a team of schools workers who are 
doing some great work with assemblies and prayer 
spaces for children in Guernsey.  Recently, the schools 
have been asking for support with RE lessons and church 
leaders had seen how working with the curriculum could 
foster closer relationships between schools and local 
churches. One of the ministers remembered REinspired 

at the Hand in Hand conference two years ago.  He thought, "that's it” and got 
in contact! 
 

A Schools' prayer space 

At the heart of the visit was a REinspired session on prayer with Year 5's in a 
local primary school. Julia and Carrie trained the local team in the morning and 
in the afternoon they delivered.  Brilliant.  The children, teachers and church 
leaders at the session, loved it. 
We expect them to adopt REinspired’s ethos and methodology in the coming 

months and there'll be a training session offered to the volunteers.  It was 

rewarding to see how well REinspired met the needs of schools and churches 

there ... something we want to see more and more of nationally.                        

Neil Warwick 

 

 
REINSPIRED, St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Reading, RG6 7JN 

www.reinspired.org.uk | Tel: 0118 966 3929 | Email: office@reinspired.org.uk 

Churches Together in Earley & East Reading Schools Project. Registered Charity No 1109291 Company No 5254233 limited by guarantee.  

Registered Address: St Peter’s Church Hall, Church Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 1EY 

 
 
 

The New St Nicolas Website 
Same name – www.stnicolas.org.uk – a whole new look 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Take a look.  Have a play around. 
 
Let me know what you think 
. 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
0118 966 9080  
 



EVENTS 
 
The following are some items on the Reading Voluntary Action Web Site which 
might be of interest:  
9 July 2015 Haymaking at Pond Meadow, Emmer Green  
Volunteering The Conservation Volunteers Reading 
We will be returning to the site where we planted nearly 500 trees back in 
2012, to cut hay for the Food …  
11 July 2015 Exploring Autism, an introduction  
TrainingAutAngel 
Autism is invisible. You probably have an autistic colleague, employee, volunteer, 
friend, customer or family member, or you might be autistic yourself …  
16 July 2015 Community Gardening at Five a Day Market Garden  
The Conservation Volunteers Reading 
We are back to the garden to do some summer gardening jobs! The exact task 
is still to be confirmed.…  
17 July 2015 Join in the Eid festival at Palmer Park  
Festival / Fete / CarnivalMuslim Ladies Club UK 
Eid is a cultural festival celebrated throughout the UK. This year again we are 
doing it for Reading community in Palmer Park. …  
18 July 2015 Open Morning Invitation  
Premises launch. Faith Christian Group 
Come to our Open Morning and help us celebrate our new premises! Visitors 
are welcome to experience our new location between 10am-1pm  
18 July 2015 Exploring autism further  
TrainingAutAngel 
This is a follow on session to the introductory day and enables further 
exploration of issues related to autism, including the impact … …  
26 July 2015 Reading Family Fun Day  
Festival / Fete / CarnivalReading Family Fun Day 
FREE entry charity family fun day supporting The British Heart Foundation. 
BBQ, Bouncy Castle, Vintage Ice Cream Van, Animal Roadshow, Circus Skills …  
 
10 August 2015 Game of Theatre Progress Youth Theatre – Summer 
Workshop  
ActivityReading Progress Theatre 
Join Progress Youth Theatre for a week of fantasy as we open our doors during 
the summer holidays to children and young …  
31 August 2015 Legacy of Valour Exhibition – last day ExhibitionReading 
Museum & Town HallThis exhibition runs throughout the month starting on 2 

August, about the contribution of Sikh soldiers during the First World War 
(1914 
For further information on these events see:info@rva.org.uk 
 
And a few bits and pieces from Wokingham Borough Libraries Events 
Guide  (For further information go to www.wokingham.gov.uk/libraries 
 
Lower Earley Library - August 11 (for children and families) 
Fur and Feather - Come and meet some Birds of Prey with talk and hands on 
experience. For families with children aged 5 and over £3.50.  
11am-12noon. 
 
Pirate Activity Morning Saturday September 19  Just drop in and try out 
our Pirate Activity Sheet and puzzles. For chidlren aged 12 and under.   
10am - 12 noon  Free 
 
Wokingham Library 
Heritage Walk - Enjoy a walk around Wokingham and learn about the town's 
history.  Free, for adults and children aged 8 and over 
Monday July 27 11am-12noon 
Snow White and Red Rose  A wondrous classic tale brought to you by The 
Enchanted Players Theatre Company. Suitable for all the family. 
£5 per person.  Wednesday July 29   2pm-3.30pm 
Storytelling with Alice - Come and meet Alice in Wonderland and hear her 
story. For families £2 charge. Wednesday August 12  10.30-11.30am. 
 
The Look Out Discovery Centre - science and discovery fun  Nine Mile 
Ride, Bracknell, RG12 7QW 
Tel: 01344 354400 or www.facebook.com/thelookoutdiscovery 



 
Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 
 

Warning of road works posted on Face Book by one of our local 
borough councillors 

 
The Arborfield Road will be closed to through traffic from Monday 3 August for 
approximately three weeks while work in connection with the Shinfield Eastern 
Relief Road takes place near the Magpie & Parrott Pub. 
 
