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Being a shepherd and a sheepfold 
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Jesus said, 

“I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." 
                                                                                        John 10:11 

 

 

 

 



being a shepherd 

 

In the ordination service when you become a priest there's reference to being a 

shepherd of the people. This relates back to Jesus saying he was the good 

shepherd who cares for his sheep - his followers. 

 

Trusting in the priesthood of all believers (1Peter 2:5-9) I believe we are all 

called to be shepherds. 

 

For me, the experience of being an actual shepherd is non-existent. There 

weren't any shepherds around when I was growing up. Then I lived in the City 

of Nottingham with its distinct lack of sheep fields. I did once ask a real 

shepherd to bring a lamb to an all age service in Towcester... and naturally the 

lamb stole the show. Aside from that, few shepherding credentials. 

I do recall one dramatic moment when I really saw what it meant to be a 

shepherd. I was visiting a farming family who were supporters of World Vision, 

the charity I worked for before becoming a Vicar. I stood in the farm kitchen 

with the farmer and looked over the Cumbrian hills. In the distance we could 

see plumes of smoke as farmers were forced to burn their sheep and cattle to 

prevent the spread of foot and mouth disease. With emotion in his voice the 

farmer asked if I knew how much a hill sheep would fetch at market. I had no 

idea. The price of a packet of crisps he said.  

The next morning, I was with the same farmer at the local baptist church where 

he was an elder. I saw the other side of his shepherding as he cared for people 

there, preaching and living the hope of the Gospel amidst the challenges that 

farming community was facing. 

That was being a good shepherd. 

 

our community needs a sheepfold 

 

That church in Cumbria, like St Nicolas, is called to be a sheepfold. A place 

where Jesus, the good shepherd, is present and bringing life and light to people. 

 

As we look out from St Nicolas we can see metaphorical plumes of smoke that 

signify big challenges in our community. 

 

We know from the work that Rod Sharpe and his team did when we were 

discerning what to do with Pat Dummer's bequest, that loneliness is a real and 

present issue in Earley. Considering loneliness, I could imagine people who are 

elderly and housebound being lonely. What surprised me was the other groups 

who are lonely. Like people in their 20's and 30's who work at home often 



working in the computer industry. They are digitally connected with colleagues 

all around the world but can go days without meeting up with a person in the 

flesh. Or the young family with young children who've moved to Earley for work 

and in so doing moved away from extended family and friends. 

 

There's a plume of smoke that signifies the increasing mental health and 

wellbeing challenges we face as a community. One in four of us will face a 

mental health challenge at some point. The levels of self-harm amongst our 

young people is very high. The level of stress and strain people of all ages are 

facing is rising. 

 

We know that the budgets for public services to address these challenges is 

severely squeezed.  

 

St Nicolas the sheepfold 

 

We also know how good it is to be within a loving, relational, supportive 

community. And that's where St Nicolas comes in as a place of great light and 

hope in our community. A place where Jesus, the good shepherd, is present in a 

good and consistent way. Where God is at the heart of things...at the heart of 

the highest highs of life and at the heart of the lowest lows that life can bring. 

 

This isn't new to St Nicolas as this has been its DNA since the church first met 

to bring the community together to sing carols in a temporary hut in December 

1946. 

 

It is inspiring to think of the developments of our buildings and site since then 

and the current transformation of our buildings into the St Nicolas Centre, as 

the calling of God to build up the sheepfold. We have community organisations 

queuing up to get inside our new building and work alongside us on some of the 

issues I've mentioned above. A youth outreach charity who'll host an after-

school drop-in for teenagers between the hours of school closing and tea time. 

A charity who support people with memory loss and their carers who need a 

safe, social space. A group who share a meal and teach English to people in our 

community for who English is not their mother tongue...helping them integrate 

and feel at home in our community. The continual prayer and worship in the 

Church, letting people know that Jesus is their saviour and friend. 

 

And all this with Jesus, the good shepherd, in its midst. A building and a church 

community where there is no dividing line between our Sunday worship and the 



rest of life and our community. Where as a church and as people we are called 

by God to join with him to be shepherds. 

