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St Nicolas Earley
Diocese of Oxford in the Church of England

Equiano Touring Exhibition at St Nicolas Church
St Nicolas Church in Earley, Reading, are very proud to announce that we will be hosting the Equiano Touring Exhibition from Thursday 22 November to Thursday 6 December.  
The exhibition celebrates the extraordinary life of Olaudah Equiano, a key figure in the anti-slavery movement in the 18th century, on his journey from enslavement to best-selling author of The Interesting Story, his autobiography.  More information about Olaudah Equiano can be found at www.equiano.org, the website of The Equiano Society.
The exhibition will be open from 9.00am to 9.00pm and group visits can be arranged by appointment.  There will be a Gala Evening on Friday 30 November at 7.30pm to be attended by the Bishop of Reading, amongst others.
For more information contact the Parish Office at St Nicolas Church:

office@stnicolas.org.uk       0118 966 9080

St Nicolas Earley

Sutcliffe Avenue

Earley

Reading

RG6 7JN

<A press release from the Equiano Project follows>

Equiano Project Introduction

On the 25th March, 1807, the British Transatlantic Slave Trade was officially abolished by an Act of Parliament. The passing of this Act was the first significant legislative attempt to deal with the reality of slavery, and had unimaginably far-reaching social and economic consequences in both the Old and New World. 

Throughout 2007 there will be a national programme of events to mark the 200th anniversary of the abolition of The Transatlantic Slave Trade. The Equiano Society and Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery have been awarded an HLF grant for a major heritage project, which celebrates the life and times of the 18th Century writer and campaigner Olaudah Equiano. The project will be multimedia and multidisciplinary, and will consist of the following main resources:

· The Equiano Exhibition  

 Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery

29th September 2007 – 13th January 2008
· The Touring Exhibitions

 Regionally, then nationally and perhaps internationally 

August 2007 – March 2008
· The Education Pack
    

Distributed nationally, late 2007

· The Project Website  

‘Live’ from Sept 2007

Equiano Touring Exhibitions

The Equiano Touring Exhibition will be touring across the UK until March 2008.  The exhibitions are based on the main Equiano Exhibition to be shown in Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery’s Gas Hall exhibition space in September 2007. Using Equiano’s autobiographical account in his “The Interesting Narrative” the exhibition will tell the story of his extraordinary life and draw together all the major themes connected to the history of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its Abolition.  The Narrative also contains many relationships to political and social history, exploration and literature, which will be drawn into the exhibition. Each exhibition brings together nine exhibition panels and four ‘discovery boxes’ that illustrate different parts of Equiano’s life. The tour will commence in August 2007 and will continue to March 2008 (administered and managed by the Equiano Project Team). 

The Equiano Touring Exhibitions aim to reach a wider audience across the Region and the country. In this way The Equiano Project hopes to engage with groups and individuals in their communities, targeting people who perhaps would not think about going to the main exhibition in Birmingham. 

Venues such as community centres, churches, shopping centres and libraries have already booked to host the touring exhibitions. Supported by the Equiano Education Pack, the Equiano Website and the main Equiano Exhibition at Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, the Touring Exhibitions also acts as a way into the bigger Equiano Project. 
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