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Children and Young People 
 

I have been thinking a lot recently about St Nicolas and our relationship with 

children and young people in our Church and in our community. 

In July, our Parochial Church Council identified children and young people as a 

key priority in mission for the coming year and in the planning for use of the  

St Nicolas Centre. 

 

We have some gifted and talented people at St Nicolas whose calling is to be 

alongside children and young people – to encourage them, learn from them, and 

guide them, helping them discover Christ and a life-long faith in him. Also, 

alongside parents, carers and teachers to help children and young people live life 

with joy and wellbeing. 



I heard a lot of positive feedback about what Helen shared at St Nicolas last 

Sunday and wanted to give the following article prominence in this newsletter, 

so here it is…     

 

THIS TIME ON FRIDAY :  

“ BEING INTERESTED AND UNDERSTANDING”  

 

Before summer I started to volunteer with the local Christian charity “Just 

Around the Corner “(JAC). So, on a Friday I now go to the Silverdale Youth 

Centre where I and 3 other youth workers are led by Chris Doughty in youth 

mentoring sessions.  

 

Young people are referred to us and come out of lessons once a week for a 

period of 6-8 weeks, so that they can talk and share what’s happening in their 

lives. Usually this means they are struggling with their concentration levels or 

behaviour or just finding life a bit much and needing some support. It may be 

that an event has occurred, such as bereavement in the family, marital 

breakdown, an illness perhaps, or it may be just that they are having peer issues, 

getting anxiety in lessons or simply just not coping. 

 

I love it! It’s such a privilege. But it’s also confirmed my assessment that youth 

mentoring is an amazingly valuable and wonderful thing to do- and it’s very 

much needed. 

 

Context 

 

Julia Jones, Andy Barlow and I, as youth leaders for St Nics have been aware for 

some time of the pressures that young people face especially with regard to the 

need to be accepted and to fit in. The increasing use of social media puts a 

pressure on young people to be connected, to feel included, to post 

achievements or to compare themselves with others in terms of image or what 

they are doing. Our world has changed significantly since the internet and Wi- 

Fi! 

 

We know from our survey that young people often feel isolated and even 

lonely. They lack deep personal relationships and can feel overwhelmed and 

undervalued. JAC have noticed a decrease in the  number of young people 

“hanging out” as young people chose to be in their bedrooms and connect with 

each other through their phones or Xboxes and play stations etc.  

 

On Sabbatical we went to a mega-church (with roughly 11,000 people in it) in 

LA, California and there happened to be the guest speaker, Tim Emerson, 

talking about the “iY” generation. His main message was that the world we 



grow up in tends to make us behave in a certain way and this will be different to 

the generation before; “generation x” “baby boomers” “the post war 

generation”.  

 

Social media has lots of positives and it is amazing for giving us information, 

helping us keep in contact, organise things and stay in touch. But children these 

days get their tablet or iPad from when they are toddlers and internet and 

smart phone connectivity from a very early age. But with this increase in 

connectivity there are consequences. Tim used the acronym SCENE to 

explain:  

 

S- SPEED… everything happens quickly if you are on the internet. You can get 

information just by asking your phone about anything, anywhere in the world.  

The by-product of this is that you might think SLOW is bad. Why bother 

queuing when you can do it on line? Fast food, fast track, fast check in etc 

 

C- CONVENIENCE…things are easy and convenient. Shopping on line from the 

convenience of your phone any time for example- why would you want to go to 

a shop? This might make you think that if something is HARD then it’s bad.  

 

E- ENTERTAINING… it’s easy to be entertained 24/7 ;you can get any TV, Film, 

Music video , You- tube clips etc. at any time. Young people circulate things that 

make them laugh, things that they find entertaining “go viral” … and so 

BOREDOM is bad. Without Wi-Fi our young people are often frustrated and 

“bored” very quickly. But it’s been shown that not having things to do makes us 

notice the world around us a bit more… like sitting on a train or being in a car. 

Also it’s a time we are naturally creative.  

 

N- NURTURE… this one is more about how we wrap kids up in cotton wool. 

