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From the Editor 

Have something to say? A prayer to offer? 

A project to share? An event to promote?  

We would love to hear from you! Please, 

don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Elaine Spratling 

T: 0118 926 1317  

E: elain2spratling@aol.com 

St Nicolas Parish Office 

Parish Administrator 

Jennie Cox  

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant Administrator 

Vicki Procko 

T: 0118 966 9080 

E: stnicsvicki@gmail.com  

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 10:00am - 3:00pm 

(term time only) 

The deadline for submitting items for the 

next Newsletter is 19 January 2018 
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Friday 1 7:00pm Advent Film & Reflection (1) — ‘The Way’ 

Sunday 3 

1st Sunday  of 

Advent  

8:00am 

10:00am 

12:00pm 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion 

Everyone Together World Aids Day Service 

A Messy Church Christingle with People, Prayers & Potatoes  

Sing-Along to Christmas with St Nicolas 

Monday 4 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 5  10:00am Board Games Café 

Wednesday 6 

11:00am 

7:45pm 

8:00pm 

Holy Communion: St Nicolas Patronal Festival 

Singing Group 

Men’s Curry Club @ Rajmoni (Maiden Place) 

Thursday 7   
2:00pm 

7:30pm 

Over 50s Club 

Ladies Pub Night @ Wheelwright Arms (Hurst) 

Friday 8 7:00pm Advent Film & Reflection (2) — ‘L I O N’ 

Sunday 10 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Monday 11 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 12 2:15pm MU Carol Service 

CHURCH CALENDAR DECEMBER  

Weekly Services at St Nicolas  

Sunday 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am  Parish Communion 

(1st Sunday) 12:00pm  People, Prayers & Potatoes Messy Church 

Monday 9:30am  Noah’s Ark Toddler Group 

Tues - Fri 9:00am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 11:00am  Holy Communion 
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Wednesday 13 11:00am Holy Communion 

Saturday 16 8:00pm Christmas Carols @ The Three Tuns Pub 

Sunday 17 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent  

8:00am 

10:00am 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Carols by Candlelight 

Monday 18 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 19  10:00am Board Games Café 

Wednesday 20 

11:00am 

2:30pm 

 

Holy Communion 

A Christmas Family Matinee featuring ‘Elf’ 

[Parish Office Closed for Christmas] 

Sunday 24 

4th Sunday of 

Advent 

8:00am 

10:00am 

5:30pm 

11:30pm 

Christmas Eve Holy Communion 

Christmas Eve Holy Communion 

Carols Around the Crib 

Midnight Mass 

Monday 25 

Christmas Day 
10:00am Christmas Day Festival Communion 

Wednesday 27 11:00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 31 

1st Sunday of 

Christmas 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

CHURCH CALENDAR DECEMBER 

CHURCH CALENDAR JANUARY  
Tuesday 2 10:00am Board Games Cafe 

Wednesday 3 

11:00am 

8:00pm 

 

Holy Communion  

Men’s Curry Club @ Rajmoni (Maiden Place) 

[Parish Office Reopened] 

Thursday 4 2:00pm Over 50’s Club 
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Sunday 7 

1st Sunday of 

Epiphany 

8:00am 

10:00am 

12:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

People, Prayers & Potatoes Messy Church (PPP) 

Monday 8 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 9 2:15pm Mothers’ Union 

Wednesday 10 11:00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 11 2:00pm Over 50’s Club 

Sunday 14 

2nd Sunday of 

Epiphany 

8:00am 

10:00am 

3:00pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Resting in the Spirit 

Monday 15 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 16 10:00am Board Games Café 

Wednesday 17 11;00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 18 2:00pm Over 50’s Club 

Sunday 21 

3rd Sunday of 

Epiphany 

8:00am 

10:00am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Monday 22 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Wednesday 24 11:00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 25 

2:00pm 

7:15pm 

7:30pm 

Over 50’s Club 

PCC 

Going Deeper 

Sunday 28 

4th Sunday of 

Epiphany 

8:00am 

10:00am 

7:30pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Craft & Chat 

Monday 29 9:30am Noah’s Ark 

Tuesday 30 10:00am Board Games Café  

Wednesday 31 11:00am Holy Communion 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
DO NOT BE AFRAID 

By Emma Major 

I t may only be November but the mince pies are in the shops, the Christ-

mas adverts have started on the TV and the kids are rehearsing carols. 