 

Today, I'm thrilled that through the hard work, faith and generosity of people at 

St Nicolas we will soon build the St Nicolas Centre. A place of light, hope and 

God's presence for everyone in our community. A place that is the antidote to 

loneliness. A place that will bless people for generations to come. 

 

Neil Warwick 

 
 

 

 
 



 
St Nicolas Mothers' Union 

 

Our May meeting took place on Tuesday May 9 when we welcomed Mr Gary 

Jordan, known to many of us as an excellent guitarist. 

 

He gave us what he described as a "Recital with a difference", explaining the 

"evolution" of the guitar and illustrating the various stages with some beautiful 

music which we could all appreciate. 

 

The first guitar, which originated in Spain in the sixteenth century, was a 4-

course guitar, graduating to a 5-course guitar in the 17th century.  In the 18th 

and 19th centuries the 6-course guitar was developed and was about three-

quarters of the size of the instrument we know today.  He illustrated this by 

playing a piece of music by Mozart which was well-known to several us.  It was 

in the 20th century that the guitar as we know it today was developed and it 

was taken to new heights as a serious classical instrument, the final development 

being change to nylon strings. 

 

Gary finished his presentation by playing three pieces of music outside Spain - 

two from South America and finally one from England. 

 

It was a very interesting and enjoyable afternoon and we thank Gary for coming 

to visit us 

 

NEXT MEETING:          Tuesday 13 June 

SPEAKER:   Mr Tony King 

SUBJECT:   Hollywood to Broadway by Train 

 

I have heard one of Tony King's presentations before and he is very good, so 

please join us if you are free.  Mothers' Union meetings are open to all - you do 

not have to be a mother, married or even female!  As well as interesting 

speakers, we of course have a free cup of tea and a biscuit and we also have a 

raffle!  See you there at 2.15pm in church. 

 

Valerie Edgeworth 
 



 
 

 

ELECTION 
CAFÉ 

in 

St Nicolas 
Church 

Sutcliffe Avenue, RG6 7JN 

 

 

Thursday 8 June 2017 
 

7am - 10pm 
while the polling station in the hall is open 

 

free  tea and coffee, daily papers 
  

Everyone welcome 
 

 
open to God, open to one another, open to the community 

Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, RG6 7JN   0118 966 9080     www.stnicolas.org.uk 

Registered Charity, No. 1138037 



CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT 
 

 
 

Saturday 10th June 
 

7:00pm 
 

St Nicolas Church Hall, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley 
 

Tickets £6 

Includes a cheese platter 

Bring your own drink and glasses 
 

Teams of up to 10 people 
 

All proceeds will be donated to Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Services 
 

 
 

To reserve a place contact Julia Eversham on 0118 987 5211 

davideversham@talktalk.net 



Here is a second poem about the Olive tree which we heard 

in our Worship from Iona during Holy Week 
 

HOW TO STRIP AN OLIVE TREE 
 

First, call friends, neighbours; 

next, approach the tree, 

with its cascading leaves like tears 

and its clustering ripe fruit, green or black; 

next, spread your cloths under the tree; 

next, beat the tree (the way you might beat a 

donkey); 

next, comb the branch tips with your fingers, 

till the olives fall pattering all around you; 

next, use ladders to reach higher, 

work together; 

next, send small boys up the tree; 

next, watch as they beat the higher branches, 

so that olives fall like hail; 

next, the children edge out along the branches, 

and their small weight tips the balance 

so that laden branches 

bend into the hands of the pickers; 

next, check that the tree is stripped; 

next, sit down in its shade 

and drink hot sweet tea out of a kettle, 

share bread and oil and herbs- 

and olives of course; 

next, put kindling aside; 

next, with many hands, take up the corners of cloth, 

gathering the fallen olives together; 

next, scoop the fruit and leaves into a bucket, 

lift it above your head, pour it out, winnowing, 

repeat; 

next, scoop your olives (leaving the leaves) into a sack; 

next, fold the cloths away; 

next, glean the fallen fruit; 

next, look up into the branches, 

stripped bare of fruit, and say, 

“That's a fine tree, old, but year by year, good fruit” 

now move on; next...        Jan Sutch Pickard 



FOR SALE 
 

Peugeot 206 - W registration (2000) engine 1.8 

 

