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love your neighbour 

30 "you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

mind, and with all your strength." The second is this, "you shall love your 

neighbour as yourself." There is no other commandment great than these. 

Jesus is really clear here, the most important commandments - God-given instructions- 

are to love God and love our neighbours. 

Where I lived as a boy there was a field with an orchard at the end of the road...apple 

and pear trees. The orchard belonged to an old man who lived in a house at the bottom 

of the orchard. We'd sneak in to scrump apples and he'd shout at us, we thought he was 

a "grumpy old man" and we were a bit scared of him. 

When the old man died he left his house and the orchard to the family that lived next 

door to him. They weren't related to him and it seemed a bit odd that the grumpy old 

man had done this. People in the village couldn't work it out. 

Gradually the story came out. The family next door had taken in a hot meal to the old 

man every day...the only hot meal he had, they made an extra bit of dinner, enough for 

the old man. They did this quietly and unnoticed every day for over then years! The old 

man had no family and few friends, this amazing act of kindness, service and love must 

have been a ray of light in his life. And he thanked them by giving his house and orchard 

to them. 

What that family did was amazing...the old man wasn't the easiest person to love, they 

were persistent in their loving kindness year after year after year, no one but them and 

the old man knew the love they were giving... 

When God asks us to love our neighbour as ourself he doesn't ask us to do it out of 

nothing. He asks us to do it out of the reality that he first loved us. God looks at everyone 

on the grass this morning and thinks "I love these people, they're amazing" out of the 

energy and grace of that free gift of love, God wants us to love him and love 

neighbour...its a pass-it-on sort of thing, a virtuous virus, we catch it from God and share 

it with others. 

So inspired by God and the family who gave the meals to the old man...what could you 

do today to love your neighbour...on your street, on the next desk at work or school, a 

contact across the other side of the world. I wonder if we could each do an act of  

kindness for someone today? And if asked why? We could quietly say we were 

reminded of Gods command, love your neighbour, and I thought of you. 


