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Being a ten-year-old this Easter 

 
I once experienced the most amazing Holy Communion. The person leading 

illustrated every aspect of the service with a clear, plain English explanation of 

what was happening and what it meant. They used story and physical props 

alongside the regular words that we are familiar with. The Holy Communion 

came alive in new ways for me. At the end the person who had led us so 

beautifully said, 'we should only try to explain our faith to people in ways that can be 

understood by a ten-year-old child.' 

At the time I found that last statement provocative. What about the brilliant 

theologians who write big books about God? What about the systematic 

theology I learnt at theological college?  

 

On reflection I know what they were saying. We can get caught up in language 

and jargon and complicated descriptions of what we believe. It's a particular gift 

and discipline to be able to explain what you believe to a ten-year-old child. And 

in doing so, like in that Holy Communion, one can find new meaning and depth 

in faith. 

 

The sun's rays caught the tears of the people 
 

Today, I was part of a REInspired team telling the Easter story to eight-year-old 

children from a local primary school. I told the story of Jesus going to the cross 

to a small group of children. Around St Nicolas there were six small groups all 

hearing the story simultaneously. This particular way of telling a story is called 

Godly Play. A way of telling a story that captivates children and brought the 

story alive for me in new ways. Here's an extract.. 

 

As the king was going along the road towards the cross there were a group of his 

friends who were crying, so upset that he was going to be killed. 



There was another group of his friends who were crying because they had done 

nothing to help the king. 

 

And another group who were not upset that the king was going to die. The king went 

to the cross because he loved the people in each of those groups. 

 

After the king had died and was taken from the cross the sun set. As the sun went 

down the rays caught the tears of the people and a rainbow appeared. A sign of hope, 

the kings death was not the end of the story..." 

 

The children were spellbound as the story unfolded. "The king was Jesus," one of 

them said at the end. "The rainbow was there because Jesus came alive again," 

another child added. They got it. 

 

As I reflected afterwards I found I could relate to all 

three groups of people in the story who were beside 

the road to the cross. At times in life I've found myself 

so upset at the thought of Jesus going to the cross. At 

other times I've done little to stand up for Jesus. And 

at times I've been lukewarm in my faith, certainly not 

upset about the cross. 

 
 

Thank God he loved me 
 

As I look back I thank God that he loved me in all of those circumstances. That 

he walked down the road to the cross out of love for me. As I told the story to 

the children I had a fresh and deep sense of what that means for me. How 

remarkable and beautiful that is. And I thank God for the rainbow in the story 

and that the story doesn't end at the cross. Jesus came alive again. Death could 

not hold him.  

 

Being a ten-year-old this Easter 
 

I wonder if, this Easter, we can hear and experience the story of Easter with the 

same attention, wonder and questioning as the children did today. I wonder if 

we can encounter the story afresh with the eyes of a ten-year-old. Can we shed 

a tear that Jesus went down the road to the cross for us. And can we see that 

rainbow and know the joy that the cross was not the end of the story.  

 

Neil 

 

 





Lent 

 

 
 

Lent is a tree without blossom, without leaf, 

Barer than blackthorn in its winter sleep, 

All unadorned.  Unlike Christmas which decrees 

The setting-up, the dressing-up of trees, 

Lent is taking down, a stripping bare, 

A starkness after all has been withdrawn 

Of surplus and superfluous, 

Leaving no hiding-place, only an emptiness 

Between black branches, a most precious space 

Before the leaf, before the time of flowers; 

Lest we should see only the leaf, the flower, 

Lest we should miss the stars. 
Jean M. Watt 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 



WEDNESDAY SPACE 
HOLY WEEK SERVICE 

 
For people living with memory loss 

and associated conditions,  

accompanied by their carers 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2017 
 

2.30pm – 4pm 
 

 

A short service of holy 

communion with hymns followed 

by coffee and hot cross buns 
 

Where: St Nicolas Church   

  Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley,  

Reading, RG6 7JN    

   0118 966 9080  

www.stnicolas.org.uk    

On bus route 4/X4, Reading to Wokingham  
 

 

http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/
http://www.stnicolas.org.uk/


EASTER AT 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Palm Sunday  

9 April 

 8.00am Parish Communion   

  10.00am Parish Communion 

 