Diversions will be in place and a diversion route map will be published in the 
near future 

 
Earley Volunteer Driver Bureau 

 
There are some of our congregation who use the Bureau so this is to let you all 
know that on Friday July 3 the Bureau moved its office from the Silverdale 
Centre at Maiden Erlegh School to Centre Point, nr Trinity Church.  Address: 
Earley CentrePoint, Chalfont Close, Lower Earley RG6 5HZ.   New telephone 

number is: 0118 986 6980 
 
 



 
JULY DATES 
 
Wed 1   11.00 Communion & 
   Coffee 
   7.45 Singing Group 
Sun 5  5th Sunday  
   after Trinity 
   8.00 Communion 
 10.00 Parish   
   Communion 
 12.00 PPP 
Mon 6   9.30 Noah's Ark @ 
   St Nics 
Evening   8.00 Earley Community 
  Choir 
Wed 8 11.00 Communion & 
   Coffee 
   7.30 PCC Meeting 
   7.45 Singing Group 
Sun 12  6th Sunday  
   after Trinity 
   8.00 Communion 
 10.00 Parish   
   Communion 
Mon 13   9.30 Noah's Ark @ 
   St Nics 
Evening  8.00  Earley Community  
  Choir 
Tues 14  2.15 MU 
  7.30 Concert of   
organ music by Alessandro Bianchi 
Wed 15 11.00 Communion & 
   Coffee 
   7.30 PCC Meeting 
   7.45 Singing Group 
 
 
 
 
 

Sat 18  11.30 -2pm Summer Fun  Day 
& BBQ 
Sun 19  7th Sunday 
  after Trinity 
                 8.00 Communion 
               10.00  Everyone Together 
                       led by Music Group 
Curate Ben Kautzer, Jo & Ted's  
first Sunday with us 
                  5-6 Oakwood 
                          Forest Church 
Mon 20     9.30 Noah's Ark @ 
  St Nics 
Tues 21    10.00 MU Coffee 
        Morning - all are welcome 
Wed 22   11.30 Communion & 
  Coffee 
                 7.45 Singing Group 
23 July to 1 September - School 
  Summer Holidays  
Sunday 26 8th Sunday 
  after Trinity 
                8.00 Communion 
              10.00 Parish     
  Communion 
               7.30-930 Craft & Chat 
Mon 27   9.30 Noah's Ark @ 
  St Nics 
Wed 29 11.00 Communion & 
  Coffee 
               7.45 Singing Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST DATES 
 
Sat 1 Pray and Fast for the 
              Climate 
Sun 2  9th Sunday  
   after Trinity 
   8.00 Communion 
 10.00 Parish   
   Communion 
  TTT 
Wed 5 11.00 Communion & 
   Coffee 
   7.45 Singing Group 
Sun 9  10th Sunday 
   after Trinity 
   8.00 Communion 
 10.00 Parish   
   Communion 
Tues 11   2.15 MU Garden  
   Party 
Wed 12 11.00 Communion & 
   Coffee 
   7.45 Singing Group 
Sun 16  11th Sunday 
   after Trinity 
   8.00 Communion 
 10.00 Parish 
   Communion 
Wed 19 11.00 Communion & 
   Coffee 
   7.45 Singing Group 
Sun 23  12th Sunday 
   After Trinity 
   8.00 Communion 
 10.00 Parish 
   Communion 

Wed 26    11.00 Communion & 
  Coffee 
                  7.45 Singing Group 
Sun 30 13th Sunday 
  after Trinity 
                 8.00 Communion 
               10.00 Parish 
  Communion 
5-6 September   PPP Family Camp 
                            and  Confirmation 
 
 
 
 
Funerals 
 
5 June           George Vettivelu 
                      Sutcliffe Avenue 
                      Earley 
 
16 June         Betty Spatcher 
                      Sutcliffe Avenue 
                      Earley 
 
25 June          Val Hanagan 
                      Palmer School Road 
                      Wokingham 
 
26 June          Brian Skitt 
                      Dove Close 
                      Lower Earley 
 
Thanksgiving Service 
 
28 June             Aoife Gunbie 
                         Princes Street 
                         Reading  



CONTACT LIST 
Vicar 
Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 
neil@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Curate 
Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 
 
Associate Clergy 
Maureen Devine 0118 921 2767 
David Webster 0118 979 4568 
 
Licensed Lay Minister 
Emma Major 0118 907 6216 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
 
Parish Administrator 
Wendy Neale 0118 966 9080 
wendy@stnicolas.org.uk 
 
Wendy is in the office on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 9.30am 
to 3.00pm during school term times. 
 
Churchwardens 
Kate Hubbard 0118 986 9907 
Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Sedgwick 0118 967 8902 
 
 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.08.2015 
To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 
Covenanting Secretary 
Hugh Simpson 0118 977 5951 
 
Director of Music/Organist 
Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 
 
Readings & Intercessions 
Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 
 
Prayer Chain 
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Church Flowers 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Church Cleaning 
Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 
 
Hall Boolkings 
Eleanor Gunbie 07774788697 
 
Mothers' Union  
Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 
 
Head Server 
Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Newsletter 
Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 
 
Welcome Rota 
Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 
 
Coffee Rota  
Karen Koefman 0118 978 8684 

 

 