72,000 miles on the clock, full 1 year MOT 

 

£500 or nearest offer 

 

S.O.R.T at time of advert 

 
Husband can no longer drive 

 

Contact Maggie Carter on 07923 296136 

 

 

Change of Plans weekend 8/9 July 
 

The St Nic’s Family Party is moving to Sunday 9 July, and will 

form part of the annual Church Summer BBQ.  

 

Get your singing voices ready  The10am worship on 

Sunday 9 July will be our special `Singing in the Sunshine` 

service. 

 

Everyone is welcome and bring a friend along too! 

 
There will be sign-up sheets at the back of church (after half term) for helpers on the 

BBQ and to bring and share salads etc.  

 

 



    
 

 



St Nicolas Centre Update 
 

Fantastic News!  At the end of the "Pledge Sunday" Service on May 7 pledges 

were received totalling £57,000.  This total was a massive encouragement and 

an affirmation that we are all getting behind the God given vision for the St. 

Nicolas Centre.  We still have a way to go to meet our pledge goal of £90k.  

Some people handed their pledges in after the main collection and this raised 

the amount to £68,000 

 

We are planning to raise another £90k through grant applications which 

together with the pledges will help us reach our £1,250,000 target. 

 

Exciting news on the Transition during the build - the PCC has agreed for a 

large temporary portacabin with kitchen and toilets to be placed in the grounds 

behind St Nicolas Church, this will allow all of the hall users to transfer across 

to the portacabin during the build from October 2017 to May 2018.  The 

portacabin will be removed upon completion of the St Nicolas Centre.  

Temporary planning permission for the portacabin is currently being submitted 

to Wokingham Borough Council 

 

STOP PRESS! GOOD NEWS SUNDAY 28 MAY 

 

Firstly, the latest total for pledges from the congregation is £85,00 - a massive 

step to our fundraising goal. 

Secondly, The Chancellor of the Diocese has granted us the Faculty to complete 

the building works.  This was the last permission we needed from the Diocese 

 

Thank God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    

 

 

 

‘Turn Up & Turn Out’ 
 

 The Great St Nicolas Clear Out 

 

 When:  1 July 2017: 9am-2.30pm   
 

 

Before work begins to refurbish the hall for the new St Nicolas Centre, we need to clear it 

out. To do that we need your help. 

 

We’re going to hire a skip and fill it with all the junk we can’t recycle, sell or donate to 

charity.  It might be hard work, but we’re going to make it as much fun as we can. Tea, 

cake, and maybe even a bacon butty will be provided.  Anyone who can wield a shovel or 

carry a bin bag is welcome. 
 

As well as filling the skip, we’re going to be as green as possible and recycle 

or reuse: could you join our truckin’ convoy (10-4, good buddy) and help 

transport stuff to the recycling centre or charity shop? 

 

Not around on 1 or 8 July?  Maybe you’re an eBay or Gumtree genius?  Could you try and 

sell some of the items we no longer need? Every little helps! 

 

We ‘re also looking for volunteers to house some of the stuff we can’t store on site.  Have 

you got a spare room, space in your garage or maybe a storage facility? 

 

Come and talk to Julia or Wendy if you’d like to be involved. There’ll be a sign-up sheet in 

church soon. 

 

Julia & Wendy  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Neil's Sabbatical 

 
As we all know Neil is to start his three-month sabbatical at the beginning of 

June.  Neil took his last service before his sabbatical on Sunday May 28. 

It seemed like a good time to remember when Neil first joined St Nicolas in July 

2009.  I had the idea whilst looking through the photograph albums at the back 

of the church where I found this article from the  

Reading Chronicle about Neil's induction as our vicar. 