We think we are being kind but we don’t allow them to do anything. We don’t 

like them out “because of the dangers”, we do risk assessments on everything 

and we rarely let them make mistakes. We need to know where they are every 

minute. This means they think RISK is bad. It makes them nervous of new 

things, or of new people or situations.  

 

E- ENTITLEMENT… kids get a lot of what they want these days. This leads to a 

sense of Tim used the acronym  

deserving stuff.  They want to stay in line with peers… if they have it then I 

should have it to. It can lead to feeling you should be given stuff and can make 

you think that HAVING TO WORK FOR SOMETHING is bad… it’s not worth 

it. I should have it anyway.  
 



Before I go further please don’t think I’m criticising young people. This is their 

world. This is our world. But a consequence of social media and the above is 

that we are seeing a generation of young people who are finding living in the 

real world difficult.  

 

So how does this fit with us as a Christian community.  

I believe strongly that a lot of the problems young people face can be directly 

addressed by our faith. I Know that by addressing some of these issues we are 

helping young people with the transition out into “the real world” (one of the 

aims of our youth work)-  when it comes to being independent, starting their 

working lives or going on to further education.  

 

Firstly the wonderful, life giving beautiful message of the Gospel. 

GOD LOVES US. UNCONDITIONALLY. Not because of what we do, 

what we have, what we achieve or how popular we are. He loves us anyway. He 

made us; He made us as we are, unique, beautiful and precious to him. This 

message is essential. Think about it. If we know we are loved and accepted 

completely as we are then we don’t have to compete or fight to be “liked”.  It 

also helps us deal with failure – which is guaranteed at some point e.g. not 

getting that job, a relationship not working out, failing an exam or a promotion 

going to someone else instead of you.  

 

Secondly is Gods commandment to each of us; LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF. This is an antidote to the “I” in “iY”… it 

reminds us we should think about how we treat each other. It helps us 

empathise, listen, communicate well, encourage. It makes us positive about 

ourselves and about others. It stops us using social media to bully or comment 

in negative ways. It avoids us speaking, or texting or messaging before thinking 

about how our comments might affect the person on the receiving end.  

 

How does this bridge into St Nicolas. 

 

As we plan our work with young people we have to adapt to the way our 

world is changing. It is not the world it was even 10 years ago. Andy and I 

thought we were doing well when we started the young people’s Facebook page 

a few years back but already this is out of date and we are now on Instagram.  

But maybe we need to revisit how young people are included in worship. How 

we serve and engage with our young people. How we support them in an 

environment that is no longer Christian by default.  

 

As we plan the use of the St Nicolas Centre we need to ask how we can 

make this a place that can be used by young people. Is it an opportunity to 

provide a safe space where they can meet up, hang out and do nothing together, 



make good meaningful relationships, or simply just be among people they know 

appreciate them in a God- Like way for WHO THEY ARE not what they are 

achieving.  

 

What about the parents?  

 

As a parent I don’t mind admitting at times I feel way out of my depth. I’m 

learning fast and a lot of that I owe to my wonderful two children who have 

gradually dragged me, yes sometime kicking and screaming, into the 21st century.  

When John was having difficulties in year 10, I was (and remain) extremely 

grateful to other parents who were able to say “that’s happening to me too” or 

“we had problems with one of our children and it will be ok” or just “I’m so 

sorry that sounds hard”.  I had to do some self-searching about why I was 

pressurising my children in certain ways and learn why I was or wasn’t 

communicating well.  

 

So on THURSAY OCTOBER 5th – if you have a child at secondary school 

or older (year 7 and up) and you would be interested in a PARENT SUPPORT 

GROUP, then please join me and some other interested parents at the church. 

Our vision is to have a monthly group and if others are keen we can put it to 

the PCC to take it forward.  

 

What can others in the church do? 

 

1) All of us can pray. We were all young once and we may or may not 

 remember times when we needed someone to help us out or just 

 listen to us or love us.  

 

2) When we meet a young person we can be intentionally non- 

 judgemental and ask open questions like “how is it going” or “how 

 are you”?  

We can all be INTERESTED and UNDERSTANDING and be 

alongside our young people as members of our Christian family. 