Christmas is coming. 

 

I love Christmas with the joy of the nativity, carols by candlelight, excited 

children and all the celebration.  But it's also a time of anxiety and fear; 

there's so much at stake in family situations, so much that can go wrong 

with the preparations and nowhere near enough time to squeeze in all the 

concerts, events and services. It's enough to make anyone panic.  Yet in 

church we will hear a clear message from angels to fearful people: "do not 

be afraid". 

 

The gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus start with Mary afraid of being 

chosen to be the mother of Jesus, but an angel reassures her "do not be 

afraid Mary".  Then Joseph is visited and told that his fiancée will have God's 

son and is told "do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife".  And finally, when 

Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the shepherds on a hillside see a throng of an-

gels "do not be afraid, we bring good news".  

 

Jesus was born in poverty, in a world of violence, oc-

cupation and inequality; and he overcame it all with 

his love.  His love and care for us all won out over 

fear. 

 

What a great message of hope for us all in the wor-

ry of Christmas: do not be afraid, all will be well.  

FEATURE ARTICLE 
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Photo by Gareth Harper on Unsplash 

What a great message for the year ahead as we encounter new situations 

or stressful times: do not be afraid, you can do this. 

 

What a great message we can live out as we walk with anyone who is fear-

ful, worried or anxious: do not be afraid, you are not alone. 

 

Jesus, 

We pray for peace over us all this Christmas 

Bring calm where there is anxiety 

Bring comfort where there is pain 

Bring company where there is loneliness 

Bring clarity where there is confusion 

Bring strength where there is fear 

Amen 

Emma  
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What a month it’s been in the life of the St Nicolas Centre!  

Saying Goodbye to the Old Church Hall  

A few weeks ago, we marked our last Sunday in the old church hall. That day 

will have surfaced many mixed emotions – gratitude for all the wonderful 

memories we’ve shared in this place, some sadness at having to say goodbye, 

uncertainty as we move through a time of upheaval and change, but also ex-

citement, hope and expectation for all that is to come with the SNC  

 

So we do want to pause and give thanks to God for the incredible blessing this 

hall has been to this church and to the people of Earley. We stand at a moment 

when the page is turning and a new chapter is about to begin. What a gift it is 

to carry all our memories of this place with us as we lay new foundations for 

the next 70 years of mission and ministry in this parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 18 November, a team of volunteers led by Julia Jones, Wendy 

Neale and Peter Kemm came out for the Big Clear Out. In half a day, the entire 

hall was cleared out, the new storage containers were filled, and the portakabin 

was prepped for its first week with Montessori. A big thanks to everyone who 

helped achieve all this!  

ST NICOLAS CENTRE UUUPDATEPDATEPDATE 

Father God, 

As we close one chapter in our story 

and prepare to open another,  

we are reminded of your blessings  

to St Nicolas over the last 70 years.  

Be with us as we plan  

for your mission in our community 

and protect all who work for Metrix  

as they work hard on the new building.  

Amen. 
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The storage containers are currently in the car park, rather than next to the 

portakabin. We are currently exploring options for hiring a large forklift tractor 

to move the containers into the church garden.  

 

The Building Work Begins 

The grand renovation of the old church hall is now properly underway. The old 

concrete storage sheds are gone, the fencing has been removed, and the hall it-

self has been stripped back to bare bones with no stage or focus room in sight. 

Check out that beautiful lofty ceiling! This space is going to look stunning when 

the builders finish the job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the construction efforts increase, please take extra care around the site, 

avoiding marked off areas and keeping an extra eye out for the safety of chil-

dren and young people.  

 

Heavenly Father,  

As we start the construction phase of the SNC, 

we pray for your protection over the site.  

We ask for energy for all who will work on the build  

and for excitement about the future in the community. 

We give thanks that the vision you gave us for this project 

is now becoming a reality. 

May we learn to trust you every step of the way.  Amen. 
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Parking at church is now severely limited. Therefore, all car parking spaces 

should be left for those with limited mobility. When using the church or porta-

kabin please try to leave your car at home, or park on the road.  