Palm Procession following a real 

donkey 

Monday 10 April   8.00pm Worship from Iona Led by Revd Alison Marshall 

Tuesday 11 April   8.00pm  Stations of the Cross Led by Philip Olney  

Wednesday  

12 April  

11.00am Parish Communion  

  2.30pm Wednesday Space For people living with dementia 

accompanied by their carers 

  8.00pm Cry of Creation, Cry  

of the Poor 

A service of prayer and Holy 

Communion for climate justice  

Maundy Thursday 

13 April 

 8.00pm Holy Communion of 

the Last Supper 

Watch until midnight 

Good Friday  

14 April  

10.00am Everything Easter Easter craft, the Easter story, 

making the Easter Garden 

 12noon Good Friday Liturgy Reading from the passion narrative 

Saturday 15 April  8.30pm The Great Easter 

Liturgy 

 

Easter Day Sunday 

16 April 

5.45am Dawn Service at 

Maiden Erlegh Lake 

Led by John Salmon from Trinity 

Church 

 8am Said Communion  

 10am  Easter Festival 

Communion 

Everyone Together for an Easter 

celebration plus Easter Egg Hunt 

 



 

EASTER HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE 
 

The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 3 April until Tuesday 18 April. 

 

 

Pictures from Palm Sunday and Easter 2016 
 

 
 

The Children's Society 

 
Many thanks to all box-holders for contributing to this year's total of £379.53 

which I have today banked for the Children's Society. 

 

If anyone else would like to offload small change, please let me know. 

 

Pam Campion 

Tel: 9265611 

 

Woodley Food Bank  
 

Easter Eggs – If anyone would like to donate Easter Eggs to families in crisis 

we would appreciate the donations by Friday 7 April please at any of our 

collection points – Asda, Woodley Library, Oakwood Centre and local 

churches. 

 

Food bank are desperate for donations of sugar, small bottles of cooking oil, 

cartons of juice and plastic bags. 

 

If you would prefer to donate money there is a collection at Woodley Baptist 

Church.  A huge thank you to everyone. 

 

As far as St Nicolas is concerned there is a box in the lobby for any donations 

including Easter Eggs. 

 



 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

 
  

   

   

 
A prayer following the terror attack in Westminster 

 

Compassionate God and Father of all,  

we are horrified by the violence in Westminster on Wednesday. 
 

It seems that none are safe, and some are terrified. 
 

Hold back the hands that kill and maim; turn around the hearts that hate. 
 

Grant instead your strong Spirit of Peace- peace that passes our understanding 

but changes lives,  
 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



 
A Hymn taken from the list for the  

5th Sunday of  Lent 

 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

save in the death of Christ, my God: 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingling down: 

did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were an off'ring far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all 

 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

 

 

Thank you Claire… 
What a lovely way to end Claire’s last 

God Squad session, teaching team 

building skills and learning to trust one 

another.  Thank you Claire for all your 

hard work over the years and may we 

wish you every success with Street 

Pastors!  
 

 

 

 



Fundraising Update 

 

 

.....and a good time was had by all 
 

I'm talking about the Spring Fling Disco, which happened on 

18 March.  We were quite a small group, but we certainly 

danced the night away, and if there were a few aching knees 

and hips the next day, nobody seemed to mind too much. 

 

Age proved no barrier to having a good time on the dance 

floor, and 70s style snacks went down a treat.  The music 

was mostly from the 60s, 70s and 80s, although it was a bit of wartime Glen 

Miller that got me up on my feet to start with, and after that I seldom sat down, 

however tired I might be.    

 

I love to dance, and clearly I am not alone in this.  The music was great, there 

was a lively atmosphere, and if you didn't feel like dancing, there was plenty to 

listen to and watch (and laugh at!) 

 

If you missed out, don't worry.  Another event is being planned by popular 

demand, so watch this space for a chance to get those endorphins flowing, and 

raise money (£140 on this occasion) for the St Nicolas Centre at the same time!  

 

Lyn Terrell    

 

 

Another fund raising venture......Maggie's Lego blankets have raised 

£270 for the St Nicolas Centre project. Thank you Maggie. 

 

 

And good news about the Centre.....Hip, Hip, Hoorah!  Wokingham 

Borough have given full planning consent to the St. Nicolas Centre.  We are 

another big step towards realising our vision.  Thank you to God and everyone 

who has made this possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Keep on running …… 

 
....the Reading Half Marathon was run by Neil, Peter Kemm, John Louth and 

Richard Cox. 