 
    

Helen Warwick 2017 



St Nicolas Centre Update 

 
The Contractors are Laying foundations for the temporary portacabins 

on Monday 2 October and then on Wednesday 11 October the 

portacabins will be craned onto the site and installed in the church garden.  

With all the equipment on site, please note that Montessori will be closed that 

day and there will be no 11.00 service at St Nicolas. 

 

Wherever you find yourself on that Wednesday, take a quiet moment to offer a 

prayer for the SNC.  We are still looking for as many people as 

possible to help pack and move stuff from the hall and sheds to 

containers, offered garages, and the portacabin hall on Saturday 21 October.  

If you are able to help please let the Office, Wendy Neale or Julia Jones know. 

 

Don't forget to mark Sunday 15 October in your calendar. Bishop Andrew 

and the Earley Town Mayor will be joining us for a special Breaking 

Ground service followed by a bring-and-share lunch.  Come and enjoy the 

celebration! 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Earley & District Flower 
Club 

 

Join us for an evening of stunning flower arrangements  
by Nick Grounds with a demonstration entitled 

 

“BAH HUMBUG” 

 

Wednesday 1st  November 2017 at 7.30 pm 

 

Bulmershe School Auditorium, 

Woodlands Ave, Woodley, Reading, RG5 3EU  

 

Tickets £10 available on the door 
 or from 0118 966 7004  

 

Refreshments included, doors open at 6.45 pm, ample parking 

 

TOMBOLA     RAFFLE    SALES TABLE 

 

 
 

 

 

     
       

 

 

 

 

 



A Reading Church Walk 
 

On a sunny Saturday morning in September I set out on a walk across Reading. 

In itself, this would hardly be worthy of a Newsletter article, but this particular 

walk had a purpose. I was taking part in a nationwide event known as Ride and 

Stride for Churches, and my purpose was to raise money for the Royal County 

of Berkshire Churches Trust.  
 

The Trust is an organisation that raises money in order to give it away – 

specifically to keep churches in good repair, and, where appropriate, to add 

facilities, such as kitchens and toilets, that will make them more welcoming and 

better-equipped both for Sunday worship and as centres for the community. 

While its grants are restricted to churches (church halls and church centres are 

outside its remit) it is not, like some trusts, limited to ‘historic’ churches, and 

over the years it has supported churches of all Christian denominations and of 

all ages, from Norman to modern (including St Nicolas, when we needed to 

repair our roof in the 1990s). In the past thirty years is has made grants totalling 

over half a million pounds. Ride and Stride is a major fund-raising event for the 

Trust, and I am very grateful to all those who generously sponsored me. 
 

For me, though, the walk was not just about raising money. It also gave me a 

splendid opportunity to see some of the wonderful churches in Reading – 

churches built with love and in faith, with dedication and hard work, and with 

skill and artistry, and maintained today with the same love and faith, the same 

dedication and hard work, and the same skill and artistry. Some of the churches 

I had visited before, some were new to me, but all gave me cause to stop and 

stare and wonder. 
 

I started at the church of the English Martyrs in Tilehurst and ended at St 

Bartholomew’s on the edge of Palmer Park, and altogether visited twenty 

churches. There were too many to describe here individually, but some stand 

out – the lofty interior of J P St Aubyn’s All Saints, Downshire Square; the 

wonderful furnishings (including a Pugin screen) at Holy Trinity; the grandeur of 

the Minster; the classical restraint of St Mary Castle Street; the quietness of the 

burial ground behind the Friends’ Meeting House in Church Street; the 

Victorian gothic masterpiece that is Henry Woodyer’s Christ Church; and the 

magnificent series of stained glass windows by C E Kempe at St Luke’s.  
 

And at many of them I met people who clearly loved their churches and were 

glad to share their love and their knowledge with me. It was a great way to 

spend a Saturday, and an inspiration to be reminded of the magnificent heritage 

we have in Reading. 
 