 

St Nicolas prides itself on being a community of welcome and hospitality, and 

already it’s making a name for itself as the building site with a difference! If you 

see Jason (the construction manager) or any of the builders around the site, do 

give them a warm St Nicolas welcome!  

 

The Portakabin is Open for Business 

All the hall users, including Montessori, have now moved across into the new 

portakabin. Many thanks to Julia, Jennie, our churchwardens and Neil for helping 

everyone feel settled in the new environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 26 November, St Nicolas hosted a bring-and-share ‘hall warming’ 

lunch in our temporary. portakabin home. It is a bright, fresh, and welcoming 

space for the church community to enjoy throughout the transition. A small 

foretaste of what we’ll enjoy when the SNC is complete!  

 

Land Purchase 

The PCC has purchased a narrow strip of land alongside the old sheds, running 

from the car park to the back corner of the property behind the old hall. In the 

short term, this land will provide better access during construction to the hall, 

which offsets some of the building costs. In the long term, it will enhance the 

church grounds around the new hall extension. Again, thanks to the church-

wardens and Charles Hubbard for all their work behind the scenes on this.  
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An Invitation to Prayer 

The next few months will be a time of change and upheaval for everyone at St 

Nicolas. For some there will be moments of frustration or challenging, worry 

or anxiety. It is important to remember that we are all in this together and, 

more importantly still, that God goes ahead of us to prepare our way. We are 

embarking on this journey because of the generosity of others – especially Pat 

Dummer. Let us take courage, dare to imagine what God can do through this 

place to transform lives, and trust that God is faithful to carry us through.  

 

It is also important to remember all those for whom change and displacement 

is not a sign of blessing and generosity, but one of pain and loss. We look 

around our world and our newspapers are filled with stories of people dis-

placed from their homes – some because of natural disasters (floods, earth-

quakes, drought, climate change), others because of human catastrophes 

(conflict, war, religious persecution, even genocide). Whenever we feel frustrat-

ed or upset, worried or fearful, tired or overwhelmed, may we learn to see 

these moments as invitations to pray for our brothers and sisters in need. 

 

At its heart, St Nicolas is a house of prayer. Let us pray for each other, our 

community, and God’s world. Let us also continue to keep the SNC project in 

our prayers – for a smooth building process, for God's provision of much need-

ed resources, and most importantly for all those who will be blessed by the 

work of this project now and for generations to come.  
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OPEN TO GOD 

“Pray as you can,  

not as you can’t.” 

- Dom John Chapman  

The
 Prayer Corner 

Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder  

at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 

Amen. 
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OPEN TO GOD 
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OPEN TO GOD 
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Hymn Sung at the Service 

 

Put peace into each other's hands 

and like a treasure hold it, 

protect it like a candle flame, 

with tenderness enfold it 
 

Put peace into each other's hands 

with loving expectation; 

be gentle in your words and ways, 

in touch with God's creation. 
 

Put peace into each other's hands 

like bread we break for sharing; 

look people warmly in the eye: 

our life is meant for caring. 
 

As at communion, shape your hands 

into a waiting cradle; 

the gift of Christ receive revere,  

united round the table 
 

Put Christ into each other's hands, 

he is love's deepest measure; 

in love make peace, give peace a chance 

and share it like a treasure 
Fred Kaan (b.1929) 

OPEN TO GOD 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Who Does What in Church? 

This Month - Flowers 
 

The flowers in church are organised by Jane Olney with a small band of 

helpers.  I asked Jane to write something about what is involved and there 

follows a very interesting account  

 

The Christian Year begins on Advent Sunday.  There are no flowers in 

church during Advent, just the Advent crown which traditionally is made of 

ivy or evergreen branches in a circle symbolising eternal life. 

 

Here at St Nicolas we have white candles but some churches have purple 

and rose coloured ones representing the 4 Sundays and white for 

Christmas Day.  The crown is decorated with flowers for Christmas Day 

and stays until Candlemas. 

 

We decorate the Church for Christmas with red and gold flowers which 

go in on Christmas Eve ready for Midnight Mass.  There are no flowers un-

der the altar as the Nativity scene takes pride of place. 