 

 



          
 

 

 



Hymn of the Month 
 

As I did not have a hymn for this month I asked Peter which one he would pick 

from the hymns we sang on Sunday 28 May and he had no hesitation in picking 

out the last one - Hymn 103. 

 

Christ triumphant, every reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King. 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

hear us as we sing: 

 

Yours the glory and the crown, 

the high renown, the eternal name 

 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

Power and majesty concealing 

by your humble birth: 

 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 

victim crucified! 

Death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 

 

Priestly King, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love: 

 

So our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 

ceaselessly upon you gazing 

this shall be our song 
   Michael Saward (b.1932 



 



St Nic’s Quiz Night 

 
A great quiz night on May 6! 

 

Thank you to all who came to the St Nic’s Quiz night, with special thanks to 

David and Julia for being such great quiz masters.  Also thanks to the rest of the 

team for all the preparations. 

 

Congratulations to team `Ten` for being the winners! 

 

We raised over £400 all of which will go towards the St Nicolas Centre. 

 

 

Maiden Place Chaplaincy 

 
Tuesday mornings from 10am - 12noon 

at Rustic Cafe in Maiden Place, Lower Earley 

 
Volunteers who want to offer support to those living and working 

in the area.  Make a connection and find a listening ear, support and prayer 

 

 

Another appeal from Woodley Food Bank 

 

A call has gone out for tins of fruit and rice and pasta sauces as stocks are 

very low. 

 
Please remember to ask for a token if you shop at Tesco as Woodley Food 

Bank is one of the three organisations that customers can vote for. 

 

 

Earley Food Assembly is still looking for a partner to help assist with the 

financials of running a Food Assembly out of St Nicolas.  Please contact the 

office if you can support this fantastic initiative. 



 
 



Some of the congregation may remember 

Joanna Porter 

 
Joanna is to be ordained Deacon on Saturday 24 June 

Please keep Joanna in your prayers 

 

 

 

Resting in the Spirit 

open to everyone 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

a time of quiet reflection,  
to relax and simply “be” with 

God 

2 July 2017 at 3-4.30pm 
 

 

 



Samara's Aid 

 
Clothes for Syria and Iraq! 

 

Please start collecting clean summer and winter clothes and shoes to go to 

Syria/Iraq via Samara's Aid Appeal. 

 

We especially need new underwear (in packets with labels) and banana 

boxes with lids.  Please bring your items after the Martyn Joseph concert on 3 

June and bring to church on 4 and 11 June.  Thanks 

 

Alison Oldbach 

 

 



 

Election Café – Volunteers Needed 
 

Thursday 8 June 

 

Once again, we will be opening the church up on election day to welcome 

everyone from the local area in for a cuppa and cake. 

 

We therefore need lots of volunteers to run the cafe from 7am - 10 pm 

 

If you would like to help please add your name to the signup sheet on the table 

under the St Nicolas notice board. 

 

 

Christian Aid Week 

 

Thanks to everyone who collected or gave to Christian Aid. 

The initial total is £312.39 but there is more to come in. 

 

 
Our Vision 

We see a day when everyone in Earley is 

     Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 

 

Our Mission 

We are followers of Christ 

who believe and seek to demonstrate that 

God is with and for all people 

 

Our Values - we are 

               God centred      Open and friendly       Supportive 

Seeking justice for all 

Our Mission Priorities 

The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 

Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

Being Open - and easy to engage with 

Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 

 

 



SOME OTHER DATES OF INTEREST 
 

4 June    Pentecost 

 

4 June  -  Environment Sunday (closest to 5 June World 

Environmental Day) Links to worship materials 

 

8 June  -  World Oceans Day   Theme:'Healthy oceans, healthy planet' 

Info: World Oceans Day website 

 

12 June - World Day against Child Labour.  Info: International Labour 

Organisation 

 

18 June  -  Father's Day 

 

19-25 June - Refugee Week (incorporates 20 June, World Refugee Day)  

Theme: 'Our Shared Future'. Refugee Week Website will have info.-  

 

23 June - International Widows Day  Info from UN .  Widowhood in many 

countries brings vulnerability and loss of rights. 