Peter Durrant 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Charity Quiz Night 
In aid of Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service  

and St Peter’s Church 

 
Earley St Peter’s Church Hall 

 
Saturday October 14th at 7pm 

 
Tickets £7 including a cheese platter 

(please bring your own drinks) 
 

Make up your own team of 8 people or join a team  
on the night 

Get your brain working and have lots of fun 
 

Tickets available from:    Julia Eversham   Tel: 01189875211 
Helen Price          Tel: 01189871771 

(and available in church) 
 
 

 



100 years After the Balfour Declaration, Celebration and Lament 
this article is reproduced from Justpeace No313, a Pax Christi publication. 

 

Unfinished business? Seeking peace through the door of justice in the 

Holy Land 

 

Between 1917 and 1948 Britain controlled the area of the Middle East then 

known as Palestine. These three decades were to have a profound effect on 

Arabs and Jews, and have left an incomplete legacy: Israelis have their state, but 

Palestinians still wait desperately for their due. For justice to be done, they too 

should enjoy the freedom of unfettered statehood.  

 

The November 1917 ‘Balfour Declaration’, in the form of a letter from Foreign 

Secretary Arthur James Balfour to Lord Rothschild, was a statement of 

Government policy. Balfour promised ‘the establishment in Palestine of a 

national home for the Jewish people’. This promise was fulfilled; but the 

Declaration continued: ‘…it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done 

which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish 

communities in Palestine’. Those communities formed the majority of the 

population.  

 

This second clause has never been honoured, in terms of equal rights and equal 

statehood for the indigenous Palestinian inhabitants of the land. Many 

commentators have drawn attention to this contradiction. Few have been 

willing to address the moral responsibility of the United Kingdom for what has 

occurred, and our duty to work for an equitable solution to the impasse that 

Balfour bequeathed. 

 

The Balfour Project was founded by a small group of interested people, to try to 

enlarge understanding in Britain of the Balfour Declaration and its 

consequences, as we approach its centenary on 2 November. We are 

concerned that the anniversary be marked with great sensitivity: it will, 

understandably, be a cause for celebration in Israel and the Jewish community, 

and for anguished reflection on the part of Palestinians and across the Arab 

world. Here in Britain, we must resist the temptation to believe that helping to 

provide a home for a persecuted people reduces our responsibility for the 

tragic consequences for those who were displaced.  

 

This process has led the Balfour Project to think carefully about the 

relationships between pardon and peace, acknowledgment of rights, and dignity 

in coexistence. Bishop John Austin Baker observed that ‘Politics and peace 

processes, even when carried out with integrity and the best of intentions, can 

take us so far and no further. True and lasting reconciliation depends on 



something far more demanding. It requires that we tread the costly road of 

sorrow and repentance’.  

 

This is, of course, a deeply complex matter. Acknowledgment of suffering and 

injustice, past and present, is necessary, but not sufficient. The Balfour centenary 

is an occasion for profound reflection on both the past and the future, 

embracing ‘a firm purpose of amendment’ – putting matters right. The Balfour 

Project believes that the Declaration was born in controversy; it contains a 

contradiction, and its consequence has been conflict, which we have a duty to 

address.  

 

What can be done? First, we in Britain need to challenge ourselves, hard as it 

may be, without endorsing or criticising either of the competing narratives in 

the Holy Land, the Israeli and the Palestinian. What matters is equity, the equal 

treatment of both peoples, by us and by each other, now and in the future.  

 

We believe, with the contemporary Palestinian theologian, Naim Ateek, that 

‘the only way to peace is through the door of justice’. If this is so, both peoples 

need to live alongside one another, and respect the rights of the other. We 

advocate nonviolence from either people, and mutual recognition. Justice surely 

requires that Israel give back the Palestinian land she occupied by conquest in 

1967, ending the 50-year Occupation in return for mutual security and the 

assurance of peaceful co-existence, guaranteed by the international community 

in accordance with the rule of law. 

 

The centenary of the Balfour Declaration provides an opportunity for the 

British people and our Government to right a historic wrong by pressing before 

the interested parties, preferably with our European partners, the moral issues 

to which British policy has given rise. Justice requires changing the status quo in 

the Holy Land, which is far from static. It is heading swiftly in the wrong 

direction. Britain has a moral duty to give a lead in urging positive change.  