 

'Thank you so much for the fantastic support both on the road side and in 

prayer from St Nics church. We all successfully completed the half-marathon 

within the 2hr to 2hr30min time. Today we have a few aching muscles but are 

basically fine. 

 

It was great fun to run, if rather painful towards the end, and each time we saw 

friends on the roadside this really spurred us on. 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you to our sponsors for your generosity that will make such a difference 

to the St Nicolas Centre funding. 

 

Contrary to the photo, Neil did not run around the course in a bin bag! And 

apologies to Richard Cox, who has not suddenly got younger and turned into 

Michael Louth, but was absent at time of the photo call.' 

 

Peter Kemm 

 

 



 
 

 

          
        Next date: 11 April          

            

 

 



 
 

Everyone should have a safe place to call home 
 

Nejebar’s Story 

 

Nejebar fled Afghanistan with her family after the Taliban threatened to kill her 

husband, Noor, who was a teacher. It wasn’t an idle threat – the Taliban first 

blinded, then murdered another member of their family. 

‘The last days and weeks in Afghanistan were the hardest’ says Noor. `When I 

went to work, my heart was beating hard. I didn’t know if my family were going 

to be alive when I got back’.  

 

Nejebar’s family eventually arrived at a refugee camp in Greece and thought 

they would only be there ten days. But they have been there six months now 

and there is no end in sight.  

 

The only protection they have against the wind and the rain is their tent. There 

is no school for their children. Five year old, Suda, their youngest, became ill but 

Nejebar and Noor don’t know what is wrong with him because they can’t 

communicate with the camp’s doctor who is Greek. 

 

Nejebar is the rock at the centre of the family holding them together 

throughout all the uncertainty. She has even welcomed Faraidoon and Farzad 

into their family – two brothers who don’t know where their parents are or 

even if they are alive. 

‘We still have some hope for our children’s future’ says Nejebar. ‘We only want 

a peaceful life. We want our children to go to school. The most important thing 

is our children’ 

 

Sixty years ago, Christian Aid refused to stand by while people suffered in 

refugee camps. Their work still continues 

 

Christian Aid week is May 14th – May 20th this year. 

 

How will you help? 

 

Marjory Codling 

 



 
 

St Nicolas Mothers' Union 

 
On Tuesday March 7 we held our annual Lenten Service followed by our AGM.  

The service was conducted by Neil who also chaired the meeting. 

Following the meeting we enjoyed a slice of delicious simnel cake made for us 

by Denise Rees.  Thank you Denise. 

 

140th Anniversary 

Last year marked the 140th anniversary of the formation of the Mothers' Union 

and a special service was held in Winchester Cathedral.  None of us were able 

to attend so Marion Searle went with Woodley MU to represent us in what, I 

understand, was a very impressive service. 

Marion had visited Ndola in Zambia so sent a copy of the Order of Service to 

the Mothers' Union there.  The letter of thanks she received from them was 

read out at our AGM and reminded us (if we needed reminding) how the work 

of Mothers' Union extends worldwide.  Thank you Marion. 

 

Women's World Day of Prayer 

On March 3 several of us joined with some other local churches in the 

Women's World Day of Prayer service organised this year by the Christian 

ladies of the Philippines.  The service for our area was held at Our Lady of 

Peace Catholic Church and was conducted by Libby with Ruth playing the organ, 

so we were well represented. 

 

In our own branch we were pleased to see Jean Beck back with us at the AGM - 

our thoughts and prayers have been with her.  We also send congratulations to 

Denise Rees on the birth of a grandson last month. We hope baby Henry is 

thriving and send good wishes to him and his parents. 

 

NEXT MEETING:      Tuesday April 11 at 2.15pm 

SPEAKER:                 Mrs. Jean Hall 

TOPIC:                     Poetry for All 

 

Please join us if you are free - you will be most welcome 

 

Valerie Edgeworth 



Neil's Sabbatical 
 

As you as have heard, after nearly 12 years as a priest I applied for and was 

granted a sabbatical by the Diocese of Oxford. This is an immense privilege and 

I'm very grateful to the Church Wardens, PCC and colleagues for their 

encouragement to do this. 
 

I'll step back from parish duties for June, July and August. In its guide to 

sabbaticals the Diocese says: 
 

The word sabbatical is derived from the same root as Sabbath. This indicates that a 

fundamental purpose of a sabbatical is to have time for rest, renewal and re-creation 

so as to return refreshed in one’s ministry’ 

It is generally envisaged that sabbaticals will include 3 elements: a course of study, 

learning or development, a retreat and a holiday. 
 