 

The windows and Nativity Set (minus Jesus) go in before the schools' na-

tivity services. 

 

In ordinary time there are no rules on colour.  It is generally up to the per-

son who is doing them 

 

All flowers are taken out on Ash Wednesday and dur-

ing Lent and as at Advent the Church is bare. 

 

Flowers return on Maundy Thursday when the garden 

of repose made of white flowers only is placed with 

candles at the altar.  This is taken out on Good Friday 

morning.  On Holy Saturday the Easter Garden (made 

by the children at their Good Friday service) goes in.  
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We generally use yellow and white for Easter.  I feel it always brightens the 

church after the long Lenten period. The Easter Garden stays in until As-

cension Day 

 

At Pentecost we have red,  yellow and orange flowers to represent the 

flames.  At Harvest we always have Autumn colours - gold and oranges - 

and we use the hydrangeas around church which gives an autumnal feel. 

On Remembrance Sunday we have red to represent the poppies. 

 

The final day of the Christian 

year is the Sunday before Advent 

- Christ the King - and we have 

red and gold flowers. 

 

I am sure there are other 

churches or worshippers who 

have other ideas but this is the 

routine that historically we have 

followed at St Nicolas  

 

Sadly there are only five of us 

now doing flowers although we 

have great support on the big 

occasions.  If you like flower ar-

ranging I would be happy to 

hear from you.  

 

We have a budget of £20 a week 

for general flowers and spend a 

lot more on the three big festi-

vals - Christmas, Easter and 

Harvest.  Not everyone claims 

for their flowers and during the 

year we have donations for spe-

cial occasions. 

Jane Olney 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 



18 

 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 

Help support the  

St Nicolas Centre 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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St Nicolas Mothers' Union 

Our November meeting took place on Tuesday November 14 when we 

were pleased to see one or two visitors whom we hope will visit us again.  

Following our opening hymn and prayers led by Maggie, we welcomed 

our speaker, Dr  Richard Rogers, a retired haematology specialist from 

the Royal Berkshire Hospital.   

 

He gave us a most interesting talk on blood and haematology in the 21st 

century and an overview of pathology at the Royal Berkshire Hospital.  

Having recently undergone treatment for anaemia at RBH I wondered if I 

really wanted to know any more about blood, but his talk was most inter-

esting and informative. 

 

Dr Rogers explained to us that haematology was the largest  single site 

department in RBH employing 190 staff with a budget of 12 million 

pounds per year.  He then covered the question "what is blood", explain-

ing the various constituents of blood - red and white blood cells, platelets 

and plasma - and outlining in layman's terms the function of each of these. 

 

He then went on to explain the reasons for the importance of blood 

tests and how much information about possible illness can be determined 

from them.   Most of us were surprised at this and we are grateful to Dr 

Rogers for giving us such an interesting talk which was easy to under-

stand even by those, like myself, with little or no medical knowledge, and 

we thank him for visiting us and answering members questions. 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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I should like to thank all those who supported us at our “Hop and sing 

along” in September. Maggie has been asked to do another one in the 

“Spring” - date yet to be confirmed. 
 

NEXT MEETING:  ADVENT / CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

    Tuesday 12 December at 2:15pm 

    followed by seasonal refreshments 

 

We have invited our friends from St Peters, Earley and Woodley branch of 

MU, St Nicolas over 50s and friends and neighbours.  Those of you who 

have been before now it is a lovely service.  It goes without saying that all 

are welcome - it makes a good start to Christmas. 

 

Our best wishes go to Heather Florence who recently had cataract opera-

tions.  We hope all went well Heather and look forward to seeing you with 

us soon. 

 

Two of us have welcomed great grandchildren in the last couple of months.  

Gillian Bullimore welcomed a great grandson Joseph Alan in October - both 

Joseph's parents and grandparents were marred in this church - we hope 

they are all thriving.  I welcomed my first great-grandchild Lily Valerie on 

September 17. 

 

Finally we wish all our members families and friends and all our readers a 

happy, peaceful Christmas and all God's blessings in 2018. 

 

Valerie Edgeworth 

OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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OPEN TO ONE ANOTHER 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

Woodley Food Bank 
 

Thank you so much to those who contribute regularly to the food bank 

and to those who donated food at harvest. We were able to deliver 10 

big boxes and several carrier bags of food which were gratefully re-

ceived to replenish the shelves. 