 

As a starting point, we believe the time is ripe for Britain equitably to recognise, 

alongside the State of Israel, the State of Palestine, on the basis of the pre-1967 

borders, as more than 130 United Nations member states have done. 

Moreover, our Government should uphold the international law which Britain 

co-wrote after World War Two.  

 

The Project has produced a 20-minute film, Britain in Palestine 1917-1948, 

which has been shown to Members of Parliament at Westminster, and at 

several Balfour study days around the country. This film, and its Companion 

Guide, seek to explain, objectively, the causes and consequences of the 



Declaration. Details of the Project and access to the film and guide are at 

www.balfourproject.org  

 

Progress towards reconciliation in such diverse areas of conflict as South Africa, 

Northern Ireland and Australia has been made possible when people have 

moved into dialogue with those they had grown up to think of as unspeakable, 

to discuss the unthinkable. As Maya Angelou wrote:  
 

History despite its wrenching pain 

Cannot be unlived, but if faced 

With courage need not be lived again. 
 

Mrs May has said that the centenary will be marked with pride. No doubt the 

Jewish community will wish to do so; but the Balfour Declaration has left a 

legacy of inequality, and we in this country have a particular responsibility to 

urge our political leaders to do all in their power to make it right. This matters 

if we are to discover a way to right a historic wrong, for our own benefit and 

for the good of both peoples – indeed, all the people – who inhabit the land in 

which the God of many names has chosen to be revealed.  

 

The Very Revd Nicholas Frayling is Dean Emeritus of Chichester and a trustee of the 

Balfour Project. His book Pardon and Peace was published by SPCK in 1996. 

 

From Margaret Brown 

 

 
 

http://www.balfourproject.org/


 

 

Going Deeper with Cafe Theologique Monday 9 October 

 

Luther at 500. What are we to make of the legacy of the Reformation?  

Rev. David Cornick is General Secretary of Churches Together in England, 

Fellow of Robinson College, Cambridge and Director of studies in Theology, 

Religion and Philosophy of Religion. 

 

Venue: Zero Degrees Bar 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Resting in the Spirit 
 

 
A new venture, open to everyone 

 

 
 
 
 
 

a time of quiet reflection,  
to relax and simply “be” with God 

 
 

19 November 2017 

3 - 4.30 pm 
 

 



  
 

Mothers' Union Meeting - 12 September 2017 
 

As Valerie was away for our September meeting, she asked me if I would do the 

article for the October Newsletter.  I hope you will forgive me if it seems a 

little 'topsy-turvy' in places. 

 

The speaker at our meeting was an old friend - Alan Copeland, who showed us 

a film on 'The Changing Face of Reading 1960/70/80, part 2'. 

This covered Coley Street, London Street, the Oracle and Southampton Street, 

which some of our members found very interesting, being born and bred in and 

around Reading. 

 

The film took us into Coley Street as it was in the 1960s, being disposed of to 

make way for the IDR, and the various buildings that were also knocked down, 

such as the Salvation Army Hostel and one or two other small shops such as 

the odd tea cafe, although the Rose and Crown is still standing!  We saw 

various sections of the IDR bridge in different stages of erection and where it 

went over the Holy Brook - apparently there is now a Holy Brook Housing 

Estate nearby. 

 

If I remember correctly this all took place around 1969/70, gradually coming 

into the 1980/90s with alterations taking place in and around London and Bridge 

Street.  (I must admit to getting a little confused with dates as the film kept 

going from before the alterations and back to the 1990s)   We saw pictures of 

the old trolleybus garage off Bridge Street, and where the old Tramway Power 

Station was, which is now the Oracle. 

Apparently London Street is the oldest street in Reading.  Burberrys who made 

high quality coats, also had a factory here. 

 

Watching all of this took my mind back to when I first arrived in Earley in 

August 1949  when there were lots of small individual shops in Broad Street, 

such as David Griegs, a delicatessen, where they used to cut ham off the bone - 

beautiful - and remember the bacon slicer?  The there was Wellsteeds, now 

Debenhams, where one had to book to get a seat in their restaurant; there was 

the Cadena Coffee Shop - what a lovely smell of coffee came to you in passing; 

opposite was Bulls, a small department store; Eighteens, the fishmongers; 

Timothy Whites, Woolworths and a variety of individual businesses. 