 

26 June - International Day of Support for Victims of Torture 

Prayer and action: Action by Christians against Torture 

 
 

 

 



JUNE DATES 

29 May-2 June  School half-term holiday 

Sunday 4 
Pentecost 

  8.00 

10.00 

Everyone together (led by PPP team) 

Mon 5   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Tues 6 10.00 Board Games Cafe 

Wed 7 11.00 

  7.45 

Evening 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Men's Curry Club 

Thur 8 
 

7am-10pm  

 

Election Café  

Sat 10   7.00 Alexander Devine Quiz 

Sunday 11 
Trinity Sunday 

  8.00 

10.00 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Mon 12   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Tues 13   2.00 Mothers' Union Tony King on Hollywood 

To Broadway by Train 

Wed 14 11.00 

  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thur 15   2.15 Over 50s Club 

Sunday 18 
1st Sunday after 

Trinity 

  8.00 

10.00 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Mon 19   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Tues 20 10.00 Board Games Cafe 

Wed 21 11.00 

  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thur 22 2.15 Over 50s Club 

Sunday 25 
2nd Sunday after 

Trinity 

  800 

10.00 

  7.30 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Craft and Chat 

Mon 26   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nicolas  

Wed 28 11.00 

  7.45 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

 

Thur 29   2.15 Over 50s Club 



JULY   

Sunday 2   8.00 

10.00 

12.00 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

PPP 

Sunday 9    8.00 

10.00 

Communion 

Singing in the Sunshine followed by BBQ 

 
 

Weekly at St Nics      Fortnightly at St Nics 

Noah's Ark @ St Nics     Home Groups - daytime or 

Community Choir      evening on different days. 

Singing Group       Interested? Contact Ben on 

Over 50s Club       0118 966 8209 

         Board Games Cafe 

 

Monthly at St. Nics 

Men's Curry Club 

Ladies' Pub Night 

Craft and Chat 
 
 
 
 

We welcome articles from your good selves. This can be about 
something or somewhere you have visited or experienced. Photo’s 
make it even more exciting to read. If you would like to contribute to 
next months newsletter, please e-mail elain2spratling@aol.com by  
22 June.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************************************************************************* 

The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 

necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 

with, why not write a counter- piece? 

************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

 

mailto:elain2spratling@aol.com


It’s never too late to pledge. If you haven’t done so already, please 

complete this form and return to John Louth or Richard Cox.  

Every penny counts. Thank you. 
 

 

 

I/we pledge 

 

£_____ per month for ____ months 

 

and/or 

a one-off donation of £_______ 

 

for the St Nicolas Centre 

 

 

Please contact me to arrange payment of my pledge: 

 

 

Name  

 

Address 

 

 

 

Telephone 

 

Email 
 

 

 



Enjoy this months tea time teasers! 
 

 
 

  
 

Answers    
 



CONTACT LIST 

Vicar 

Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 

neil@stnicolas.org.uk 

 

Curate 

Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8209 

 

Associate Clergy 

Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 

David Webster 0118 979 4568 

 

Licensed Lay Minister 

Emma Major 0118 907 6216 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Parish Administrator 

 

Jennie Cox 0118 966 9080 

 

Assistant Administrator 

 

Vicki Procko  0118 966 9080 

 

Office Hours 

Monday – Fridays 10am – 3pm 

Term time only 

 

Churchwardens 

John Louth                0118 966 8531 

Peter Kemm 0118 966 3255 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Cox 0118 937 0163 
 

 

CONTACT LIST (cont) 

Gift Aid Admin  

Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109 

 

Director of Music/Organist 

Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 

 

Readings & Intercessions 

Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 

 

Prayer Chain 

Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 

 

Church Flowers 

Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Church Cleaning 

Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 

 

Hall Boolkings 

Via Parish Office 07774788697 

 

Mothers' Union  

Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 

 

Head Server 

Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Newsletter 

Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 

 

Welcome Rota 

Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Coffee Rota  

Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 
 