In planning my sabbatical I've included all three elements. 

I'm going to study Organisational Development. I'm really interested in how 

organisations work, how they can be good places for people to be. How can a 

church and/or the church be a healthy, living, creative organisation in today's 

world? I've tracked down the UK's guru on organisational development and he's 

going to give me some reading and tutorials. 
 

I've also booked a guided retreat at St Beuno's in rural north Wales. The retreat 

centre is run by the Jesuits. I've always wanted to make a retreat like this but 

never had the space to do so. 
 

And the holiday. I requested my sabbatical in summer 2017 because John will 

have finished GCSE's and Faye will have a long university holiday. Helen, Faye, 

John and I are off to California for the month of July. This will be the chance of a 

lifetime to be together and visit some of the world's most amazing cities and see 

some of the most amazing landscapes and wilderness.  
 

In between these things I'll take it easy. I plan to visit my old friends who I see 

less since I've been a Vicar, as I work weekends. 
 

You'll see me around during my sabbatical and that will be great for me. For 

example, if you see me in Asda, don't dive into the freezer because you don't 

want to disturb my sabbatical! I'll want to see you and have a chat about how 

you're doing and how life is. All I'd ask is that we don't talk church business. 
 

Ben will take the lead whilst I am away. Working in collaboration with Emma 

and Libby, with the wardens, PCC and team leaders.  
 

So, a big thank you for this wonderful opportunity. I am sure I'll return to St 

Nicolas the better for it. 

Neil 



 

 

 
 

Resting in the Spirit 
A new venture, open to everyone 

 
 

 

 

a time of quiet reflection, 

to relax and simply “be” with God 

14 May 2017 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



Spring has sprung 
 

 

 
 

Our Vision 
We see a day when everyone in Earley is 
Open to God...Open to one another....Open to the community 
 
Our Mission 
We are followers of Christ who believe and seek to 
demonstrate that God is with and for all people 
 
Our Values - we are God centred, Open and friendly, 
Supportive, Seeking justice for all 
 
Our Mission Priorities 
The focus for everything that goes on at St Nicolas 

 Being Rooted - in God Through worship and prayer 

 Being Visible - well known in a busy world 

 Being Open - and easy to engage with 

 Being Aware - of God's presence in the whole of life 

 Being Sustainable - in resources and models of ministry 
 



 
 
 

Some other April Dates 

 
17 April   - World Health Day - Theme is depression. Good range of 

material from WHO Chance also to raise wider issues in health 

and healthcare and to pray for health professionals. 

 

9 – 15 April  - Holy Week (see noticeboards for services) 

16 April   - Easter Day 

 

21-23 April  - IMF/World Bank Spring Meetings 

 

21-23 April  - Weekend of Prayer for People with Addictions 

(Worldwide) 

 

23 April   - First round of French presidential elections. 

 

24 April  - Fashion Revolution Day On anniversary of the Rana Plaza 

disaster, join the campaign for fairness in fashion.  Website 

 

25 April    - World Malaria Day Info from WHO 

 

Last week  

of April   - World Immunisation Week 

Materials will be available from the WHO 

 
 

************************************************************************************* 
The articles in this newsletter represent the views of the individuals that write them.  They are not 

necessarily the views of St Nicolas Church.  We welcome discussion.  If you read an article you disagree 

with, why not write a counter- piece? 

******************************************************************************************** 
Next newsletter items to me by 22.04.2017 

To pigeonhole or elain2spratling@aol.com  

mailto:elain2spratling@aol.com


APRIL DATES 

 

Sunday 2 April 

5th Sunday of 

Lent 

 8.00am 

10.00am 

12.00noon 

Communion  

Parish Communion 

PPP 

Mon 3 - Tues 18 School Easter Holiday 

Wednesday 5 11.00am 

  7.45pm 

Evening 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Men's Curry Club 

Thursday 6   2.15pm 

  7.00pm 

Over 50s Club 

Lent film in Church - Inside Out 

Ladies Pub Night 

Sunday 9 

Palm Sunday 

  8.00am 

10.00am 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

Monday 10 

Holy Week 

  8.00pm Worship from Iona  

led by Revd. Alison Marshall 

Tuesday 11 10-12 pm 

  2.00pm 

  8.00pm 

Board Games Cafe 

MU in Church 

Stations of the Cross Led by Philip Olney 

Wednesday 12 11.00am 

  2.30pm 

  8.00pm 

Communion & Coffee 

Wednesday Space 

Cry of Creation, Cry of the Poor 

Service for Climate Justice 

Thursday 13 
Maundy Thursday 

  2.15pm 

  8.00pm 

Over 50s Club 

Holy Communion of Last Supper 

Watch until Midnight 

Friday 14 

Good Friday 

10.00am 

 