 



There was the Granby Cinema at Cemetary Junction where one could sit and 

enjoy a cup of tea before going into the cinema.  (I recently went to the cinema 

at Loddon Bridge to see 'Dunkirk', but had to leave after about 45 minutes.  I 

just could not cope with the loudness and size of i. 

AH WELL -MEMORIES! 

 

Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday October 10 but at the present 

time, we cannot say who is speaking to us as confirmation is needed.  However, 

it is sure to be very interesting, so please do come along and join us. We meet 

in the Church at 2.15pm.  We would be delighted to have your company. 

 

Ruth Parker 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Autumn Hop Disco on 23 

September.  A great time was had by all and it raised £115.  Keep those dancing 

shoes ready for the Spring Fling 2018 

 



Who does What in Church 
 

The Director of Music 

 

What does the Director of Music do? Well, it’s 

obvious really, isn’t it. He plays the organ for the 

services on Sundays, and for occasional evening 

services at special times like Holy Week. But of course, like every other job 

around the church, what you see (or hear) is only a part of the story. You might 

compare it to an iceberg, except that the proportions aren’t exact. About one-

tenth of an iceberg is visible, while nine-tenths are below the water line; in the 

case of music the proportions sometimes seem more like one-hundredth visible 

and ninety-nine hundredths submerged! 
 

In the first place there is the practice. Everything I play has to be rehearsed. 

Admittedly some things, like familiar hymns, need only a run through (though 

they all had to be learned once) But voluntaries are a different matter. A 

substantial concluding voluntary may last only five to six minutes, but it will have 

taken several hours to prepare. It’s perhaps just as well that I like playing the 

organ! Most of this practice takes place when the church is empty, though 

sometimes people cleaning the church, or working in the office, have had to put 

up with endless repetitions of a few bars while I try to get to grips with a 

difficult harmonic progression or a complicated pedal line. They have been very 

tolerant. 

 

Then there’s the preparation. An important job of the Director of Music is 

choosing the hymns we sing. This is interesting. I start by looking at the 

lectionary to find the readings for the day, which gives me the overall theme, 

and I then set about looking for hymns that fit. Sometimes this is fairly 

straightforward. When the theme is about the building, such hymns as ‘Let us 

build a house where love can dwell', or ‘Christ is our cornerstone, on him alone 

we build’, are obvious choices. At other times it’s not so easy. But this is where 

we start. Then I try to achieve a balance between traditional hymns and modern 

songs, reflecting the range of musical taste in the congregation. And of course, 

it’s important to get the ‘mood’ right.  A processional, or ‘gathering’ hymn 

needs to be welcoming and inclusive; the offertory hymn should look forward to 

the celebration of the eucharist that is to come; communion hymns are 

normally more reflective; and the recessional, or going-out hymn, needs to have 

a positive, up-beat character that makes us indeed want to ‘go in peace to love 

and serve the Lord’. And all this needs to be achieved without repeating 

anything too frequently. 

 

From our "Director of Music" Peter Durrant 



 

Peter's Hymn 

   1       4 

ANGEL-VOICES ever singing     In thy house, great God we offer 

Round the throne of light,     Of thine own to thee; 

Angel-harps for ever ringing,     And for thine acceptance proffer 

Rest not day nor night;      All unworthy 

Thousands only live to bless thee    Hearts and minds and hands and 

And confess thee     voices 

Lord of might.        In our choicest 

   2       Psalmody 

Thou who art beyond the farthest          5 

Mortal eye can scan,       Honour, glory, might and merit 

Can it be that thou regardest     Thine shall ever be, 

Songs of sinful man?      Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Can we know that thou art near us,    Blessed Trinity. 