 

Sadly the need for food parcels continues to grow.  Research from 

UNICEF shows that one in ten families in the UK experiences extreme 

food insecurity, regularly missing meals. That figure might not be so high 

in this area where the unemployment figures are low, but there are still 

many families on low incomes or short time contracts. Whilst children 

from low income families can receive school meals during term time, 

that still leaves 170 days a year when they receive no support. 

 

This advent, why don’t you consider making a ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’ 

– i.e. putting one item of food per day into a basket or carrier – could 

be 25 packets of biscuits or more varied items. The ‘calendar’ could be 

left in the church lobby after Christmas and it will be delivered or you 

could take it to Woodley Baptist Church on Hurricane Way, between 

10:00 and 12:30 weekday mornings. 

 

If you do know anyone who would benefit from a food parcel, can you 

let them know about the Food Bank. They don’t need a reference and 

questions aren’t asked about their situation, it is completely non judge-

mental. It operates from Woodley Baptist Church. Parcels can be deliv-

ered to the housebound. 
 

T: 07806 658 995  

 0118 969 9956 

E: office@woodleybc.org 
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OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR DECEMBER 

Friday 1  World Aids Day 

 7:30pm 

OPEN BETHLEHEM - a big film about a small town.   

A documentary feature by Leila Sansour. 

St John & St Stephen's Church, Orts Road, Reading RG1 3JN 

Presented by Reading Kairos Community 

Sunday 3  International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

  

Charity Santa Run - organised by Reading Rotary Club.  

5km Santa Run and mini Santa Run for kids (10 and under)   

Outfits supplied to all runners 

www.readingsantarun.co.uk  

Saturday 9  International Anti-Corruption Day 

 7:30pm 

Reading Festival Chorus  

Wesley Church, Queens Road, Reading 

Programme to include: Saint-Saens - Oratorio de Noel & 

Bach - Christmas Oratorio 

Tickets £15; Under 18s free. 

Ring 0118 9834523 or tickets@readingfestivalchorus.org.uk 

Sunday 10  Human Rights Day 

 6:00pm 

Trinity Concert Band  

The Great Hall, Reading University, London Road Campus 

Programme:  The Night Before Christmas 

Tickets - £12 in advance; £13 on the night; under 16s free. 

Saturday 18  International Migrants Day 

Monday 25  Christmas Day 

Tuesday 26  

St Stephens Day 

Many churches remember St Stephen, the first martyr.  An op-

portunity to pray for those who suffer for their faith in Christ.  
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ST NICOLAS CONTACTS 

Vicar Neil Warwick 
0118 966 5060 

neil@warwick.email 

Associate Clergy Libby Newman 
0118 321 8322  

revlibby.newman@yahoo.co.uk  

 David Webster 0118 979 4568  

Curate Ben Kautzer 
0118 966 8209 

ben@stnicolas.org.uk  

Licensed  

Lay Minister 
Emma Major 

0118 907 6216 

emma@stnicolas.org.uk  

Parish  

Administrator 
Jennie Cox 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Assistant  

Administrator  
Vicki Procko 

0118 966 9080 

office@stnicolas.org.uk 

Church Wardens Peter Kemm 
0118 901 8760 

peter@stnicolas.org.uk 

 John Louth 
0118 966 8531 

john.louth@oup.com 

PCC Treasurer Richard Cox 
0118 937 0163 

treasurer@stnicolas.org.uk 

Pastoral Care Jenny & Robert Bryce 
0118 926 8561 

jennybryce@phonecoop.coop 

Organist & 

Director of Music 
Peter Durrant 

0118 986 6410 

durrant.peter@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  

Officer 
Karen Koefman 

0118 978 8684 

karen@stnicolas.org.uk 

Newsletter articles represent the views of the individuals who write them. They are not neces-

sarily the views of St Nicolas Church. We welcome discussion. If you read an article you disa-

gree with, why not write a counter-piece? Elaine (Newsletter Editor) 
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St Nicolas Church is part of the Church of England in the Diocese of Oxford 

The PCC of St Nicolas is a Registered Charity, No. 1138037 