12.00noon 

Everything Easter, Easter Craft,  

Easter Story, Easter Garden 

Good Friday Liturgy   

Reading from the Passion Narrative 

Saturday 15  

Easter Eve 

  8.30pm The Great Easter Liturgy 

Sunday 16 

Easter Day 
 

 

 

  5.45am 

  8.00am  

10.00am 

 

Dawn Service at Maiden Erlegh Lake 

Said Communion 

Easter Festival Communion - Everyone 

Together for an Easter Celebration + 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Wednesday 19 11.00am 

  7.45pm 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thursday 20   2.15pm Over 50s Club 

Sunday 23 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

  8.00am 

10.00am 

Communion 

Parish Communion 



Monday 24   9.30 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

Tuesday 25 10-12 Board Games Cafe 

Wednesday 26 11.00 

  7.45 pm 

Communion & Coffee 

Singing Group 

Thursday 27   2.15pm Over 50s Club 

Sunday 30 

3rd  Sunday of 

Easter 

  8.00 

10.00 

Communion 

Parish Communion 

 
 

Weekly at St Nics Fortnightly at St Nics Monthly at St. Nics 
 

 Noah's Ark @ St Nics 

 Community Choir  

 Singing Group  

 Over 50s Club 

 Home Groups - 

daytime or evening on 

different days. 

Interested? Contact Ben 

on 0118 966 8209 

 Board Games Cafe  

 Craft and Chat 
 

 Men's Curry Club  

 Ladies' Pub Night 

 Wednesday Space 

 

 

Baptisms 
Zachary Hurford- March  
 

Funerals  
Anthony Jamieson – January  
Francis Jones – March 
Ann Ansell – March 

 

Please Note 
 

Closure of Loddon Bridge Road, Woodley - Loddon Bridge Road will be 

closed from 3 April 2017 until the end of that month for essential electricity 

works to be carried out. 

 

This may lead to delays on the 19a/b/c bus services and you are asked to keep 

an eye on the Reading Buses website to see how this closure is likely to affect 

services during this period. Traffic will be diverted along the Bader Way and 

Church Road during this period. 

 

Trinity Band 
 

On Saturday 6 May Trinity Band will be rehearsing in St Nicolas Church and 

would welcome people to come and listen after 4pm 
 
 



A little Easter Sudoku to keep you entertained 

while having your cuppa and hot cross bun or 

Easter egg. Answers on the next page. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Answers 

 

 



CONTACT LIST 

Vicar 

Neil Warwick 0118 966 5060 

neil@stnicolas.org.uk 

 

Curate 

Ben Kautzer 0118 966 8209 

 

Associate Clergy 

Libby Newman 0118 321 8322 

David Webster 0118 979 4568 

 

Licensed Lay Minister 

Emma Major 0118 907 6216 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Parish Administrator 

Jenny Cox 0118 966 9080 

Assistant Administrator 

Vicki  Procko  0118 966 9080 

Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 9am -3pm 

Term time only  

 

Churchwardens 

Margaret Chalmers  0118 901 8760 

Peter Kemm            0118 966 3255 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Cox 0118 937 0163 
 

Gift Aid Admin  

Liz Fielding 0118 966 6109 

 

 

Director of Music/Organist 

Peter Durrant 0118 986 6410 

 

Readings & Intercessions 

Valerie Edgeworth 0118 969 2863 

 

Prayer Chain 

Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 

 

Church Flowers 

Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Church Cleaning 

Shirley Pyall 0118 986 2818 

 

Hall Bookings 

Via Parish Office 0118 966 9080 

 

Mothers' Union  

Maggie Carter 0118 926 5322 

 

Head Server 

Philip Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Newsletter 

Elaine Spratling 0118 926 1317 

 

Welcome Rota 

Jane Olney 0118 961 7609 

 

Coffee Rota  

Jenny Bryce 0118 926 8561 

 