And will hear us?       Of the best which thou has given 

Yes, we can          Earth and heaven 

          Render thee 

         3        Francis Pott 1832-1909 

For we know that thou rejoicest 

O'er each work of thine, 

Thou didst ears and hands and voices 

For thy praise design; 

Craftsman's art and music's measure 

For thy pleasure 

All combine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

   because we’re worth it! 
 

Meets every first Wednesday 

in the month at 8pm 

Rajmoni Restaurant, Maiden Place, Earley 

£9.95 for two course meal with coffee 

Contact Stuart for details 

 

Men’s Curry Club 



Climate Justice: 

can fairness create a green future? 

 

University of Reading 

Minghella Building 

 

Saturday 11th November 2017 

14.30-18.00 

 

It isn’t just polar bears being affected by climate change – people all over the 

world are already being negatively affected by changes to the climate, from 

droughts, flooding, and ruined harvests. That’s not fair. Particularly as these 

communities had no role in making the problem in the first place. Fast forward a 

few years, and the environmental situation for our children’s children is not 

looking too peachy either… but could it look green? 

If we changed the way we thought about climate change instead of it being ‘just 

a problem for science to solve’ to a problem about social justice, could we 

come up with a solution that addresses injustice that would help these 

communities and climate change at the same time? Can fairness create a green 

future? 

As part of the ESRC Social Science Festival, the Climate Justice Scholars from 

the University of Reading will be hosting an afternoon exploring different 

climate justice topics through presentation-slams, interactive posters and 

challenges. 

To top it all off, there will be a screening of the thought-provoking film ‘Greedy 

Lying Bastards’ – which exposes the deceit of the fossil fuel industries affecting 

vulnerable people – followed by an audience discussion chaired by university 

academics.  

The event is free, and drinks & snacks will be provided to fuel the fun and 

debate! 

 

Last Booking Date for this Event: 7th November 2017 

Book online at: 

http://rdg.ac/2wEMbvM 

http://rdg.ac/2wEMbvM


Ladies Pub Night 

Where? The Wheelwright Arms, 
Hurst 

 

When?   1st Thursday of each month 
 

Time?  From 7:30pm 
 

Come on your own or bring a friend 
Lovely pub, real ale, and  

pub food  available 
 

Any 
questions? 

 Ask Betina 
or  Eleanor 

 0118 926481 
 or 7789554493 

  



Jane and Philips' 40th Wedding Anniversary 

 
On Sunday 10 September Jane and Philip celebrated their 40th Anniversary by 

receiving a blessing from Neil.   

 

Three out of the six hymns we sung at the service were ones which Jane and 

Philip had at their wedding ceremony - "Love Divine, all loves excelling", "The king 

of love my shepherd is" and "Now thank we all our God". I thought it would be good 

to put one of them in the Newsletter and "Love Divine"  was the one chosen 

(see following page). 

 

Here are some pictures of the happy couple - then and now 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING 

 

1           7 
Love divine, all loves excelling,   Finish then thy new creation, 

joy of heaven to earth come down,  pure and spotless let us be 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,   let us see thy great salvation 

all thy faithful mercies crown.   perfectly restored in thee. 

2           8 

Jesu, thou art all compassion,   Changed from glory into glory, 

pure unbounded love thou art;   till in heaven we take our place, 

visit us with thy salvation,    till we cast our crowns before  

enter every trembling heart      thee 

3        Lost in wonder love and praise 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit    Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

into every troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit, 

let us find thy promised rest. 

4 

Take away the love of sinning, 

Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 

5 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave. 

6 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above; 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

 



 

Dates for Board Games Café for the rest of the year: 

 10 and 24 October, 7 and 21 November, 5 and 19 December 



 The WANTED 18 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Saturday 28th October 2017 at 8 pm. 

Free entry. Voluntary donations. Palestinian snacks 

Main Hall, RISC, 35-39 London St, Reading RG1 4PS  

Reading International Festival  

 

The Israeli army’s pursuit of 18 cows, whose independent milk 
production on a Palestinian collective was declared ‘a threat to 

the security of the state of Israel’.  Animated film of a true 
story of the ingenuity and power of grassroots activism. 

 



SOME HARVEST PICTURES 

 

Thank you to the teams that made our Harvest Festival so enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred          Open and friendly                Supportive 

                                           Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 

Some Interesting Dates 

 

1 October - International Day of Older Persons.  Info from UN, Help the 

Aged International 

4 October - Feast of St Francis, End of Creation Time, Pray and Fast 

for the climate.  Resources available from Pray and Fast 

6 October - CAFOD Harvest Fast Day. Materials available from CAFOD 

7 October - World Day for Decent Work. Info. Organised by the 

International TUC 

8 - 14 October - Prisons Week.  Materials available from Prisons Week 

See also Prison Fellowship International 

10 October - Liberian Presidential Election 

16 October - World Food Day.  Materials: Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance 

17 October  - International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. Info 

from the UN 

October 2017 (tbc) - World Mission Sunday.  (Roman Catholic Church) 

Materials available from Mission. 

October 22 - 29 - One World Week (incorporates 24 October, UN 

Day) 

Info. OWW website 

October 2017 (tbc) - Bible Sunday (Roman Catholic Church celebrates in 

December) Materials available from The Bible Society 

 
 



OCTOBER DATES 
 

Sunday 1 

16th Sunday after 

Trinity 

  8.00 

10.00 

Communion 

Everyone Together Harvest Festival 

Followed by Harvest Brunch 

Mon 2   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Wed 4 11.00 

  7.45 

Evening 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Men's Curry Club 

Thurs 5 2.00pm 

Evening 

Over 50s Club (in the hall) 

Ladies Pub Night 

Sunday 8 

17th Sunday after Trinity 

8.00am 

10.00 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Mon 9   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Tues 10 10.00 

  2.15 

Board Games Cafe 

Mothers Union 

 11.00 

  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thurs 12   2.00 Over 50s Club 

Sunday 15 

18th Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 

10.00 

12.00 

  1.00 

Communion 

Celebration Worship 

Breaking Ground Ceremony 

Celebration Lunch 

Mon 16   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Wed 18 11.00 

  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thurs 19   2.00 Over 50s Club 

Sat 21  The Great St Nicolas Move 

Sun 22 

19th Sunday after 

Trinity 

  8.00 

10.00 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Mon 23- 30 (incl)  School Half Term Parish Office Closed 

Tues 24 10.00 Board Games Cafe 

 
Wed 25 11.00 

  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thurs 26   2.00 Over 50s Club 

Sunday 29 

Last Sunday after 

Trinity 

  8.00 

10.00 

  7.30 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Craft & Chat 

Mon 30   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 



 

 

 

 

 

Weekly at St Nics      Fortnightly at St Nics 

 

Noah's Ark @ St Nics     Home Groups - daytime or 

Community Choir      evening on different days. 

Singing Group       Interested? Contact Ben on 

Over 50s Club       0118 966 8209 

         Board Games Café  

 

Monthly at St. Nics 

 

Men's Curry Club 

Craft and Chat 

Ladies' Pub Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************************************************************************* 

The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 

necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 

with, why not write a counter- piece? 

******************************************************************************************** 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.10.2017.   To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

mailto:elain2spratling@aol.com


CONTACT LIST 

Vicar 

Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 

neil@stnicolas.org.uk 

 

Curate 

Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8209 

 

Associate Clergy 

Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 

David Webster 0118 979 4568 

 

Licensed Lay Minister 

Emma Major 0118 907 6216 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Parish Administrator 

Jennie Cox 0118 966 9080 

Assistant Administrator 

Vicki Procko     0118 966 9080 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 9.30-3pm 

 

Churchwardens 

John Louth                 0118 966 8531 

Peter Kemm  0118 966 3255 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Cox 0118 937 0163 
 

 

CONTACT LIST  (cont) 

Gift Aid Admin  

Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109 

 

Director of Music/Organist 

Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 

 

Readings & Intercessions 

Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 

 

Prayer Chain 

Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 

 

Church Flowers 

Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Church Cleaning 

Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 

 

Hall Bookings 

Via Parish Office 07774788697 

 

Mothers' Union  

Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 

 

Head Server 

Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Newsletter 

Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 

 

Welcome Rota 

Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Coffee Rota  

Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 


